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Philately from Australia 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

(a) From Australian and New Zealand residents: $7.50 per annum. 

(b) From overseas residents: £6 sterling for British Empire (except 
Canada) and US$12.00 for United States and Canada . 

Most back issues (Vols 1-X) are still available at $3 .00 per copy; 
$2 .50 per copy from Vol XI onwards (Australian); £2/ £1.50 sterling 
(British Empire); and $3.50/$2 .50 (United States and Canada). All 
prices include postage. 

Overseas residents are asked to make payment in Australian 
currency by bank draft on a Melbourne bank. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $60.00 $55 .00 

Full Page $50.00 $45 .00 

Half Page $30.00 $25 .00 

Quarter Page $20.00 $17 .50 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas are at the sterling 
equivalent of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 
the Business Man ager, Box 2071 , Melbourne 300 I. 



AUSTRALASIA LITERATURE 
364 The original work with supplements - NEW SOUTH WALES, QUEENSLAND, SOUTH AUSTRALIA and TASMANIA. 

266 pages, numerous Illustrations. Published 1976. (Bllligs 41) . Price £7 .00 

364a VICTORIA , WESTERN AUSTRALIA, THE COMMONWEAL TH, BRITISH NEW GUINEA, PAPUA, NAURU, Heard , Lord 
Howe, Macquarie and Thursday Islands. 266 pages. Fully illustrated. Published 1976. (Bllllgs 42). Price £7 .00. 

364b NEW ZEALAND, & DEPENDENCIES, ANTARCTICA, SOLOMON ISLANDS, FIJI , GILBERT & ELLICE, NEW HEBRIDES, 
PITCAIRN ISLANDS and TONGA. 256 pages, fully Illustrated. Published 1976. (Bllllgs 43) . Price £7 .00 

0 129 NEW SOUTH WALES NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS by Alan G. Brown and Hugh M. Campbell. 
Alphabetical list of post offices, with 17 illustrations of all types. 88 pages, second edition . Published 1977 (ISBN-065-
397-1013) . Price £10 .00 

378a The above book together with the three AUCTION CATALOGUES of the NAPIER COLLECTION OF S. A. 
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DEPARTMENTALS with prices realised - 1978-79. 66 pages, 70 Illustrations in colour In catalogues. Price £22.50 

THE BARRED NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 1856-191 2 by J . R. W. Purves. 
A survey based on thirty years study. 224 pages, 11 pull-out plates. Published 1963. 

M = Monograph. 
Items marked * are published by Robson Lowe Ltd. 

Postage and packing: SOp per monograph, 1.50 per book. 

available from : 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
THE LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
A MEMBER OF THE CHRISTIES INTERNATIONAL GROUP 

39 POOLE HILL, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND BH2 SPX 
CABLES: " STAMPS BOURNEMOUTH", TELEX: 41146. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Price £8.00 

QUEEN VICTORIA POSTAL STATIONE RY : Isl Oct. I870, The small forma t Yi d. violet Post Card 
used on the DAY OF ISSUE, cancelled by the "LONDON E.C." c.d.s. This format is even scarcer used 
on first day than the larger fo rmat ca rd . Written from Lloyds of London, and in line conditi on. £375 

STOCK EXCHA NGE FORGERY: I872 Piece of a Stock Exchange Telegram Form, wit h the 1/- green, 
Pl ate 5, "Stock Exchange•• forgery. lettered FC, tied by two "STOCK EXCHANGE/ E.C." c.d.s.'s. 

£350 

1881 : Id . lilac 14 dots in a fine mint o.g. block of four. Scarce. £ 400 

GREENOCK AND ARDRISHAIG PACKET: 1886 Envelope (slightly reduced at both ends) addressed to 
California with a 6d. dull green (SG. 194) cancelled by both a fair "PORTASKAIG" (Island of Islay) c.d.s. 
and by a very fine " IONA STEAM ER/ 163" double ring c.d.s. (Robertson GAP 5, code' B' ). A very scarce 
route and destination . £325 

All items offered subject unsold. U.K. clients please add 15% V.A.T. 

We have comprehensive stocks of postal history and stamps of all countries and areas; whatever your 
interests, send 11s details and we will send you photocopies of suitable items as available . 

.,i\-r~~U f Ui» liMitut 
55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1Y 9DG ENGLAND 

Telephone: 01 -499 1781 /2 (24-hour answering service) 
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AT STANLEY GIBBONS (AUSTRALIA) 
WE OFFER YOU .... EVEN MORE! 

Now that we have moved to larger and more conveniently situated premises, we 
are able to expand the range of services that we can offer you. In addition to our 
extensive stbck in stamps we now have a wide selection of catalogues, albums, 
accessories and reference books. We look forward to seeing you. 

Retail Stock. 
A wide range of better quality Australia, Territories, States & British 
Commonwealth. 

Collections. 
We always have a good selection of one country and general collections, 
including foreign, priced from $20.00 upwards. 

Postal Stationery. 
We have a good stock, priced individually and as collections. 

"Post Bid" Sales 
These 1000 + lot sales appear every 2-3 months and are packed with interesting 
material at realistic estimates. Asked to be placed on our free mailing list. 

You Want to Sell? 
We always welcome offers of good stamps and collections. Ask for our free 
brochure, "The Best Way To Sell Postage Stamps and Stamp Collections." 

TOFINDOUTMOREWHYNOTCALLINATOURNEWSHOWROOM 

Suite 412/413, 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 
(Comer of Elizabeth Street) 

m 
STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD. 

Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street Melbourne Victoria 3000 
Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No 863J Melbourne, Victoria 3001) 

London e New York • Frankfurt • Stockholm • Monie Carlo • Johannesburg • Melbourne • ToronlO 

(ii) 



~~=PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 
Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publlcatlon Fund 

CONFEDERATE STATES 
Civi l \Var Prisons and T heir Covers, E. Antrim 1962 

OVERSEAS 

$10.00 D 

Afgh anistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues, F. E. Patterson, Ill 1965 $10.00 D 
Conientes, The Issues of 1856-59, L. Stich 1957 $2.00 O 
l"rench Colonies, T he General Issues, H . G. Stone 1961 $2.00 D 
l"rench Morocco : the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, C. Neidorf $1.50 D 
Honduras, The Black Airmail, I. I. Green 1962 $1.00 D 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, Korea Stamp Society $10.00 D 
Manchoukuo, H. K. Zirkle 1964 $10.00 O 
The Postage Stamps of Nepal, H. D. S. Havcrbeck 1962 $10.00 D 
The New H ebrides, Postal Stamps & Their History, N. Hals & P. Collas 1968 $10.00 D 
New Zealand, 1898-1900, Gt. Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, 

J. R. Walker, H. L . Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind 1969 $5.00 D 
A Postal History of Spain, T. Van Dam 1973 $12.00 D 

COLLECTORS CLUB 
The Collectors Club Philate list, Cumulative Index to Volumes I to 50, 

1922- 1971, E. C. Wi lkens and John D. Dowd 1972 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 

$ 10.00 D 

"We Pay More - Why Sell For Less?" 
WE HAVE 

Been trading for forty years. 
Established a reputation for fair trading. 

WE NEED 
More material. 
Collections - Good Accumulations - Sing le Rarities . 

WE ARE 
Jealous of our reputation . It Is your guarantee of a fair deal. 

Telephone : 63 6751 

Contact us before you sell - it will pay you! 

Max Stern & Co. 
PORT PHILLIP ARCADE, Off 234 Flinders Street, MELBOURNE 3000 

ALL MAIL TO: GPO BOX 997H, MELBOURNE 3001 
Member A.S.D.A. Melbourne A.S.D.A. New York P.T.S. London 
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PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE ROY AL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Campbell, H. M. - Queensland Cancellations 1860-1913 - $20.00 
Ingles, Owen (Ed) - Tasmania: Postal History, Part II - $20.00 
Chisholm, H. L. - Philately from Australia Cumulative Index to 
Vols 1-X, $3.50, Vols XI -XX, $3 .50, Vols XX-XXX, $5 .00. The Set - $10.00. 
Purves, J. R. W. - South Australia: Long Stamps 1902-1912 - $20.00 . 

Postal History Port Phillip District - $10.00. 
Victoria: Barred Numeral Cancell ations 1856- 191 2 - $15.00. 
Victoria : Butterfly and Bar red Oval 1850- 1855 - $5.00. 
Victoria: Registered and Too Late Stamps 1854- 1858 - $15.00. 
Emblems of Victoria 1857-1863 - $10.00. 

All books RRP and plus postage 
A ddress all orders to 

MISS JOYCE BU CHANAN (Business Manager) 
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCI TY OF VICTORIA 

BOX 207 1 GPO, MELBOURNE 300 1 

MACRAY STAMP SALES 
AUCTIONEERS and VALUERS 

REGULAR PUBLIC-
• POSTAL AUCTIONS 

WE TRAVEL TO 
• COLLECT AUCTION 

PROPERTIES 

MELBOURNE 

Ray Kelly (03) 636 332 

• PERSONALISED 
SERV ICE 

ATTRACTIVE 
• SELLING 

COMMISSION 

SYDNEY 
Max Cohen (02) 982 1822 

234 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, 3000 
61h FLOOR, SPORTSGfRL BLDG. • PHONE (03) 63 6332 
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PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 
BROADENS ITS SCOPE 

At a recent meeting of the Publications Committee it was decided, and later ratified 
by the Council of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, that Philately from 
Australia be permitted to publish articles on the stamps and postal history of 
countries outside the Australasian region. 

The reasoning has been twofold. 
When Philately from Australia started in 1949 it was practically the only specialist 

journal covering this part of the world. Today there is a score of journals dealing with 
a larger or smaller portion of the region. In this country, for instance, there is the 
Bulletin of the Australian Commonwealth Collectors' Club of N.S.W. and Stamp 
Talk dealing with Australian Commonwealth, The Australian Posthorn and The 
Dates tamp covering postal history, and The Black Swan limiting itself to Western 
Australia . 

Thus, while in 1949 Philately from Australia fulfilled a unique role in providing a 
repository for research into this area, its monopoly has been somewhat lessened in the 
intervening years. It should be emphasized that the new policy has not been forced on 
Philately from Australia by the diversion of publishable material to these other 
journals; in fact the position with manuscripts is a very satisfactory one at the present 
time. 

Secondly, the membership of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria has 
cosmopolitan philatelic interests - it has never been a specialist society - yet 
members with serious interests outside Austra lasia have been barred from publishing 
the results of their research in the Society's journal, and can further argue that if they 
do not collect Australasia at all, Philately from Australia provides little of interest for 
them . 

These collectors now have their chance, but the success of the change and their 
renewed interest in Philately from Australia is very much up to what they provide for 
publication . 
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The change is not intended to mean that Australasian research wi ll take a back seat 
in these pages - it is expected , and intended, that the content wi ll sti ll be very much in 
favour of that subject, and the regular features {The Trail of Commonwealth, The 
Other Side of the Picture) wi ll be maintained. 

The intention is to provide Australian collectors, members and non-members alike, 
with a suitable forum within their own country in which to publish the results of their 
philatelic research. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
90th Anniversary Dinner 

The first meeting of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victori a was held on July 7th , 1892. 

In celebrati on of our 90th anni ve rsa ry a 
celebratory dinner has been arranged . This will 
take place on Saturday, July 3rd at Chaucer's, 
190 Canterbury Road, Canterbury. Tickets are 
now ava ilable at the cost price of $25 per head, or 
$50 per double, all inc lusive. All members and 
thei r fr iends · a re welcome. 

Tickets can be obtained from the Secretary , 
P.O . Box 2071, Melbourne, 300 1, or ca n be 
a rranged by telephone: 51 8178 (or 354 1776 in 
the evenings). 

N.Z. Prime Minister Was Phila1e/ist 

Mr Robson Lowe mentions in a foo tn ote in The 
Henniker Heaton Essay ( P. from A. March 1978, 
p. 25) that Sir Joseph Ward had been a phi lateli st, 
and th at he had so ld the Ward Co llection on the 
orders of Si r J oseph's son, about 1960. 

Sir Joseph Ward was New Zealand's Prime 
Minister in 1906- 10 and in a politica l co meback 
became Prime Minister aga in in 1928-30. 

He also served a period as Pos tm aster-Genera l, 
but was not so we ll known phi latelica ll y as 
anoth er Postmaster-General, S ir Heaton Rhodes, 
R.D.P. , F. R.P.S.L. (P.from A. September 1956, 
p. 70). 

Thus New Zea land has had two Pos tmaster
General phil ateli sts. 

Austra li a has had one Postm as ter-General 
known to have been a phil atel ist, Mr A. E. Green 
( 193 1-32) (P. from A. December 1974, p. 97). 

Sir Joseph Ward began as a boy telegraph 
messenger at I nvercarg ill , then the most southerl y 
telegraph office in New Zealand . 

Once, havi ng given an important speech at a 
provincial town, he went to the pos t office and 
found there was not a telegraphist there ca pable 
of sending the speech to the remainder of New 
Zealand, so he sa t down and sent it him self, 
fi ni shing " Thi s is the Postm aster-General , who 
once held a cerrilica te fo r high-speed telegra phy." 
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R .P.S. V. Expert Committee 

The schedule of meetings for the Society's 
Expert Commit tee for 1982 and 1983, under the 
chairmanship of Mr P. Jaffe, is: 
August 3rd, 1982 
November 2nd, 1982 
February I st, 1983 
May 3rd , 1983 
August 2nd, 1983 
November Isl, 1983 

It is requested that materia l be in hand two 
weeks prior to the meeting. 

Applica tion forms a re available from the 
Secreta ry of the Expert Co mmittee, P.O. Box 
207 1, G.P.O. Melbourne, 300 1. 

R .P.S. V. library 
Recent accessions to the Society's library include: 

The Penny Post Centenary by S . Graveson. 
Die Briejinarken der Deutschen Postantalten im 

A uslande und der Deutschen Schutzgebiete by 
Dr. E. Ey. 

Handbuch der Bayerischen Poststempel by K. 
Winkler. 

New Zealand Postal Stationery Ca talogue. Parts 
1-3 by R. D. Samuel. 

Philippines Postage Stamps Handbook. Section I 
by P. W. A. Harradine. 

II Lloyd Austriaco e Gli A nnulli Marittimi 
del/'Aus tria-Ungheria . Vol. 2 by U. de. Bianco. 

British Maritim e Postal History. Vol. l . The 
P&O Bombay & Australian Lines 1852- 1914 
by R. Kirk . 

The Maltese Cross Cancellations of the United 
Kingdom by R. C. Alcock and F. C. Holland . 

The Welsh Post Towns Before 1840 by M . S. 
Archer. 

Pos1a/ Cancellations of London 1840- 1890 by H. 
C. Westley . 

New fellows of the R .P.S. L. 

Professor 0 . G. Ing les (Sydney, and formerly 
of Melbourne) , and Mr L. R. Malin (Semaphore, 
South Austra lia) have been a ppointed Fel lows of 
the Royal Philatelic Society, London. 



~he ~rail 

Conducted by Bl LL EUSTA CE 

Having fallen heavily from a step-ladder and broken my a rm whilst trying to place 
a net over a tree to protect my persi mmons from the ravages of a nock of hungry 
starlings, my philatelic activities have been, to say the least , somewhat curtai led , so 
th at I have not had the opportunity to study the Queen's Birthday or new definitive 
stamps. 

A ustra/ian Whales 
Once aga in we have a photolithographic issue printed by Cambec Press, and I was a 

little more fortunate with this set than with the Australia Day stamp in that I was able 
to locate the three Post Office sheets of I 00 before changes in postal rates created a 
problem with the disposal of the unwanted stamps, after the completion of my survey . 

In the case of the 24c stamp the sheets can be identified as follows: 
I) Yellow bar at left , magenta at right 
2) Cyan/ magenta at both left and right 
3) Magenta ba r at left , cyan at right 

Unfortunately I was un able to note any va rieties which were sufficiently prominent 
to be potenti a l candidates for catalogue status. 

With the remaining three denominati ons in the set , a fter appropriate adjustment 
fo r the fo rm at of the des ign (h orizontal or vertica l) , the colour bar layout seems to 
have been similar, although I was not able to track down all three sheets of every 
denomin ation to be completely certa in . 

I have been told th at on the 55c there is a multiposi ti ve naw on the first "5" of "55" 
on Row 5, Stamps 8, 9 and I 0 of every pane; the best of them being on Row 5, Stamp 
8 of the left pane of the sheet with cyan/ magenta bars at top and bottom. This item 
has additionally a small red naw to the right of the tail. In the course of my trave ls I 
was able to secure an example of this, but from pas t experience cannot see the variety 
att racting the attenti on of overseas ca talogue editors. 

With all the changes in printing and paperm aking technology which have taken 
place in the last three or four years, I have fo und it increasingly difficult to run to 
earth significant new constant va rieti es or errors in paper manu facture and ultra
violet lamp reaction , which are not duplicated elsewhere by fellow researchers. 
Regretfully I feel that the time has come fo r a fresh mind with broader 
Comm onwealth speciali st interests to take over this column - perh aps in a different 
fo rmat - allowing me to devote more attention to some other areas of my collecting 
which have been sadly neglected during the 15 years or so in which I have been 
searching fo r Australi an speci ali st materi al. 

Jn cl os ing this, my last , column I would like to thank my readers for their interest 
over the years and to wish the " Royal" long continued prosperity. 
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ri~l~~~lllri~ri~~~lll~~lllri~ 
C(5he C9ther Side of the c-picture 
~~11~~11~~~~~~111~~111~~ 

By G. T. WHI TE, F.R.P. S. L. 

NEW SOUTH WALES: 1907 STAMPS ON BORROW ED PAPER 

Mr. Hugh Wynn requests our help in his studies of these stamps. This especia lly 
refers to the no watermark variety. 

Mr. Wynn writes as follows: 
In mid 1907 New South Wales printed stamps on paper supplied by Victoria, this 

paper had a watermark "Commonwealth of Australia" repeated once in two lines 
across the top of the sheet before the start of the Crown on A watermarks (i .e. Stanley 
Gibbon 's W. 11). As supplied this paper did not fit the N.S.W. presses and had to be 
trimmed before use. Now if the stamps were centred on these trimmed sheets it 
normally meant there were two stamps (a vertical pair) with no watermarks. At some 
stage instructions were given or the printer corrected the situation, that the paper be 
centred on the watermark, then all stamps showed part of a watermark . 

I have some used ld. Postage stamps which were printed with plate centred on the 
watermarks - as opposed to plate centred on paper. Although I have used and 
unused examples of most values, only a minority have watermarked lettering which 
permit me to determine the placement of the plate. I am of the opinion, at this time, 
that the first printings were centred on the paper, Fred Hagen's remarks on the first 
stamps to appear indicate that some stamps were without watermark, and these cou ld 
only have come from the plate centred on the paper. I have examined a 2s.6d. 
(Smithson ian Institution) wh ich was from a sheet with stamps centred on the paper; I 
also have two marginal copies of the 4d. Postage Due from that placement. 

Th ings were fa lling neatly into place, when I found a I Od. Postage (mint) in a 
dealer's stock last week - with marginal lettering which shows the plate to have been 
centred over the interpane watermark!! The IOd . is one of those three stamps which 
were printed only in June (8d ., IOd ., 2s .6d .). It would have been possible to print any 
denomination two or more times during the month , I suppose, so we need more 
evidence before being able to assert th at there was only one printing of each 
denomination in June. There is also the possi bility that the IOd . was one of the last 
stamps printed in June, and that the printer had been instructed by then th at he should 
centre his plate on the watermarks to avoid unwatermarked stam ps. The IOd . is an 
anomaly in other ways - it was the last stam p to be issued , nearly 8 weeks after the 
first one appeared in the Sydney Post Office (the 2d., Friday, July 5; I have been 
unable to find an issue date for the 1 Od ., although all the others were carefully noted, 
including the Dues). It is also the only stamp to be perforated 11 all around, except for 
a few sheets of the ls. _ 

I am especially desirous of information on the three stamps printed only in June, 
plus the two highest denomination Postage Dues. Stamps with selvedge at the side 
would be especially useful. Exactly I 0% of the stamps were printed on the interpane 
space, and some of the denominations were printed in very small numbers, so finding 
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material may prove difficult. But stamp collectors were very active in 1907, and the 
interpane watermarks caught their fancy (see Fred Hagen 's ads. for them on the 
inside front cover of the A ustra/ian Philatelist, November 12, 1910). Thus there 
shou ld be a disproportionate number of these unusual stamps in collections. I would 
hope that anyone with examples would be willing to trace off the watermark 
placement on a xerox or photo of the stamp and send the information to this column 
so that I can assemble enough material to reach va lid conclusions about the stamps. 

VICTORIAN T.P .O.'s 
Mr. L. J. Tyler reports two new discoveries in this field. 

(i) T.P.O. 3 

l have a cover with a postmark on the Id red "Postage" which is surprising to say 
the least. It is the large size TPO over 3 in bars, which is not often found - I have 
only two copies on stamps in my co llection. The cover has the stamp cancelled with 
the large circle type M .G. 3 hands tamp, No. 7 in the handbook, dated 2.11. 1905 and 
backstamped at Moonee Ponds on 3.11.1905. The large T.P.O. 3 is well tied to the 
cover and one wonders why a postmark first used in 1869, and it did not have much 
usage, came to be used such a long time after it had been withdrawn from use. 

(ii) T.P.O. 14 

I recently became the owner of a very interesting postal history item, as it had a 
backstamp of a hitherto unrecorded T.P .O. 14 in bars duplex postmark. In chapter 3 
of his handbook, the late Bill Purves suggested that there should be an earlier date for 
T. P .0. 14 than the earliest date recorded so far, 2.3 .1892, as the earliest date recorded 
for T. P.O. 15 was J 1.6.1885. 

This wrapper was sent from Melbourne to Inglewood, franked with a Id Naish 
design, and was cancelled with a Melbourne duplex dated 6.12.1883. It is 
backstamped with the T.P.O. 14 in bars and the octagonal down train duplex dated 
7.12.1883 . It also has the Inglewood 293 duplex for 8.12.1883 and the Borung c.d.s. of 
the same date. The duplex T.P.O. postmark is the same size as the earlier numbered 
T.P.0.'s, Nos. I, 2, 3, etc., the width of the octagon being Vs inch, against the one inch 
size of the later No. 14 cancellation. It seems amazing that nearly one hundred years 
should pass before the existence of this cancellation came to light. 

VICTORIA : MULTIPLES OF THE "TOO LATE" STAMP 

Two further pieces of information in relation to this subject have turned up since 
the publication of the original article in P. from A ., September 1980 (p. 67), both in 
relation to the Too Late stamp. 

Most important is the appearance of unused pair No. 4. This pair, which was not 
mentioned by Mr Purves, was in the Ferrary collection, but subsequently disappeared 
from sight. It has now surfaced, in Mr John R. Baker's collection of Australian 
States . This pair was Lot 207 in Harmers of London's sale of that collection on April 
14th, 1981. 

It is a horizontal pair showing Types 23 and 6 in that order, and confirms Purves' 
plating, which was based on a single of Type 23 showing a small portion of Type 6 at 
the right. The "TOO LA TE" overprints on this pair are A on Type 23 and B on Type 
6 (see Victoria: The " Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps for details) . 
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Secondly, I have found a record of what seems to be a further (the fifth) used pair. 
A "partly severed pair" (horizontal or vertical?) was offered in H. R. Harmer s 
London sale of July 4th-5th, 1938 (Lot 587), and re-offered in the sale of July 28th-
3 lst, 1940 (Lot 818). The description (it was not illustrated) does not correspond to 
any of the four described pairs, all of which are in any case accounted for at this time. 
The pair may not, of course, have remained intact. 

VICTORIA: A DILEMMA FOR POSTMASTERS IN 1853 

While perusing some early Victorian postal regulations, Dr. Geoff Kellow came 
across a postal rate which must have caused postmasters quite a headache in 1853. 
The rates in force then were published in the Government Gazette for June 26th, 1853, 
but had been in the operation since the 1852 Post Office Act came into force on 
February I st, 1852. The problem arises with the parcel rate, introduced by the Post 
Office for the first time: 

Bankers' parcels, patterns, prices current, writs, or proceedings of Courts of Justice, Legislative papers, 
and periodical publications, provided the sender states on the outside what the contents are, as bankers' 
parcels, etc., signing his name thereto and giving his address, and there is no communication or intelligence 
contained within or upon such parcels -

Not exceeding 4 ounces 2 pence 
And for every addi tional ounce or 

fraction of an ounce I halfpenny 

This means, for instance, that a packet weighing between 4 and 5 ounces was 
charged 21/2d, and similarly other higher weights also had fractional charges. 

The question , and problem for postmasters, was how were such rates paid , with 
only Id, 2d and 3d postage stamps available. Compulsory prepayment by stamps was 
not introduced until December 31st, 1854, so the charges could be prepaid by cash, 
and perhaps postmasters were instructed to do this . The sender was unlikely to agree 
to using a stamp, e.g., a 2d, and paying the Yi d in cash, since the regulations 
specifically state that letters and parcels only partly prepaid by stamps were liable to a 
charge of a double rate. 

The exciting prospect, of course, is that Id and 3d Half-Lengths were bisected to 
meet the fractional charges. There is no official instruction on this subject, and it 
seems that if it did occur it was unofficial, although justifiable insofar as no stamps 
were available to prepay the proper rate. [t is understandable that no outer wrapper 
from a parcel of this period has survived to illustrate the procedure employed. 

This parcel rate was superseded by the 1854 Act, gazetted on June 27th, 1854, so it 
had a short life. The 1854 rates were 6d for up to 4 ounces, and 3d for every additional 
2 ounces or part thereof, and so the fractiona l charges disappeared. 

AN AUSTRALIAN STATES STUDY CIRCLE PROPOSED 

The current high level of interest in Australian States philately has prompted me to 
try to inaugurate an Australian States Study Circle within the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victoria . 

A meeting will be held at the Society's rooms on June 24th at 7 .30 p.m., under the 
chairmanship of myself, to gauge interest and discuss the format which the Study 
Circle might take. All interested R.P.S.V. members are invited to attend. 

27 



COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENT 
TALKS 

ABOUT ST AMPS 
By H. L. CHI SHOLM , F.R.P.S. L. , F.R.P .S.N.Z. 

(Continued f rom June 1980, p . 43) 

If there was any foolishness in the House of Representatives on 1 April 1908, it was 
appropri ately jovial foolishness. 

During th e Estimates debate, Mr. W. H. Wilks (Anti-Socialist, Dalley, N.S.W.) , 
asked whether the Treasurer was still allowing postage stamps to be printed at Sydney 
printing offi ce. 

The Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. Austin Chapman) nodded assent and 
Mr . Wilks co ntinued " I am glad th a t he does beca use on the last occasion when we 
discussed the matter I think he was an advocate of the stam ps being printed in 
Melbourne". 

Mr. Austin Chapman: That is not so. 

Way Up on the S nowy R iver 
Mr. Wilks: I must take the Honorable Minister's denial and 1 a m glad that he now 

is as strong an advocate as I am of hav ing them printed in Sydney. 
Mr. Chapman: I want them all to be printed on the bank s of the Snowy River. 
Sir William Lyne: It was considered necessary to appoint a co mmission to inquire 

into the quest ion of stamp printing and into the cl ass of printing that was required. 
But it will take two years before the recommendations made can be brought to a head . 
I believe that it was stated in New South Wales th at I said th at the wo rk of stamp 
printing was to be removed to Melbourn e. I have not said anything of the kind . 

" I fee l, however, that Mr. Gullick, the New So uth Wales Government Printer, 
differs from other printers as to which is the better style of die to adopt. I have 
com pared stamps printed from a steel die and those pr inted by the other process 
whi ch is considered to be cheaper. I must say th at the cheaper method is not to be 
co mpared with the other. But Mr. Gullick wants them printed in the old fashi on. 
Persona ll y, I should prefer th e stee l die meth od although it is more expensive." 

Sir William Lyne said he was in favo ur of havi ng the best class of stamp printing 
because it had to be remembered that stamps were saleable co mmodities. He believed 
Sir John Forrest's idea while he was Treasurer was that the stamps should be printed 
at the head offi ce, wherever it was. But that all depended upon whether there is to be a 
Government Printing Office or whether the work is to be done at a State printing 
offi ce. Sir John Forrest held the opinion that the stamps ought to be printed at one 
offi ce under the control of the Treasurer. That was a ve ry proper idea I think there 
was no question about th at. 

Mr . Page: Why not do it instead of talking about it? 
Sir William Lyne: Because, for one thing, we shall not be ready to adopt a new 

method for at least two years. 

Commonwealth Printing Office 

"The State Printing Office, Melbourne, does most of our work and it does it very 
well. There has been strong agitation for the establishment of a Commonwealth 
Printing Office. The only reason I have not moved in the matter is that we are not yet 
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established in our own capi tal. When we are, we sha ll have to have a printing office of 
our own. 

Officer from South A ustra/ia 

" I think that an officer from South Australia is comi ng to Victoria to undertake the 
printing not of the whole of the stamps but of some kinds. That does not apply to New 
South Wales." 

Mr. Batchelor (Labor, Boothby, S.A.): The question of printing stamps seems 
to be a perennial source of trouble. It has been di scussed for a good many years. I 
thought we had at last reached finality. But sti ll it crops up agai n. The fau lt that I find 
with the Government is that we have not arrived at a decision on the question one way 
or the other. 

Sir William Lyne: I believe that an officer who is about the best expert in Australia 
has been recently appointed. 

Mr. Batchelor: I do not think that appointment has actua lly been made. Possibly 
the Minister is making a mistake. I know that the officer in question has been 
recommended for appoi ntment to another position but was prevailed upon to 
relinquish it and to take the position of stamp comptroller for the Commonwealth. 

Sir William Lyne: Sir John Forrest dealt with the matter to a certain point and I 
think I have the officer under my charge now. 

Mr. Batchelor: I do not think that the Treasurer has actua lly taken over the officer. 
I believe that he is sti ll officia lly stamp printer in Adelaide, though the work of 
printing stamps over there has been abandoned. 

" I constantly protested agai nst the parochial spirit shown in this matter. It seems to 
be an astonishingly small thing for the Premiers and politicians of New South Wales 
to be troubling about. 

" If New South Wales cou ld have carried out the work of stamp printing as cheaply 
as was being done in South Australia probably she wou ld have had the work today. 
We hear a great deal about the unfederal spirit displayed by representatives of other 
States in relation to the question of a Capital Site. But where there is a case where it 
is manifestly cheaper for certain work to be done in the Commonwealth Printing 
Office and as soon as it is proposed to take that step, New South Wales, through its 
Premier, gets on its hind legs and howls till the air is blue." 

Mr. Batchelor: Mr. Wade is Premier, not of Sydney, but of New South Wales and 
is the representative of the people of that State. 

Personally, I think that the people do not care a snap of the fingers about the stamp 
printing. It is ridiculous to suppose that they do. But for political purposes, and to 
raise an outcry against the Federal authorities, politicians over there - particularly 
the head of the present government, and Mr. Carruthers, the leader of the former 
Government - have raised this question. 

But they never had a leg to stand on. 
Mr. Bowden: The Honourable Member said just now they had got upon their hind 

legs. 
Mr. Batchelor: Under the circumstances I withdraw the legs. 
"We have had from the Honourable Member from North Sydney quite a sermon in 

regard to the need for carefully criticising increases in expenditure, even where they 
may be necessary. But when an opportunity to save money occurred in connection 
with the printing of stamps, every New South Wales representative on the front 
Opposition bench complained about the proposed transferrence of work from the 
Sydney Printing Office and the Minister had to explain that, rather than that the 
susceptibilities of the 'Ma' State in this matter should be wounded it had been 
determined to allow the stamps required for New South Wales to be produced by the 
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ineffi cient and expensive meth od there in fo rce. The antique method of New South 
Wa les is to be continued and , I believe that Queensland is also to be allowed to carry 
on its clumsy and still more ancient mode of stamp printing. The printing of stamps 
required by the fo ur other States, however, is to be done by the Co mm onwealth in 
Melbourne, and I hope that the Treasurer wi ll soon complete all the necessa ry 
arrange ments." 

S ir William Lyne: That has been done. 
Mr. Batchelor: Is the officer in Melbourne who has been appo inted to contro l the 

printing? 
S ir Wi ll iam Lyne: "No, but he is receiving inst ructions to come here as soon as he 

can. 

Cooke Sold His House 

Mr. Batchelor: "Some months ago, he sold his house under the impression that he 
was to come to Melbourne alm ost immedi ately but he has had to stay in Adelaide 
ever si nce. The inquiries which have ta ken place occasioned delay but need not have 
affected Mr. Cooke's engagement. 

Mr. Bowden: The New South Wa les stamps are the best in the Commonwealth. 
Mr. Batchelor: That statement is unsupported by fac ts. 
" In my opinion, there has been a miscalcul ation as to the extent to which 

purchasers in other parts of the the world will buy our stamps, if they are printed on 
better paper. We should have the in view not the demands of the Philatelic Society but 
the requirements of our own public and therefore need not give consideration to the 
possi bility of adopting the more costly production." 

Sir Wi ll iam Lyne: I am in favour of it. 
"S tamp Collecting Craze may Cease." 

Mr. Batchelor: The stam p collecting craze may cease in no time and indeed the 
pos tcard craze has taken its pl ace. Therefore if we are go ing to go to expense fo r the 
sake of a fad we may not get the results which are ex pected. 

Mr. Brown: I do not want our stamps to be the laughing stock of the world ." 
Mr. Batchelor: Has the Honoura ble Member compared Australi an stamps with 

th ose of other countries. 
Mr. Brown: I have compared South Australi an with New South Wales stamps. 
Mr. Batc helor: I could show the Honourable Member some ve ry fine specimens of 

So uth Austra lian stamps. I doubt if anybody but an expert could detect any difference 
in the quality of prin ting although there is a difference in the quality of the paper and 
a vast di ffere nce in the cost of production. 

The Honourable Mem ber may like stamps printed on good paper but the ordin ary 
commercial man does not put any additi onal va lue on such stamps. In my opinion, it 
will be a mistake to increase the cost of the Postal Department by printing our stamps 
on paper that is better than is requisite. 

Mr. Duga ld Thomson (Anti -Socialist, North Sydney, N.S. W.): We must do what 
we can to minimise the ri sk of forgery. 

Sir Willi am Lyne: That is the st rongest poin t. 
Mr. Batchelor: So fa r as fo rgery is co ncerned it is not more diffi cult with one paper 

than with another, everything turning upon the contro l. A strong reason for havi ng all 
stamps done in Melbourne is that they can be kept under better co ntrol in one th an in 
several pl aces. I ask the Minister to bring about fin ality in this matter to which I have 
referred. 

I understand Mr. Coo ke is practically on his way here and I feel that, from my 
experience of him in South Austra li a, th at his work will speedily commend itself to 
the government and will save the Commonwealth a grea t deal of money. 
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Our first duty as custodians of the public purse is to see that the administration is 
efficient and not unduly costly, and I hope that less parochial spirit will, in the future, 
be shown in this matter by representatives of the most important State in the 
Commonwealth. 

The " Ma " State and "Pa" Cooke 

Mr. Wilks: The honourable Member for Boothby complains at the display of 
parochial spirit by the representatives of what he called the "Ma" State: but even if 
we are fighting for the "Ma" State it may be said of him that all he is concerned about 
is "Pa" Cooke. 

"So long as " Pa" Cooke gets his billet the Honourable Member will be satisfied." 
He concluded his speech by saying that he hoped that "Pa" Cooke would at once be 

brought over from Adelaide and that the petty parochial spirit would not again be 
shown by representatives of the "Ma" State. He objected to the stamps being printed 
in New South Wales on the ground that they were antique; but among the "common 
or garden" variety of persons with whom I mix they apply the word "antique" to a 
work of art. 

Mr. Batchelor: Would the Honourable Member call antique eggs artistic?" 
Mr. Wilks: If the Honourable Member had the artistic temperament he would not 

ask the question. 
When we have a Commonwealth Printing Office in the Commonwealth Seat of 

Government it will be parochial to ask that any printing which could be done there 
should be done in a State office. It was not the Premier of New South Wales but the 
earnest and ardent Laborite representing Blayney who brought this matter up in the 
State Parliament last night. He complained that artisans in the Sydney Government 
Printing Office were losing their employment and asked that they should not be 
suddenly deprived of the means of earning a livelihood, but the Honourable Member 
was going back upon his fellow Laborite. So far as I am aware, not one of these men 
who earn their livelihood in the Government Printing Office of New South Wales 
resides in my electorate. The Treasurer says it will take 12 months to put the new 
plant into position . 

Sir William Lyne: More than that! 
Mr. Wilks: I hope that when we go to the Federal Capital we shall take over not 

only " Pa" Cooke but other printers and that my friendly relations with the 
Honourable Member for Boothby will not be disturbed - by any difference of 
opinion as to the claims of "Pa" Cooke and the "Ma" State. 

I am glad that the Treasurer intends to have something of the work done in New 
South Wales. 

Mr. Dugald Thomson (Anti-Socialist, North Sydney): The Honourable Member 
for Boothby made some allusion to a sermon which I am alleged to have delivered and 
I think as a compliment to him I should make some reference to his prayer on behalf 
of certain individuals engaged in the printing of stamps. He asserted that Honourable 
Members on the front Opposition bench had raised objections in connection with the 
printing of stamps for the Commonwealth. I have never spoken on the subject. 

Mr. Wilks: But the Honourable Member has thought a lot. 
Mr. Thomson: I only thought that the Commonwealth should deal with the 

question without favouring any State. If the Government finds that the work which 
they desire can be done, or the material they desire, can be obtained more 
economically in one State than another they have a right to choose accordingly. 

Mt. Batchelor: That is all I have asked for. 
Mr. W. E. Johnson (Anti-Socialist, Lang, N.S.W.) also wanted to know whether 
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practical steps had been taken to arrange for the issue of a uniform Commonwealth 
postage stamp. 

Mr. Mauger: Practical steps have been taken. 
Mr. Johnson: I am glad to hear that. The time has arrived when we should have a 

Commonwealth stamp. 
Mr. Mauger: I hope that designs will be ready for adoption as soon as it is possible 

to change the present system. 
(To be continued.) 

TASMANIAN EXHIBITIONS 
By L. C. VINEY, F.R.P.S.L. 

Additional information to that given in the Tasmanian Postal History handbooks 
has become available. 

Tasmanian International Exhibition - Launceston 1891 -92 

An examination of a site plan of this Exhibition held by the Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery reveals that there was an area designated " Post Office" . 

No postal marking or cachet of the Exhibition has been recorded to the writer's 
knowledge. It is more than probable that some such marking will be discovered . 

Tasmanian International Exhibition - Hobart 1894-95 

Colour trials of the motif on the Official Souvenir, issued by the Postal 
Administration for the Exhibition, printed on Id Post Cards and the I l/2d Post Card 
with Reply Card attached, exist in the following colours: 

purple 
rose-pink 
orange-brown 
black (on Id Post Card only) 

The Id Post Cards used for the colour trials are London printing (Higgins and 
Gage No. 2), whereas the issued cards with the Official Souvenir printed in black are 
from the local printings. The colour trials are of extreme rarity, one set of examples 
only is known . 

The North West Coast Exhibition 1896-97 

This Exhibition was held at Ulverstone from December 26th, 1896, and evidently 
closed some time in January 1897, but the actual date has not been determined . The 
Hobart M ercury of December 29th contains an account of the official opening, stated 
to have been received by Electric Telegraph, together with a description of the 
Exhibition . There is no mention of a Post Office. 

Among a number of post cards obtained some time ago, one card has impressed on 
it a cachet for the Exhibition. The cachet is framed by a double-lined oval 38 X 25 
mm, the frame lines being 2 mm apart. The inscription consists of NORTH WEST 
COAST at top and TASMANIA at the base, both conforming to the shape of the 
oval, with EXHIBITION 1896-97 in two horizontal lines in the centre, struck in 
violet ink . 

The impressed postage stamp on the card is cancelled LAUNCESTON DE 24 96, 
but superimposed on the cachet is another cancel of LAUNCESTON DE 23 96, and 
is to an address in Launceston . Evidently one date is an error. The message is signed 
by H. Latham, who it is understood was secretary for the Exhibition . 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA: THE DUPLEX R 
PLACED 

By MOGENS JUHL, F.R.P.S.L. 

In my article in P. from A .. June 1981, page 31, I was un able to identify the Post 
Office using Duplex R. It now gives me great pleasure to fill this last gap and 
announce that it was used at Roebourne. 

For many years I have been working on a list of duplexes showing the letters PO, 
but publication has been delayed because I still need to place some five of the different 
instruments, just about 60 in all. 

Now the W.A. Study Group in Perth has published an illustrated account of the PO 
(and Void) duplexes in the Dec. 198 1 issue of The Black Swan . This group project is 
well illustrated in the 75-80% cases where clear strikes were avai lable to the members. 

1 have long ago established that Duplex PO instruments were first introduced 
around I July 1895 with use on 17 July at Coolgardie being my earliest date. The 
above group project confirms my finding, as it shows several uses during 1895 with 
their earliest, also at Coolgardie, on 30 August. 

Going over their drawings I found they included a strike showing Roebourne and 
fragments of the left hand bars of the adjoining canceller-part. That could pass as a 
Duplex PO (or Void) were it not that the marker-part clearly show the date 21 June 
1893. 

The Study Group wrote as a note "PO or VOID?" . If they had considered their 
dates both could have been eliminated, though Duplex Void is known from Southern 
Cross 1892-96 (and Boulder 1903-05). 

The natural solution is that here was the marker-part of the missing Duplex R. 
Pronto, I made a tracing combining my R strike with the Roebourne illustration and 
I had the perfect fit. 

NOTES ON VICTORIAN RARITIES 
By G. N. KELLOW 

8- Id "EMBLEMS", CALVERT PRINTING ON UNWATERMARKED WOVE 
PAPER, PERFORATED 12 

This is another extremely rare perforation variety from the "Emblems" series . 
Since the whole printing was used up by the time the perf. 12 machine came into use in 
early 1859, its existence can only be explained (in the same way as the Id wmk. Star 
perf. 12, already dealt with in P. from A ., December 1981, pp. 81-2) by the 
perforation of a few remainder sheets. The variety is all the more remarkable because 
among the few known copies an error, imperforate between, occurs. 

The stamp has had a chequered ca reer. It was listed in the earliest days of philately, 
by Mr. E. L. Pemberton in Stamp Collector's Magazine, November 1865, p. 166. Mr. 
R. B. Yardley confi rmed the existence of perf. 12 stamps, including the imperf. 
between error, in the London Philatelist, December 1918, p. 304. The 1918 volume of 
the l.P. in the Society's library is Yardley's own, and in manuscript on the margin of 
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this page he has written " Horsley and myself have a pair obliterated with the 
Camperdown postm ark ." Yardley subsequently li sted the perf. 12, including the 
horizontal pair imperf. between, in his R eference list (1 92 1), p. 25, and in his 
rewriting of the Stanley Gibbons li sting in the I 920's. 

Mr . J . R. W. Purves, however, never saw a sa ti sfactory copy of thi s stamp, and 
doubted its ex istence in The " Emblems" of Victoria , 1857-63, 1957, p. 25. It was 
removed from the ca talog ue. Sir John Wilson too k iss ue on this, and in his review of 
Th e "Emblems" (L.P., April 1958, p. 70) pointed out th at th e Royal co llection 
contained an imperf. between pair cancelled at Ca mperdown, and that the opinions of 
Pemberton, Ya rdley, and Sir Edward Bacon (who had purchased the pair) were not to 
be taken lightly. Purves, in reply (L.P., August-September 1958, p. 158) was still 
dubious, but an entirely different source alm ost immedi ately changed his mind . This 
was the appea rance of the Alfred H. Caspary co llection of Victori a on the mark et, 
which was sent by the auctio neers to Purves for class ification prior to sale. In th at 
co llecti on was a strip of 3, one pair imperf. between, ca ncelled at Ca mperd own - it 
was the Horsley piece which Yardley had noted . 

The ex istence of two imperf. between errors, used a t the sa me town, dispelled any 
doubts as to their authenticity, and the ca ta logue li sting was restored. A strong point 
in favo ur of th e genuineness of the perf. 12 stamp, as Wilson pointed out , is th at it is 
ve ry unlikely that fa ked perfo rati ons would be made in 1865, when Pemberton lis ted 
it , since th en the Calvert printing was not differentia ted from the later Robinson 
perfora ted ones, and so a Id perf. 12 "Emblems" was a co mm on stamp. 

Apart from the two imperf. between erro rs (compri sing in all fi ve sta mps), I have 
ph otographs of two single co pies, and references to other " possibles." I cannot vouch 
for the genuineness of all of these, since fakes a re undoubtedly about. However, fo r 
the reco rd , the known co pies a re as fo llows: 

I, 2 and 3. A horizonta l strip of 3, with stra ight edge at left, and imperf. between 
the seco nd and third stamps. It is ca nce lled Barred Num era l 26 (Camperdown) . This 
strip was in the M. H. Horsley co llecti on, which was acquired intact by Mr. A. H. 
Caspary. In H. R. Harm er's London aucti on, October 6th-9th , 1958, the strip was 
Lot 782, and reali zed 21, being acquired by J . R. W. Purves. The strip was in Robso n 
Lowe's fourth Purves sale, September 9th , 198 1, Lot 198. It rea li zed £1400, and is 
now in a Melbourn e co ll ecti on. 

4 and 5. A hori zontal pair imperf. between, cancelled Barred Numeral 26 
(Ca mperdown). This pair is in the Royal co llecti on (Wilson, 1953, Th e Royal 
Philatelic Collection. p. B.Au s. 66). Wilso n has said (L.P., April 1958, p. 70) th at the 
pair was purchased by Bacon, which I interpret as mea ning th at it was not part of the 
L. L. R. Hausburg purchase (and there is no other ev idence to suggest it was). I 
believe the pair is the one Yardl ey once owned. 

6. A copy cancell ed Barred Num eral in the 130's (the last figure is off the stamp) . 
Thi s was in th e Purves co llecti on, and was Lot 199 in the fourth sale, September 9th , 
1981, realizing £52. 

7. A copy cancelled by an indistinct Barred Numeral. This was in the T. W. Hall 
co llection, and was Lot 467 in Robso n Lowe's aucti on on April 27 th-28th , 1939. 

8. There was a seco nd copy in the Hall co llecti on (Lot 468). It was not illustrated, 
but was described as hav ing "a miss ing co rner perf. and minute tea r." 

9. There was a used copy in the J . Beresford co llection sold by Robson Lowe on 
December 7th , 1955 (Lot 496) . It was not illu strated, and is described as "centred 
rather to foot. " It rea lized £9. 

10. A mint copy. In credible if tru e. Such a stamp was offered for sale by pri va te 
treaty in a co llecti on of Victoria in 1955 (Phila telist , November 1955, p. 50). 
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IN PHOTOGRA VURE PRINTING "WHEN 
IS IT AN ACCEPT ABLE VARIETY?" 

By BARBARA J. NIELSEN 

In the past, with engraved dies, either recess or typographed, it was usually deemed 
sufficient by the experts to say that one had found an acceptable variety if one could 
produce two copies of the same flaw. Modern "dot and dash" students presumably 
can apply the same rule of thumb criterion to the various specks, retouches, etc. on 
the various plates involved in multicolour photogravure printing used to produce our 
modern Australian stamps. But there is one kind of variety prevalent in multicolour 
photogravure stamp printing that, to my mind, presents a problem which I hope to 
elucidate below. 

It is not uncommon for one of the different colours printed by the photogravure 
process to be misa ligned - misplaced so that it is out of register with the remaining 
colours and so a variety of the stamp is produced. Now if this occurs on one sheet then 
all the stamps on that sheet wi ll probably be examples of this particular variety of the 
stamp in question. If this occurs on one sheet on ly it can hardly warrant the same 
importance as the repeated variety on one particular cliche in a sheet of engraved 
stamps which appears on every stamp in that position until the cliche is removed or 
retouched, even though there may be one hundred examples of it. 

However, it is possible, as I can show, to have such a colour misalignment 
perpetuated through several sheets and, in the case at point, not evident over the 
whole sheet. Such is what I deem to call my "double beak" variety of the 20c Eastern 
Yellow Robin definitive issued on the 17th September, 1979. On the 10th December, 
1979, when purchasing fifty stamps of this issue, i.e. half a post office sheet, I noticed 
the colour shift in the azure tint and went back to look through the stock available. 
Consequently I found some 8 or 9 sheets showing the shift a lthough its extent varied 
from sheet to sheet and some appeared not to show it. Those showing the flaw were 
interpersed through those not showing it. 

One possible explanation may be that this is a common occurrence and that usually 
the printer's checking staff spot the defect and remove the relevant sheets before 
sending them to the post office. However this example seems to be more than a paper 
shift or a shift due to the carbon tissue being out of alignment when rolled onto the 
cylinder. At present I am unable to explain it in that it is not over the whole sheet nor 
did it occur in consecutive sheets in the post office issue. It occurs only in the lower 
part of the lower right sheet of the four sheets obtained from the 400-on Rembrandt 
press printing i.e. in McCleary's study sheet A lower (Australian Decimal Varieties, 
Vol. I, 1980 ). The variety appears in the sixth vertical row of stamps becoming more 
and more obvious as one proceeds towards the right. It is not really evident in the first 
two, i.e. upper rows horizontally. Measurement shows that the azure tint, printed 
third of the four colours used in this stamp, has shifted in the area mentioned some 2 
mm at its greatest extent and that this colour in stamps on the left side of the sheet is 
as in normal stamps from other sheets. As I have not seen the Rembrandt machine in 
action I am at a loss to explain this variety and as McCleary in his books only deals 
with cylinder flaws, which I think this is not, I am left asking the question "Have I an 
acceptable variety?" and the hope that someone wi ll be able to explain same. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA LONG STAMPS 
THICK POSTAGE 

By MOGENS JU HL, F.R.P.S .L. 

My late fri end Bill Purves did not like stamps punctu red for official purposes and, 
in conseq uence, he omitted the SA and OS offi cials fro m his marvellous book South 
Australia: the " Long" Stamps 1902- 1912. They interest me and I would lik e to see 
publication of a list showing their existence in the various printings. 

Incidental with my work on such a supplement I have found the fo llowing additions 
to the book's chapters covering the Th ick Postage va lues, which may be of interes t to 
students. None are offic ials. 
Page 122: The Plate 2, No. 57 flaw . 

While I agree th at this is an interest ing naw ending up as a "splendid exa mple of a 
surface-printed reto uch or repair" I am not too happy with the description. 

Purves wri tes that the original nawless state is fo ll owed by a second - in my 
opini on hardly vis ible - state showing rounded bottom corners, which in turn is 
fo llowed by the repair " letters RA are rather thicker than normal, likewise (and more 
prominently) the curved coloured line under the RA. Under the la tter is another mass 
of colour which results in a denting of th e top inner border of the va lue tablet". 

My research shows that the second state is fo llowed by a third showing an 
unrepaired state of the naw: a very minor dent in the curved line under RA plus a 
major surface scraping of the bottom left vertex of the triangle plu s a similar scraping 
of the top inner border li ne of the va lue tablet. My proo f is a mint block of six of 4d, 
A- printing. 

Then fo llows the repair , but I cannot agree th at anything was done to the letters 
RA, on the other hand the repairs to the two lines and the vertex are prominent 
indeed. 

The damage must have developed during the A-printing of the 4d as it appears that 
the work was temporarily discontinued while the plate was being repaired. The proo f 
is that I also have the 4d , A-printing in the repaired state. 

Page 124: Introduction of Plate 3. 
I have found a slight improvement to 2.6.08 of the earliest known date Plate 3 was 

used. As prev iously it is on a 6d , D-printing and needs insertion also on page 155. 

Page 151: 4d, C-printing. 
14.10.09 is now the earliest known date of use. 

Page 154: 6d 
In a mixed Jot was fo und a used copy of the A-printi ng with SA Official perfora tion 

showing double perfora ti on going th rough the upper framing line of th e value tablet. 
From the B-printing I have seen a vertical mint pair with imperfora te interpanneau 

gutter leaving the upper stamp without bottom perforation and the lower without top 
perforation. 

Page 161: 8d, C-printing. 
To this earliest Melbourne printing I ca n add double horizontal perfo ration, a mint 

pair from bottom margin . 

Page 169: 9d, L-printing. 
Here I can add doubl e horizontal perfora tion in mint pair from top margin and 

with inverted waterm ark double vertical perfora tion in mint top right corner copy. 
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Page 176: I / -, A, B and D-printings. 
In the note it is suggested that the average number printed would be 240,000 

stamps. In my experience the occurrence of A-printing is so overwhelming that it may 
cover half or perhaps even three-quarters of the 720,000 printed. 

Page 177: I/-, F-printing. 
This stamp I have now also fou nd mint wi th double ve rtical perforation. 

Page 177: I / -, H-printing. 
Here I have seen a mint stamp with double bottom perforation. 

Page 182: 2/ 6d. 
Here I have found a used stamp from the A-pr inting with double vertical 

perforation . 
The B-printing I have found datestamped 2.7 .06. 
I have now seen a mint corner copy with 2/6 001227 in the vermi lion colour, see 

page 133 . That places it as a C-printing about which Purves wrote "Copy seen dated 
19 .8.08 but was probably issued rather earlier". The item generously con firms his 
statement as it has 6-4-07 pencilled in the margin. 

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 
PICTORIAL POSTCARDS 

By P. COLLAS, M .B.E., F. R.P.S .L. 

Since the earlier article under the above heading was written in 1979, although not 
published until much later (P. from A., Sept. 1981 ), a great deal of additional 
information has been secured. Mr B. Beston has made further extensive enquiries in 
Brisbane and elsewhere, including the Oxley Library, where a number of cards are 
held. Altogether, it has been possible to great ly extend the ea rlier li stings. Some of the 
Franco- Brit ish Exhibition cards which I have obtai ned were postally used in Britain. 
While cards of this general type li sted in the earlier article were uniformly without 
imprint, the furthe r discoveries reveal a substantial number of other ca rds with 
imprint , thus creating another type. 

[n view of the expansion in knowledge of the Franco-British Exhibition group, it is 
now possible to distinguish the two types, and one sub-type, as follow: 
Type FI; without imprint; without publicity matter. 
Type F I a; without imprint; with publicity matter. 
Type F2; with imprint (G . A. Vaughan); with publici ty matter. 
At the present time of writing, the number of Franco-British Exhibition cards 

contained in my master-list is just over 80 with other captions likely to emerge from 
further material and information promised. 

Intelligence and Tourist Bureau Cards 

With regard to cards of this category, very substantial additions have been made to 
the li st earlier published. I now have particulars of 225 cards of this group and here, 
again, further expansion is to be expected. To the present time, Mr Beston secured, 
from several sources, some 100 or more new titles and I also obtained many others. 
An interesting aspect is that I now have several cards which had postal usage in 
Britain, the dates suggesting that this class of card was also supplied to and 
distributed from the Queensland Court at the Franco-British Exhibition. No cards so 
far seen bear the Ex hibition postmark. 
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A further aspect, not ear lier noted, was that a few of the ordinary cards, avai lab le in 
Queensland, bore publicity matter expressed only in Esperanto. These seem to belong 
to the 1910- 13 period when Esperanto was enjoying a popular vogue in Queensland. 
So far, I have recorded nine cards of this category. 

Here also, within the I. and T. B. group, because of the great increase in the number 
of cards actua lly obtained, it has been possible to improve the classification of types 
and sub-types to read as follow: 

Type l; without imprint; without publicity matter. 
Type la; without imprint; with publicity matter. 
Type 2; with imprint (G. A. Vaughan); with publicity matter. 
Type 2a; As type 2 but with 'Government' in imprint spelt 'Gonment'. 
Type 3; As type 2 but with imprint changed to read 'A. J. Cumming, Acting Govt. 

Printer.' 
Type 3a; As type 3 but with 'Acting' dropped from imprint. 
Type 4; revised format of card with 'Brisbane' in second line from top of card on 

address side; with imprint; with publicity matter. 
Type 4a; As type 4 but with publicity matter expressed in Esperanto on ly. 
Type 5; revised form of card, with 'Brisbane' in much larger type and placed below 

the forma l 'Post Card' heading; with imprint; with publicity matter. 

Internal ion a/ Exposition, San Francisco, 1915 

Australia participated in the Panama-Pacific International Exposition held at San 
Francisco in 1915. The Queensland government, following the precedent set in 1908, 
provided distinctive postcards which followed the general presentation earlier 
adopted . As before, the same basic heading (as had been modified for the Franco
British Exhibition and the severa l series of the Intelligence and Tourist Bureau cards) 
was further amended. 

The ornamental scrolls at top left and right, and the decorative line below, were 
eliminated. Above was printed, in two curved lines in capitals, 'Panama-Pacific 
International /Exposition San Francisco' and below was '1915', beneath this again 
appearing the word 'Queensland'. The most interesting change, however, was that 
within the heading the long-standing words 'Queensland' at the left and 'Australia' at 
the right, were replaced respectively by the words 'Australian' and 'Pavilion'. 

As before, the State coat of arms appeared in the top left area of the card and an 
outline map of the State, with 'Stamp' above - the whole within a vertical rectangle 
- appeared in the top right corner. The balance of the address face followed the 
general presentation to be seen on the Intelligence and Tourist Bureau cards, with the 
'A. J . Cumming Govt. Printer' imprint and publicity matter immediately below the 
'Correspondence' heading. 

So far, little is known of the extent and variety of the series. An unused example in 
my possession depicts, on the reverse side, 'H.M. Custom House, Brisbane S.Q.' . The 
printing of the scene was in green colour. It is possible that some of the cards were 
circulated and used in Australia, although no such examples have yet come to 
attention. 

The cards were distributed, of course, at the exposition and probably quite a 
number were postally used in the United States. I am indebted to Mr. Carl Stieg for a 
note of the captions on three cards of this 1915 type in his possession and which 
conform to the general description already given: 'A rrowroot Growing al Coolabinia, 
Nanango District, S.Q.'; 'Crop of Table Grapes, Rom a, Western Queensland' and 
'Examining Tobacco Leaf, Inglewood, S.Q.'. Undoubtedly, there would have been 
other cards in the series. 
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THE FRANK STAMPS OF VICTORIA 
1864-1902 

By G. N. KELLOW 
Based on the researches of Mr. J . R. W. Purves, and the Rundell ex tracts of P.O . 
Records. 

(Co ntinued from March 1982, p. 13) 

13. MIN IS T ER OF HEALTH 
Public health was originally the responsibility of the Department of Public 

In struction, but a separate ministry was formed in 1892 and provided with a frank 
stamp. 

O ne die on ly H andstamped 

Printed 

14. MIN IS TER OF J US TI CE 

(i) blue 3 1.3. 1894 on 

(i ) bl ac k 20. 12. 1892 on (a lso o n 
pos tcard , 7.3. 1896-28.7. 1900) 
A t least 8 different elec tros. 

The Minister of Justice was in th e original 1864 alloca ti on. The official date of issue 
of the frank stamp was 2.8. 1864. 

One die on ly H andstamped 

Printed 

(i) blue 1865- -. I 0 . 1889 
(ii ) red 1883 (rare) (the use of red 

ink was no ted , much ea rli er, in 
The Philatelist , O ct. 1869, p. 
11 6, a nd The Stamp Collector's 
Magazine, M ar. 1870, p. 42) 

(i) black 1. 12. 1890- 1893 
A t least 9 di fferent electros. 

15. MIN ISTER OF LANDS A N D A GRICU LTUR E 
This frank was a replacement for th at inscribed " Commr . of Crown Lands & 

Survey" and was introduced in 1876. It was in turn superseded by the Minister of 
Lands and Survey frank stamp in 1882. 

O ne d ie onl y H andstamped 

16. MI N IS TER OF LANDS A N D SURVEY 

( i) blue 6. 12. 1876-25.5. 188 1 (a lso 
o n pos tca rd , ? date) 

(ii) b lack 15. 12. 1879- 1882 (a lso o n 
pos tca rd , ? date) 

Simultaneously with the change in the title of the Department, a fr ank inscribed 
" Minister of Lands and Survey" repl aced that for the Minister of Lands and 
Agriculture. 

One die onl y Ha ndsta mped (i) bl ack 27.3. 1882 o n 
(ii) purple 1902 (rare) 

Printed (i) blue 30.4. 1889-2. 10. 1889 
(ii) black 11.4 . 1890 on (also o n 

postca rd , ? da te) 
At least 25 different electros. 

A t so me stage the ha ndstamp s usta ined d a mage to the fra me under the "A" of " VI CTORIA " . A ll the 
printed fra nks show thi s characte ri stic. 
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17. MIN IS TER OF MINES 
The Minister of Mines was in the original 1864 alloca ti on. The date o f issue or the 

frank sta mp was 2.8. 1864. Rundell 's ex tracts record that on 6. 12. 1875 a new frank 
stamp was issued to the Mines Department. This was undoubtedly the Die 2 
handstamp listed below. 

Die I. "FRANK STAM P" al base. Handstam ped 

Die 2. "V ICTO RI A" at base. Handstam ped 

Prin ted 

(i) blue 1868-22.9. 1873 
(ii) black 1870 

(i) blue 188 1 (a lso on postcard, ? 
da te) 

(ii) black ? dale (scarce) 

(i) blue ? da te 
(ii) black 28.5. 1889 on (a lso on 

postcard, ? date) 
At least 17 different electros. 

A postcard with pri nted black fra nk is known used after the discon tin uation of the frank ing system, in 
1904 (The Australasian Informer, May 1969, p. 74). 

18. OFFICER COMMANDING ROYA L A RTILLER Y 
This fra nk stamp was in the orig inal 1864 all oca tion, the date of iss ue being 

2.8. 1864. Mr. P. Co llas has discussed the use of this fr ank in Philately f rom A ustralia , 
December 1980, p. 92, and has sugges ted it would have been obsolete by 1866. A 
" Return of Frank Stamps Issued" da ted February 14th , 1872 lists this frank stamp as 
hav ing been returned to the Post Office. This frank might be expected to be of so me 
rar ity, and in fact no copy is known to modern co llec tors. It was, however, li sted by 
Stanley Gibbons in their catalogues of 1897 and 1900. In that li sting " Officer" is 
omi tted fro m the title, but is included in all references to thi s frank in Rundell 's 
ex tracts, so presumably appeared on th e handstamp. 

One die only H andsta mped 

19. POSTM ASTER -GENER A L 

(i) blue (Stan ley G ibbons 1897, 
1900) 

The Pos tmaster-General was in the origin al 1864 all ocati on, and the frank stamp 
ca me in to use on 2.8. 1864. 

The Pos tmaster-General frank sta mps a re quite co mplex, because so me of the dies 
occur in different states, and very large numbers of electros were used for the printed 
franks, which were bro ught into use in 1873, fift een years before the fac ility was made 
ava il abl e to the other Departm ents. The different states of the dies are not considered 
here. 

Die I. " FRANK STAM P" al base. Hands lamped 

Die 2. Smaller let ters, wi th neurons Handstam ped 
al each side of "OF" and under 
" VICTORI A" 

Die 3. Fleurons as Die 2 but larger, Handstamped 
less-spaced letters 

Printed 

Die 4. "V ICTORI A" a l base Handstamped 
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(i) blue 1864-3 1.1 2. 1866 

(i) blue 17. 12. 1867- 13. 1.1 873 

(i) blue 1.3. 1873- -.8. 1885 
(ii) vio let 1898 (rare) 

(i ii) red 18. 10. 1894 

(i) blue (shades) 24.7. 1876- 1894 
(also on postcards, 9 .2. 1878-
1894) 

(ii) bl ack 17.4.1889 on 
(ii i) red 16.7 .1894 on 
Large numbers of electros. 

(i) blue 23.2. 1874 
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20. THE PR ESIDENT, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
The authorisation for The President of the Legislative Council (Act No. I 042, 

section 7) came into force on January !st, 1890, and the frank stamp was presumably 
brought into use on th at date. Special authorisation for the use of this frank was 
needed si nce The Pres ident was not a head of a department, and was not covered by 
th e 1864 legis latio n. 

One die only Printed 

Handstarnped 

21. MINISTER OF PUBLIC I NSTRUCTION 

(i) red 30.7. 1895- 1902 
(ii) black 1898 

Two electros identified in red, and 
two in black . 

(i) red 1896 

The Department of Public Instruction was formed in 1873. An unusual fea ture of 
the frank stamps of this Department is that the printed frank s are from a distinctive 
die from which no handstamped examples are known . 

Die I. "R" of"V ICTOR IA" under Handstamped 
and to left of "P" of "STAMP". 

Die 2. "R" of "V ICTOR IA" under Handstarnped 
" P" of "STA MP" . 

Die 3. " R" of "V ICTO RI A" under Printed 
"M P" of "STAMP". The crown is a 
different shape to Die I. 

22. COMMISSIONER OF P UBLIC WORKS 

(i) blue 28.2. 1873- 1879 (also on 
postcard, 1873-1878) 

(i) blue 1880- 1892 (also on 
postcard, ? date) 

(ii) red 189 1-1892 
(iii) black 1894- 1895 

(i) black 17.6. 1889 on (a lso on 
postcard, ? date, on registered 
envelope, 190 1, and on wrapper , 
? date) 

About 20 electros identified. 

This frank was in the origi nal 1864 alloca tion which came into use on 2.8. 1864. The 
title was changed to the Department of Public Works in 1886, and the Commissioner 
frank stamps were discontinued, although there is some slight overlap. 

Die I. " OF'" over coat-of-arms Handstamped 

Die 2. "FRAN K" over coat-of-arms Handstamped 

Die 3. Narrower letters Handstamped 

Die 4. "COMMISSIONER" in full. Handstamped 
Double- lined ci rcle 

23. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

(i) blue 1864- 1868 
(ii) vio let 1895 

(i) blue 1870 ('?) 
(ii) vio let 1879 

(i) vio let 1880 
(ii) bl ue 1881 

(i) blue 1889 
(ii) red 1889 

This frank superseded that of the Commissioner of Public Works in 1886. 

Die I. "F RANK STAMP" at base. Han dstamped 

Die 2. "V ICTO RIA " at base Handstarnped 

Printed 
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(i) vio let 1886 (and see Philatelic 
Record, March 1888, p. 38) 

(ii) red ? date 
(iii) blue ? date 

(i) violet 1894 on 

(i) black 3. 10.1889 on 
At leas t 12 different electros. 
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24. COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS 
This frank replaced that for the Commissioner of Railways and Roads when the 

title of the Commissioner was changed in 1883 . 

One die on ly Handstamped 

25. MI N ISTER OF RAILWAYS 

(i) vio let (rare) 23.2 . 1883 
(ii) blue 17.3. 1883- 189 1 

The Railways came under control of a Ministry in 1889, and frank stamps thus 
inscribed replaced those for the Commissioner of Railways. These frank stamps are 
unusual in that of the three dies identified, one occurs handstamped only, and the 
other two printed only, with no handstamped examples being identified. 

Die I. "FRANK" and "STAMP" Handstamped 
curved lines 

Die 2. "FRANK" and "STAMP" in Printed 
straight lines 

Die 3. Very like Die I but Printed 
"FRANK" and "STAMP" in larger 
and thicker letters. 

Number of elec tros used for each die is unkn own. 

(i) blue 9.4. 1889-1896 (also on 
postcard, ? date) 

(i) blue (very rare) 10.5.1889 

(i) black 24. 12. 1892 on (also on 
lettercard,? date, see Australian 
Chir Cha t. July 1974, p. 49; and 
on postcard, 16.7. 1896-
22.5. 1902) 

26. COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS AND ROADS 
This frank stamp was one of the original 1864 allocation and ca me into use on 

2.8.1864. The title of the office was changed to the Commissioner of Railways in 
1883. 

Die I. " VICTORIA" in straight line Handstamped 
over "F RANK STAMP" 

Die 2. "V ICTOR IA " in curved line Handsta mp 
over " FRANK STAM P" 

27. ROYAL MINT, MELBOURNE 

(i) blue 1864-30.12. 1870 
(ii) red (rare) 12. 12. 1872 

(i) blue 13.6.1878- 1880 
(ii) vio let (rare) 188 1 

This is a rare frank stamp in use by at least 1898. The Royal Mint was not a 
separate department (it was controlled by the Treasury) and thus was not covered by 
the 1864 legislation, but no authorisation for its introduction has been found . It is the 
on ly sub-department to be issued with a frank stamp. 

One die only 

28. SOLICITOR-GENERAL 

Hand stamped (i) blue (rare) 28.4. 1899-22. 1.1 902 
(ii) red (Sranley Gibbons Monthly 

Journal, March 1898, p. 172) 
(iii) violet (Stanley Gibbons 

Monthly Journal, March 1898, 
p. 172) 

The date of introduction of this frank stamp is uncertain . The earliest dated copy is in 
1871. 

One die only Handstamped 

Printed 
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(i) blue 27.3. 187 1- 1882 
(ii) black (rare) 1897 

(i) black -.9. 1894 on (a lso on 
postcard, ? date) 

At least 14 different electros. 
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29. THE SPEAKER 
This frank was introduced together with that for The President, Legislative 

Counci l, as authorised by Act No . 1042, section 7, coming into force on January 1st, 
1890. Its usage was limited and it is quite scarce, occurring only handstamped. 

One die onl y Handstamped (i) blue 4.12.1893-4.9. 1902 

30. COMMISSIONER OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS 
A frank stamp for this officer was introduced in 1870. They were replaced by those 

inscribed "Department of Trade and Customs" in 1894. The die used for the printed 
frank s has not been seen handstamped . 

Die I . Larger letters. "N" of Handstamped 
" FRANK " and " M" of "STAM P" 
wide. 

Die 2. Smaller letters. "N'' of Handstamped 
" FRANK" and " M" of "STAM P" 
narrow 

Die 3. Larger size. " VICTORIA " Printed 
and "FRANK STAM P" in se riffed 
capita ls. 

(i) blue (rare) 13 .8. 1870 
(ii) red (very rare) 1874 

(iii) violet (very rare) 1883 

(i) blue (rare) 31.3 .1880-28.4. 1880 
(ii) violet (rare) 2. 11.1 882-3.2. 1886 

(iii) red (very rare) 16. 7. 1889 

(i) black 31.2 .1893- 10.4 .1895 (also 
on postcard, 1896, see The 
Philatelist . June 1962, p. 194) 

At least 7 different electros. 

31. DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS 
A frank stamp inscribed "Department of Trade and Customs" superseded that for 

fhe Commissioner in 1894. 

One die on ly Handstamped 

Printed 

32. THE TREASURER 

(i) red (very rare) 1894 
(ii) vio let (Robson Lowe, Higgins 

and Gage) 

(i) black 20.9. 1894 on (also on 
postcard, 1898-20.8. 190 I) 

At least 15 different electros. 

This frank stamp was in the original 1864 all ocation and came into use on 2.8.1864. 

Die I. Wide letters 

Die 2. Narrow letters 

Handstamped 

Handstamped 

Printed 

33. MINISTER OF WATER SUPPLY 

(i) blue (very rare) ? date 

(i) blue 7. 11 . 1873- 1885 
(ii) black (rare) 6.9.1883- 1884 

(i) blue 7.3. 1888-9.4.1896 (also on 
postcard ? date) 

(ii) black 8.3.1889 on (also on 
wrapper, 1889 on , and on 
registered envelope, 1899 on) 

Probably about 30 different electros. 

The earliest known date for a frank stamp of the Minister of Water Supply is in 
1891. 

One die only Handstamped 

Printed 
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(i) vio let 1893 
(ii) red -.6.1894- -. 1.1 896 

(i) blue (rare) ? date 
(ii) black 17.4. 1891 -28 .5.1897 (also 

on postcard , 1891) 
At least 12 different electros. 
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RARITY 

The Purves co llecti on of fr ank stamps includes the David Hill stock of cut-outs, 
totalling 2 11 2 exa mples. Amongs t Purves' notes is a li st detail ing this stock, which is 
presented here to provide some indica tion of the relati ve rarity of each department. 
This li st does not take any acco unt of mint and used, or of dies and colours, and its 
accuracy depends on it being a random sa mpl e. This may not be so, since, for 
example, the Postmas ter-General appears to be under-represented, whereas the 
Treasury (where David Hill work ed) , while one of the co mm onest Frank s, represents 
more th an 25% of all the cut-outs in the stock. Nevertheless, it is beli eved the li st 
prov ides a reasonably accura te indica tion of the co mm onness or otherwise of each 
department. 

The Dav id Hill stock compri ses th e foll owing: 

Department of Agriculture 
Attorney-General 
Chief Secretary 
Co mm and ant Local Forces 
Commiss ioner of Crown Lands and Survey 
Minister of Defence 
Govern or of Victoria 
Governor-Genera l 
Minister of Hea lth 
Minister of Justice 
Minister of Lands and Agriculture 
Minister of Lands and Survey 
Minister of Min es 
Pos tm aster-General 
The Pres ident , Legislati ve Council 
Min is ter of Public Instructi on 
Commissio ner of Public Work s 
Department of Public Works 
Co mmissioner of Ra il ways 
Minister of Ra il ways 
Commissioner of Rail ways and Roads 
Royal Mint, Melbourne 
So licitor-General 
The Speaker 
Co mmissioner of Trade and Customs 
Departm ent of Trade and Customs 
The Treas urer 
Minister of Water S upply 

4 
78 

181 
18 
2 
5 

25 
I 

22 
11 3 
185 
27 

26 1 
65 
4 

69 
78 

2 
17 

11 4 
43 

2 
11 8 
15 
27 

2 
700 

I 

This author believes that Minister of Defence, Pos tm as ter-General, and Min is ter of 
Water Supply are under-represented in th e above lis t. 

It will be noted th at fi ve fr ank stamps are not represented at all in the above li st. 
These are: 

Colonel Comm and ant of Vo lunteers 
Co mm ander of H.M. Land Forces 
Co mm ander of H.M. Sea Forces 
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Commissariat Staff 
Officer Commanding Royal Artillery 

Of these, Colonel Commandant of Volunteers, and Commander of H.M. Land 
Forces are very rare (see Catalogue), but no examples of the last three are known to 
present-day collectors. 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

France 

For the meeting on 18th February members 
were given a display of various aspects of French 
philately from the co ll ect ion of the late Mr Peter 
Edmonds. The display was presented and 
introduced by Mr Alan White. 

The major portion of the display of stamps was 
a study of the perforated Napo leon issue of the 
Second Repub lic, 1863- 1870, concentrating on 
the different shades and printings. 

The 19th century postal markings were 
illustrated by tracing the succession of marks used 
at two different towns. The large and smal l 
numeral types, the different styles of circu lar 
datestamps , and various rai lway (T.P.0 .) 
postmarks were all shown. 

Unusual methods of mail transport included 
severa l "Par Ballon Monte" covers from the 
Siege of Paris, 1870-1, and covers and cards, 
including the special postal stationery, from the 
Pneumatic Post of Paris. 

Pigeon Posts 

The subject of the meeting on 18th March was 
Pigeon Posts of the World, presented by Mr 
Horace Chisholm . 

The first time pigeons were used for carrying 
the mail was at the Siege of Paris in 1870-71. Mr 
Chisholm showed a photographically-reduced 
message sheet as carried by the pigeons. 

The most famous pigeon posts were of course 
those operated al Great Barrier Island in New 
Zealand arou nd the turn of the century. Mr 
Chisholm explained the ri va lry between th e two 
companies providing the service - The Original 
Great Barrier Pigeongram Service, and the Great 
Barrier Pigeongram Agency. 

Examples of all the va rious issues of stamps 
were shown, a nd the collection was notable for the 
number of fl own flim sies which it included . 

Reconstructed plates of the 6d and I/
triangular issue of the Great Barrier Pigeongram 
Agency were included , and forgeries of the same 
issue. A rarity was the I/- triangular cancelled by 
the boxed "G BA /NZ" marking - the only 
example known on the 1/-, and only two other 
copies (on the 6d) are recorded . 
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Islands Philately 

Mr Peter Jaffe's display on 15th April was 
"ma inly islands", and covered a variety of British 
Co lonial material from most continents. 

Europe was represented by a Id black used on a 
cover from Guernsey. 

From Africa came a mini-display of Mauritius. 
This concentrated on De La Rue Pence covers, 
including a Id so ldier's letter of 1860, and on the 
series of numeral obliterators. 

A very rare Asian item was the I 2c Hong Kong 
cancelled by the I 0 x I 0 gri lle of dots used in 
Labuan. 

The Australasian material included a study of 
the ear ly British Solomon Islands cancellations, 
and two U.S.A.-Samoa combin ation covers. 

Inevitably, with Mr Jaffe, we come to the 
British West Indies, and from this area came 
some exceptional rari ties. From Antigua there 
was a G. B. 6d cancelled with the A 18 obliteralor 
in use at English Harbo ur. The Grenada 188 1 1/id 
wmk , upright with variety P of POSTAGE 
om itted may be the only recorded copy. From St. 
Vi ncent there were 1864 and 1874 sailors' letters, 
an 1880 5/- die proof, and a page of the 1881 4d 
on I/ -, including an example of the close spacing. 

Australian Commonwealth Id King George V 

The subject of the meeting on 29th April was 
the Australian Comm onwealth Id King George 
V. The display was presented by Messrs C. G. 
Skewes, T. Carter, D. Terrington and J . Eagles. 

Mr Skewes illustrated the layout of the pl ates, 
and showed a number of constant varieties in their 
various states from the initi al one in red , through 
violet to green, in all watermarks a nd 
perforations. Included were exa mples of the 
rusted cliches and substituted cliches. Also shown 
was a mint block of 4 in the lilac-rose shade. This 
very rare shade used to be catalogued by the 
A.C.S.C. as G28\/2. 

Mr Carter dealt with the Die 2 variety, 
explaining its origins and expounding the theory 
that the plates were rolled in vertical columns, 
from base to top of plate. This has been deduced 



J UNE 1982 

by careful measurement of the angle of th e Die 2 
naw on each of the units on which it occ urs, and 
was demonstra ted on the displayed sheets. A !so 
shown was a pane in green, in two halves, showing 
all th e Die 2 units. 

Mr Terrington displayed the ra nge of shades 
found on the Id red, and explai ned the use of th e 

PH ILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

U.Y. lamp in conjunction with norm al daylight 
examin ation. Amongst the copies shown were 
three used exa mples of the true sa lm on-eosin , one 
being va riety dot before I. 

Mr Eag les a lso showe d s ha des a nd 
demonstrated the compila tion of a se ri es of 
stamps of progressive shades into "colour wheels" 
usi ng dated copies . 

THE ROY AL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

At the May 11th meeting of th e Roya l Sydney 
Phi latelic Club, there was a di splay of the J . 
Whitsed Dovey Collection - Philatelic Terms 
Ill ustrated, Volume 5 by the Curator. This is an 
ex tensive collection and the vo lu me ex hibited 
showed numerous varieties of wa term ark s and 
perforations as well as ill ustrating other term s. 

The crea ti on of a Norfolk Island Study Circle 
was decided upon and this wi ll meet for the fi rst 
time on Thursday, 22 nd J uly, at Phi las House at 
7.30 p.m. If interes ted please contact the Royal 
Sydn ey Phi latelic Clu b for furt her deta il s. 
Enquiries are welcome. 

The next meetings for the Royal Sydney 
Philatelic Club wi ll be: 
June 8th " Oddities a nd Rarities of the Sta mps of 
the Comm onwealth of Austra lia". 
Ju ly 13th Annu al Genera l Meeting. Display by 
the Pres ident. 

fl has been decided lo hold the meeti ngs as of 
the A.G.M . in Ju ly at the earl ier hour of 7. 30 
p.m., instead of 8.00 p. m. Wi ll members and 
visitors please note this if intending to attend hhe 
July or later meetings. 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
Every month in our Au ctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Austra lia, Papua New Guinea 

and other Briti sh Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
(inc. Prices Realised) to December 1982, $14.00 

Overseas rates on appli cation 

-+c Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement -+c 

P. J. DOWNIE PTY. LTD. 
242 SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 

Phone: 663 4911 . Telegrams & Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne. Telex AA 37272 

Member A.S.D.A. Melbourne A.S.D.A. New York P.T.S. London 
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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
STUDY GROUP 

ANNOUNCE 
A NEW PUBLICATION 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
THE POSTAL STATIONERY TO 1914 

An entirely new look at the Pos tal Stationery of Western Austra lia . This vo lume is com piled 
by Brian Pope and Phil Thomas and covers all aspects of the topic. In excess of 150 pages, 
fully illustrated and : 

A COMPANION VOLUME 
to Western Austra li a. The Stamps and Postal History. W.A.S.G. 1979. 

EDITION LIMITED TO 1000 COPIES ... 
Pre-publica tion purchase offer ... orders must be received on or before 31 August 1982 and 

posted with remittance to W.A. Study Group. 

I A$15.00 I 
Pre-publication 

P.O. Box T1774, Perth. 6001. I A$20.00 I 
Western Australia. Shelf price ....._ _____ _, 

Postal stationery is undergoing increased interest so please post your orders early. The 
vo lume also provides an indica tion of rarity. 

ONE HUNDRED NUMBERED COPIES AVAILABLE 
AT A$5.00 extra. 

If requested, an endeavo ur wi ll be made to match numbers allocated to you in the previous 
vo lume. No need to qu ote your number, a full li st has been retained . 
Please pay by cheq ue drawn on an Australian Bank o~ by International Bank Draft made 
payable to: Western Austra lia Study Group. 
Postage and packing costs: 

Overseas: I book A$3.00 up to 3 books A$5.25 
Within Australia (except W.A.) up to 3 books $4.50 
Within Western Australia up to 3 books $2.10 

NAME ........................................... . ............................. . 

ADDRESS ..................................................................... . 
I wish to purchase .......... copies at A$15.00 each . 
I wish to purchase .......... numbered copies at A$20.00 each. 
D please tick if previous number required: 
Plus post/ packing for wh ich I remit ........ .. 

TOTAL ................... SIGNED ............... ........ ................. .. 
A photocopy of this order form will be accepted. 
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BUYING & SELLING 

COLLECTIONS 

WANTED 

$500 to $50,000 

SPOT CASH 

SEE US ... 

A.S.A. ST AMPS Pty Ltd 
140 RUNDLE MALL 

ADELAIDE 5000 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

POSTAL HISTORY 
of 

TASMANIA 

STA TE & FEDERAL 
PERIODS 

Send for our monthly catalogues 

PORT ARTHUR STAMPS 

178 Macquarie St. 

HOBART 7000 

Phone (002) 23 6888 
A.H. (002) 31 0505 

THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. R. BUTLER, HDP, FHPSL 

Crown Quarto (9~ in x 7J~ in) with 188 pages, 4 plates in full colour and 
over 100 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book inc'udes numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first time details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, comprehensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an es timate of its relative rarity. 

Bound in buckram , stamped in gold with four-colour book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should be sent to: 
The Secretary 

THE HOYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 Devonshire Place, London \VlN lPE 
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RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 

Australasia's Largest Stamp Auction Gallery. 
offers the collector /investor .... 

* Regular Monthly Public 
and Postal Bid Sales. 

* Over Three Million Dollars of 
material offered annually. 

* Pre-sale inspection in Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

* Unparalleled service and confidential 
advice for collectors and investors. 

* Private Treaty. 

A complimentary copy of our current 
auction catalogue is available on mention 
of this advertisement. 

RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLER( Es 351 Collins Street Melbourne 3000 Australia 

Phone (03) 62 5271 

MEMBER: Australasian Stamp Dealers Association, American Stamp Dealers Association Inc., 
Philatelic Traders Society Ltd. 
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-----------THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
The Philatelic Society of Victoria which was founded in 1892, and which in 1946 had the privilege 
conferred upon it of the use of the prefix " ROYAL" is a Society to which yo u, as a collector, shou ld 

belong. Among its many advantages are: 

* SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL 
ORGAN: Philately from Australia 
is posted free to all members. 
* MEETINGS held on the third 
and fifth Thursday of the month at 
7.45 pm in its own premises , 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne 3141 . 
* EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate 
regularly within Australia to· 
interested members. 
* THE SALES BRANCH enables 
members to buy and sell stamps not 
considered suitable by the vendor for exchange 
sheets. Postal bids accepted from members for any 
item . 
* COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY is open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other night 
monthly or by arrangement with the Librarian . 
Also 12.30 on first Wednesdays. 
* CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic journals printed in English arc available 
on the tables at the Society's rooms . 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

* QUARTZ LAMP & 
MICROSCOPE and a Reference 
Forgery Collection are available. 

* MONTHLY DISPLAYS: It has 
always been Society policy to obtain 
the best available collections for 
display at Society monthly meetings. 
Lectures and discussions by leading 
philatelists enable members to 
improve their philatelic knowledge. 

* PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society includes experts on 

almost all branches of Philately, whose advice is 
always available. 

* THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee: $25 .00; Annual Subscription : City and 
Metropolitan Members, $25.00; Country, 
Interstate and Overseas, $20.00. 

* ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be 
directed to Miss MYRA FARLEY (Secretary), 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

*OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately from 
Australia is available to members at 
special subscription rate . 

* MEETING ROOM : The Club meets 
at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month First Floor Meeting Room, 
Philas House , 17 Brisba ne Street , 
Sydney. 

* EXCHANGE BRANCH : Members 
arc entitled to receive the Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly within 
Australia . 

* LlBRAR Y: A library, comprising 1000 
volumes, is available for use of members by 
arrangement with the Librarian . 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS shou ld be addressed to -

* MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Displays 
of interesting collections and philatelic 
items are a feature of the monthly 
meetings of the Club. It is the policy of 
the Club to bring to the members the 
best available displays, while lectures 
and discussions help to further the 
philatelic knowledge of members. The 
advice of members, experts in most 
branches of philately, is always available 
when requested . 

* THE CLUB'S FEES arc : City members: $6.00; 
Country members. $4.50. 

* SUBSCRIPTIONS arc due I July yearly. 
There is no entrance fee payable. 

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 
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WE MAY NOT HA VE BEEN HERE 
WHEN THIS MAP WAS DRAWN 
IN 1854, BUT WE ARE HERE NOW! 

In fact, we have been here since 1948, upholding the Harmer traditions and reputation 
for a specialised and personal auction service for the philatelist. 
We have come a long way since the birth, in London, of the Harmer world-wide 
organisation in 1918. 
Whether as buyer or seller, please join us as we strive towards even better services, and 
benefit from all those past years of experience in philatelic selling. 

REMEMBER. AUCTIONS SPEAK LOUDER 
THAN WORDS! 

BEFORE ACCEPTING THAT FIRST OFFER, CONTACT US. 

HARMERS OF SYDNEY PTY. LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STA MP AUCTIONEERS 

17 BRISBANE STREET, DARLINGHURST, N.S.W. 
2010 

Correspondence to: P. 0 . Box 517, Dar//nghurst, N.S. W. 2010 
Tel: (02) 264 8685 and 264 8830 

Advocate Press Ply. Ltd .. Melbourne 3000. 


