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PAINTING OF MELBOURNEGIVEN AS 
MEMORIAL TO J. R. W. PURVES 

An English art collector-philatelist friend of Mr J. R. W. Purves has presented 
a beautiful painting of the sailing ship Melbourne to the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria as a memorial to him. 

The gift is anonymous. 
On the frame is a plaque with the inscription: 

The "Melbourne" 
Presen.te<l to 

The Royal Philatelic Society 
of Vicuoria 

in memory of 
The World's Greatest Philate list 

J. R . W. "Bill" Purves 

The painting, by Lieutenant-Commander Derek G. M. Gardner, has been hung 
in the meeting room at Headquarters, overlooking, from the side, the head table 
which Mr Purves so often graced as president, exhibitor, or speaker. 

Painted from off the ship's starboard bow, it shows the 1,857-ton Melbourne 
outward bound in the English Channel on a misty morning, with a light sea and 
the sun breaking through. 

Two of the famous Brixham trawlers are passing across her wake as they go 
out to tthe fishing grounds, and she has an escort of seagulls. 

The picture was one of the treasures of the donor's collection. He acquired it 
in 1966 and he wrote to some friends: 

" It is a great joy to me to look at it - the mind is peaceful and one can hear 
the hiss of the waves and the slap of the sails, the mewing of the gulls, and the 
homely smell of burned sausages coming from the galley." 

The Melbourne, launched in Jun e 1875, was one of the Green's Blackwall line 
ships. 

"The success of their two previous iron ships, the Superb and Carlisle Castle, 
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made Messrs Green decide to build the very finest sai ling ship in their power : 
and the result was called the Melbourne," wrote Basil Lubbock in The Blackwall 
Frigates. "She was undoubtedly one of the strongest merchant ships ever built, 
for she was built from the surplus pl ates of a man-of-war which happened to be 
under construction in the Blackwall Yard at the sa me time." 

The M elbourne cost £42 ,000 and her measurements were recorded as 269.8 feet 
long, 40.1 feet beam, 23.7 feet depth, with a 42 feet foc 's' le and a 69 feet poop. 

She was the largest passenger ship to have stern windows and her cabins were 
larger than any earlier passenger ship. 

"Like all the Blackwall shi ps, where the comfort of passengers was their first 
consideration, the Melbourne was more noted for freedom from accident and dry 
decks than for record passages, yet she was driven hard with good resu lts on 
many occasions. She had a beautifully carved fig urehead of Queen Victoria," says 
Lubbock, who also expressed the opinion that she would have been a happy ship. 

With Captain Marsden in command, fo ur officers, and six mjdshipmen and a 
full passenger list, she left East India Dock on 16 August 187 5, on her maiden 
voyage, went to Greenhithe to have her com pass swung, and left Start Point on 
22 August. 

On 16 September, the fore topmast was carried away, taking with it the main 
topgallant mast. Tt was 24 September before both had been replaced. 

She anchored in Hobson's Bay at 7 pm on 16 November, 86 days out. The best 
day's run was 286 miles. 

The ship left Melbourne on the return voyage on 8 J anuary J 876, passed the 
Start on 16 April and berthed at East lndia Dock on 22 April. The best day's 
run was 292 miles. 

On the second outward voyage, the M elbom11e sai led 5,129 miles in seventeen 
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days, an ave rage of more than 300 mi les a day, with the best day's run 374 miles. 
L ater she made the outwa rd voyage in 77 days, and her ave rage passage was 

82 days. 
In 1887, .\!f essrs Devitt and Moore bought her fo r the Sydney run . She made 

one voyage to Sydney as the Melbour77e, under Captain God dard, arriving there 
on 27 December 1887, 94 days out from London. 

Before she left on her sec.and voyage th e new o wners changed her name to 
Macquarie. 

In 1897, she was so ld to No rwegian shipo"vners and her first passage was from 
Fredrickstadt to Melbourne. It was a rem rn to her name port after nineteen years. 

Five or six years later, she was sold to Messrs Lund, w ho used her as an 
Australian store hulk. She then beca me a coal hulk in Sydney and was broken 
up in 1954. · 

Philatelic interest ? The donor o f th e painting has said he was looking for 
inw ard and outward bound letters ca rri ed in 1her hull. Mr Lubbock w rote that 
pictures, " the sea-stained log boo k, and the letters of a few dead and gone 
shellbacks - letters with a foreign aroma and world-wide postmarks - are all 
that remain to us o f a period whi ch no sa ilor ca n think of except w ith a sigh 
of regret" . 

PRESIDENT'S NIGHT 
The President's Social Evening at Hea dquarters on 1 March w as an enjoya ble 

success, w ith about fifty members, w ives and fri ends atitending. 
It was a perfect summer evening and the President (.l\!lr P. J affe) and Mrs Jaffe 

received their guests on the balcony. 
President's N ight is an occasion on w hi ch w ives ca n meet their husbands' 

phil atelic fri ends and fo rm new fri endships themselves. 
The social gathering was in the Council Room, and Mr and Mrs Jaffe had 

brought a number of attracti ve non-phil ateli c items to interest their guests. T hese 
were laid out on the meeting room tables. 

The V ice-President (Mr .J. Gartner ) in moving the vote of thanks, sa id that 
althoug h President's N ight was a comparati ve ly new event in the Society's 
ca lendar, it had proved its va lue. l t was ac hieving a broaderting of the fri endship 
w ith in the Society, and that was something every body approved and welco med. 

"BLACKOUTS" AND MEETINGS 
Because " Blackouts" may be imposed at short notice, making it impossible to 

advise that meetings are cance lled, the Council of the Royal Philateli c Society of 
V ictoria has made this rule : 

When there are lighting restr ictions on a Third T hursday meeting nig ht, the 
meeting will be postponed for a week. 

Wh en there arc lighting restri cti ons on a Fifth Thursday meeting night, the 
meeting w ill be cancelled . 
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Conducted by BILL EUSTAC E 

Provisional 20 Cent L ettercard 
Althoug h not avai lable in Melbourne at t he time of writing, the 18 cent letter­

card overprinted 20c has been on sa le in Canberra for a week or two. T he 18c 
has been struck out with two light horizontal bars and the new denomination 
20c pri nted near the top r ight corner of the stamp, the overprint being in black. 

20 Cent D efinitive Lettercard 
This was something of a surprise item, appearing on the philatelic counter at 

Melbourne within a few days of the long-delayed arrival of the corresponding 
provisional item reported above. 

The word ing is now printed in blue instead of black and the Queen's H ead ty pe 
stamp is pr inted in a light green which rather disconcertingly changes to pa'.l e 
orange under ultra-violet lig ht. 

20 Cent Bowls ChC1'111p ionship Stamped Envelope 
When first placed on sa le considera ble variation could be found in the green 

colour ,of the "stam p" w hich ranged from a yellowish-green to a dull bluish­
green, b ut these variations were minor w hen compared to supplies which have 
gone on sale in Melbourne lately in a strong deep blue-green colour. T he 
"helecon" band to the rig ht of t he stamp appea rs to be weaker too, w hich 
suggests at least a break in the continuity of the printing run, if not a deliberate 
reprint. 

A ustralian Dogs Series 
It is too early to bt able to report any significant van et1es on this issue but 

it will be worth whi le to keep an eye open for paper variations. 
In sheet format so far, the 20 cent, 50 cent and 5 5 cent have been on one paper, 

w hile the 25 cent and 35 cent have been on another. H owever, in the packs, 
w hich are already vi rtually sold out, the 5 5 cent seems to be on the sa me paper 
as the 25 cent and 35 cent and it should be possible to find the 5 5 cent on the 
brighter U /V lamp paper in sheet fo rmat. 

Australia - Fishing S('ries 
I understand that there are two reactions of the 20 cent stamp although I have 

yet to catch up wi th this one. TI1ere are also two papers of the 50 cent denomina­
t ion and here !:'he reactions under the lamp are very distinct both from the front 
and the back of the stamps. 

4 



CORONATION AIR MAIL 191 l SENT 
TO NEW ZEALAND 

By 1-1. L. Cl-ITSHOLM 

Twenty-one cards and envelopes flown by the London-Windsor Coronation 
Air Mail 1911 adches>ed to New Zealand have been traced and tlu·ee others 
are known to have been in the mail. 

One man received two. 
The Coronation Aerial Post, organised to mark the Coronation of King George 

V, comprised a number of Rights from London to Windsor between 9 and 26 
September 1911 by Messrs C'ement Creswell , C. Hubert, E. F. Driver and 
G. W. Hamel, and Rights by Creswell and Hamel from Windsor to London on 
17 and 18 September. 

Thanks for information during th e fi ve years O'f the long search and help in 
compiling the list of those known are extended to Messrs Francis J. Field, D. D . 
Edwards, P. W . Parkes, K. C. Haley and A. L. Bailey (England ), Messrs D . G. 
Cornish, H. D. London, G. J. Ellott, D. A. Walker , W. A. 0 . Jacob, D . H. S. 
Prince, E . R. Gibbs, R. D. Samuel, J. Coom, D. E. G. Naish, H. W. H anlon, 
R. M. Startup, Laurie Franks, K. A. Griffith s and the Rev A. H. Voyce (New 
Zealand ) and Mr and Mrs E. J. Garrard (Sydney). 

The four pilots, all associated with the Grahame White Flying School , H endon, 
with their Royal Aero Club Certificate numbers and dates (the names are as 
they appeared on the certificates), were: 

26 C. H . G reswell 
57 C. L. A. Hubert 
64 Gustav H amel 

110 E. F. Driver 

15 November 1910 
14 February 1911 
14 February 1911 (he had also taken an Aero Club de France 

certificate on 3 February) 
I August 19 11 

Cards and envelopes with the fam ous design of a F arm an biplane Hying over 
Windsor Castle were printed in various colours. 

There were four basic types of the design, which may b e designated a, b , c, d, 
by features of the inscription at the foot of the design. Cards and envelopes 
were prepared for the Rights in each direction, the inscription being: 

or 
For conveyance by AEROPLANE from LON DON to W IN DSOR 

For conveyance by AEROPLANE from W IN DSOR to LONDON 

There were two types of each design, distinguished by the word at the left 
of the inscription panel, so the types may be listed as follows: 

(a) Copyright 
(b) Lendon 
(c) Copyright 
(d) Lendon 

LON DON to W IN DSOR 
LON DON to W IN DSOR 
W IN DSOR to LONDON 
WIN DSOR to LON DON 

5 

D.L.P. Inv 
D.L.P. Tm· 
D.L.P. Inv 
D.L.P. Inv 
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(Mr D. Lewis Poole, an architect, made the original sketch of the design, and 
the finished product was the work of Mr William Warwick Lendon, an artist.) 

The special First United Kingdom Ae1ial Post postm arks were used as 
follows: 

London, Nos. 1 to 4 - Wimpoile St Post Office. 
5 and 6 - Hendon Aerodrome. 

Windsor, Nos. 1 and 2 - Windsor Post Office. 
Postmark dates were - London , Sp 9 to 15. Windsor, Sp 16. 

Only privileged mail (violet envelopes or cards) is identifiable as flown on 
the day of the postmark, and the mail was not necessarily flown in the direction 
shown by the insc1iption on the card or cover. (It was flown from the place of 
the postmark.) 

The number of items with sufficient details to allow listing is now two 
envelopes and seventeen cards: 

Item 
No. Type 
NZl Card (a) 

NZ2 Card (a) 

NZ3 Card (a) 

NZ4 Card (a) 

NZ5 Card (a) 

NZ6 Card (a) 

Colour 
Red-brown 

Dark Green 

Dark Green 

Dark Brown 

Dark Green 

Dark Green 

LON DON - WINDSOR 

Postmark 
SP 9 Die 1 

SP 9Die 1 

SP9Die 1 

SP 9Die2 

SP9Die2 

SP 9Die 2 

Address 
Colonel Holden Webb 
Nelson 
New Zealand 

Mr F. Steans 
30 Barbour St 
Christchurch 
New Zealand 
F. Steans 
Box 453 
Christchurch 
New Zea land 
G. P. Donnelly, Esqr 
Ota taro 
Napier 
Hawkes Bay 
New Zea.land 

- H ooper Esq 
Archi tect 
Dunedin 
N.Z. 
H eighingron Jones, Esq 
C/- Sargood, Sons and 
Ewen 
Victoria Street 
Auckland 
New Zealand 

R e-marks 
Endorsed 
"Received 
Nelson 
25th October 
19 11" 

Franked with 
t d Edward Vll and 
George V stamps 

1 d KE.VII and 
l d K.G.V stamps 
Sold Stanley 
Gibbons Auctions, 
London, 
3 Sept 1976 
Two t d K.G.V 
stamps 

Sender: 
F. R. Jones 
t d stamp 
Id NZ 
Postage Due 
stamp 
cancelled Auckland 
23 oc 11 
Additional 
markings: 
2d To Pay 
unframed marking 
(in red), corrected 
in pencil td . 
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Item 
No . Type Colour 

NZ7 Card (a) Dark Green 

NZB Card (a) Red-brown 

NZ9 Card (c) Red-brown 

NZIO Card (a) Red-brown 

NZ! I Card (a) Dark Brown 

NZ12 Envelope (b) Green 

NZI3 Card (a) Red-brown 

Postmark Address 

SP 9 Die 3 Mrs A. Barrett 
37 Lonsdale St. 
New Brighton 
New Zealand 

SP 9 Die 4 Mr H. R. Thompson 
ational Bk New 

Zealand 
Wellington 
New Zealand 

SP 9 Die 4 Mr Owen Wilson 
Redmount 
Papakura, Auckland 
New Zealand 

SP 9 Die 5 Miss Bursill 
Nurses' Home 
Newtown 
Wellington 
New Zealand 

SP 11 Die 3 Mrs Harry Coom 
Waimarama 
Maku.ri, Pahiarua 

SP 12 Die 3 

SP 12 Die 3 

New Zealand 
Mr Andrew Allen 
C/- J. Allen, Son 
and McClure 
M.aclaggan St 
Dunedin 
New Zealand 
Miss Saunderson 
Mt Hobson 
Remuera 
Auckland 
New Zealand 
Re-addressed: 
Manu St. 
Otahuhu 

NZI4 Envelope (a) Purple-brown SP 13 Die 1 Mr W. Ulph 
C/- The W aihi 
G.M. Co. Ltd. 
Near Auckland 
New Zealand 

NZ I5 Card (a) Red-brown SP 15 Die 3 J. N. Sanderson 
Nga vViru 
Rotheram 
Amura 
New Zealand 

Rernarks 
ld To Pay, 
framed (in red) 
T over 10 in 
six-sided border. 
L below 
Sender: 
Lucy 
Two td 
stamps 
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One Edward VTT 
td, one George V 
t d. 
From A.B. 
Die 5 Postmark 
Hendon 
Aerodrome pmk 
t d K.E.Vll and 
id K.G.V 
Two td George V 
stamps 

id K.G.V 
stamp 

Sender: 
]. McM.illan 
London 
Backstamped 
(on the face); 
Auckland 
24 OC 11 3 PM 

"Near" struck 
out of address 
and "Waihi" 
added twice. 
Arrival markings 
Auckland 
24 Oc and 25 Oc. 
Machine 
backstamp 
V\Tai hi 26 Oct 

Committee's 
Specia l Mail ca.rd. 
Two td K.G. V 
stamps. 
Amura should be 
Amuri. 
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Item 
No . Type 
NZ16 Card (c) 

NZ17 Card (a) 

PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

Colour 
Dark Brown 

Dark Green 

Postmark Address 
SP 15 Die 3 Mr Herbert Webb, Esq 

Barrister & Solicitor 
WeUington 
N.Z. 

SP 15 Die 3 Mrs J. W. Shearer 
Law Courts Hotel 
Dunedin 
"Jew Zealand 

NZ 18 Envelope (a) Red-brown SP 15 Die 3 F. A. Cook, Esq. 

NZl9 Card ( ? ) 

Colombo St. 
Christchurch 
New Zealand 
Thomas Hutchison, 
S.M., 
Oamaru 

The address ·on NZ19 may not be exactly as given. 

NZ20 Card (a) Red-brown SP 14 Die 2 M:ss E. Taylor 

NZ21 Card (a) 

12 Leith vValk 
Ca lton 
N.E. Valley 
Dunedin 
New Zealand 

Dark Green SP 9 Diel .\1rs Cnowther 
Ladies Mill 
Remuera 
Auckland 
New Zealand 

MARCH 1980 

Remarks 
Pair td 
George V. 
Sender: 
M. A. vVood 
Two td 
K.G. V stamps 

Mentioned in 
New Zealand 
Herald, 
Auckland, 
about 1931 

~d K.G. V 
T over 10 in 
hexagon 
handstamp. 
Circular 
"To Pay 
Double Deficient 
Postage" 
hand9tamp. 
Amou111t ( td) 
not clear 

Two !d K.G. V 
stamps. 
Senders: 
Nellie, Cliff 
and Nin·a. 

Two other items are known to be in collectors' han ds. Efforts to trace one 
sold by Mr Laurie Franks, of Christchurch, have been unsuccessful. This was: 

A card with a printed advertisemen t for a firm of cycle dealers on the back, 
addressed to a cycle dealer in New Zealand and auctioned by Mr Franks about 
1972. 

Mr Edwards reports having seen, abou t 1962, a scarlet envelope addressed 
to New Zealand. 

At least one other card came to New Zealand, as the message on Mrs Barrett's 
card reads: 

This is the first Aerial post sent. Tt leaves London tomorrow for Windsor. Keep this for 
me. I hope to go out to see it go tomorrow. Made a mistake on Ruby's thought it was 
yours. She is to keep for herself. 

The King & Queen are sending also. 
Love Lucy 

The items with 9 September poshnarks are the first airmail matter known to 
have been posted to New Zealand. 

The envelope addressed to Mr Cook was one of the "Flap-Embossed" enve­
lopes, apparently necessitated by a shortage of supplies. They are identifiable 
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by the converging white lines, caused by the flap , which show on the face of the 
envelope. 

Special interest attaches to No. NZ15, the card addressed to Mr J. N. 
Sanderson. 

This bears the acknowledgment of the organising committee in printed script: 

September 1911. 
The H onorary Organising Committee of the First United Kingdom Aerial Mail have 

much pleasure in acknowledging remittance to the Coronation Aerial Post Fund. 
Secretary's Office, 
General Buildings, 
Aldwych, 
London, W.C. 

N. C. Baldwin and Francis J. Field, in The Coronation Aerial Post, 1911 
(p. 36) record that the committee despatched a number of cards and letters to 
nominees, to meet the request for envelopes and cards which were received 
after the mail had closed. 

When the orders came in, the committee sent one of these to the applicant 
with a notice which said ... 

The Secretary regrets that your instructions relative to the Aerial Post arrived after the 
Post had closed. 

Due notice was given in the Press that Friday, September 15th, was the last day on which 
orders could be accepted. 

So as to avoid disappointment to those who would like a Souvenir of this interesting 
experiment, the Honorary Organising Committee despatched a number of missives in a special 
bag and beg to enclose same to the value of your remittance . . .. 

The authors say ( p 70) : 

Mention has been made in "The Committee's Special Mail" of the cards and envelopes 
despatched by the organisers to fill late orders .. . . 

It wi ll be noticed that the letter states that these missives were enclosed in a special bag 
an.d as it is unlikely that more man a hundred or nvio wou ld be despatched, it is probable 
that the special bag was No. 25 w hich weighed orl'ly 4 lbs, and which was enclosed together 
with two other bags in the last sack. It may be safely assumed that these consisted of red-brown 
cards and "fl ap-embossed" envelopes. Further, judging from quantities carried in re lation to 
postmark dates, the contents of this special sack were posted ion September J;th, rece iving the 
obliteration of that day. lt is considered apparent that ·uhe postcards were handled by the sorter 
using die No. 3 and the envelopes by rhe sorter using die No. 2. 

Obviously none of the "nominees" would have lived in New Zealand and one 
may conclude that the request having been received on the last day, when the 
committee's mail was being prepared, one of the cards was used bo fu lfil the 
order. 

Bag 25 was carried by Gustav Hamel on Bleriot monoplane No. 2, on the 
last London-Windsor flight on 26 September 1911. 

The card addressed to the cycle-dealer was probably one of those sent by 
Brown Brothers Limited, "The World's Largest Cycle and Motor Material 
Manufacturers and Merchants", London ( Illustrated;, Stanley Gibbons Auctions 
Catalogue, 3 September 1976). 

In a printed message on the reverse of the card, on a cloud, sunray and aero-
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plane background, the firm conveys its compliments and trusts "that their pleasant 
business relations will always be maintained". 

The company also sent another type of card with an invitation to inspect 
their new warehouse. (Pictured in the Stanley Gibbons Auctions Catalogue of 11 
September 1974.) 

Two interesting features have been revealed during the compilations of the 
Coronalion Air Mail lists: First, the appeal of this pioneer air mail to ladies, 
which caused them to mail cards, and secondly, the number of cards which, 
having been sent out to Australia and New Zealand, have found their way back 
home to England. 

TWO MORE ITEMS TO AUSTRALIA 

This article is a companion to that on Coronation Air Mail to Australia 
(P. from A. March 1977, p. 7, and September 1978, p. 58). 

Two further items, a card and an envelope, addressed to Australia, have been 
reported, bringing the total to 15. 

Item No. 
14 

Typ e 
Card (a) 

LON DON-WIN DSOR 

Colour Postmark Address 
Red-brown SP 9 Die 3 Miss M. K lacby 

"Bevois Mount" 
Port Macquarie 
NSW 
Australia 
To the left of 
NSW North Coast 
(underlined ) 

Remarks 
i d K.E. V ll and 
i d K.G. V stamps. 
Signed : Jack. 

15 Envelope (b) Violet-brown SP 9 Die 4 Geo. Bateman, Esq 
C/o- H . H. Chapman, Esq 
Book Lovers Salon 
Collins Street, Melbourne. 
Re-addressed to 
Daily Chronicle Office, 
vVlmefrairs Street 
London, E.C. 

Details of any 1911 Coronation Air Mail items addressed to Australia and New 
Zealand that have not been recorded in the numbered lists will always be 
welcome. A list of "Wizard" Stone Melbourne-Sydney air mail cards is now 
being compiled, and owners and collectors knowing of them are asked to provide 
details. 



~~1~~~11~~~~~111~~111~~ 
ct5he C9ther Side of the Ticture 
~~lllta)lll~~~lll~~lll~~ 

By G. T . WHITE, F. R.P .S.L. 

VICTORIA 

Events leading to the Establismnent of a Post Office at Buckland 

This office, about 229 mi les by the mai'I route north-east of Melbourne, was 
opened on 1.4.1856 at th e Buckland Ri ver Diggings after some years of concern 
by the Postmaster at Beechworth. 

I will quote from letters tabled in the Legislati ve Council in 1856 and also quote 
from a report by Charles H . W atts, Inspector of Country Po!ilt Offices (which 
has been extracted from Australian Archi ves - MP 311 /9) . 

They g ive a few interesting facts, probably common to some degree to all 
Australian States, regarding the establishment of a few early Post Offices. 

Letter N umber 1. 

The Postmaster at Beechworth to the Postmaster-General at Melbourne: 

Six, 

Post Offi ce, Becc:hworrh, 
3 lst D ecember, 1853. 

I have t he honor to report that I have given notice "T hat any parties at the Buckland , by 
Leaving their orders w ith t he Assistant Comm issioner or Sub-Inspector of Po lice, ca n have 
their letters fo rwarded from this Office" . 

This I did w ith the concurrence of the Resid enc Commissioner and Inspector of Police for 
this distric t. 

The Buckland River is distant some sixty miles; many of the diggiers have go·ne up fJo m this 
locali ty, and it is computed that the population ca nnot be less than 3000. 

The enquiries were numerous as to "how <they were to reaeive their letters' ', and as some 
of the troopers are in once or twice weekly, I suggest this arrangement till a better couJ.d be 
made. 

I have acted upon this plan for some of th e out diggings, •the Yacka.n<land:i h (some eighteen 
mHes), and Snake Valley (nine miles), fo r a consi·dera bLe t ime. 

The route taken for the Buckland is about m '.dway between this and vVa ngaratta, so t hat 
there is no office for postal communicati on w ithin sixty miles. 

I have, &c., 
(signed) John vVhi1bty . 

Letter Number 2. 
The Postmaster-General to the Postmaster at Beechworth : 

General Post Office, 
Melbourne, 10th January, 1854. 

Sir, 
Acknowledging your letter of the 3 lst ultimo, on nhe subj ect of the letters for the Buckland 

11 
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River, I have to express my approval of your adopting in such an emergency a111y measure, 
not involving unwarrantable expenditure, wh:ch will ex;tend t'he secure transm1ttion of l<\tters, 
an object likely to be attained tlrnough the hands of rhe Officers o f Police or ·Gbld 
Commission, but by n.o means through the system heretofore prevailing on some of the 
Gold Fidds, of private agency, without express orders. 

R eport 

I have, &c., 
(signed ) A. McCrae, 

P .M.G. 

Extract of an enclosure to a letter from Beechworth written in September 1854: 

Report on the present state of Postal Communication on the Gold Fields, w ithin the Murray 
District. 

First. That the Beechwoitth is the only P1ost Office on the Gold Fields within the Murray 
District for receiving or despatching mails. 

That already this district embraces the Buckland Diggings, distant from this, the nearest 
Post Office, some sixty miles; present population from llline to ten hundred, with every 
pnospect of large increase as spring adv11nces. 

For many months (last summer) the population varied from 5000 to 7000. 

The repnrt mentions the possibili ty of using mounted troopers as a cheap and 
safe way of carrying the mail. 

R eply 

The Secretary to the Post Office replied: 

Sir, 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your conmnmicacion of the 11th instant, with 

suggestions relative to postal communicatio111 wioh the Gokl Fields. 
In repily T am directed by the Postmaster-General no statJe, the subj ect referred to has long 

occupied his attention, but the adoption of any proposal to carry into effect the suggestions 
advanced has been hindered, by an ei-;pressed desire on1 the part of the Police authorities not 
to have any service to perform for this depantment; having sufficie111t employment for their 
whole staff without co-operation in the duties of an:other department of the Government 
service. 

11lus letter dated 
16th September 1854. 

Petition 

I am, &c., 
(signed) A. Langston, 

Secretary. 

Postmaster at Beechworth to the Postmaster-General: 

Sir, 

Post Office, Beechworth, 
12th October, 1954. 

For your earliest information I have the honor to report, that on Samrday last a party 
informed me that a memorial to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, already signed by 
three or four hundred inhabitants, storekeepers and diggers, at the Buckland River, was about 
to be forwarded, "praying that a Post Office might be established in that place". 

In my late report on postal communication 0 11 the Gold' Fields in this district, T noticed its 
distance, population, and difficulties as to contract for conveyance of maiJs, etc. - -

I am further informed that notice has been· posted, issued .from the Gold Office, Buckland, 
stating that after the !st instant no mo-re letters would be received, delivered ·or dispatched; 
tlus renders some postal communication indispensable. 

I have, &c., 
(signed) John Whitty, 

Postmaster. 
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The Inspector of Country Post Offices reported as follows: 

G.P.O. Melbourne, 
25th October 1854. 

13 

On the petition for the establishment of a Posr Office at the Buckland Riv er, I have the 
honor to report that there is llJO precedent for the establishment of a mail conveyance <wer a 
distance, as represented by the Memorialists, of "fifty miles" of difficuLr country for the 
benefit solely of a fluctuating population of so smal l a number as 700-800, though a smaller 
fixed number would, I may say, demand the expenditure. 

Seeing the unhappy prospect o.f a scarcity ,of water this summer on t he gold fie.Ids, I think 
it probable ·rhat the unlimited supply of that necessary mentioned by the petitioners may soon 
make this field attractive, but I think that issue may be waited for and not anticipated until 
at all events it is seen whether even the existing mail services will be within the means w hich 
the Legislature may provide. 

I am sometimes induced, by anxiety to affoPd the public the utmost benefit from the Post 
Office Department to recommend small and eoonomical services of speculative usefulness, 
but this projected mail is a heavy undertaking, and I think wi ll admit of and requires m y 
personal enquiry before decision. 

The perfecting of the mail arrangements for 1855 wiH preven:t m):' visiting tl~e Bucklan!d f?r 
some time. Tn the meantime I would respectfully suggest th~t 1t might be desirable to obtam 
from the Gold Fields Department an expression of opinion 1011 the probable increase and 
permanency of the Buckland population. 

I am sorry to be compelled to remark ~hat many of the signatures to the petition are not 
"bon-.i fide", the same individual having appar·ently frequently signed for severa l. This does 
not perhaps invalidate the testimony of the petitioners to their feeling of p06tal destitution, 
but it is a bad habit w hich might operate improperly in the case of political questions, or 
clashing claims, and I therefore feel that, having noticed it, I should fail in dury, did T not 
point it out. 

Action and Its Results 

(signed) Chas. H. Watts, 
lnsp . of C.P.O. 

About eighteen months later a Post Office was opened at Buckland. However 
ea rly in 1857 the mail contract was cancelled due to its hig h cost per letter carried 
(about four shillings per letter). Exactly how this cancellation affected the service 
is not known. 

The number of letters dispatched from the Buckland Post Office must have 
been only about 1000. 

Tn fact, to date only one copy of the original Barred Numeral 104 has been 
seen used in ohis period. This canceller was later modified. 

DR W. P. HES LOP CELEBRATES 
DIAMOND JUBILEE AS MEMBER 

Dr W. P. Heslop; a much respected member of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria, celebrated his Diamond Jubilee as a member in January. 

He was elected on 15 January 1920. 
The Council sent him a telegram of congratu lations on the anniversary, and the 

announcement of his achievement was greeted with applause at the 17 January 
meeting. 

Dr Heslop now lives at Wangaratta. 



THE RAILWAY STAMPS OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 1905-72 

By R. !~LOYD-SMITH 

The railway parcels stamps of rthe Australian States had attracted little attention 
in the philatelic press until the appearance of Volume Four of The Encyclopedia 
of British Empire Postage Stamps in February 1962. 

This work, gaithering up the essence of w hat was know n about the stamps, 
postal and general history and cancellations of each country in its fi eld, touched 
in varying depth on the railway stamps of each Australian State, including a 
brief listing of the first Western A ustralian rni lway stamps of 1905. 

Since then, there has been a quickening of interest in a neglected field, his­
torically, as collectors and philateli sts, at least some of them, recognised such an 
interest as legitimate. The rai lway systems have played a pa.rt, sharing with the 
Parcels Post, the handling of newspapers, perishable, and other parcels traffic, 
genera lly on passenger trains. Tn the past, these stamps have been treated with 
scorn, being usually of large size, utilitarian in design, often poorly printed and 
with unattractive cancellaliions w hen used. 

Collectors of Western Australia. are fortunate indeed that its railway stamps 
attracted the contemporary interest of such an eminent phi latelist as the late 
W. H. Bromfield, at that time President of the Bhi.Jatelic Society of Western 
Australia , w ho contributed an article with check li st in The Australian Stamp 
Monthly, August 1935 (volume 6, pp. 227-28). 

A lways resident in the eastern States, I had accumulated very few of these 
stamps until the opportunity came in 1968 to purchase a collection ab'Sembled by 
an enthusiast in America. 

Even the most casual comparison of these stamps with the Bromfield art:icle 
gave me a great respect for the thoroughness of the listing to that date. I have 
not had the opportunity to examine at fi rst hand the Bromfield collection at the 
Western A ustralian Museum, Perth, but I hope thait a local enthusiast will do so, 
and fill in the obvious deficiencies, pariticularly in the later li stin g-s. Interest w ill 
follow as a direct result of the publica:tion of W estern Australia, The Stamps and 
Postal H istory last year, but it is understood that space could not very well be 
found to open a subj ect t hat only began in the present century. 

In wri ting o.f these ~tamps, I must, as indeed all others, go back to the Bromfield 
source. His observations must have been made first hand, and it is doubtful 
whether these are recorded departmentally, or sufficient material is in the hands 
of collectors to date the vagaries of paper supply in the period after 1916. 

Stamps for the prepayment of freight on pa.reels and newspapers conveyed 
over the Western Austra lian Government Railways came into use on l August 
1905. 

It it p robable that Federation, with the resultant separation of postal and 
internal revenue serv·ices must have played a part here, but little has been pub­
lished of this very interesting period w hen the stamps for all Staite needs were 
produced in Western Australia ra ther than in England. 

14 
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First I sme 
The first issue of Ra.ilway Stamps were of t we lve va lues printed by the 

Government Lithographer on unwatermarked paper, in sheets of l 20, in two panes 
of 60, per fora ted single line, first perf 12, and later perf 11 , no date of perforation 
change being recorded. 

The design probably was prepared in the R ail way Department, showing a 
sty lised 2-6-2 T ank locomotive at the base above a panel inscribed FORWA RD. 
T he value, t d to 10/- is in a circle sur ro unded bv the wo rds W EST E RN A U S... 
TRA LIAN G O VT RLYS above the locomoti ve. Rosettes are in t he upper 
corn ers, and in the fi ve low va lues, td, t d, Id , I t d and 2d, a panel between the 
rosettes is inscribed NEW SPAPE R. T he word NEW SPAPER does not appear 
on t he values 3d to 10/-. T he size o f stamp design as printed is 23! mm by 32! 
mm, stamps appear to have been printed on gummed paper. 

First Issue, 1905-07 
1905, perf I 2 single line. 

t d yellow gr een, g reen 
t d yellow 
Id orange 

1 t d yellow-brown 

2d carm111 e 
3d slate-b lue 
6d deep blue 
9d emera ld green 
I/- oli ve-brown 

2/ 6 purple 
5 / - slat e-grey 

10/- red 

1906-7, perf 11 single line. 
t d green, shades 
t d yellow 
Id o range 

I t d yellow-brown, \,\nithdrawn 
june 1907 

2d carmine, w ithd rawn June 1907 
3d slate-b lue 
6d deep blue 
9d green, shades 

1/ - oli ve-brown, hi stre 
2/ 6 purple 
5 / - slate-grey 

10/- red (Bromfield) not seen by me 

First Issue J90S-07 Second Issue 190S- >T 

There may be shades of 3d, 9d and I/ - va lues. 
Cancellations seen arc unsightl y, large numera ls va ry ing from 19-25 mm in large 

fra me, probably by brass obliterating stamps, later by large rubber numerals, 
unframed. Perth was using a three-line canceller, top line reading PERT H , second 
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hne, date, J UN 27 1907, bottom line is a double line, intermpted by "A". This 
became usual for Perth in June 1907, measures 20 mm by 2 5 mm, and is much 
neater. 

Second l sme, 1907 to 19 51 

The size of the stamps being considered too small for the clumsy cancellers in 
use, the first issue was superseded in 1907, by stamps 36 mm by 52 mm printed on 
watermarked paper, showing a centra l crown, to appear on each stamp, with the 
letters W AGR forming a square within the stamp design. Sheet size covered 60 
stamps, and the original design was retained with some re-drawing, particularly 
in the spacing of letters in FORWARD. The word NEWSPAPER was omitted 
in the low va lues, and the l!d and 2d va lues were withdrawn in June 1907, not 
appearing in the second issue. 

In 1911 it was decided to use paper wiithout watermark and this was used in 
the 1912 printings on non-curling gummed paper. 

In 1913 the future use of watermarked paper was planned as an additional 
protection against fraud, but the first shipment of such paper did not arrive until 
1916. 

v\lith wartime conditions app lying to manufaoture and packing, it was necessary 
to trim t he sheets in bulk resulting in the position of the watermark not being 
uniform on the stamps. 

In June 1916, stocks on plain paper were held of the following eight values: 
td, ld, 9d, 2/-, 2/6, 4/-, 5/- and 10/-, these being used concurrently w ith the new 
watermarked issue, w hich covered the eight denominations: 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/-, 2/-, 
2/6. 4/- and 5/-. 

Stocks of 10/- stamps on unwatermarkcd paper met requirements until August 
1923. 

The use of ! d stamps was discontinued in 19 17, but early in 1915, supplies of 
these were issued for use on the Midland Ra.ilway Company line (from Midland 
Junction to Walkaway, 447 kilometres), conneoting the Northern and Central 
sections of the WA Government Railways. These were overprinted by rubber 
stamp, MIDLAND RAILWAY o~LY in block capitals in three lines. l have not seen 
any of these. 

in Jun e 191 8, the use of 1 d stamps was discontinued, and the stock on hand 
was surcharged "!d" in black. These !d and ! d stamps were without watermark. 

T he aotual size of each sheet of 60 stamps '~as 477 mm by 298 mm, the paper 
being pre-cut to this size. From 19 19 the practice of perforating the outer edge 
of marginal stamps was discontinued. 

In September 1919, 3d, 6d, 9d and 1/- stamps were issued ungummed, but were 
found unsatisfactory, and from May 1920 until the stock of ungummed paper was 
exhausted in December 192 1, sheets of stamps were gummed by the Government 
Printer before issue. 

The following va lues were treated thus: !d, 3d, 6d, 9d, 1/-, 2/-, 2/6, 4/- and 
5/-, the !d being a new issue following the exhaustion of those surcharged in 1918. 

Government Printer Takes Over 
From l November 1919, production of stamps was transferred from the 

Government Lithographer to the Government Printer, and all supplies since 
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have been p roduced by him and, since I 922, on gummed paper. 
In September I923 va riations were made in certa in colours, and apart from 

slightly different shades, 6d became r ed, and IO/- became opal blue. In July 1924 
a new denomination, l / 6 orange, was introduced, foll owed by ld in rose-pink in 
December I925 . 

During the period that unwatermarked paper was in use, there was considerable 
variation in quali ty and thickness. There was also a wide va riation in thickness 
of watermarked paper , parti cularl y since 192 1 w hen ve ry thin paper has been used. 

T he same design had continued until 195 1, printings being made in denomin­
ations as needed, and issued on requi si tion. 

The stamps o f the Second Issue can be summarised : 

Issues of 1907- 12, size 36 mm by 52 mm, p erf 1 I. 

1907, watermark , W AGR Crown. 

! d pale green 

t d yell ow 
ld o ran ge 
3d slate blue, blue 
6d deep blue 
9d deep green 

1/- olive-brown, bistre 
2/ - red-brown, brown 
2/6 purple 
4/- carmine 
5/ - grey 

10/- red 

19 I 2, no watermark. 

! d pale green, di scontinued 191 7 
but supplies used for Midland 
Railway Co 1915 

t d vellow· 
Id orange, discontinued June 1918 
3d blue 
6d deep blue 
9d bright green, deep green 
1 /- olive-brown, bistre 
2/ - red-brown, brown 
2/6 purple 
4/- carmine 
5/- grey 

IO/- red 

191 5, ove,rprint on 19 I2 issue, no watermark, :\ IJOLA~o RA ILW AY ONLY . 

! d purple on pale green 

1916, printing on new suppli es of wa termarked paper, thick , medium, thin , 
pre-cut, w atermark often misplaced. 

3d blue, shades 
6d deep blue, shades 
9d green 
1/- yellow olive 

2/- brow n 
2/6 violet, shades 
4/- carmine 
5/- dull olive 

1919, 3d, 6d, 9d and l / - values w itho ut gum. 

1918, surcharge on 1912 issue, no wa termark. 
t d in black, lithographed, on 1 d, ora nge 

1920, t d, and all eight va lues of 19 16, but gummed after printing. 

Prior to I919, and from 1922 onwards, all printings are on g ummed paper. 
September 1923 and later, same watermark, and perfo ration, perf 11 , on thin paper . 
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!d yell ow, shades 
Id rose pink, December 1925 
3d blue, shades 
6d scarlet, September 1923 
9d green, shades 
l/- pale oli ve, yellow oli ve 

1/6 orange, July 1924 
2/- salmon hrown, pale brown 
2/ 6 vio let, lilac 
4/- purple, mauve lake, 

September 192 3 
5/- deep olive, dull olive 

10/- opal blue, September 192 3 

Use continued until late l 95 l at least, canceHa1tions genera lly showing date 
stamps after 1917. It is not certain in many cases whether the date stamp is 
incorpornted with the large rubber number obliterator w ith numerals from 23-30 
mm high. Cancellations genera ll y appear neater on the larger stamps. 

I have not been ab le to identify all printings positively in my own collection, 
and have used Bromfield's colour names in many cases to supplement my own 
observations, hoping that others may improve in a more exact check list. 

Midland Railway Company 

I have not seen a copy of the l 915 overprinted td stamp, but have a photo­
graphic print of a rouletted ONE PENNY stamp, type-set in six lines, reading 
as fo llows: Midland Railway / Company of W.A. Ltd I (l nc. in England) I 
PARCEL STAMP I Id. ( large) I ONE PENNY. The w hole is surrounded by 
a double row of printer's rule, and there is no indication of scale. 

This came to me with the collection from USA in 1968, and T have no further 
information about such an issue. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
COY! RAILWAYS 

I D. 
PARCELS 
STAMP 

NORTHAM 

Issues from 1952 

WE STE RN AUSTRALIAN 
GOV! RAILWAYS 

·~ELS J.1 

S~MP 

Tbird Issue 1952-60 

WESTERN AU TRAl.IAN 
COY! uia,w A)(S 

101--~AA.';LS 
&TAMP 

All the following data is based on my own collection which was loaned to the 
Western Australia Study Group in 1977, and I acknowledge the assistance of 
'."lr Brian Pope, of Perth, w ho has gained information on the stamps currently 
m use. 
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In 1952, a new design was prepared from drawings made by members of the 
staff of the Western Austra lian Government Railways in response to a calJ for 
a more modern stamp. The issue in fifteen values show three different methods 
of transportation, suitab le for two colour reproduction by offset lithography. 

ld, 9d, 1/6, 3/-, 4/- and £1 - a diesel train set; 
3d, 1/-, 1 /9, 2/- and 5/- - a tractor and bus; 
6d, 1/ 3, 2/6 and 10/- - a modern steam locomotive. 

The design, 34 mm by 52 mm, ver~' similar in size to that of its predecessor, 
was prepared for use on the same offset machine. lt is divided into four boxes by 
green 1,ines. The top box has the title "WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVT 
RAILWAYS" in two lines, printed in vennilion red on a plain background. The 
next lower box has a green underprint with the letters W AGR within a diamond 
pattern. The denomination and words PARCELS ST AMP are boldly printed in 
vermi lion red in this panel. 

The third panel shows the appropriate transportation picture in green on an 
uncoloured background. The lowest panel is reserved for the station name, only 
printed in green for Perth, or black for certain other stations. Otherwise this space 
is blank and the station name is printed diagonally in black over the value tablet. 
The watermark is unchanged, as is perforation. Paper is thin. 

Little colour variation is noted during the life of this third issue, and cancel­
lation is mostly by date stamp without station number. 

Third Issue, 1952-60 

Id green and vermilion red 2/- green and vermi lion red 
3d 

,, ,, ,, ,, 
2/6 

,, ,, ,, ,, 

6d 
,, ,, ,, ,, 

3/-
,, ,, ,, ,, 

9d 
,, ,, ,, ,, 

4/-
,, ,, 

1/-
,, ,, ,, 

5/-
,, ,, ,, ,, 

1/3 
,, ,, ,, ,, 

IO/-
,, ,, ,, 

1/6 
,, ,, 

£ 1 
,, ,, ,, ,, 

1/9 
,, ,, ,, 

In 1961, the design was modified by the elimination of illustrations, and in the 
bottom box, the words SAFETY AND SER VICE in three lines occupy the space, 
with PERTH station name below as before. 

Other station names are overprinted diagonally in black over the value tablet. 
Colours are turquoise blue and vermi lion red, w-ith watermark and perforation 11 
unchanged. 

Fourth Issue, 196 l-66 

Size, perforation and watermark unchanged. 

3d turquoise blue and vermilion 1/6 turquoise blue and vermi lion 
6d 

,, ,, ,, 
1/9 

,, ,, 

9d 
,, ,, 

3/-
,, ,, 

1/-
,, ,, ,, ,, 

4/-
,, ,, 

1/ 3 
,, ,, ,, ,, 

10/-
,, ,, 

ld, 2/-, 5/- and £ L values are not reported but probably exist. 
(To be continued) 

,, ,, 
,, 

,, ,, 
,, 



OBITUARY 
Mr ]. B. WILLIAMSON, F.R.P.S.L. 

Mr James Bernard Williamson, F.R. P.S.L. , of Pinner, England, who had built 
an internationally renowned co llection of Austra lian Commonweakh, died in 
December. 

The collection was the result of more than forty years of effort. 
Mr Wj]]iamson joined the Royal Philatelic Society, London, in 1948, and had 

been president of the British Society of Australian Philately, of which he was 
almost a founder member. 

H e had also been president of the Pinner Philatelic Society and the Middlesex 
Philatelic Federation . 

He was always a prominent fi gure at meetings of the Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain, at which he \Vas official scrutineer, and w hich his wife, Enid, 
always aDtended. 

Before retirement, Mr vVilliamson was responsible for all transport used by 
Scotland Yard and he had many interesting soories of testing police vehicles on 
the famous Brooklands R acing Track before it was demolished in 1940. 

H e had wide-ranging interests beyond philately, and was an expert on Tun­
bridge Ware, on butterflies, and on the horticulture of apples. 

All his life he had been a dedicated social worker and, in his own words, 
regarded such work as " the rent we pay to God for our room on earth". 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
R .P.S.L. R epresentative 

The Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
has appointed Mr John Gartner its repre­
sentative in Victoria. 

The position was previously held by Mr 
J. R. \V. Pun·es . 

Stamp Advisory Committee 
Mr Ray Chapman, M.B.E., has been 

appointed philatelic representative on the 
Stamp Advisory Committee. 

H e succeeds Mr John Gartner, who 
followed Mr J . R. W. Purves. Mr Gartner 
resigned in December, after sixteen y~rs' 
service on the Committee. 

All three have been members of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Victoria . 

Off to "LONDON 1980" 
Miss Joyce Buchanan, Business Manager 

of Pbilately from Australia, is going overseas 
to attend "London 1980". 

She asks rhat those writing her understand 
the reason if their letters are not answered 
promptly. 

Lord H owe 1 sland Provisional Variety 
Profossor Dort Giorgco Perazza, of Bo­

l1ogna, lta:ly, re.ports in rhe London Pbilate­
list (September-October 1979, p" 128) tl1at 
he has a m:nt copy of the 1930 Lord Howe 
Provisional (Australia ) ltd Sturt commem­
omtrive, endorsed in manuscript, 2d Paid 
PM LHI (in four lines), with PM omitted. 

The Royal Philatelic Society, Lon<lon, 
has certified it as genuine, adding, "lt is 
impossible tio state that mint examples may 
not have been made for coll ectors after the 
provisional use was necessary". 

The certifi cate, No. 60575, was issued in 
1966. 



TASMA NIAN NUMERAL 
CANCELLATIONS 

By H. M. CAMPB ELL, F .R.P .S. L. 

Althoug h it is many years since 1 \\'as directly concerned w ith th e study of 
T asmanian postal markings, and passed on to other fi elds, I have maintained my 
inter est in new discoveries in the " ty ing" of numeral cancellatio ns. 

I am no\\' contemplating the p rodu ction of a new work embody ing the listing 
and comparison of the numeral cancellations used in all the Australian States, and 
it is this that has led me to take up my pen at this stage. 

The main reason is tha.t there are ce rtain identifications in T asmania: The Postal 
H istory and Postal M arkings: Part fl w ith w hich 1 do not agree, and if I produce 
a T asmanian list w hich varies fro m that in Part Tl in certain respects, it co uld 
cause confusion unless 1 have previously explain ed my reasons for disagreement. 

I have nothing but admiration for the remarkable amount of new information 
that the authors of Part 11 have amassed. T here are various points w ith w hich 
I do not agree, or would have put differently, bu t I have kept silent because, 
being o ne of the authors of the original work, my motives could have been 
misunderstood. 

The aut hors of Part 11 may have made a mistake in placing as much reliance as 
they appear to have done in the lisrs o f post offi ces in Walch's A lmanacs. If these 
lists were no more reliable than the post offi ce lists in Pugh's A lmanacs for 
Queensland, they sho uld be regarded with ca uti on, although providing useful 
confirmation w hen they agree w ith other evidence. 

In the case of Pugh's, Mr P. Call as and I found that in a number of cases a post 
offi ce did not appear in the li st until severa l years after other evidence gave proof 
that it had opened. 

T asmania, of course, is much smaller in area than Queensland, but there were, 
and still are, iso lated areas about w hic h it would pro bably have been difficu lt to 
obtain accurate info rmation. 

Many years ago 1 knew a gentleman w ho a.t one time had been a schoolteacher 
at Strickland ; I was not interested in Tasmanian posta l history at the time, but 
from w hat he told me I could imagine how isolated that community was - and 
that was after W or ld W ar I. k is not many yea rs, either , since the E mu Bay 
Railway used to carry tourist buses fro m Rosebery to Burnie because the 
Murchlson and W aratah Hig hways had not then been. completed, and there was 
no p3$able road. That shows how important it is to check and double-check the 
reliability of one's sources. 

As it was a book about postal history and postal markings, we tried to present 
the picture as the posta l authoriti es sa\\' it , which in some cases was not exact!:» 
as it was. 

In our lists, therefore, and particularl y in Chapter Y , we have quoted the 
locality descriptions given in the Gazettes for each post offi ce when it was 
opened. W e put these in inverted commas to show that t hey were quotations, 
and not necessarily how we ourse lves would have described the location. T hese 
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descriptions are ra ther vague in many cases, but we have been taken to task in 
the amendments to Chapter V in Part TI for giving wrong descriptions. To quote 
a case wh ere the description is a little more explicit, it staites on page 46 of Part II 
that Fossil Bank was not half-way between Deloraine and Latrobe, but much 
closer to Latrobe. W e were just quoting, but the description is not necessarily 
as inaccurate as is made out. 

T he full Gazette description is actuall y, "At Parramatta, half-way between 
Deloraine and Latrobe," w hich mig ht in dicate that the post offi ce was not actually 
at the " fo ssi l bank" which gave it its name; one would have to be able to pinpo·int 
w here the Parramatta homestead was in the 1860s to be certain w hether or not the 
descripti on was roughly correct. 

On th e other hand, the composer of the description could be thinking of the 
t ime ta ken to t rave rse the distances, as in the case of the Chinese li, if the " Old" 
Deloraine Road was much more diffi c ult between Fossil Bank and Latrobe than 
between Deloraine and Fossil Bank (I have no idea w hether it was). T he main 
point is .that from the postal point of view it did no t matter w hether the 
description was correct or not. 

Another point on which we have been criti c ised is for using the tem1 " later" 
to indicate a change of name fo r a post offi ce w hen there was a physical re-location 
of the offi ce at the same time, eg, GROVE - VICTORI A, MOUNT H EEi\ lSK!RK - REMl NE, 

KELLY'S P OINT - BA RNES BAY. 1t would have been more accurate Ito use "Closed 
( date) and moved to - - - ", as I have done in my Queensland book, but the 
disti nction is not rea ll y important, as fro m the point of view of the post offi ce 
authorities they were still the same offi ces, doing the same job. 

W here I t hink we were wrong was to use the prefi x "R" fo r both re-allocations 
and replacements - it would have been better to deal w ith replacements as I have 
done in Q ueensland Cancellations and t in Postal Markings, by putting in the 
"Rema rks" column after the original num ber " Later used No. - - - ", rather 
than clutte ring up the N umber column with numbers out of sequence. T here were 
evidently more of these than we originall y thought (ie, Nos. 297-300), eg, 279 
and 328, and also some that were both replacements and re-a llocations, such as 
345 to Forth and, evidently, 130 to Longley and 25 l to Bradshaw's Creek. 

It is good to have North Franklin properly " tied" to No. 339, and not 338 as 
we had it. 

I now come to what is sa id about the two a llocati ons in Part 11, and how it 
would affect my proposed work. 

Chapter Ill . The First Numeral Ob/iterators 

Irrespective of what the writer of the amendments in Part II has to say, in my 
opinion, the mystery surrounding Nos. 48 and 67 has not been sati sfactorily 
cleared up. 

No. 48. There is no reason to doubt that the numeral was orig inall y alloca ted to 
Ouse, and we know fo r certain that it was later used as an additi onal canceller 
at H obart. H owever, apart from a cry ptic reference in Basset Hull , The 
Stamps of T asmania, there is no evidence that No. 48 was ever used at the 
Cascades (wherever it was situated ), so T propose t o omit it unless somebo.dy 
can produce a proving " tie". 
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No. 67. There appea r to ha ve been two classes of Receivi ng H ouses in these ea rl y 
days: ·"J 

1. R eceiving H ouses in their own rig ht, w here the postmaster received a 
sa lary, and 

2. R eceiving H ouses attached to oth er post offi ces, w here t he offi cer in 
charge received no salary. 

If we look at the li st of earlv offi ces that were not included in the first 
alloca tion, on pp . 5-6 of Part Ii , it "viii be seen th at some were cl osed before 
1853, w hile most of the others were Receiving H ouses at tached to post offi ces. 
The fact that there was indeed a Receiving H ouse at Barnes Bay therefo re 
proves noth ing, as it was attached to H obart. If it did in deed receive No. 67 
at the end o f 185 3, it ra ises these questions: 

1. \ N hy was it not included in the original allocaition? 
2. If Barnes Bay received a num ber, w hy did not also Trumpeter 's Bay, 

w hich was opened on the same day in I 85 1, and was also attached to 
H obart? 

3. [f the tl llocatio n was an afte rthought, w hy bother so late in its useful 
]jfe, as it was almost certainlv closed in 1854 ' 

On t he oth er hand, Birch's Bay, \,rhich was opened as a Receiving H ouse at 
the same time as Port Cygnet (No. 66), was not attached to a post offi ce. 
In my opinion, No . 67 was as li kely to be all oca ted to Birch's Bay as to 
Barnes Bay , if not mo re so. l th erefo re regard Birch's Bay as a possibl e, if 
not a probable. 

Chapter V. The Second Allocation of N 11111ernl Oh/iterators 

44 H U O N TRACK ( LESLIE) ( LONG LEY) (p. 66, Part ll , p. 43). The 
note in the orig inal should be altered to re<i d : " L<i ter used No. 130 as a 
replacement". 

59 MON T ACUT E (p. 66, Part IT , p. 4 3). It now appea rs obvio us that Montacute 
was c losed in 1876 and moved to Glen Quoin . T he latter would therefore 
have almost certainl v have continued to use No. 59, and the tentative allo­
cation of No. 196 is. wrong (see under 196 later ). T he offi ce opened in this 
ar ea later :is H oll ow Tree was ev identl y regtl rded by the post offi ce as a new 
offi ce, so to include reference to it here, except possibly in a note, only makes 
fo r confusion. 

79 SHIPWRIG HT'S POIN T (p. 67, Part II , p. 44) . It appears now that N o. 279 
was a replacement ca nce ll er. It woul d be bette r to inc lude reference to this 
here in a note: " Later used No. 279 as a repl::1 cernent" . 

99 T AYLOR'S BAY (p. 68, Part II , p. 45) . It appears t hat t his should rea d : 
"Closed and moved to 
LIT TLE TAYLOR'S BAY 3. I 2.8 1 Closed 1.6.93". 

103 LEIT H (p. 69, Part IT , p. 45). T he re-a ll ocation of th is number has now 
been " ti ed" to LLEW E LLYN (opened 1.1.83). 

130 SURGES BAY (WATERLOO ) (p. 70). The last sentence und er Remarks 
should be reworded: "No. 130 later used at LONG LE Y as a r eplacement 
(see No. 44) ". 

(T o he comi1111ed) 



BOOK REVIEWS 
Tbe Falkland Islands. Printings of tbe 

Pictorial Issue of 1938-1949, by C. E. 
G lass. 20 pp . 16 X 25 cm. PublL~h ed by 
Robson Lowe, Ltd. 50 Pall Mall, London, 
SW lY SJZ. Price, £2. 
A philateli c work in which the stamp 

printers concerned have been deepl y 
interested and in volved is definitlell y ur.­
usual. 

It is even more so when it has an intro­
duction by an executi ve of the firm - in 
this case, Mr H . J. Mears, retired stamp 
production manager of Bra·dbury, W ilkin­
son and Co., Ltd . To him, also, Mr G lass 
records his indebted ness "for the enthus­
iastic help he gave." 

T he 1938 Falkland Island pictori al set 
has always been popular and Mr Glass has 
done an immense amount of in tense 
research, ranging from the study of indi­
vidual sta mps and postmarks and ultra­
violet examill'ation ito a vast amount of 
reasoning, bacl<ied by information from the 
printers. 

The result is a little work of maj o•r im­
portance, which makes substantial adjust­
ments to the standard handbook, B. H . S. 
Grant : The Postage Stmnps of tbe Falkland 
Islands. 

Among his findings arc : 
T here were 17 printings of the issue. But 

this is a gr·eiat reduction on the number 
previously thought. 

All the stamps overpinted for South 
Georgia, South Shetlands, South Orkneys 
and Graham Land were printed speci fi call y 
for this purpose, and were all overprinted, 
except 18,720 surplus 3d of the 9.9.44 prim­
ing. 

The number of stamps overprinted was 
considerably less t han half the figures in 
Mr Grant's book. 

Different papers were no proof o f 
different printings, as more than one kind 
of paper might be used during a printing. 

T he catalogue dating of 1940 for the ld 
scarLeit must give way before the evidence 
of a copy on cover, dated 1938. 

Mr G lass gives detai ls o f numbers pr int­
ed, and overprinted, w ith deta ils of destina­
tion - the Islands or "dealers" and numbers 
of stamps perforated "Specimen." for 
almost all printings and values. 

A printing could be of one or more 
values. 

Mr G lass mentions that the staff we re 
warned that the company was liable to a 
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£ l fin e for every sheet of paper unaccount­
ed for. 

Mr G lass's book is a complete answer to 
anybody w ho might claim that philately is 
not an intel lectual hobby. 

Supplement to: 
Northern T erritory: A Postal History, 1824-

1975, by E. Williams and P. Callas . 16 pp. 
22 X 28 cm. Duplicated. Published by t he 
Society of Australasian Specialists. Avai l­
able from Edward A. vVi lliams, N icholas 
Road, 1250 Am herst Street, Buffalo, N.Y., 
142216, USA. 

T he excellent parent work was revjewed 
in P from A (December 1977, p. 98). T his 
supplement presents the new material that 
has been gathered since it was published . 

It deals with additions and amendments, 
and revises 1vhe particulars of Australian 
Army postmarks used in the Northern 
T erritory. T here are changes of postcodes, 
and of the registration labels used in the 
Northern Territory. 

,\~r Williams says postal history subsequent 
vo 1975 might be presented in a future 
suppl ement if there is sufficient demand . 

Victorian Government Punctures, by John 
E. Elford . 19 pp. 21 X 26 cm. Multi­
gvaphed. Published by John E. E lford, 
8/5 1 Union Streelt, Wi ndsor, Vic. 3181. 
Recommended price, A$2.00. 

T hirty years of study of Victorian Gov­
ernment pLLncm.ired stamps has gone in.to 
the production of t his work and during 
this time, Mr E lford has examined thousands 
of stamps. 

Mr Elford has distinguished four types of 
VG punctures, wi1th eight positions, includ­
ing irwieirted punctures, and pI'ovides com­
prehensive tab les of the stamps punc tured, 
with the different types and nheir positions. 

The lists begin with the George V surface­
printed Ld, an d concludes with the Year of 
th e Child . 

Another imeresting chapter lists the Miss­
ing H oles in T ype 3 punctures, w ith ea rliest 
dates known if these are avai lable. 

A surprising item in the list is the 2/­
Austra li an Antarctic Territory map stamp 
wi th VG Type 3, inverted. What is the 
story it cannot tell ? 

Tbe N.S.1V. Pbilatelist, Vol. l. No. 1. 
October 1979. 27 pp. 22 X 30 cm. Multi­
graphed. Published by the Philatelic So-
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ciety of N.S:W. Box HI 75, P .O. A ustra­
lia Square, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000. 

This new publi cation is edited by M.r 
C. M:. Trevers. The conrtents are inter,csting 
articles by P rofessor 0 . G. Ingles on Tasma­
nia - The Mystery of the De La Rue Plate 
N umbers 1870- 1900, and by Mr N. J. 
Sheppard on the 1/- N .S.vV. Charity Stamp 
of 1897. Mr Sheppard has succeeded in 
plating the stamp. 

His article con:ta ins seven pages of excel­
lently reproduced illustrations, mostly of 
the var ious va rieties. 

P/Jilatelic Bureau C/Jristmas Island, Indian 
Ocean, Information Booklet. 8 pp. 16 X 
22 cm. 

This unusual publication sets out the 
island 's phila.telic policy, so th at all col­
liectors will know it. Tt appears a carefull y 
oonsidered one. 

Stamps issued will be: Definitives, to stay 
on sale for a•t least four years; commem­
oratives, recognising 1occasions of importance 
or historical significa.nce to the island , and 
commemorating rwenty- fi ve years, or mul­
tiples of it; special stamps, feamring Christ­
mas Island subj ects. 

The island will make two to four issues 
a year. 'First d11y covers wi ll be available for 
only a monvh after day of issue. 

Definiti ve issu:es wi ll remain avai lable at 
the bure:Ju for a year after w ithd rawa l; 
commemorative and special stamps wi ll stay 
on issue for six months after the end of the 
month of issue, and then at the bureau for 
a further six mon~hs . 

"Except for occasional high <lenomination 
smm ps associated with definitive issues, all 
stamps are related to posta l charges current 
at the rime of issue." 

The booklet mentions that the ea rly 
Christmas Island postal history has ne\·er 
been fully recorded but much information 
ganhered by philateliws is now being pieced 
together. A brief summa ry is given. 

Confusion about t he world 's three Christ­
mas Islands - off Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 
the Line Islands of the Pac ific, and in the 
Indian Ocean - is inevitable , and the a111ony­
mous author says: 

" It is not sur.prisi ng tha.t the earliest known 
cancellation of Christmas Island (Indian 
Ocean) on cover has a history. A<ldressed 
to 'Phosphate Commission, Halifax, Christ­
mas Island', and posted ion January 14th 1904 
in the Netherla nds l'.ast Indies, it traced t he 
route Thursday Ts.la nd, Townsville, Gilbert 
and E llicc Islands, Auckland, Brisbane, Van-

cou\·cr, H alifax, Christmas Island , Nova 
Scotia, San Francisco, Auckland , Sydney 
ancl Singa pore hefore fina lly reaching Christ­
mas Island, fn<li a111 Ocean, on Janu ary 14th 
1905, exactl y one year later." 

P/Jilatelic Bureau C/Jristmas Island, Indian 
Ocean, Newsletter 1/80. 4 pp. 16 X 22 cm. 
The first stamp issue in 1980 wi M mark 

the twenty-ti fth anniversary o.f the Christmas 
Island Golf Club, a.nnounces the Newsletter. 

"Rumour has it tha.t an area was cleared 
for a golf course in the centre of the island 
under the guise of a jungle clearing for a 
phosphate quarry," it te lls the world . 

Detai ls of the issue are given. The 20c 
and 55c stamps are in sheets of fifty, but 
why not say also w h,et her this is 5 X IO or 
the other way round? 

Switzerland Catalogne, 1980. Editor, H. L. 
Katcher. 140 pp . 14 X 20 cm. Published 
by T he Amateur Collector Ltd, Box 242, 
H ighgate, London, N6 4LW. P rice, £6.10. 

This year's editio111 presents an additional 
1,400 prices, bringing the tota l ro abou1t 
13,000. 

Traditionally, the pub'iishe:rs have given 
a table of t he number of prices changed 
and the various percentage changes. This 
year, because of the international inflation, 
they have had ro forego this exercise , and 
instead, issue a l ist of revised prices, with a 
wa rning l'hat more are expected. 

This is the on ly English -language carn­
loguc of Switzerla nd , and, if prices may 
change, th ~ quality of the information in the 
catalogue remains t he same. Tt is rightly sa id 
that it is heooming a catalogue handbook. 

Stamp hrvestment . Guidelines, . by Bill 
Hornadgc. Second Ed:tion. 79 pp. 13 X 
22 cm. Published by R eview Publications 
Pry Ltd, I Sterling Street, Dubbo, N.S.W., 
2830. Recommended price, $4.50. 

This is a revised, up-dated, and enl arged 
edition of Mr H ornadgc's work published 
early in 1976. It has grown from 64 pp to 
79. 

H e reiterates his conclusion that the 
specialist is in the best position, and "have 
their cake and eat it" because he/she has 
the pleasure from buildin~ ·the collection 
and the fina.ncial appreciat10n in the back­
grou nd , and becaus~ their specialised know­
ledge enables them to take adva ntage of 
huying and selling opportuniti es. 

The Ten Way Test to determine invest­
ment potential and the Ten Golden Rules 
arc sti ll emphasised. 



THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA 

Paris Postm arks 
One of the pleasures of membership of the 

Society is the d iscovery of the unexpected interests 
of nlemhers, and at the second November mee ting 
Mr H. Warwick Wal'cer djsplayed Paris Postm arks. 

lt was a displ ay that traced the in volved history 
of th e various types, and emphasised the grea t 
amount of sn1 dy Mr Walker had done. 

Mr W alker sa id the first stamped F rench pos t­
marks ident ifying the town of orig in appeared about 
1695. Only eight were known but their use 
expanded greatly in the early e ighteenth century . 

Most towns used a straight-line town name 
preceded by "De" but smne major towns were 
identifi ed by in iti als only. Paris began a pattern 
of d ifferentiation th at continued to 1876. 

The early Crown over P was fairly rare but th e 
P in Tri angle types h ad a li fe from 1778 to 1827. 
The Departmental number was added in 1793, but 
Paris used its Department ntunber, 60 , onl_y. 

The date was in trod uced in 1830, and unifo rmity 
was established for twenty- two years. 

The introduction of stamps in 1849 produced 
an anonymous diamond grill canceller. 

Killers were not abolished until 1876. 

Stamp Printing 
T he 20 December meeting was a special and 

very memorable one. 
The address was by Mr L. R. Tngvorsen , of the 

Asher Security D ivision, Leigh Mardon P ty Ltd, 
wh o explained the photo-lithogra phic process and 
the production and pdnting of the 1979 Chri stm as 
25 cen t and 55 cent stamps. 

Mr Tngvorsen showed th e transparency th at wns 
the start of the 55 cent and the " basic art" - an 
enl arged painting of the design in fu ll colou r -
for the 25 cent. 

He expl ained the various stages in produ cti on, 
show ing the transparencies separating the colours 
and one of th e pla tes (one colour ). 

He also passed around a sheet of each of the 
stnrnps in the conditio n they came frorn. the press . 

These were particularl y interesting because they 
showed many con trol markings outs ide the area 
of post offi ce sheets. 

He sa id that each 5 0th sheet was examfo ed fo r 
defects and if any were foun d the checker went 
back examining each sheet until perfect sheets were 
found . 

Asked why the full sheets, with all the m arkb1 gs 
were not avail able to coll ectors, Mr In gvorsen snid 
Australia Pos t stipulate d the size of the sheets that 
were to be deli vered to it. 

H e also said th at hi s firm chose the ah ove­
average qu ality sheets th at were to b e sold 
th rough the Philatelic Bureau, now Australi a Post's 
phil atelic b ranch. 

Mr Ingvorsen's address was followed b y many 
questions from the large audience present. 

H e could have had no doubt that the work he 
h ad done in preparing and deli vering it was greatl y 
a ppreciated . 

W atermarks and Perforations 
It is a long time since the Society had an 

evening devoted solely to the technical aspects 
of phil ately, bu t at the second Janu ary meetin g 
the pres ident ( Mr P . Jaffe) spoke on perforations 
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and w atermarks. 
Mr Jaffe demonstra ted the great depth of his 

knowledge over the whole fi eld of phil a tely, in an 
impressive lecture. 

He discussed the making of the p aper and the 
ways of crea ting the wate rm ark, and the various 
types of waterm ark. 

Interesting po ints inclu ded examples of cases 
where the waterm ark " hit" h aving been lost or 
damaged, a different type was used. 

Excess water in the pulp could markedl y red uce 
or increase the cl arity or the waterm ark. 

Phil a telists aimed to cl assify stamps accordin g to 
th e tools used ID create them, wanting to know the 
type and nature of th e perforntion machine used, 
just as it sought to cl assify them by dies or pl a tes. 

Gen erally, if stamps were to b e perfora ted by 
line m achin e, th e horizontal was done before th e 
vertical. 

The advent of the postage stamp h ad aided the 
crea tio n of the modem perforating machin e. 

Scandintt!Via 
It was an unusual presentation of Scandin avia 

which Mr H . Von Strokfrch presented to the first 
I anuary meeting b ecause of the wide view of his 
subject which he took. 

This resulted in a large number of unusual or 
seldorn seen items. 

The opening item was a page of h oth values of 
the stamps printed on the fl ap of fi rs t Finnish postal 
stationery. 

Early classics of Norway, Sweden, D enmark, 
Greenl and and I celand followed. 

There was a SwecHsh o ffi c ial cover, used by the 
Post Office for mail to its foreign counterparts, 
Ill 1897. 

The extent of the D anish pos t o ffices in north ern 
Germ any wns sllown by a cover from Itzehoe 
Hail way Sta tion, via H amburg and Schwartau , to 
Lubeck, w ithout ever leaving the Danish inail 
service. 

A D anish West Tnilies ship mail stamp bore an 
"in suffic iently pafrln postm ark, but Mr Von Stroki rch 
sa id th at this was applied to stamps used as local 
postage to foreign ships. It was not kn own to h ave 
been used for its intended purpose. 

Then there were British ld Reds, from Pl ates 88, 
96 and 115 can cell ed C51, a t St Thomas in the 
Danish W est Indies. 

An other interesting item was the 1919 F aroes 
P rovisional on cover, sold only between 13 and 24 
January 1919, and dated PM 22/ 1/ 1919. Th e rate 
had risen from 5 to 7 ore and there were no 2 or 
7 ore stnmps tJ1 ere. 

Provis ional wartim e surcharges were shown un­
used and on cover. 

A Norwegian Miss ionary Society sta mp of Ma da­
gascar , produced at its press there in 1897, was 
printed in E ngli sh. 

S.A. "Depart111entals" 
South Australi a's "D epartnrnntals" - w ith al1 

the ir mysteries - are one of the most intriguing 
issues produ ced in Australia. 

At the Fehruary meeting, Dr D . H. Pearce, of 
South Aust.ralin, came over to present a rema.rkable 
display of them , featurin g unique covers and 
extremely rare stamps. 
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Dr Pearce's address on th e origi n and history of 
the s tam ps was a model of what such an intro ­
duction shoul d he, l11cid , logical and interesting . 

His definition of "common" as related to the 
"D epartrnentals" w as "any stamp of which more 
than 8 0 copies are known to exist", and he said 
there w ere only six mnjor specialis ts in this issue 
in the world, two in Australia, two in Britain , and 
two in the United States. 

Dr Pearce said he believe d the number of stamps 
overpr inted w as less th an that calcu lated. "] believe 
tha t somethin g like 500 ,000 or 700 ,000 stamps 
wou1d be the correct quantity." 

He said he was inclined to helieve that th e s ize 
of the block of overprin ts applie d at one tim e 

could well he 60 ( 12 x 5). No mu ltiples larger 
th an h is own hl ock o f 18 w e re known. 

T his h lock ( 6 x 3) was of C.O. (Commissa ria t 
Office) J/ -, re d overprint, and wns accompan ied 
hy bl ocks of twelve and eight o f o the r issues. 

Tho stamps included a he au tifnl copy of the 6d 
large star rou letted, P.O., with two stops after P, 
nnd a piece with fi ve 1/-, a 2d, and n 6d , with 
P.S . ( Private Secre tary) in bl ack on the 6d onl y. 

The covers in cluded the only Police cover kn own , 
one of th e two L.T . (Land Titles), the only known 
M.H. ( Manager of Rai lways) cover, and one 
addressed to Disraeli. 

Dr Pearce h ad note d the earliest recorde d dates 
11ga inst each stamp fo r which a dote is known . 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
"The A ero Field" 

Wou ld any member of the R oyal Phila­
telic Society of Victoria havi ng copies of 
The A ero Field w hic h he has not returned 
to th e library please co ntact the lib rarian , 
Dr G . N. Kell ow? 

Unique and Useful 
Admi ra tion must go to Chile Filat elico 

for an imaginative and beauriful cover. 
This is a r eproductio n of all t he issues 

cif C hil e's first type, the Pe rkins, Bacon­
cngraved Colon, in full colour. 

The Lond on and Sa nti ago printing' ane 
id entified with th eir dates, and the Santiago 
1854 prinrin1gs to the ind i1·idual printe rs with 
rhe months of issue. 

Th e sta1nps arc on a w hite ground, w ith 
a sil ver surround which bears the titles of 
the major articles and the date of rhc issue 
in orange ink . 

Three Ross S111ith Covers 
TVent to New Zealand 

Th.e offic ial li st of addresses of rhc Ross 
Smith England-Austra lia air mail, published 
in J\!lr Nelson Eustis's The Ross Smith Air 
Stamp show that three letters had N ew 
Zealand add resses. T hey wei-c, w ith the 
offi c ia l numbers: 
294 Miss E. M . H all , "G lenrny", 

Ca nterbury, N.Z. 
302 Mrs C. 1-1 . T. Stern dale, "Tid eswc ll'', 

Timaru, N.Z. 
33 1 Frank E. Amodee, 22 Ardmore Road, 

Ponsonhy, Auckland , N.Z. 

London 1980 Exbibit Rules 
Regulations for exhibi t> in Lo11do11 /9SO 

arc not without interest. 
They state that no exhibit mounted on 

blac k pages wi ll be accepted. 
"The u;c of transparent slip- in mounts is 

to he stro ngly discouraged and the organ is­
ing comm ittee take no respo nsibi lity for 
displ accmcrnt or toss of i1oems from exhibits 
mounted in this manner." 

Each page must be in a c lose-fitting 
light\\' eight transparent protective envelope, 
whic h must not exceed t he page by mo1 c 
than I cm all round . 

Tbe Story Behind tin Stamp 
Remember the vVor ld \Var II so ng h:t, 

A Nightinga le Sang in Berke ley Sq uare? 
A Melbourne pilot-phil atelist cla ims on 

t he ev idence of the address o n a cover in 
his collection that the bird was off-course 
and was ca ll ing for bea rings. H e says the 
hi rd had arri ved at Berkeley Sq uare W I, 
when his destin atio n was N ightingale Sq uare 
S\Vl2! 



GENEVA 

26th April 

TASMANIA - Fine 1854 1d and 4d , Chalon Head proofs with spectacular 
6d and 1 /-; 1 d pelure in mint strip of three, manuscript cancellations, 
bisects and a remarkable range of roulettes and various perts. 

VICTORIA - Early covers and many with international rate markings, 
instructional handstamps and postage dues ; strong in studies of the 
middle and later issues. 

Illustrated catalogues by air mail A$4.00 each 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 

Robs on Lowe Ltd 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y SJZ, ENGLAND 
Cables: " Stamps London SW1" Telex 915410 V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31 

PUBLIC STAMP AU CTION i 
Every month in our Auctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua New Guinea 

and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
(inc. Prices Realised) to December 1980, $14.00 

Overseas rates on application 

iC Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this aClvertisement iC 

P. J. DOWNIE 
242 SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 

Phone: 663 4911. Telegrams & Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne. Telex AA 37272 

(iii) 



NEW ZEALAND 
BUYING & SELLING 

COLLECTIONS 

WANTED 

$500 to $50,000 

SPOT CASH 

SEE US ... 

A.S.A. ST AMPS Pty Ltd 
140 RUNDLE MALL 

ADELAIDE 5000 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

.f/J hilalelq lr~m 
{J.uslralia 

Cumulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 20 volumes. 

Two thousand quick easy refer­
ences to material published in 
P. from A. make these a "must" 

for every serions collector. 
$2.00 each 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001 

( 6 Avoca Street . South Yarra 3 141 ) 

THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. R. BUTLER, RDP, FRPSL 

Crown Quarto (9~ in x 7~ in) with 188 pages, 4 plates in full colour and 
over 100 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book inc'udes numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first time details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, comprehensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an estimate of its relative rarity. 

Bound in buckram, stamped in gold with four-co1our book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should be sent to: 

The Secretary 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 
41 Devonshire Place, London WIN lPE 

( iv) 



RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 

* Australasia's Largest Stamp 
Auction Gallery 

* Over Two Million Dollars of material 
offered annua lly 

* Unparalleled service and 
confidential advice for co llectors 
and investors 

A complimentary copy of our curren t 
auction catal ogue is avai lable on mention 
of thi s advertisement. 

RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLER I Es 351 Coll ins Street Melbourne 3000 Austra lia 

Phone l03J 62 5271 

M EMBER Aus1ralas1an Stamp Dealers Assoc1a 11on American Stamp Dealers Assoc1a 11on Inc , 
Ph1latel1c Traders Soc1e1y Ltd 

(v ) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatello Society of Victoria, which wu founded In 189.11, and which In 1946 
had the privilege conferred upon ft of the UN of the prellx "ROYAL", is a Society 
to which you, a1 a collector, should belong. Among ill many advantages are: 

• SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR- -tr QUARTZ LAMP & MICRO-
GAN: Phllat1ly from A1111ralla 11 SCOPE and a Reference Forgery 
posted free to all members. Collection are available. 

ii MEETINGS held on the third 
and fifth Thursday of the month 
at 7.45 pm In it1 own premise1, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne 3141. 

• EXCHANGE BOOl'.S circulate 
regularly within Australia to in­
terested members. 

• THE SALES BRANCH en­
ables members to buy and sell 
stamps not con1idered suitable by the vendor 
for exchange oheeta. Postal bldl accepted from 
members for any Item. 

ii COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY fa open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other 
night monthly or by arrangement with the 
Librarian. Also 12.SO on ftnt Wednesdays. 

ii CURRENT FILES of the leading oveneu 
philatelic journals printed in English are 
available on tbe tables at the Society'• rooms. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

ii MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Ithu 
always been Society policy to ob­
tain the best available collectlona 
for display at Society monthly 
meetings. Lectures and dlscus-
1ion1 by leading phllatelistl en­
able memben to Improve their 
phllatello knowledge. 

ii PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society includes expertl on 

almost all branches of Philately, whose advice 
is always available. 

il THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee: 07.50; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolllan Members, '17.50; Country, Inter­
state and New Zealand, $12.00; Oveneas, 
Ull.50 (USA, $US16.00). 

il ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be 
directed to Mw MYRA FARLEY (Secretary), 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne SOOl. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

ii OFFICIAL ORGAN: PhUallly 
from Audralla ii available to mem­
bers at special 1ubacrlption rate. 

•MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meetl at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month First Floor Meeting 
Room, Pbila1 House, 17 Brisbane 
Street, Sydney. 

• EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
are entitled to receive the Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly 
within Australia. 
-tr LIBRARY: A library, comprising 1000 
volumes, is available for we of members by 
arrangement with the Librarian. 

•MONTHLY DISPLAYS1 Displays 
of Interesting collectlODI and pbila­
tello items are a feature of the 
monthly meetlngs of the Club. It la 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
members the best available displays, 
while lectures and dlacusslon1 help 
to further the philatelic knowledge 
of members. The advice of mem­
bers, experts in most branches of 
philately, ls alwaya available when 
requested. 

il THE CLUB'S FEES are: City memben: 
.6.00; Country members, $4.SO. 

il SUBSCRIPTIONS are due 1 July yearly. 
There la no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to -

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 



PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Campbell, H. M. 

QUEENSLAND CANCELLATIONS AND OTHER 
POSTAL MARKINGS, 1860-1913 - $20.00 

Ingles, Owen (Ed) - Part II - $20.00 

TASMANIA: THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTAL MARKINGS 

Chisholm, H. L. 
PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS I-X ( 1949-1958) - $2.00 
CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS XI-XX (1959-1968) - $2.00 

Holbeach, W. M. 
CUMULATIVE INDEX: 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA - $4.95 

Purves, J. R. W. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE LONG STAMPS OF 1902-1912 - $20.00 

EMBLEMS OF VICTORIA 1857-1863 - $8.95 
POSTAL HISTORY OF PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT - $8.50 

VICTORIA: BARRED NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 
1856-1912 - $12.50 

VICTORIA: THE BUTTERFLY AND BARRED 
OVAL CANCELLATIONS 1850-1855 - $5.00 
VICTORIA: THE POSTAGE DUES - $8.95 

VICTORIA: REGISTERED AND TOO LATE STAMPS 
1854-1858 - $12.50 

THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE (1977) - $1.50 

Please include postage on all orders 

Address all orders to 

MISS JOYCE BUCHANAN (Business Manager) 
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

BOX 2071, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


