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Philately from Australia 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

(a) From Australian and New Zealand residents: $7.50 per annum. 

(b) From overseas residents: £6 sterling for British Empire (except 
Canada) and US$12.00 for United States and Canada. 

Most back issues (Vols I-X) are still available at $3 .00 per copy; 
$2 .50 per copy from Vol XI onwards (Australian); £2/£1.50 sterling 
(British Empire); and $3 .50/$2.50 (United States and Canada) . All 
prices include postage. 

Overseas residents are asked to make payment in Australian 
currency by bank draft on a Melbourne bank. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $60.00 $55 .00 

Full Page $50.00 $45.00 

Half Page $30.00 $25 .00 

Quarter Page $20.00 $17.50 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas are at the sterling 
equivalent of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 
the Business Manager, Box 2071, Melbourne 3001. 



Latest Philatelic Publications 
The Early Cook Islands Post Office, A. R. Burge 

The Airmails of New Guinea 1922-42, D. Hare 

Queensland Postal Stationery, P. Collas 

The Ross Smith Air Stamp, Nelson Eustis 

Victoria: The 5/-, 1867-1901, and 1/-, 5/-, £1, £2, 
1901 -1912, J . R. W. Purves 

Victoria: Travelling Post Offices, 1865-1912, 
J . R. W. Purves 

Commonwealth of Australia: Postage Due Stamps 
R. P. Hyeronimus 

Postage extra - Prices recommended only 

THE HA WT HORN PRESS 
"Viewfield " Mount Macedon, Victoria. 3441. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

$10.00 

$7.50 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 

We have recently priced and put into stock a Gold Medal Collection 
of this most interesting country. Many fine covers, stamps, proofs, 
Postal Stationery and Coolgardie Cycle Express Stamps on Cover . 
Advise us of your particular interest and photostats will gladly be sent. 

55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1Y 9DG ENGLAND 

Telephone: 01-499 178112 (24-hour answering service) 
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~==PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 
Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publlcatlon Fund 

CONFEDERATE STATES 
Civil \Var Prisons and Their Covers, E. Antrim 1962 

OVERSEAS 

$1 0.00 D 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues, F . E. Patterson, III 1965 $10.00 D 
Corrientes, The Issues of 1856-59, L. Stich 1957 $2.00 D 
French Colonies, The General Issues, H. G. Stone 1961 $2.00 D 
French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, C. Neidorf $1.50 D 
Honduras, The Black Airmai l, I. I. Green 1962 $1.00 D 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, Korea Stamp Society $10.00 D 
Manchoukuo, l-1. K. Zirkle 1964 $10.00 D 
The Postage Stamps of Nepal, H. D. S. Haverbeck 1962 $10.00 D 
The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps & Their History, N. I-lals & P. Callas 1968 $10.00 D 
New Zealand, 1898-1900, Gt. Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, 

J. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and 1-1. M. Goodkind 1969 $5.00 D 
A Postal History of Spain, T. Van Dam 1973 $12.00 D 

COLLECTORS CLUB 
The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes I ro 50, 

1922-197 1, E. C. Wilkens and John D. Dowd 1972 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 

s10.oo D 

"We Pay More - Why Sell For Less?" 
WE HAVE 

Been trading for forty years. 
Established a reputation for fair trading. 

WE NEED 
More material. 
Collections - Good Accumulations - Single Rarities. 

WE ARE 
Jealous of our reputation. It Is your guarantee of a fair deal. 

Telephone: 63 6751 

Contact us before you sell - it will pay you! 

Max Stern & Co. 
PORT PHILLIP ARCADE, Off 234 Flinders Street, MELBOURNE 3000 

ALL MAIL TO: GPO BOX 997H, MELBOURNE 3001 
Member A.S.D.A. MelbournA A.S.D.A. New York P.T.S. London 
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AUSIPEX '84 FOR MELBOURNE 
R.P.S.V. GIVES THE FIRST DONATION, $1000 

Melbourne wi ll stage a great international philatelic exhib ition from 2 1 September 
to 30 September 1984. 

It has been named AUS IP EX '84. 
There will be more than 2000 frames, a selection from The Royal Co llection and a 

considerab le Co urt of Honour. 
It wi ll occupy the Western and Eastern Annexes of the Exhibition Building, 

Centennial Hall , and the Convention Centre. 
This wi ll cover 120,000 square feet. 
There wi ll be lounges around the hall where people may rest. 
Associated with the exhibition wi ll be THE AUSS I E CLU B, which will have an 

upstairs lounge and restaurant on a carpeted area. 
The club wi ll have 200 patrons, who subscribe $250 each, and 2000 members who 

contribute $50. 
The organisers of AUS IP EX '84 are represen tatives of the Royal Phil atelic Society 

of Victoria, the Australi an Stamp Dealers' Association, the Victorian Philatelic 
Association, the Victorian Stamp Promotion Co unci l, and Australia Post. 

Mr J. Gartner, R.D.P ., F.R .P.S.L. , President of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria, is President and the Vice-Presidents are Mr R.H. Gamble (Australia Post) , 
Mi ss I. E. Kerry, (V .P.A. and V.P.S.A.), and Mr R. P. T. Chapman,M .B.E. 

" It wi ll be the greatest philatelic exhibition ever held in Australia and it will be an 
exhibition that wi ll be remembered for a long time," Mr Gartner promised when 
making the first public announcement at the March meeting of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victoria . 

The Council of the Society has given the first donation, $1000. 
AUS IP EX '84 wi ll be the first major philatelic exh ibition in Melbourne since 

MI PEX, 1963; the first for 21 years . 
The Treasurer, Mr A. W. Bunn, F.R.P .S.L., wi ll be glad to receive donations to the 

Exhibition and app lications for membership of THE AUSSIE C LUB . 
The Executi ve Officer, Miss M. Farley, says that donations of stamps for the first 

AUSIPEX '84 auction wi ll be gratefu lly received . 
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The AUSJPEX '84 address is G.P.O. Box 8484, Melbourne, 3001, Australia. 

The Officers will be: 
EXECUTIVE COMM ITTEE 

President: Mr J . Gartner. 
Vice-Presidents: Mr R. H. Gamble, Miss I. E. Kerry, and Mr R. P. T. Chapman, 

M.B.E. 

Treasurer: Mr A. W. Bunn . 
Executive Officer: Miss M. Farley. 
Assistant to Executive Officer: Miss J . Buchanan . 

EXHIBITION COMMITTEES 

FINANCE - Chairman, Mr A. W. Bunn; Vice-Chairman, Mr L. Buchanan; 
Secretary, Miss I. Kerry; Members, Mr M. Watson and The Rev. E. K. Ditterich. 

AWARDS AND MEDALS - Chairman, Mr E. Lyon; Vice-Chairman , Mr J. 
Trowbridge; Secretary, Mrs H. Wells; Members, Mr J . Eagle, Mr J . Hitch . 

PUBLICITY AND FUNCTIONS - Chairman, Mr R. P. T. Chapman; Vice­
Chairman, Mr J . Hawker; Secretary, Mrs P. Chapman; Members, Mr K. Glover, Mr 
N. Godbold, Mr R. Kelly, Mr A. Boyd and Mr C. Brown . 

PROSPECTUS AND CATALOGUE - Chairman, Dr G. Kellow; Vice­
Chairman, Mr P. Collas, Secretary, Miss B. Nielsen; Members, Mr A. Molander, 
Mr D. Baker, Mr R. Lloyd-Smith and Mr A. White. 

DISPLAY - Chairman, Mr D. Napier; Vice-Chairman, Mr P. Barlow; Secretary, 
Mr. E. Prince; Members, Mr G. T. White, Mr J . Trowbridge, and Mr L. Buchanan. 

SECURITY - Chairman, Mr J. Turnbull; Vice-Chairman, Mr M. Sulley; 
Secretary, Mr R. Lloyd-Smith; Members, Mr J . Ceravolo, Mr B. Wells, and Mr R. 
Kelly . 

RECEPTION AND ACCOMMODATION - Chairman, Mrs Z. Gartner; 
Members, Mrs B. Russell-Jones, Mrs M. Bunn, Mrs P. Jaffe, Mrs K. Duffy and Mrs 
P. Chapman (advisory capacity). 

A.S.D.A. - Chairman, Mr R. J . Kelly; Vice-Chairman, Mr V. C. Schofield; 
Secretary, Mrs L. Walker; Members, Mr F. R. Andersen, Mr P. J. Edmonds, Mr R. 
Juzwin , Mr V. G. Walker, Mr A. C. Campe (N.S.W.), Mr E. J . Ingram (Q'land) and 
Mr W. P. M. Smits (W.A.). 

AUSTRALIA POST - Chairman, Mr C. Sharman; Vice-Chairman, Mr R. 
Breckon; Members, Mr J . Foley and Miss Christine Potts. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Engraver of N.Z. Newspaper Stamp Slill a 

Mystery 

The die for the V2d New Zealand Newspaper 
Stamp issued on New Year 's Day, 1873, was a 
woodblock cu l in Melbourne, but there is no 
philatelic record of who the craftsman was . 

It occurred to the editor that since New 
Zealand had used papers wate rm ark ed Sa nds and 
McDo uga ll (1855-57) and ln victa, a trade name 
of th e company ( 1872), for Chai on Heads, it 
might have approached Sands and McDougall, a 
Melbourne firm, with the order for the die, and 
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the engraver would have been an employee or one 
commissioned by it. 

He wrote to Sands and McDougall asking 
whether they had any record of the matter. 

The chai rm an of the company (Mr P. K. 
MacDougall) replied: 

"Thank you for your letter. I regret however 
that our records are not sufficiently complete to 
enable us to identify the unknown craftsman. It 
was during the middle 70s that we had a 
disastrous fire and it is known that a ll records 
which had been accumulated to that date were 
unfortunately des troyed. I regret I am unable to 
help you with thi s important matter." 



TWO DESPICABLE THEFTS CARRY 
URGENT WARNING 

Australi a has been suffering a plague of stamp thefts and among recent victims 
have been two of Melbourne's most respected lady philateli sts, Miss Julie Resch and 
Miss Helen Serjeant White. 

Both are in advanced years. Both li ve a lone. 
Miss Resch's stamps were stolen while she was having Christm as dinner with a 

relati ve; Miss Serjeant White's co llecti on while she was attending the annual meeting 
of the Women's Philatelic Society. 

In one case it appears that a dog was silenced. 
Miss Serjea nt White's loss included the Victorian Charities of 1897 form 

reproduced in the December 1980 issue of Philately f rom A us tralia (P. 87). 
Theft of a stamp co ll ection is a contemptible thing because a co llection usually 

represents a lifetim e of effort and in these two instances, it was alm ost as 
co ntemptible a theft as can be imagined. T he personal sy mpathy of every phil atelist 
who knows them intimately has go ne out to the victim s. Their suffering is the greater 
beca use the robber or ro bbers, in their hunt and in their haste, made each of the 
homes a mess th at had to be clea red up . 

Thei r conso lati on, inadequ ate though it must be, must be the realisation of the 
amount of pleasure their co llecti ons have given them, and the vast circle of fri ends 
they have made in phil ately, all of whom sincerely hope th at their stolen collections 
will be res tored to them. 

Other phil ateli sts are already mark ed down as potentia l victims. 
A phil ateli st who gave a displ ay to a suburban society as guest exhibitor some years 

ago has been th e recipient of bogus telephone ca lls, to see whether he was at home 
ever si nce, and in one instance, an attempt was made to lure him away. 

The ca ller represented him self as being from a major commercial radi o station , 
which he sa id , was conducting a general knowledge contest: " Answer the ques tion 
co rrectly and you' re on an overseas trip." 

Obviously there was more to it than that - a co ntes t at the studio with other 
winners for a "Grand Final" or to receive the pri ze - leav ing the home empty. 

The answer he go t was " It 's a hoax" and a receiver hung up in his ear - but this 
has been no deterrent. 

Philately from A ustra/ia appeals to all philateli sts to take measures to safeguard 
their treasures, prefera bly by plac ing them in sa fe deposit, and visiting them regularl y 
to air th e pages. 

Thi s is parti cul arl y important when owners are deterred fr om in surin g them by the 
high premiums consequent upon ball oonin g prices in the stamp market, the need to 
rev ise va lues continu ously, and the possibility th at the company may demand proof 
sa ti sfactory to itself, that the in surer was still the owner of all the materi al insured at 
the tim e of the theft , and th at it was in the pl ace from whi ch the booty was stolen . 

Philatelists natu rally like to have their co llec tions near at hand, for the pleasure 
they give, for study, and for the purpose of wo rking on them. 

But current circumstances demand that the va luable stamps kept at home be 
limited to those needed for use. 

The house should also be made as difficult to ente r as possible by the fitting of 
security locks and the keys carried on the person or planted - not in the fir st or 
second top drawers, which is where thieves loo k first. 
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Photostating of the important sections, with the photostats kept in another place, 
has been widely recommended, or, a detailed list with identification characteristics, 
such as postmark dates and position on stamps, or addresses on covers, shou ld be 
compiled. 

Co llectors should not talk about their stamps in public. 
With the current boom in co ll ecting, philatelic societies should be prepared to 

forego the pleasure of watching a rapidly swelling membership in favour of the 
wisdom of being carefu l in examining the credentials of those seeking membership. 

Law enforcement bodies at all levels shou ld be made to appreciate that the harm 
done by the theft of a stamp collection is far in excess of the monetary value, so that 
the gravity of the offences is understood and the sentences be made deterrent ones . 
. Otherwise philatelists wi ll have to face the possibility that a greater number of 

crim inals may be attracted to the stamp theft field, and that some of them may be 
prepared to use vio lence. 

THE THIRD TEN-YEAR INDEX TO 
PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

COVERS 1969-1978 
The third 10-year cumu lative index to Philately from Australia has now been 

published. 
Its publication means that more than 3500 references are avai lable to the vast 

amount of material published in the journal during its first 30 years. 
The new index covers the years 1969- 1978 (Volumes XXI-XXX) and, like its two 

predecessors, has been compi led by the editor, Mr H. L. Chisho lm . 
It contains about 1500 entries, considerably more than either of its forerunners, 

each of which had more than 1000 entries. 
In sty le and format it matches its two companion indexes and Philately from 

Australia itself. 
The system fo llowed in the first indexes has been maintained, and provides a quick 

and easy reference to the vast amount of material published during the period. All 
items regarded as of permanent value have been indexed, and cross-indexed where this 
has been considered justified. The index app lies not only to titles but to material 
within articles. 

Publication of this index is a renewed declaration of the belief th at as Philately 
from Australia is basically a journal of record, material published in it must be as 
easi ly avai lable to students as possible. 

All indexes are availab le from the Business Manager, Philately from Australia, 
Miss Joyce Buchanan, Box 207 1, Melbourne, Vic., 300 1. 

The Co unci l of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria has made a recommended 
price of $5.00 for the new index. That for the earlier indexes is $3.50 each. Postage is 
extra in all cases. The society is offeri ng the set of three vo lumes at $1 Q.00, plus $2.00 
for postage and packing (local). 
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Conducted by BILL EUSTACE 

Australia - 28 cent Christmas 1980 

In my recent travels I was shown a sheet of this stamp in a considerably deeper 
shade than normal. Unfortunately I was unable to secure a sample to check whether 
there were any differences of paper or perforation, nor have I seen any further 
examples. It may prove to have been nothing more than one of a small number of 
sheets from the early part of the run, whi le the press was being adjusted, th a t was 
considered "near enough" for delivering against the printing order. 

A us tralia 2 2 cent Aircraft 

From Row 6, No 3 of the lower part of the sheet where the left selvedge is 
imperforated comes a variety which is likely to be li sted in the next Comm onwealth 
Q E I I catalogue. 

It takes the form of a magenta dot on the port wing midway between the roundel 
and the fuselage. 

I have seen the variety at three or four different Post Offices and well over 100 
examples of it, so that it is certain ly semi-constant. Suppl ies from the same sheet at 
the Philatelic Bureau have no trace of the red spot and at those Post Offices which did 
have sheets "with" and "without" the variety could be found distributed at random 
through the same " lift". 

At first I thought that this must have been due to cy linder damage before or during 
the printing run and subsequent introduction of a second magenta cylinder, but 
according to the latest Philatelic Bulletin on ly one cylinder was used for each co lour. 
Certain ly a minute black spot on another stamp from sheets "with" and "without" 
the magenta spot confirms that there was no change of the black cylinder at th at time. 

Mrs. Yan Tenac of Adelaide, has told me there were two papers ava ilable there and 
also sent me blocks of the 22 cent Australia Day Stamp on cream and a whiter paper 
which I fee l wou ld be of specialist interest on ly. 

A NEW QUEENSLAND POSTAL 
STATIONERY ITEM 

By P. COL LAS, M .B.E .. F.R .P.S.L. 

A hitherto unrecorded item of Queensland postal stationery, was offered for sale at 
the Stan ley Gibbons (Austra lia) Pty. Ltd. postal sale in Melbourne in J anuary 198 1 
and has been acquired by a member of the Roya l Philatelic Society of Victoria. 

5 
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This item is a Id postcard, basica lly of the type of 1888-9 1, but with an impressed 
Id stamp, S. G. type 2 1. This combinati on has hitherto been unknown. 

A furth er intriguing feature, also unique so far as Queensland postal stationery is 
concerned, is th at the stamp impress ion was punctured 'OS'. 

The back of the card indicates th at it was a printed form of acknowledgement from 
the Department of Public Lands, Brisbane, and was addressed to Norm anton, being 
pos tmarked at Brisbane on 3 August 1910. 

As this type of postca rd , without the 'OS' puncture, was never issued to the public 
- other fo rm s of Id cards always being availabl e ove r post office counters - one 
may pres ume th at this offi cial ca rd would not have been printed had not the initial 
order comprised a reasonab le qu antity. Other ex amples may therefore ex ist. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
A nnual Index 

Beca use of prod uctio n diffi culties associated 
with the offset process it is not poss ible now to 
publish the ann ua l index to P. from A . in the 
December issue. 

The index to Vo l. XXX ll (1980)a ppea rs in this 
issue and fro m now, the index wil l appear in the 
March issue of the fo llowing yea r. 

6 Avoca S treet 

Mr D. N. Baker writes th at in addit io n to 
va rious ar ti sts' sketches specifica lly depicting 6 
Avoca Street, there is one by Arno Roger­
Genersh that co ncent ra tes on Lee Terrace as a 
whole, just showing part of No. 6. 

The sketch is one of twenty- nine prov ided by 
Mr. Roge r-Ge ners h to illu strate inte res ting 
a rchi tecture in th e Toora k and South Yarra area, 
in a book in the popular Sketchbook series 
publis hed by Rigby Ltd . in 1974, entitled Toorak 
and Sou th Yarra Sketchbook. 

The tex t acco mpanying each illustra tion is 
provided by Brian Ca rro ll. 

The fi rst two paragraphs of the tex t relating to 
Lee Terrace are of pa rticul ar interest to members 
of th e " Roya l" who are fam iliar wi th our 
headqua rters building. They read: 

" Lee Terrace is a good exa mple of how peo ple 
can live toge ther in architectural unity yet sti ll 
ma nage to express their individ uality. No ne of its 
occupa nts has felt it necessa ry to tear down the 
tradi tional cast iron or to paint his faca de pu rple, 
yet in th e pocket-sized gardens that fro nt thei r 
ind ividual houses, the people of Lee Terrace have 
adopted qu ite independent stances. One has opted 
fo r hollyhocks and a wild rose bush. One has lawn 
where another has white pebbles. Still another has 
a nati ve ga rden interspersed with red brick 
pav ing. 

" Perh aps the most interesting examples of the 
cas t-iron wo rk at Lee Terrace are the steps 
leading up to the first noor ba lco ny on the end 
ho use (No. 6), and the ba lustrades whi ch have 
been curved to match the projecting window." 
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American Visitor to 
S YDPEX 80 

Among the overseas vis itors to SY DP EX 80 
was Mr Dale E. Forster, of Oregon, U.S.A. 

Mr Forster displ ayed ea rl y N.S .W. in the 
Court of Honour. 

A King 's Coup 

Details of great events are related in the most 
unl ikely places. 

Here is a story from Douglas Co ll ins' P.O. W. , 
the record of his JO esca pes from prison camps. 

He was a British Army sergeant taken prisoner 
at Dunkirk , and whose break-o uts and subsequent 
transfers to other P.O. W. ca mps took hi m across 
Euro pe, to within 20 miles of Constanta on the 
Black Sea, where he had hoped to get a free and 
un official passage to Turkey. 

At the time the event related occurred, he was 
in a pri son ca mp in Ruma ni a, caught when about 
to ma ke his 11th attempt , for whi ch he was badly 
beaten up, and saved by a courageous Rum anian 
Lieutenant when in fr ont of a firing squad. 

Here is his story of the downfall of the 
Rum ani an dictator, General Ion Antonescu: 

" Rum a nia's defec ti on fro m th e sid e of 
Germ any was due to the Jong-awai ted Russian 
offensive in Bessara bi a, which had started th ree 
days prev iously. King Mi chael and everyo ne else 
except the Iron Guard recognized th at further 
res istance wou Id be useless, and on the night of 
August 23 Antonescu was in vi ted to attend on the 
king in his pa lace. 

" He ex pected he would be present at a council 
of wa r. Instead , he fo und Michael alone. 

" The yo ung man talked about his sta mp 
co llection, which ran ked among the fin est in the 
world , and th e surprised dictator was too polite to 
cut th e conversa tion short. 

"U nsuspectingly he stepped in to a small room 
to view the best stamps and as he did so the king 
ba nged th e door shut an d Jocked it a nd 
Antonescu's period of power was gone." 



~~1~~~11~~~~~~11~~111~~ 
C(5he C9ther Side of the T icture 
~~111~111~~~~~~111~~111~~ 

By G. T. WHITE, F.R.P.S. L. 

VICTORIA 
Two Remarkable Finds 

Mr. Robson Lowe has sent photographs of two recently-found Victorian items of 
great interest. 

The first is a mint block of 24 of the octagonal I/ - blue imperf of 1854 (S.G. 39). 
Previously the largest mint block known was a block of four . A used block of 12 is on 
record. 

The block, the bottom three rows of eight, has full margins, and is from the early 
state of the stone, in dull slate blue. 

It was found by an Adelaide doctor. (Seep . 9). 

Recently f ound Victoria cover, with an inter-panneau strip of three of the 
first s tate of the 3d Half-Length (T wo stamps from the left pane and one from 
the right ) as well as a Id with Butterfly 23 ( Burnbank) cancellation. 

The second is a letter with an inter-panneau strip of three of the first state of the 3d 
Half-Length. The strip consists of two stamps from the left pane and one from the 
right. 

They are position numbers 4, 5, and 1 of the intermediate stone of the Second 
printing. 

The cover also has a Id Half-Length from the right-hand side of the intermediate 
stone of the Second Printing . 

The letter was written at Glenmona on 7 June 1850 and cancelled with Butterfly 23 
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at Burnbank on 16 June. Other cancellations are Melbourne 17 June and Sydney 25 
June and it has a manuscript note on the front recording that it was received on 26 
November 1850. 

The letter was addressed to Miss Arabella Shore, (care of) the/ Revd I Shore/ 
Elmer's End/ Beckenham / Kent. 

Miss Shore received a warm, affectionate letter from her married son . 
It was found among a few family letters in an old cigar box. 
Both items will be sold with the third part of the Purves collection at the Robson 

Lowe auction at Zurich on 12- 15 May. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Small scratches on Perkins, Bacon Steel Plates . 

Further to this subject in 'The Other Side of the Picture' in the December 1980 
issue (p. 84) Mr. Brian Pope, of Perth, writes: 

I have looked at the photographs of the sheets of Western Australia Id . 2d. 4d . 6d . and 1/- held in the 
National Postal Museum, London. The original sheets are no longer complete but much of the selvedges 
remain and I can see no line or scratch on any of the va lues th at I can associate with a plate layout guide 
mark. 

The photographs in general are quite sharp and well defined so I would expect any such markings to 
show. 

There is a prominent dot over the 'W' of Western on Unit Rl / 7 which fits your description . The flaw 
near the Swan's beak is not apparent on the photograph but I have seen, what seems like the same thing, on 
a stamp and conclude that it was due to corrosion and was not a roller- fl aw . 

MR H. M. CAMPBELL REGAINS HIS 
R.D.P. MEDA.L 

Mr H. M. Campbell, R.D.P., is a happy and grateful man . After more than 4V2 
months hi s lost R.D.P. Medal is in his possession again. 

When someone writes a history of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, the story 
of Mr Campbell's medal should surely find a place . 

Mr Campbell signed the Roll at Cambridge on 22 August last (P. from A., Dec. 
1980, p. 80) and afterwards made a European tour on his way home. 

At Bullund on Jutland , he gave a suitcase containing the medal to Denair to go with 
him to Copenhagen and then be transferred to his Iraqi Airlines aircraft for the flight 
to Athens. 

When he reached Athens, the case did not appear. 
Repeated Telex messages from Athens and Melbourne to Baghdad over a period of 

months brought no result. 
Then , apparently, somebody found and opened the case, and seeing that printed 

matter in it was in English sent it to British Airways at Heathrow. 
Mr Campbel l's Melbourne telephone number was in it and British Airways rang 

him from London to check that the case was his . 
Receiving his assurance that it was, they new the case to Melbourne and then 

telephoned him from Tullamarine, saying he could pick it up at the Ansett Terminal 
in Franklin Street. 

Finding the medal was in it was pure delight. 
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WORLD-CLASS FIND AFTER 126 YEARS 

This block, the bottom three rows of a sheet of Victoria's first I/- stamp, the octagonal blue imper/orate 
of July I 854. raises the size of the larges I known mini block from four to 24. /1 is the early state of the stone 
in dull s/a1e blue. 



PD. REGISTERED 
P.P. 

ANGLO-FRENCH ACCOUNTANCY 
MARKINGS ON AUSTRALASIAN 

MAILS AFTER 1 APRIL 1862 
By Dr. K. J. McNAUGHT, FRPSL 

In January 1862, Additional Articles to the Convention of 1856, to be implemented 
on 1 April 1862, were signed at London and Paris governing the exchange of closed 
mails between France and the Australian Colonies and New Zealand . 

Article I of this agreement refers to the British Possessions of Victoria, New South 
Wales, Western Australia, Queensland and New Zealand and specifically to the 
offices of Melbourne, Geelong, Sydney, B1 isbane, King George's Sound (Albany), 
Auckland and Wellington. 

For details see P. C. Pearson, The London Philatelist, 1972, pp 123-7; also The 
Postage Stamps of New Zealand, Volume VI, 1978, pp 385-7. 

Article 2 set out the options of pre-payment of postage or payment by the recipient. 
For mail carried by British Packets to France the French Post Office undertook to 
pay the British Post Office one franc sixty-two and four-tenths centimes per ounce or 
30 grams for paid letters from France to the Australian Colonies and New Zealand 
and for unpaid letters from the Colonies to France. (This was made up of I F20c 
seamail, two and four-tenths centimes for Suez transit and 40c local postage). 

The rate for newspapers and printed matter was I F80c per kilo . 
The rate for unpaid mail from Foreign Countries forwarded in the closed mail from 

the colonies (for example from New Caledonia through Sydney, or from Tahiti 
through New Zealand) was one franc twenty-two and four-tenths centimes . On such 
unpaid mail carried by British ships, the British Post Office was clearly entitled to 
recover the seamail rate of I F20c plus the Suez transit charge, but not the local 
postage rate of 40c per 30 grams which was payable by France to the country of 
origin . 

The rates for part-paid (PP) mail are not clear, but it would appear logical to treat 
mail from the Australian Colonies and New Zealand to France, on which only the 
local postage had been paid (2d per 1/2 oz, that is 4d per oz or 40c per 30 grams) as 
equivalent to unpaid mail from Foreign Countries and therefore to be credited to the 
British Post Office at the rate of one franc twenty-two and four-tenths centimes. lf 
this conjecture is correct, it could explain the occurrence of Chalon stamps of New 
Zealand of about 1864-6 obliterated with the GB accountancy handstamp showing 
this rate. 

The few exam pies I have seen are all 2d or Is stamps, star watermark, perf. 12 1/2 (2d 
local rate per 1/2 oz for normal letters, Is 2d for registered). 

Information additional to that already published has been found in PACKET 
8/0R/1866 - Exchange of direct mails between New Zealand and France in the 
archives of the British Post Office . The regulations governing the treatment of mails 
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are indicated by the instructions of 20 January 1862 to the Postmasters-General at 
Victoria, New South Wales, Western Australia, Queensland, and New Zealand. All 
registered letters must be stamped with the word "REGISTERED". 

Distribution of Handstamps 

"All unpaid letters and Printed Papers must bear a stamp showing at what rate per 
ounce or per kg the French Post Office is to account for the British Postage of such 
letters or Printed Papers . Paid letters must invariably be stamped in red PD or PP 
according as they are paid to destination or paid to a certain point." 

"The several stamps above referred to are sent herewith." These stamps clearly 
refer to the six handstamps GB 1F62 and four-tenths c, GB IF22 and four-tenths c, 
GB IF80c, PD, PP and REGISTERED. 

The distribution of the sets of handstamps was as follows: "Victoria" (Melbourne) 
2 sets; Geelong I set; New South Wales 2 sets; Western Australia 2 sets; Queensland 2 
sets; "New Zealand" (Auckland) 2 sets; Wellington I set, total 12 sets . Proof 
impressions taken from each of these handstamps except the REGISTERED appear 
on pages 183 and 184 of Volume 8 of the G.P.O. proof impression books in London . 
Each of the 12 impressions of the accountancy handstamps differs from its 
companions except in the case of the G 8 I F22 four-tenths c markings where there is 
one extra impression duplicating an adjacent imperfect strike. 

On both pages of the impressions book there is a manuscript endorsement 
"Australian Colonies" under the printed heading "To what Place" and "November 
19th 1861" under the heading "Date when sent." In view of the memo of 20 January 
1862, this must be the date when the handstamps were sent to the Secretary, G.P.O. 
London, for despatch . Proof impressions of the six markings are among the "Dunedin 
Proofs" found by R. J. G. Collins New Zealand Stamp Collector - 1965, pp 82-3. 

On 9 April 1862, the Postmaster-General at Auckland advised Sir Rowland Hi ll , 
Secretary of the G. P.O., London, that circular instructions in New Zea land were 
being sent out in April to be put into effect on receipt. The letter acknowledged receipt 
of printed forms and of three sets of stamps (six in each set). 

"These (forms) have been distributed to the Chief Postmasters for their use and one 
set of the stamps entrusted to a firm of die-sinkers in order to prepare copies of them 
for each chief office." This firm was probably Ferguson & Mitchell, Dunedin . 

On 16 April 1862, the Postmaster-General at Perth advised the receipt of the 
handstamps and that the regulations had been put into operation from 1 April 1862. 

The Postmaster-General at Brisbane advised similarly by memo dated 19 May 
1862. 

Through no correspondence with Melbourne appears on this file, Victoria must 
also have complied with the requested arrangements, as indicated by markings on 
covers recorded by Mr Pearson. 

In New South Wales, however, there were endless delays in instituting the new 
arrangements, but finally the Sydney Act was passed to operate from 24 January 1868 
allowing optional payment and mutual accounting . By this time the Suez rate had 
been increased to 6c, necessitating the use of new handstamps G 8 I F66c, GB I F26c 
and GB I F90c. 

The implication behind this delay is that the accountancy markings of 1862-6 
should not be found on New South Wales covers but only the replacement markings, 
However, Mr Pearson states: 

For some reason , perhaps they were forgotten or just not distributed, Australia does not appear to have 
been supplied with revised accountancy marks at this date (I January 1866) and carried on using the now 
obsolete charge marks at least until 1872. This state of affairs does eventually appear to have been 
corrected ~nd the author has an example of th e GB I F66c handstamp on a letter from Sydney dated 30 
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'ctober 1875 - on ly a few months before the ratification of the U.P.U. agreement by Great Britain and 
france made a ll the accountancy handstamps obsolete. 

The evidence, not quoted, for the statement that the obsolete charge marks 
continued in use at least until 1872 is, presumably, an 1872 cover from Victoria 
known to the author or to M. Raymond Salles. 

No evidence has been noted in the New Zealand files, or from any other source, to 
suggest that handstamps with the revised rates were sent out to New Zealand. A 
search of the comparable files in London dealing with correspondence between 
London and the Australian Colonies may reveal more information on the I 866 to 
1876 period . 

Although there is clear documentary evidence that Western Australia received two 
sets of the 1862 accountancy markings and instituted the requested arrangements on I 
April 1862, presumably no covers with these markings have yet been reported from 
Western Australia, as no reference to this subject has been noted in the recently 
published handbook , Western Australia. The Stamps and Postal History. 

Hopefully, envelopes from Western Australia, Queensland and New Zealand to 
France, with accountancy markings, will eventually be found. 

ADELAIDE'S FIRST TWO 
POSTMARKERS 

By Dr. DONALD PEARCE 

Searching through the Government Archives, I have found two interesting letters 
about Adelaide's two earliest postmarks. 

For those unfamiliar with the markings under discussion, I will attempt to describe 
them . The first consists of a double ringed circle, the inner ring being 2 cm in 
diameter, and the outer just over 3 cm. Between the two circles are the words POST 
OFFICE at the top and ADELAIDE at the base. A crown surmounted by a lion is 
inside the centre circle. 

The second type is an oval shaped stamp with a double outer frame line surmounted 
by a crown, measuring 5 cm Jong by 4 cm across (ignoring the crown). The oval 
contains the words GENERAL POST OFFICE ADELAIDE S.A. and the date. 

In the Colonial Secretary's incoming letter file for 1837 I found this letter: 

The Hon . 
T. B. Strangways, 
Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, 

Adelaide, 
16 September, 1837. 

The accompanying Post Office Seal entrusted to my care by His Excellency is without the name of the 
Province and 1 beg to suggest , should it meet with the sanction of His Excellency, that it should be sent 
back lo Sydney for a lteration b.Y' the Anne now proceeding there . The enclosed sea l I forward for the 
guidance of H is Excel lency should 1l be deemed exped1llous to do so. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant , 
Thomas Gilbert, 

Post Master. 

I have not been able to locate any evidence of the nature of His Excellency's reply 
and I doubt whether one was written as I have been through the letter books for 
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Vol. 32, 1980 

A CHRONICLE OF AUSTRALASIAN STAMPS 
AND THEIR COLLECTORS 

Editor: H. L. CHISHOLM , F.R .P.S.L., F.R.P.S .N.z. 

Committee: Messrs: J . GARTNER, R.D.P., F.R.P.S. l.. (Chairman ). 

H. M . CAM PBELL, R.D.P., F.R.P.S. L., P . COLLAS, M.B.E., F.R .P.S. L., and Dr . G. 

RU SSELL-JONES. 

Business Manager: Miss JOYCE BUCHANAN . 

MELBOURNE 
The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 

Box 2071, G .P.O. 300 1. 



Air Mail 
London-Windsor Coronation Air Mail , 1911. Items sent to New Zealand [Numbered 

List] - (H. L. Chisholm), 5: Items sent to Australia (Continuation) IO 
Three Ross Smith Covers went to New Zealand 
Qantas Australia-Ceylon, I 944. Aerogrammes. Two postmarks 

Australia 
Commonwealth Parliament Talks About Stamps 
£2 Kangaroo, 3rd watermark. Do Cooke Monograms exist? (G . N. Kellow) 
I \12d K. G. V. Manuscript surcharge 2d, postmarked Ipswich, 90; Lord Howe Island, 

on piece 
50c Fishing. Two papers 
55c Locomotives. Top frame disturbance 
"Waltzing Mati lda" parts. Differences between stamps from various releases 
Dogs. Sheet formations and papers 
55c Dogs . New Paper. Brighter U / V Lamp reaction 
2c Bird . Sheet number opposite Row 6 and Rows 5 and 6, Creamy paper, dull back, 82; 

White paper, sheet number opposite Row 6 
Sc Bird . White backs. Sheet numbers opposite Row 6 
$10 Painting. New printing confined to$ sheet layout - JO x 5 instead of 5 x 10. 

Chrome-litho paper 
Postage Dues. Inter-related designs with New Zealand and Victoria 

Postal Stationery 
Unofficial Military Letter cards of World War I (Alan W. Bunn) 
Provisional 20c Lettercard (20c on I 8c) 
20c Lettercard 
22c Letterca rd 
20c Bowls . Stamped Envelope. Shades of stamp 
Animal Series. Light changes colours 
Aerogramme without imprinted stamp 

Air Mail 
London-Windsor Coronation Air Mail , 1911 . Items sent to Australia 
Three Ross Smith covers sent to New Zealand 
Austra lia-Ceylon, 1944 Aerogrammes. Two postmarks 

Postmarks and Postal Markings 
Woomera - "The Power of a Postmark" 

Postal History 
Post offices of Naval and Military Establishments in Victoria (World War I) (David 

Wood and P. Collas) 
British Solomon Islands 

Usage of N.S.W. stamps 
Buchanan, Miss J ., Life member of R.P.S.V. 
Campbell , H. M., R. o. r .. Signs Roll of Distinguished Philati lists 
Chapman Ray, M.B.E .. Grand Awards at both ZEAPEX 80 and SYDPEX 80 
Chile 

Early Issues reproduced in colour, with dates, on Chile Fi/atelico cover 
Chisholm, H. L., Life member of R.P.S.V., 53; Editor of P from A for 25 years 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

I c New printing needs ultra-violet lamp to be identified 
Coll as, P., M.B.E .. Life member of R.P.S. V. 
Creed, E. G., David H. Hill Medal, 53; Diamond Wedding 
Exhibition Judging (J. R. W. Purves) 
Exhibitions 

LONDON 1980: "S trongly discourages transparent slip-in mounts," 27; Australian 
successes, 48 ; South-West Pacific Area collections, awards 66; Impressions 

SYDPEX 80: Royal Phi latelic Society, London, luncheon 
ZEAPEX 80 (Auckland); R.P.S .V. members' successes 
ZEAPEX 80 and SYDPEX 80 discussed 
" LONDON 1990," Significance of 

Fiji 
Fiji Times cover to Melbourne "REWA" cachet 
Manuscript cancellat ion, "Ecl ipse of the Moon JO 3rd 1876" 

Gartner John , R.D.P .. Signs Roll of Dist inguished Philatelists 
Great Britain 

Cover with World's First three stamps - Id Black , 2d Blue, Id Red-Brown 
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27 
90 

42 
38 

90 
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36 
36 
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55 

82 
82 

55 
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73 
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55 
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36 
82 

IO 
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85 
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59 
53, 54 

80 
85 

27 
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55 
53 
54 
29 

79 
I06 
58 

105 
54 

83 
106 
39 

43 



London-Windsor Coronation Air Mail, 1911. Items sent to New Zealand [Numbered 
List) (H. L. Chisholm), 5; To Australia (continuation) 

Hes lop, Dr. W. P., 60 years' membership of R.P.S.V. 
Inks 

De La Rue Inks for N .S.W. and Tasmania 
Jaffe, P., signs Queen 's Visitors' Book as Pres ident, R.P .S.V. 48; Displays St. Vincent at 

The Royal Philatelic Society, London 
Lord Howe Island 

Austra lia I Y:i d K.G.V., Manuscript surcharge 2d on piece 
Munro, A. H., Obituary 
Nauru 

20c Christm as 1980. Quotation on stamp incorrect 
New South Wales 

First postmark (undated Sydney marking). Earlies t date for use 
Manuscript "51" (Deni liquin) on 2d Victoria Half-Length, Ham Printing (S.G.2) 
De La Rue Inks 

New Zealand 
Postage Dues. Inter-related designs with Victoria and Austra lia 
London-Windsor Coronation Air Mail, 1911. Items sen t to New Zealand [Numbered 

List] (H . L. Chisholm) 
Three Ross Smith covers went to New Zealand 
Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand has 400 members 

Nightingale that sang in Berkeley Square. Was he calling for bearings? 
Niue 

No. I with manuscript cancellation 6/ I / 02 in ink 
Papua 

Amendment to H. Croaker: Lakaroi I 
Phil atelic Societies 

Royal New Zealand Phil ateli c Society has 400 members 
U.S.A . Expert Committees 
Slide Shows in U.S.A. 

Phil ately 
Philatelie invented by Georges Herpin, November 1864 
LON DON 1980 "strongly discourages" transparent slip-in mounts 
Work on most famous / remarkable covers suggested 
RRR system as indicating degree of rarity proposed by Georges Herpin, February 

Phi/a rely from A usrralia 
Silver-Bronze Medal at LONDON 1980 
Printed by The Advocate Press 

Postage Dues 
Inter-relation of designs between New Zealand, Victoria, and Austra lia 

Purves, J . R. W., R.D.P., Collection of Victoria was 300 volumes 
510 New Titles from Library to R.P.S.V. Library, 78; Pain ting of ship Melbourne 

given to R.P.S .V. as memorial, I ; Tribute of L. N. Williams, 75; In American 
Philatelic Society Hall of Fame 

Queensland 
Cancellations and Markings. New Finds (H. M. Campbell) 

Roberts, T.V., comes from England to display to R.P.S.V. 
Robson Lowe, Ltd., acquired by Christies, 50; Relations with Christies 
Royal Philatelic Society, London, The., Members ' Luncheon at SYDPEX 80, 106, 

Represented in five States 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, Dr W. P. Heslop attains 60 years' membership, 13; 

David H. Hill Medal awarded to Mr E. G. Creed, 53; Messrs P. Collas, H. L. 
Chisholm , and Miss J. Buchanan Life Members, 53; Members Lunch in London , 35; 
Mr. P. Jaffe signs Queen's Visitors' Boo k as President, 48; Members ' Successes at 
LONDON 1980, 48; Painting of ship Melbourne received as memorial to J. R. W. 
Purves, I ; 510 New Titles for library from Purves Library, 78; President 's Night, 3; 
Annual Report, 77; Presidential Display, 78; Two members provide new tables, 33; 
Rule re "Blackouts" and meetings, 3; Gi fts to Forgery Collection, 48; Applications 
for Expert Committee Cert ificates must be on official form 
Artists' Views of 6 Avoca Street, South Yarra (D. E. Napier) 
Mr. T.V. Roberts, England, comes to display 

Railways 
Western Australi an Railway Stamps, 1905-72 (R. Lloyd-Smith) 

1865 
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43 
27 
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43 

43 
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51 
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81 
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Si nfield , J., wins R.P.S.V. Silver Medal 
Skewes, C. G., Co mmunity Service Award 
South Australia 

Small scra tches on Perkins, Bacon S. G. I 06 
10/- Thick Postage, Colour Error Pale Grey-Olive (Mogens Juhl) 
Departmentals (Dr. Donald Pearce) 

Tasmania 
2d Perkins Baco n, Watermark 2, Printed Twice (S. G. I 39a) 
Numeral Ca ncellations (H. M. Campbell) 
Two More Bournbank Handstamps (W. E. Tinsley) 
De La Rue Black Ink supplied in 187 1 

Turnbull, Phyllis., Memorial Cup 
Victoria 

J . R. W. Purves co llect ion was 300 vo lumes 
Notes on Victorian Rar ities (G. N. Kell ow) 

I 2d Half-Length, Fourth Printing, Void Corner 
Multiples of " Registered" and "Two Late" Stamps (G. N. Kellow) 
4d Laureate. Rose, Watermark Single- lined 8 (used) found 
Charities of 1897 (Helen Serjeant White) 
Postage Dues. Des igns inter-related with New Zealand and Australia 
Burdell and Co Express Cover with label from Geelong 22/9/ 1854 and one of 7/5/ 1855 
Manuscript "5 1" (Deni liquin) on 2d Half-Length , Ham printing (S.G .2) 
Mail opened by robbers near Colac 30 June 185 1 
T.P.O.s. I 865- 1912. Amendments to Purves: Victoria: The Travelling Posr Offices 
Victorian Military Franks, I 864- I 902 (P. Collas) 
Post Offices of Naval and Military Establishments in Victoria (World War I) (David 

Wood a nd P. Coll as) 
Estab lishment of Buckland Post Office 

Walker, D. A., Efforts to obtain data of Coronation Air Mail Card sent to New Zealand 
Western Australia 

4d Perk ins Bacon Plate . " Butterny" naw to west of swan's beak 
Rai lway Stamps, 1905-72 (R. Lloyd-S mith) 

Willi amson, J . B., Obituary 

REVIEWS 
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81 

84 
89 
62 

85 
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89 
51 
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86 
67 
56 
88 
51 
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37 
50 
57 
92 

97 
II 
74 

84 
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20 

Amateur Co llector, The: Th e Swiss Phi/ate/is l. 1980 104 
British Philatelic Federation Ltd; Th e 1980 Year Book and Philare/ic Societies' Direc tory 51 
Christm as Island (Indian Ocean) Philatelic Bureau; Chrisrmas Island (Indian Ocean ) 

News/el/er, I / 80, 25; Information Booklet 25 
Elford , Joh n E.: Victorian Governme/1/ Punctures 24 
Glass, C. E.: The Falkland Islands: Printings of rh e Picroria/ Issue of 1938-49 24 
G.P.R. Publica tions, Ltd: G.P.R. Auctions Index, Vol. I, No . I 48 
Horn adge, Bill : S tamp ln vesrmenr Guidelines. 2nd Edition 25 
Horn adge, Bill : Philatelic Fables 103 
Huggins, A: The De la Rue Punch Book 49 
Hyero nimus, R. P.: Commonwealth of Ausrralia: The Postage Due Stamps. 1902-1963 103 
Katcher, H. L.: Swirzer/and Ca talogue, 1980, 25; 1981 104 
Legge, Major H. Dormer: Th e 1913 Penny Kangaroo of Aus rra/ia 96 
Litchfield , P. C.: Guide- lines ro the Penny Black 49 
Lowe, Robson: Indian Field Post Offices. 1903-04; The Aden-Yimini Boundary 

Commission; The Somali/and Field Force 96 
Philatelic Society of New South Wales: The N.S. W. Philatelis t, Vol. I , No. I 24 
Robson Lowe, Ltd: Diamond Jubilee Auction 50 
Robson Lowe, Ltd : R obson Lowe, 50 Pall Mall. London, 1920- 1980 50 
Robson Lowe, Ltd : R obson Lowe 1978-79 Review 103 
Robson Lowe, Ltd: Phi/are/ic Publicarions 104 
Wang Yongshend (Ed): Chinese Philare/ic Magazine, No. I 1980 96 
Williams, E. and Coll as, P: Suppleme/1/ ro Norrh ern Terrirory: A Postal Hisrory, 

1824-1975 24 
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September 1837 (and a considerable time afterwards). However, it is clear that His 
Excellency's decision was to use the seal exactly as it was. 

Secondly, in the Audit Office incoming letter file for 1842 the following letter 
appears: 

The Aud itor General, 
Sir, 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
15th April 1842. 

I beg to request that you wi ll have a Warrant prepared for the accompanying 
account, the amount of which shou ld be regarded as an Outstanding Claim. 

It would be convenient, in this instance, that the mode of payment shou ld be by 
draft on England at par, the draft being in the name of Edw. Manning Esquire, which 
wi ll be received by Captain Sturt under the authority annexed to the account. 

The outs ide of this file is marked: 

Audit Office, 
14th April, 1842. 
Co lonial Secretary, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
John Alexander Jackson, 

Colonial Secretary. 

Authorizing the payment of Stamps for the use of the Post Office to Edw. Manning of Sydney. 

These two letters prove beyond any doubt that both the first two types of Adelaide 
post office postmarkers were made in Sydney. At least the second one (if not the first, 
also) was probably made by Edward Manning. 

The fact that the P.M.G . (Mr. Gi lbert) referred to the first as a "Post Office Seal" 
is of note and certainly it was not used on all mail passing through the G.P .O. as I 
have seen a very large number of letters which passed through the G.P.O. in the 
period of use of this seal ( 1838-42) which did not bear an impression of it. 

This suggests to me that the seal was in fact not primarily for applyi ng a mark to 
letters at all , but more likely a mail bag seal which was on ly used occasionally on 
letters. 

The Robson Lowe catalogue listing for this item is type 2 H.S.8 and dates of use are 
given as 1836-40. The first date ( 1836) is patently too early, (based on an assumpti on 
that the postmarker was made in England). The earliest I have seen was dated early 
1838 and the latest early 1842. 

The second postmarker used at the G .P.O. (Robson Lowe type 4, listed as H .S. 18, 
with dates of usage given as 1840-46) has been seen from early 1842 to 1846 frequently 
struck on the back of the entire or cover as a form of additional seal. 

There was one simi lar postmarker to the first type which read POST OFFICE 
PORT ADELA ID E in lieu of POST OFFICE ADELAIDE and was (presumably) 
obtained concurrently with the G.P.O . postmarker. This is known as Robson Lowe 
H.S.9 and dates known are 1841 to 1851. 

There was also a simi lar postmarker to the second type made for the PORT 
LINCOLN office and used from 1845 to 1857. No others are known. 

Those not vitally interested in the South Australian questions may or may not have 
noticed the similarity between H.S .20 of New South Wales, H.S. 12 of Victoria, 
H.S. 11 of Van Dieman's Land (Tasmania) and H.S.3 1 of Western Austra li a, and the 
second type of South Australian postmarker. All these were more or less concurrent 
wit h the South Australi an type and, unless a degree of coincidence exceeding the 
normal ex ists here, were probably all made in Sydney, perhaps by Edward Manning. 
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Should anyone possess dated examples of these postmarkers outside the range of 
dates I have noted, or wish to discuss the questions I have raised, I promise a prompt 
reply, and can be reached at 512 Cross Road, Glandore, South Australia, 5037. 

MR W. M. HOLBEACH DIES 
Mr W. M. Holbeach, a former president of the Royal Philatelic Society of 

Victoria, and the author of the famous index to material regarding Commonwealth 
stamps in the major Australian philatelic journals to 1954, died in January. 

He was a well-known personality in Melbourne philatelic circles for many years. 
His Australian Commonwealth collection won Gold Medals at ANPEX 1950 

(Melbourne), ANPEX 1955 (Adelaide), where it won the Championship, and 
ANPEX 1959 (Sydney) and was in the Court of Honour at MIPEX 1963 
(Melbourne). 

His collection of Classic France won a Silver-Gilt Medal in 1950 and Gold Medals 
at the four succeeding Exhibitions, the last being ANPEX 1970 (Sydney). 

Mr Holbeach was also a Fellow of The Royal Philatelic Society, London, which he 
joined in 1945. 

He won the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria's first Medal Competition in 1943 
and was the president in 1944. 

The Society published his Cumulative Index: The Commonwealth of Australia in 
1960. At the society's 75th Anniversary Dinner in 1967, Mr D. B. Moloney, of 
Sydney, predicted it would still "be used when we are all forgotten ." 

More recently he reduced his philatelic interests, selling his Commonwealth 
collection and resigning his society memberships. 

To its regret, he has not been a member of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
for some years. 

Mr Holbeach was a sociable man. He held definite opinions and was an 
individualist. His stamps were mounted on special leaves without quadrelle. The 
sheets had a neat orange-brown border, with his initials in small letters at the lower 
left corner. 

He also collected French paperweights and was a keen angler. 
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MUST INVESTMENT DESTROY 
PHILATELY? 

The question of whether investment must destroy philately was the subject of a 
discussion at the first January meeting of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria . 

After the three major speakers, Messrs E. G. Creed, F.R.P.S.L., P. Jaffe, F.R.P.S.L., 
and Mr. G. Fair, of Rex and Fair, had concluded their addresses, the meeting was 
opened for questions and the expression of other views. The President, Mr. John 
Gartner, R.D.P., F.R.P.S .L., was in the chair. 

Mr. Creed said many people, particularly overseas, had been buying tremendous 
qua.ntities of stamps. Some had obtained advice from the best dealers and collectors 
and had been buying very good stamps and putting them away. 

\his was harming philately by taking from the market many good stamps 
collectors wanted to buy, and pushing the prices up. · 

In Australia people were buying stamps at post office counters and were in for a 
very sad awakening. They also were doing some harm to philately. 

"We have a great hobby. It has a very sound foundation over all the world. It is too 
big to be spoi lt. It is too deeply entrenched to be spoilt by people who do not know 
anything about stamps," he said. 

"It is these people who wi ll have their fingers burnt. 
"People who really enjoy stamps have nothing to fear if they carry on as they are 

doing. 
" I do not advocate speculation by co llectors in any circumstances. 
"While investment speculators gambling in stamps must do some harm to 

philately, they cannot ruin a wonderfu l hobby or science like philately." 

Mr. Jaffe said investment must destroy philately. 
" I draw no distinction between specu lation and investment because the object of 

both is to withdraw stock from the general pool, to achieve a profit," he said. "The 
time scales differ, the selected targets may differ, the proportions of mixed motives 
between greed and fear may differ, but the resu lt is the same for the collector. He has 
to pay more for his hobby, and the fact that some co llectors may make shrewd 
investments need not blind us to this truth." 

Desirable singles, blocks, strips, covers moved into vaults as stores of value for 
corporations and individuals. They were lost to the student and an increasing number 
of worthwhi le philatelic studies would be closed by cost or by lack of access to 
material. 

The pressures would strike at friendly meetings - rich collectors were often as 
security conscious as diamond merchants. 

Sadly, some stamps were now as remote from the normal collector as were master 
paintings, important sculpture, and other beautiful and valuable objects from those 
who wou ld gain from exposure to them. 

" Investment is taking the fun out of a wonderful hobby - and with the fun gone, 
the hobby must die ," he said. 

" Ponder on the removal of a central stamp from a block of nine to procure an 
investment example, and the addit ion of two unused stamps to a stampless cover, 
ruined by the painted ties . 

" In vestment, the accumulation of assets by the uninformed, promotes the faker, 
repairer, and forger, and the damage to confidence can extend well beyond his 
victims. 

15 



PH I LATELY FROM A UST RA LIA M ARCH 1981 

" Repainting is not confined to portraits - Post Paid Mauritius stamps and New 
Zealand Chalan repaints deceive more often than do second-hand golf-balls." 

Mr. Fair sta rted his talk by quoting an advertisement: 
Stamp co llecting ... is an investment and often a very valuable investment. There is no doubt th at 

stamps are ever increasing in value, anyone who invests his money will in the course of years, receive a 
much larger interest on his expended capital than he could in any other investment whatsoever. 

Not unusual? 
Except that it was printed in a philatelic journal in 1888. 
So let us forget that misconception that stamp investment is a modern 

phenomenon. 
" Having said that, I want to differentiate between investment and speculation," 

Mr . Fair continued. 
"Speculation in any commodity, or in any field, leads to much price instability, 

which, in turn, leads to a decline in confidence in the market place - which causes 
continual booms and slumps." 

Although Australians were prone to spasmodic bouts of speculation whether it be 
shares, coins, gambling, or other things, philately here had been relatively immune 
from the harmful effects of speculation, excepting the new issue market where 
everybody had seen unprecedented quantities of stamps bought at philatelic bureaux. 

It was a common lunch-time sight to see large queues with many people buying 
their mint blocks in multiple sheets. 

10,000 $4 Paintings 

One extreme case is a man who bought I 0,000 $4 Paintings just before their 
withdrawal. 

"I am sure he will provide us dealers with an abundance of stamps for registration 
purposes - and the 'Clay when a registered letter will cost $4 cannot be far off." 

Mr. Fair recalled that it was not the first period of stamp speculation. So much 
black market money went into stamps just after World War I I and the disastrous 
financial consequences to those who particulated. Gloucesters, Peace, and Mitchell 
issues could be bought by dealers at face value until quite recently. 

"So much for speculation. But after considerable thought I feel there are some 
worthwhile 'points to be made for the investor - who to me is someone willing to 
place his capital for a considerable time- for philately, a minimum of five years," he 
said. By doing this the risk of significant market fluctuations is reduced. 

These points may be advanced for the existence of the investor: 
The investor had brought stamp collecting to the public's notice. Public awareness 

had increased greatly during the past 10 years and this must bring in new collectors. 
Certainly, statistics would tend to support this contention. No longer is philately a 
schoolboy hobby. 

On a slightly more controversial note, Australia Post has upgraded its services 
considerably during the past five years and much of this expansion could be attributed 
to the incredible sales growth, in which both the speculator, especially, and the 
investor have contributed. 

One should not overlook the number of new collectors who have started their 
collections from the philatelic counter. Perhaps some of these will advance sufficiently 
to specialise and become serious philatelists. 

It is easy to criticise Australia Post for its policies, but remember Australia Post is 
a business and, like all businesses, thrives on increased sales and profits. 
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The new issue policy, I think, on balance, is responsible and we cannot blame it for 
stupid people who engage in speculative behaviour. 

Probably a point not generally appreciated by collectors, which is beneficial in 
theory (and sometimes in practice) is that the investor has enlarged the philatelic 
market. This has given dealers higher turnover and the use of additional capital to buy 
more stamps for collectors. 

Some investors will be converted to collecting through close contact with philately 
and the pleasure they receive from their investment, whether it be aesthetic or 
educational, or in some other way . 

"Collecting is very infectious. 
"This can only strengthen the collecting market and promote the hobby. 
"Investors and collectors have been together in philately for many years - almost 

since the inception of the hobby - and they are not as unlikely bedfellows as is 
commonly thought," he continued. 

Wanted - Sydney Views, Mint Unhinged 

"Nevertheless investors often differ in taste in stamps from collectors. 
"Many investors, especially the lesser informed and educated, prefer unmounted 

mint stamps. Full-stop. 
"A doctor who is in the throes of being converted from an investor to a collector, 

inspected an unused Id Sydney View. 
"His first question was : 'Is it mint unhinged?'" 
Mr. Fair said that obviously, the investor must be encouraged to learn, as every 

other philatelist. Dealers must play an important role in encouraging investors to 
develop their philatelic knowledge. 

Changes in philatelic taste had led to substantial and sustained price increases for 
mint stamps. Gibbons' catalogues from 1908 to 1978 showed that mint stamps 
increased in value at a much greater rate than used . This was a world-wide trend . 

This had attracted investors' attention, and this, in turn, accelerated the price 
increases for mint material , but it was wrong to blame the big price increases solely on 
the investor. 

Although the world stamp market was still healthy, it was worth looking at the 
recent United Kingdom speculative bout, which was caused by an unprecedented 
amount of money being made available for stamp investment. 

Unfortunately, the amount of money proved too much for the collector, who no 
longer could support the investment-orientated stamp like the £1 Postal Union 
Congress, which was sold by an investor to an investor. This reached £1600. 

These trends were from large companies looking for capital growth which was not 
available in more conventional investment areas, owing to the very poor economic 
prospects of the country . 

But there had to be a buyer for every seller and when these funds dried up, stamps 
like the £1 P.U.C. fell in value to around £650. 

Those who paid £1600 would certainly be licking their wounds, but fortunately the 
speculative or poorly advised investments were confined to G.B. High Values. 
Collector items were selling well at present. 

"There is a lesson for Australia from the U.K . experience, apd that is that we must 
not see an imbalance of collectors and inveslors; that there is enough collectors to 
absorb investment holdings . Investors should always buy material that collectors and 
dealers will want to buy back. 

"Summing up, we can say that the investor will be a permanent feature in the 
philatelic world, although his participation will vary from time to time. 
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" After all , how many of you have never bought a stamp because you felt it was 
pri ced attractively? All of us have, at some time or other, and this in itself, is a form of 
investment. 

" My observations tell me that Australia has not encountered the speculative 
problems that beseiged the U. K. market. 

" Our market is healthy and, speaking generally, comparatively free from serious 
speculation . Although I must admit I have seen a few rather disturbing signs during 
the past few years, I rem ain confident that the speculator will be driven from our 
market, especially those hoarders of new issues who will burn more than just their 
fingers. 

" Philately in Australia is healthy and will continue to prosper. I am sure you will be 
glad to hear that. " 

ARTIST OF THE MELBOURNE TELLS 
ABOUT HIS PICTURE 

The anonymous donor of the painting of the ship M elbourne, which now hangs near 
the pres identi al table in the meeting room of The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
( P. from A .. March 1980, p. I) , has now followed his gift with a description of the 
painting and the ship by the artist, Lieutenant-Commander D. G. M. Gardner. 

Lieutenant-Commander Gardner has written : 
R. and H. Green & Co. of London built this magnificent vessel fo r the Australian trade and launched her 

in June 1875. 
She was named the M elbourne and for thirteen years she sa iled under her original name before it was 

changed in 1887 to Macquarie by her new owners, Messrs. Devitt & Moore of London. 
She was iron bu ilt on a registered tonnage of 1857 tons and a length of 270 feet. She cost £42,000 to 

build, a great sum in those days. When she came out as a passenger liner she was considered to be a great 
advance on any prev ious ship . Her cabins were bigger and lighter than was up to th en the usual run of things 
and in addition they were completely furni shed, an unusual state of affairs in those days, when passengers 
mak ing long ocean voyages were expected to provide many of the amenities fo r their comfort which later 
generations have taken for granted. Wash bas ins, linen and so on were items which passengers were 
ex pected to prov ide themselves. 

She was the last passenger ship to retain the large stern windows, so well-kn own a featu re of the old East­
lndiamen and it may be surprising to think that this fin e ship was still afl oat and trading as late as 1909. 
Stern windows at sea in a sa iling ship well into the 20th century! 

Her poop was 70 feet long below which was the first class accommodation consisting of the saloon with 
cabins opening directly into it on either side. Greens were never owners wh o looked for advertisement from 
record-breaking passages and although the M elbourne was a splendid sea boat and noted for her dry decks 
even in bad wea ther, she was never driven, the comfo rt and sa fety of her passengers being the Com pany's 
chief concern . 

That she was no slow-coach was shown on her maiden voyage when she went out from the Channel to 
Melbourne in 86 days despite the loss of her foretop mas t and main topga llant mast in a squall three weeks 
or so after she sa iled. In 1877 she made the voyage in 77 days. 

In 1887 she changed owners as already mentioned and her name was altered to Macquarie, the name by 
which she is best remembered, though why this should be I do not rea lly understand as Greens had her fo r 
alm ost thirteen years and Dev itt and Moore only fo r six before they sold her to the Norwegians. Anyway it 
is as Macquarie as she is generally remembered and a fine ship she undoubtedly was - handsome, 
seawo rthy and successful. 

The painting shows her as she was when Devitt and Moore had her in the Australian trade in the late 
eighties and early nineties. She is depicted on a misty morning outward bound in the Channel with two of 
the famous Bri xham trawlers pass ing across her wake as they go out to the fi shing grounds. 

In 1920 she became a coal hulk in Sydney Harbour and was still afloat I believe up to the last wa r, an 
advertisement if nothing else fo r the long lasting qualities of the iron hulled vessel. 

D. G. M. GARDN ER 
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NOTES ON VICTORIAN RARITIES 
2. - 2d. STAMP DUTY LINED BACKGROUND, WMK. V OVER CROWN (V2) 

IM PERFORATE 

By G. N. KELLOW 

There are only two totally imperforate errors li sted in the catalogue for Victoria: 
this stamp, and the 2d. Bell design, Die 2. Other imperfs. have been reported, but 
only these two stamps satisfied Mr. J. R. W. Purves as to their genuineness. Mr. 
Purves never wrote about this 1890 2d . imperforate, and I am not sure whether there 
is an example in his collection . I have been able to identify positively fi ve examples 
(two pairs and a single) of the error, but there are problems with four of them. 

It was reported originally in Vindin's Philatelic Monthly. September 1892, p. 22 by 
Mr. A. J. Derrick . He had acquired a used si ngle cancelled Barred Numeral 249 
(Mortlake), and at first thought it was a postal stationery cut-out, but on findin g it to 
be watermarked he made enquiries and received a reply from the former postmistress 
of Mortlake, Essie T. Corvey. She explained that an imperforate sheet (or sheets?) 
had indeed been sold at the post office early in 1890. 

Thus, any copies cancelled at Mortlake are well -credentia lled. However, the only 
copy I know of is this si ngle copy, which was purchased wi th the Derrick coll ecti on in 
1904 by Mr . W. H . Terry (Philatelic R ecord, Jul y 1904, pp . 104-105), and was 
auctioned shortly afterwards (together wi th the correspondence mentioned) for 3 
(Philatelic R ecord, March 1905, p.63). I have no further records of this stamp , and do 
not know its present whereabouts. 

Other imperforate stamps a re known , but these would appear to be in a very 
different class, although at this late date it is unlikely their va lue will be affected by 
their dubious origin. In the Australian Philatelist. October 1895, p. 206, th ere is a 
report of the complaints made by the Philatelic Society of Victoria to the Post master­
General relative to the production of reprints of the 1/2d. grey and I / 6d. blue Stamp 
Duty. These had been obtained illegitimately by some person with innuence in the 
Stamp Printing Office. The report also mentions that " not very long ago" the sa me 
person obtained (or caused to have printed) an imperforate sheet of 2d. stamps, and 
that stamps from this sheet had been offered for sale. No unused examples appea r to 
have survived, but I am fairly certain th at all the references whi ch foll ow refer to 
stamps from this so urce, so some must have been put on envelopes and pos ted. Th ey 
are characterized by having Melbourne cancell at ions, dated a few years ( 1894 in the 
example seen) after the Mortlake incident. The ea rli est record I have is a pair 
reported in the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain , Jul y 1895, p. 122, which had been 
seen by the American journal, the Metropolitan Philatelist. In S tanley Gibbons 
Monthly Journal. November 1902, p. IOI , Mr. C. J . Phillips reported the va riety in a 
British collection. This was quite possibly the pair displayed by Mr. M. H . Horsley in 
1911 (Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal. March 19 11 , p. 108). The Horsley co ll ec ti on 
was acquired by A.H . Caspary, and the pair realized £32 in the Caspa ry sa le in 1958 
(H . R. Harmer, London, Sale 15). It is in fact a rejoined pair, ca ncelled wi th a 
Melbourne c.d.s., 19 JY 94. A second pair was in the Ferrari co llection (Lot 600 in the 
8th sale , November 7th-9th, 1923), and this may be the pair now in the Royal 
collection, which is descri bed as bei ng cancelled by a " Melbourne dated ca ncell ati on" 
(Sir John Wil son, 1952, The R oyal Philatelic Collection . p. B. Aus. 70) . 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
VICTORIA: The 5/-, 1867- 1901, and the! /-. 
5/-, £1.£2. 1901-1912, byJ. R. W. Purves, 76pp, 
18 x 25 c111. PublisheJ by The Hawthorn Press, 
"V iewfield", Mount Macedon , Vic., 3441. 
Recommended price, $I 0. 

Another 1'1ne work on the stamps of Victoria 
from the pen of the master, the late J . R. W. 
Purves, has been published by Hawthorn Press in 
its excellent series of monographs . 

Two-thirds of the book - which is really two 
monographs in one - is given to the fascinating 
story of the 5/-, from its introduction in 1867 
until the demise of the stamps of Victoria in 1912. 
The 1/- va lu e, from 1901-1912, receives simi lar 
detailed treatment. Finally, a full coverage is 
given Lo th~ £ I and £2, Austra lia's only postage 
stamps to bear the likeness of Kipg Edward VIL 

Based largely on his ear lier artic les published in 
overseas and local philatelic journals , this 
pub li cation accurate ly renects Mr. Purves' 
fascination with these issues and is the fruit of 
many years' resea rch. 

Introducing Part I, he states that the story of 
the 5/- has been taken as far as he was able to 
take it, alth ough there are some holes remaining 
to be filled in . With his characteris ti c 
thoroughness, he has left little for others to say. It 
is all there, from the proof of his exciting 
discovery that there were two printings of the 5/­
blue-on-yellow from two distinct plates, through 
the sheet sizes, plate manufacture, plating 
ana lysis, and description, to the printings and 
quantities of the final red and blue "Postage" 
design . 

The story of the I/- is no less interesting, 
particularly the ingenuity exercised by the 
printers in plate and die production . The constant 
naws are described in detail , the various printings, 
watermark abnormalities, and the rare 
perforation varieties. 

Even more remarkable than th e stamp 
production methods themselves is the unravelling 
of their mysteries by one whose outstanding 
"detective" work has contributed so very much to 
the science of philately and the understanding and 
enjoyment of collectors. 

There are a few puzzles for the reader . For 
example, al though the plate sizes for the 5/- first 
and seco nd printings see m to have been 
established beyond all doubt , the theory that each 
sheet of watermarked paper was cut into quarters 
prior to printing may bear further investigation. 
Did each numbered sheet of the canary paper 
contain on ly 120 wate rm arks? The white paper 
had 240 (two panes of 120). Was it then a case of 
the sheets being cut into eighths, and not 
quarters? If so, and the portion containing the 
sheet number was reversed in the first printing, 
there should on ly have been 150 stamps with 
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reversed watermark instead of 300. Perhaps there 
is ano ther explanation for the higher ratios to be 
found, compared with the normals . 

In Chapter 2, the sugges tion of possible 
stacking and indiscriminate usage by the printer 
of the 'deep canary' and 'pale canary' papers 
seems at variance with the reference in Chapter I 
to sequen ti al usage from the bound books. Was 
this a later finding? 

The work would have been enhanced by the 
inclusion of illustrations. Although there are 
references in the text to illustrations, 
unfortunately none have been included . 

Under other circumstances any necessary 
adjustments wou ld have been made, no doubt, but 
Bill Purves died during the production of the 
book . 

Sadly, this was his last publication . The next 
monograph he proposed to publish, on the 'No 
"Postage" ' issues, and works on the 1901-12 1/2d. 
and Id ., for both of which much of the research 
and writing had been done, must await the 
attention of other knowledgeable and dedicated 
philatelists . 

The current interest in the stamps of Victoria 
wi ll be further stimulated by the appearance of 
this book by the great scholar who so often, and 
so self-effacingly, referred to himself as a student. 

M . B. WATSON . 

The Railway Stamps of Mainland Australia, by 
Owen G. Ingles, Anthony D. Presgrave, and 
William D. Craig, 56 pp. 17 x 26 cm. Published 
by Revenue & Railstamp Publications, G.P.O. 
Box 1248 M, Hobart, 7001. No price stated. 
This second publication in the series which 

began with Tasmania in 1978, lists the rai lway 
stamps of all the mainland railways, promising 
another volume to cover mainland revenue issues. 
The main author is well-k nown as a student and 
wri ter on his native state, and editor of Tasmania, 
The Postal History & Postal Markings , Parr II , 
published by the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria in 1975. 

Mr. Presgrave compi led listings of the Railway 
Stamps of Victoria and Sout h Australia published 
in 1979 as supplements of the Bulletin of the 
Australian Commonwealth Collectors Club of 
N.S.W. 

The well -i llustrated work continues the pioneer 
serial of the late A. F. Basset Hull in A ustralian 
Stamp Monthly during 1934-5. It is surprising 
that his famous Tasmanian name is mis-spelt at 
each reference in a Tasmanian publication . 

The railway stamps have been generally 
neglected by postage stamp co llectors, and the 
auth ors venture into the unknown in assessing 
scarcity and va lue. Background descriptions are 
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co ncise but should be adequate for th ose 
unfamili ar with our rail sys tems. 

I a m most fa mili ar with th e issues of Western 
Austra lia, and find thi s li sting excellent. I would 
add to the Sixth Iss ue, at p. 41 , a I /3d sepi a used 
in Perth about 1931 , and th at the Third Series 
issued in August 195 1 was a nn ounced in The West 
Australian of I Aug. 51. I have not seen the 1/id 
va lue . 

The listings of other States appear to be good 
but I am not qualified to co mment. 

Th e final nine pages dea l with pri va te issues, 
so me of which were specul ati ve; others poss ibly 
did not have stamps. The loca l posts of th e 
Western Australian go ldfields are included here, 
but the data given is sketchy, and much full er 
information is published elsewhere. 

The Coolgardie Cycle Express stamps are not 
so rare as indica ted, particularly the Ca mels, 
which the lapse of time has made respectable. 
Th ese are part of our hi story, and more so ught 
after than the railway stamps by the traditional 
Austra li an philatelist. 

Authors a nd publisher arc to be congratulated 
fo r a useful contribution to a neglected field. 

R . LLOYD-SM IT H 

New Zealand Squared Circle Cancellations, by 
Patricia E. Capill. 33 pp. 29 x 21 cm. Published 
by the Pos tal Hi story Society of New Zealand, 
Box 25 105, Au ckl and, New Zealand, Price, 
$NZ5. 
The Squared Circle ca ncellations were widely 

used in the Victorian and Edwardian periods and 
New Zealand had it s share of them. The late Jack 
Robinso n wrote a book about them which was 
publi shed by the society in 1965 and now Mrs. 
Ca pi I I has revised and expanded it. 

Mrs Capill is one of New Zealand 's rising 
resea rch philatelists, who came into prominence 
with her studies of the las t pence and first decimal 
pictorial issues. 

She has fo und that the squared circle design 
was first used in 1879 and New Zealand adopted 
it in 1883 . The zenith of their usage was in the late 
1900s, and Eureka, in the Hamilton district, used 
one until February 1975. Thi s had been used since 
April 1904. 

The number of offices "from wh ich no strikes 
have been reco rded but which were probabl y 
supplied with squared circl e date stamps" has 
now been reduced to fi ve. Three other offi ces are 
know n to ha ve had th em but no strik es have been 
fo und . 
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On ly one or two strikes are known from some 
oJ'Jices. 

Mrs . Capi ll shows th e st ages in th e 
man ufacture of sq ua red circle datesta mps, and 
the three basic types used in New Zealand. 

The most notable advance on the previous work 
is the inclusion of a sca rcity scale. 

The major section li sts post offi ces issued with 
sq uared circle date sta mps, their di strict, opening 
and closing dates, the rating of the cance ll ation on 
the sca rcity scale, date stamp type, date of proof 
impression, index numbers, earliest and latest 
known dates, and remarks. 

For PA ID Squared Circles, the sca rci ty sca le is 
omitted but the co lou rs are listed . 

The Maunganui an d Monowai ma rine 
cancellations follow. 

Then there is a li st of squared circles from 
Telegraph a nd Teleph one Offices. Karekare 
(Auck land district) , 1941, was used on philatelic 
mail until June 1974 . 

Seventeen forgeries, allegedly fro m JO different 
offices, have been located and described. 

Fina lly, stylised ve rsions, for phil atelic bodies, 
complete the work. 

Altogether New Zealand has provided a 
rema rk able array. 

In recent yea rs there has been great interest in 
them, and this book will be of great interest to 
those who collect them now and to those who 
co llec t them in the future. 

198 1 Yearbook and Philat elic Soc ieties· 
Yearbook. 144 pp. 15 x 21 cm. Published by 
The British Philatelic Federation, Ltd . I 
Whitehall Place, London, SWJA 2HE. Price, 
C2.60. 

The arriva l of this publication, one of the most 
useful reference books published, is always an 
event of great interest. 

Herc is the list of a ll those philate lic societies in 
the wo rld th at care to send their names, and 
addresses to the Federation, whether members or 
not. 

Also there are details of other phil atelic bodies 
in Britain , the B.P.F. Expertising Co mmittee, the 
Cambridge Congress and all the ot her Federation 
acti vities. 

The full Roll of Distinguished Philatt!lists is an 
a nnu a l pleas ure, which details all the new 
signatories and, this year, ph otogra phs of them_ 

A li st of Bri ti sh philatelic journals, other than 
society pu blica tions, and their addresses, is 
ano th er inn ovation . 



THE ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

Postal History of Ke111 

The major display at the December meeting of 
the Roya l Philatelic Society of Victoria was from 
an interstate member. 

Mr. H. M. Melvi lle-Smith sent from South 
Australia an exhibit of his Postal History of Kent, 
including covers that were posted two centuries 
ago. 

The ear liest was a Deal letter with 1772 Bishop 
mark. Next was a Tenterton of 1796 with mileage 
mark, and a soldier's letter posted at Hithe 5 
August 1798. 

An 1802 letter bore the mi leage marking Hithe 
over 83 in a square and there was a Paid mark of 
Hythe SP 28 1840. 

Of particular Austra lian interest was a cover 
with an 184 1 circular datestamp addressed to 
Rev. Ju lien Drake-Brockman, Chari ton, certain ly 
an associate of the well-known Australian family 
of that name. 

Dover was represented by a 1802 mileage 
mark, Dover over 82 in a square. 

Ashford produced an Ashfield 58 mileage 
mark. 

Bl ackheath had a Mulready cover and 
Canterbury a Mulready wrapper. 

Other items came from Ma idstone, Deal, and 
Tonbridge, to comp lete an interesting and 
comprehensive display which disclosed prolonged 
and careful study. 

Early Competition Entry 

The presentation of the 1945 R.P.S.V . medal 
competition entry of the late Sheila Macfie was a 
Christmas surprise, sen t by the U.S.A. 
Specialists' Society. 

Miss Macfie, a member of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, was we ll -known in 
phi late lic circles until her death on JO May 1949. 
She was a foundatio n member of the Ca ulfield 
and Ma lvern Phi latelic Society and of th e U.S. A. 
Specia li sts' Society of Austra lia. Their ear ly 
meetings were held in her home. 

Her collection was bought by Mr F. H. Fiebes, 
prominent Melbourne dea ler for many years, and 
when he found the medal entry intact he 
remounted it and presented to the U.S. A. 
Specialists as a tribute to a foundation member. 

The entry was Portraits of Queen Victoria on 
the Stamps of the British Commonwea lth . 
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The Wyon head on the Id Black was fo ll owed 
by its various forms by De La Rue, the Cha ton 
Heads, the painting by Thomas Sully, for the 
North American Colonies, and on through the 
years to the Widow's Weeds and the Canadian 
1897. 

Miss Helen Serjeant White, the compere, 
remarked that Queen Victoria was always wi lling 
to come forward with a new portrait and had no 
scruples in depicting her advancing years. 

More than JOO stamps were shown, and Miss 
Macfie classified some (including some V1ctor1a), 
as caricatures. 

Four-Exhibitor Display 

Four members shared in providing the second 
January mee\ing display. There was a large 
attendance of members and each of the 
exhibitors, Miss I. E. Kerry and Messrs T. 
Carter, D. N. Baker, and A. J. White contributed 
15 sheets to a varied and well-balanced display. 

Miss Kerry showed how Philately is Kept 
Before the Public in Austria . She exhibited Day of 
the Stamp issues from 1955 to 1975, with designs 
such as a phi latelist, an engraver at work, and 
mail services. They were followed by the WIPA 
1965 and WI PA 198 1 issues. 

Mr . White's exhibit of Commonwealth K.G. V. 
included the Id Engraved imperf between in 
vertical pair, l/2d emera ld green watermark 
Crown A, perf 14 (single-line), Id substituted 
cliche O.S. mint and the Dies I, II , II , I strip in 
green. 

A lower half of the pane of Plate IV, showed 
varieties, the "Secret Mark" and retouch . 

The 4d included the Line through 4, Left frame 
broken, and "Weeping 4" in various colours. 

Mr. Carter showed a reconstructed P.M.G. 
Book let , set including the 10/- Kang'aroo O.S. 
from a recalled set, 5/- Bridge, and 4 1/2d K.G.V., 
Die 11. The postmarks were also identified . 

Mr. Baker produced a selection of Great 
Britain items which he had not shown to the 
society. Among them were King George VI Silver 
Wedding £1 on First Day cover, two£! P.U .C. 
used, the J'irst K.G.V. l/ld offset, mint , Wembley 
1924 F.D.C., and 1925 Postal Stationery, both 
va lues. 



GEORGE 
TURNER 
PHILATELIC LIBRARY 

for sale at 

PUBLIC AUCTION 
MAY 1 - 2, 1981. 

Catalog (via Airmail) with Prices Realized 
$ 5.00 or $4 .00 Aus. in Banknotes 

THE FINEST PH/LA TEL/C LITERATURE OFFERING 
OF THE PAST QUARTER CENTURY. 

GJ?.ggerCJ(qerber 
PROFESSIO NAL PHILATELIST 

SINCE 1950 

605 NORTHLAND TOWERS WEST 
SOUTHFIELD, Ml 48075 U.S.A . 

(iii) 



THE ROBSON LOWE GROUP 
ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 

12/15 MAY 
J. R. W. Purves Sale Ill Covers and Cancellations. 
A very fine sale commencing with a rare section of pre-stamp covers followed 
by sections of Butterfly and Barred Oval cancellations, 4 combination covers 
{N.S .W. and Victoria), Registered mail and a section of mail to continental 
addresses. 

Whether selling or buying fine postage stamps at auction or private treaty, it 
pays to consult us. Regular auctions in BASLE, BERMUDA, BOURNEMOUTH, 
GENEVA, LONDON and ZURICH, and occasional ones in other world centres 
ensure international coverage for our catalogues, which are widely recognised 
as important works of reference. Certainly when selling your collection you can 
rest assured . 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
Every month in our Auctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua New Guinea 

and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
{inc. Prices Realised) to December 1981, $14.00 

Overseas rates on application 

ii: Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement ii: 

P. J. DOWNIE 
242 SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 

Phone : 663 4911. Telegrams & Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne. Telex AA 37272 

Member A.S.D.A. Melbourne A.S .D.A. New York P.T.S. London 

(iv) 



BUYING & SELLING 

COLLECTIONS 

WANTED 

$500 to $50,000 

SPOT CASH 

SEE US ... 

A.S.A. STAMPS Pty Ltd 
140 RUNDLE MALL 

ADELAIDE 5000 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

.ff) k; lalelq t,.~ni 
{J.usl,.alia 

Cumulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-l968 
1969-1978 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 30 vo lu mes. 

Three thousand quick, easy 
references to materia l publi shed 
in P. from A. make these a 
"must'' for every serio us 

collector. 
Indexes I & 2 $3.50. No. 3, $5 
Set $10 plus postage (local) $2. 

BUSINESS MANAGEH 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001 

( 6 A \'OCn Street. South Ynrrn 3 141) 

THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. H. BUTLEH, HDP, FHPSL 

Crown Quarto (9:ii in x 7J~ in) with 188 pages, 4 plates in full colour and 
over 100 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book inc'udes numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first time details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, comprehensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an estimate of its relative rarity. 

Bound in buckram , stamped in gold with four-co'om book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should he sent to: 

The Secretary 

THE HOYAL PI-l lLATELlC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 Devonshire Place, London \VlN lPE 

(v) 



RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 

Australasia's Largest Stamp Auct ion Gallery. 
offers the collector /investor .... 

* Regu lar Monthly Public 
and Postal Bid Sa les. 

* Over Three Million Dollars of 
material offered annual ly . 

* Pre-sale inspection in Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

* Unparalleled service and confidential 
advice for col lectors and investors. 

* Private Treaty. 

A complementary copy of our current 
auction catalogue is available on mention 
of this advertisement. 

RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERI Es 351 Collins Street Melbourne 3000 Australia 

Phone (03) 62 5271 

MEMBER: Australasian Stamp Dealers Association, American Stamp Dealers Association Inc., 
Philatelic Traders Society ltd. 

(vi) 



------THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
The Philatelic Society of Victoria which was founded in 1892, and which in 1946 had the privilege 
conferred upon it of the use of the prefix "ROYAL", is a Society to which you, as a collector, should 

belong. Among its many advantages arc: 

* SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL * QUARTZ LAMP & 
ORGAN: Philately from Australia MICROSCOPE and a Reference 
is posted free to all members. Forgery Collection are available. 

* MEETINGS held on the third * MONTHLY DISPLAYS: It has 
and fifth Thursday of the month at always been Society policy to obtain 
1 .45 pm in its own premises, the best available collections for 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne 3141 . display at Society monthly meetings. 
* EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate Lectures and discussions by leading 
regularly within Australia to· philatelists enable members to 
interested members. improve their philatelic knowledge. 

* THE SALES BRANCH enables * PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
members to buy and sell stamps not 
considered suitable by the vendor for exchange 
sheets. Postal bids accepted from members for any 
item . 
* COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY is open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other night 
monthly or by arrangement with the Librarian . 
Also 12.30 on first Wednesdays. 
* CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic journals printed in English are available 
on the tables at the Society's rooms. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

This Society includes experts on 
almost all branches of Philately, whose advice is 
always available. 

* THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance Fee: 
$17.50 ; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolitan Members , $17.50; Country, 
Interstate and New Zealand, $12.00; Overseas, 
$12.50 (USA, $USl6.00). 
* ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be 
directed to Miss MYRA FARLEY (Secretary), 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

* OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately from 
A ustra/ia is available to members at 
special subscription rate . 

* MEETING ROOM: The Club meets 
at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month First Floor Meeting Room, 
Philas House, 17 Brisbane Street, 
Sydney. 

* EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
arc entitled to receive the Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly within 
Australia . 

* LIBRARY: A library , comprising 1000 
volumes, is available for use of members by 
arrangement with the Librarian . 

ALL COMMUNJCATIONS should be addressed to -

* MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Displays 
of interesting collections and philatelic 
items are a feature of the monthly 
meetings of the Club. It is the policy of 
the Club to bring to the members the 
best available displays, while lectures 
and discussions help to further the 
philatelic knowledge of members . The 
advice of members, experts in most 
branches of philately, is always available 
when requested . 

* THE CLUB'S FEES are : City members: $6.00; 
Country members, $4.50. 

* SUBSCRIPTIONS arc due I July yearly. 
There is no entrance fee payable. 

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 



PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Campbell , H . M. 

QUEENSLAND CANCELLATIONS AND OTHER 
POSTAL MARKINGS, 1860-1913 - $20.00 

Ingles, Owen (Ed) - Part II - $20.00 

TASMANIA: THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTAL 
MARKINGS 

Chisholm, H. L. 
PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS I-X (1949-1958) - $3.50 
CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS XI-XX (1959-1968) - $3.50 

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS XXI-XXX (1969-1978) - $5.00. 
The Set, $10.00, plus $2.00 for postage and packing (Local). 

Holbeach, W. M. 
CUMULATIVE INDEX: 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA - $4.95 

Purves, J. R. W. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE LONG STAMPS OF 1902- 1912 
$20.00 

EMBLEMS OF VICTORIA 1857-1863 - $8 .95 
POSTAL HISTORY OF PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT - $8 .50 

VICTORIA: BARRED NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 
1856-1912 - $12 .50 

VICTORIA : THE BUTTERFLY AND BARRED 
OVAL CANCELLATIONS 1850-1855 - $5.00 
VICTORIA: THE POSTAGE DUES - $8.95 

VICTORIA: REGISTERED AND TOO LA TE ST AMPS 
1854-1858 - $12 .50 

THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE (1977) - $1.50 

Please include postage on all orders 

Address all orders to 

MISS JOYCE BUCHANAN (Business Manager) 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
BOX 2071 , GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 

Advocate Press Ply. Ltd., Melbourne. 3000. 


