
VICTORIA. 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE 1852-1854. 

This exhibit shows the development of the Queen-on-Throne design by Perkins Bacon & Co. 
and how it became incorporated into the 1852 Victoria 2d stamp designed by Willian Strutt 

and printed by Thomas Ham of Melbourne, Victoria. It shows the stamps as issued including 
the shades, from the damaged plate and how they were used on posted items. 

The Queen sitting on the Coronation Chair vignette is one of the few original artworks 
commissioned by Perkins Bacon & Co. from the distinguished artist Edward Henry Corbould. 

Willian Strutt's original sketch book was purchased from the artist in London in 1907 at a 

cost of £120. On page 40 two items are missing, and their location was unknown. 
In one space a note reads "Two designs for postage stamps missing when I took over duty as 
Parliamentary Librarian in 1926. My predecessor Mr J A Finnie, informed me that they were 

missing when the volume was presented by the Hon. The Premier in 1909. 

The Librarian - 22/10/35" 
When researching the works of Strutt in 2013 the exhibitor found these missing items in the 
British Museum Prints and Drawings Collection. This find was subsequently presented in a 

paper published in the London Philatelist that year and then later in Philately from Australia. 
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The original artworks found by the exhibitor unrecognised in the British Museum Prints 
and Drawings Collection. 

Plan of the study -
The genesis by Perkins Bacon & Co. of the original artwork by Edward Henry Corbould, 

The history of the damaged Half-Length die-plate requiring a replacement die. 
The new design by Willian Strutt and use of the Perkis Bacon & Co. banknote vignette. 

Local proofs and printings by Thomas Ham in Melbourne. Earliest recoded use of the stamp. 
The printed shades, stamps from the rusted plate and the stamps as used for postage. 

References - Percy de Worms - Perkins Bacon Records. J R W Purves - Original album pages and notes,
G Kellow - The Stamps of Victoria, I P Greig - The 2d Queen-on-Throne stamps missing from the Victorian

Parliamentary Library, G Kellow and J Shawley - The 2d Queen-on-Throne stamps of Victoria 1852-57. 
I P Greig - Postage Rates between Melbourne and Sydney from I February 1852 to I May 1854. 



VICTORIA 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE, 1852-1854. 

The design of the British Monarch sitting on the 
Coronation Chair had been used for many 

generations by Kings and Queens for their Great 
Seals of the Realm. Perkins Bacon & Co. 

produced a die of this design for use as a vigne·tte 
in their security printings. 

An early die proof with heavy radiating lines. 
This proof is on thin paper, with China white 
paint added, It is adhered over a proof of the 

Chalon Portrait vignette, which shadow can be 
detected displaced left of the former. 
(Ex. Perkins Bacon & Co. Archive) 

The design is based on an artwork commissioned 
by Perkins Bacon & Co. from Edward Henry 

Corbould, a noted miniaturist and painter of the 
time. 

As above but used as a progressive artwork and 
showing additional pencil lines reinforcing the 

lines around The Queen. 
(Ex. Perkins Bacon & Co. Archive) 
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VICTORIA 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE, 1852-1854. 

Left - Original Edward Henry Corbould artwork 
in sepia wash and China white painted on 

superfine paper, wmk. J Thatman Turkey Mill 
1837. The only original commissioned artwork in 

a private collection. 
(Ex. Edward Corbould, Art Sale, July 1919, 

J Purves, R Perry and M Stanley) 

The engraver's further attempt a radiating lines, 
showing the engraved version of the previous 
progressive artwork, this however provided an 
even less satisfactory result. 

(Ex. Perkins Bacon & Co. Archive) 

Perkins Bacon & Co .. engravers had a further 
attempt at engraving the die but in a similar 

design to the earlier proof, this with light 
engraved lines achieves a much closer effect to 

the original artwork. 

The adopted proof and copy from the Record 
Book showing reference numbering, "252" 

and "668". 
(Ex. Perkins Bacon & Co, Archive and R Lee) 



VICTORIA. 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE 1852-1854 

The Union Bank of Australia, early in 1850 had ordered banknote plates from Perkins Bacon 
& Co. but the delivery was delayed. 

A local printer, Thomas Ham was engaged to design and print temporary notes and although 
these were produced, they were not issued as the Perkins Bacon & Co. plates arrived 1851. 
The banknote example shown is for use at the "MELBOURNE" branch. Records indicate 

only 18 copies of this banknote were printed. These notes were in circulation between 
1851 to 1853. 
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The only recorded proof of the "Melbourne - Branch, Five Pounds, first issue, bank note for 
Union Bank of Australia. Printed in black ink on white unwatermarked paper, bonded to card 

and overprinted twice by SPECIMEN.

Although the "Queen on Coronation Chair" vignette was not used in the discarded Ham's 
banknote the stamp design they adopted clearly indicates W Strutt, Ham's designer had seen 
examples of Perkins Bacon & Co. banknotes. The new banknotes, likely to have been printed 

locally by Ham incorporated the vignette of the "Queen on Coronation Chair" incorrectly 
titled "Queen-on-Throne". This iconic vignette was incorporated by Strutt and Ham into the 
new "Queen-on-Throne" 2d stamp design, produced by them in December 1852 for Victoria. 









VICTORIA. 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE 1852-1854. 

The new stamps were printed in October and 10,000 sheets were delivered to Post Office on 
18 November 1852. The Postmaster-General instructions were that all the existing stamps 
were to be issued before the new design was used. It is estimated the Queen-on-Throne 

design was made available in the last week of December 1852. 
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2d Queen-on-Throne, earliest recorded use of stamp 
sent from Portland to Melbourne, 8 January 1853. 

I 

d 

Note the manuscript date on the front is the Melbourne receiving date. Ex C L Pack. 

The above cover dated 8 January 1853 from Portland to Melbourne is the earliest recorded 
cover with a Queen-on-Throne stamp. The Portland cancellers both on the back and front are 

in a dry ink. It was posted at Portland on a Saturday and took 4 days to reach Melbourne. 
The Pack manuscript note on the cover is the receiving date in Melbourne - confirmed on the 

back of the cover. 



VICTORIA. 

HAM'S QUEEN-ON-THRONE 1852-1854. 

The Issued stamps - as the basic letter rate over the period of use was 2d 
the use of multiples was restricted and are abnormal. 

a) Reddish-brown.

b) Purple-brown.
Horizontal strip of 5 and the largest vertical strip recorded 

both Ex Purvis) 
Stamps used from the three crossing points to other Colonies -

Swan Hill (unrecorded), Border Post and Maidens Punt. 

c) Chestnut shades.
A small part of the printing, the deeper shades approach the Red-brown shade 

Deep Chestnut - Bright Chestnut (only recorded pair) - Pale Chestnut (dry ink) 
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