DISASTER FOR KNILM AND KLM
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LONDON-AUSTRALIA

COMBINED DUTCH AND NETHERLANDS INDIES LINES

KLM - KNILM

KNILM (Royal Netherlands Indies’ Airways 1928-1947) and KLM, a completely separate company, operated
services to Australasia from the 1930s. Their reliability was impressive, partly due to their use of Douglas
and Lockheed all-metal aircraft from the USA. KNILM were based in Batavia, Java, where the KLM service
from Amsterdam terminated, and KNILM continued with a service to Sydney.

Following the demise of KNILM, their aircraft and assets were taken over by KLM which then operated
through to Australia from Amsterdam.

Whilst the punctuality and safety record of both airlines was excellent, they were not immune from disaster
and mail recovered from an accident suffered by each airline is shown.

Date of Accident KNILM 22 January 1940 KLM 23 March 1952
Route Batavia - Sydney Amsterdam - Sydney
Location of accident Bali, Dutch East Indies Bangkok, Thailand
Aircraft type/registration Lockheed 14/PK-AFO Lockheed Constellation/PH-TFF
Aircraft Captain Captain J J Schott Commander Creel
Cause of damage to aircraft Crashed into sea Fire broke out in flight
Fatalities/Injuries 8/1 0/0

Mail recovered 35 lbs Not known
Ordinary mail to Australasia 48* (Author’s census) 25** (Author’s census)
Survivors recorded

Registered mail ditto 8 (Author’s census) None recorded

e St e e b en dures  RECOVERED FROM
LOST FLVING BOAT

SHEETS 2 - 8: KNILM Crash off Bali
Includes 3 of 8 registered examples
Includes 2 of 5 recorded examples from USA

SHEETS 9 - 16: KLM Fire approaching Bangkok " KNILM Lockheed 14 was not a flying
Includes 8 examples from Nierinck collection
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