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Philately from Australia 
SUBSCRIPT/ON RATES 

(a) From Australian and New Zealand residents: $7.50 per annum. 

(b) From overseas residents: £6 sterling for British Empire (except 
Canada) and US$12.00 for United States and Canada. 

Most back issues (Vols 1-X) are still available at $3.00 per copy; 
$2.50 per copy from Vol XI onwards (Australian); £2/£1.50 sterling 
(British Empire); and $3.50/$2.50 (United States and Canada). All 
prices include postage. 

Overseas residents are asked to make payment in Australian 
currency by bank draft on a Melbourne bank. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $60.00 $55.00 

Full Page $50.00 $45.00 

Half Page $30.00 $25.00 

Quarter Page $20.00 $17.50 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas are at the sterling 
equivalent of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 
the Business Manager, Box 2071, Melbourne 3001. 



Latest Phil ate/ ic Pub/ ications 
The Early Cook Islands Post Office, A. R. Burge 

The Airmails of New Guinea 1922-42, D. Hare 

Queensland Postal Stationery, P. Callas 

The Ross Smith Air Stamp, Nelson Eustis 

Victoria : The 5/-, 1867-1901 , and 1/-, 5/-, £1, £2, 
1901 -1912, J . R. W. Purves 

Victoria: Travelling Post Offices, 1865-1912, 
J . R. W. Purves 

Commonwealth of Australia: Postage Due Stamps 
R. P. Hyeronimus 

Postage extra - Prices recommended only 

T1iE HA WT HORN PRESS 
"Viewfield" Mount Macedon, Victoria . 3441. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

$10.00 

$7.50 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$10.00 

$20.00 

We have recently priced and put into stock a Gold Medal Collection 
of this most interesting country. Many fine covers, stamps, proofs, 
Postal Stationery and Coolgardie Cycle Express Stamps on Cover . 
Advise us of your particular interest and photostats will glad ly be sent. 

55 NEW BOND STREET, LONDON W1Y 9DG ENGLAND 

Telephone: 01-499 1781 /2 (24-hour answering service) 

(i) 



r:=== PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 
Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

CONFEDERATE STATES 
Civi l \Var Prisons and Their Covers, E. Antrim 1962 

OVERSEAS 

$10.00 0 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues, F. E. Patterson, III 1965 $10.00 O 
Corrientes, The Issues of 1856-59, L. Stich 1957 $2.00 O 
French Colonies, The General Issues, H . G. Stone 1961 $2.00 O 
French Morocco: the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, C. Neidorf $1.50 O 
Honduras, T he Black Airmail , I. I. Green 1962 $1.00 O 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, Korea Stamp Society $10.00 O 
Manchoukuo, L-1. K. Zirkle 1964 $10.00 O 
The Postage Stamps of Nepal, L-1 . D. S. Haverbeck 1962 $10.00 O 
The New Hebrides, Postal Stamps & T heir History, N. Hals & P. Callas 1968 $10.00 O 
New Zealand, 1898-1900, Gt. Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, 

]. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and 1-1. M. Goodkind 1969 $5.00 O 
A Postal History of Spain, T. Van Dam 1973 $12 .00 O 

COLLECTORS CLUB 
The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulati ve Index to Volumes I ro 50, 

1922-1971, E. C. Wilkens and John D. Dowd 1972 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 

ll l0.00 0 

"We Pay More - Why Sell For Less?" 
WE HAVE 

Been trading for forty years. 
Estab lished a reputation for fair trading . 

WE NEED 
More material. 
Collections - Good Accumu lations - Single Rarit ies. 

WE ARE 
Jealous of our reputation . It Is your guarantee of a fair deal. 

Telephone: 63 6751 

Contact us before you se ll - it will pay you! 

Max Stern & Co. 
PORT PHILLIP ARCADE, Off 234 Flinders Street, MELBOURNE 3000 

ALL MAIL TO: GPO BOX 997H, MELBOURNE 3001 
Member A.S.D.A. MelbournA A.S.D.A. New York P.T.S. London 
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Mr. H. M. CAMPBELL, R. D. P. SIGNS 
THE ROLL 

Mr. Campbell signs the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, watched by Mr. Leon V. Rapkin , secretary to 
the Board of Election , and Mr. Campbell 's sponsor, Mr. R . D. Butler. Seated are Mr. Alan K. Bosworth , 
chairman of the British Philatelic Federation Council, and Mrs . Kay Goodman. chairman of Congress. 

Mr. H. M . Campbell, of Melbourne, signed the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists at 
a ceremony in the cloisters of a court of Trinity College, Cambridge, on 23 August. 

Mr. Campbell, who was elected to the Roll in 1969 had been unable to visit Britain 
at the time previous ceremonies were held . 
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The ceremony was on the final day of the British Phil atelic Federation Congress, on 
a fine, cold, day, and was held in the court because the hall was being prepared for the 
Congress banquet that evening. 

Mr. Campbell was followed by th e five new R.D.Ps. who were elected to sign the 
Roll this year - Stig Andersen (Denmark), Tevfik Kuyas (Turkey), Dr. Kenneth 
Pennycuick (Britain), Gary S. Ryan (Britain), and Arthur Salm (USA). 

Mrs. Kay Goodman, chairman of Congress, presided, and each signatory was 
sponsored by an R.D.P. 

Mr. Campbell was sponsored by Mr. R. D. Butler, pres ident of The Royal 
Philatelic Society, London , who spoke of Mr. Campbell 's phil atelic achievements. 

Mr. Campbell then signed the vellum roll usi ng a new pen. He signed on an earlier 
sheet of the roll, in the space reserved for him . 

After signing, Mr . Campbell shook hands with Congress officials and with all the 
R.D.Ps. present, who lined up at right-a ngles to the table bearing the roll, headed by 
the most senior R.D.P. present. 

Next, he was escorted to the place he wou ld have occupied had he signed the Roll 
when elected. 

All the new signatories signed after him, in alphabetical order, the ceremoni al being 
repeated. 

Mrs. Goodman presented each R.D.P. with a silver medallion as a member of 
Congress . Mr. Campbell 's bore the date 1969. 

It may have been the first time the Roll has been signed at an outdoor ceremony. 

Unhappy Sequel 

Mr. Campbell made a European tour on hi s way home, visiting Bullund on Jutland . 
There he handed in a suitcase containing the medallion to Denair to go with him to 

Copenhagen and then be transferred to his Iraqi Airlines aircraft for the flight to 
Athens. 

When he arrived at Athens the case did not appear. 
To date, it has not been found but inquiries are continuing. 

ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
EXPERT COMMITTEE CERTIFICATES 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria Expert Committee wishes to notify all 
those seeking certificates that their applications must be on the official form . 

This states that a ll submissions must be at the owner's risk. 
The minimum fee for consideration is $17.50 for members of the society and $20 

for non-members. 
The committee gives opinions only and does not value or identify stamps. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Community Service Award to Mr. C. G. Skewes 

Mr. C. G. Skewes, 83, and a prominent and 
lively member of the Royal Phil atelic Society of 
Victoria recently received a Victoria Council of 
Social Service Community Service Award for the 
work of his Toe H. team in making and installing 
Emergency Alarm Systems. 

The alarms are made by a group of retired men 
who include a former Commonwea lth Director of 
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Navigation, two bank ers, two engineers, a 
teacher, a welder, and a jeweller. 

The appliances are attached to bedheads of 
people living alone, or, where the person is liable 
to fa ll and be un able to ri se, to a skirting board . 
They actuate a fl ashing red light in a window 
where a neighbour can see it and ring the local 
police. 

To date, more than 8000 alarms have been 
installed . 



~he ~rail 

Conducted hy HILL EUSTACE 

Australia Aerogramme 
It was eno ugh to break yo ur heart. There was I standing at the G.P.O. counter 

whilst two of the staff discussed what they were going to do about an aerogramme 
form which a customer had brought back complaining that there was no stamp 
imprinted on it. Unfortunately, he had written and addressed it. Otherwise there 
would have been a very wi lling vo lunteer to help them overcome their difficulty! 

Australia - 2 cent Bird Definitive 
As would have been expected from the huge requirement for this denomination 

when the postage rate was increased from 20 to 22 cents, there are variations to be 
found. 

At first I noticed that some sheets had the number in the selvedge level with Row 6 
and others were numbered between rows 5 and 6 with most of the number falling in 
Row 5. However, apart from a very minor difference in shade, both lots appeared 
similar with a creamy paper and dull back. 

A couple of months ago, having some redundant 20 cent stamps to dispose of, I 
bought a sheet of2 cent stamps at the G.P.O. counter -(Its wonderfu l what you can 
find at the G.P.O.) - and it was immediately obvious that although the sheets were 
numbered in Row 6, the paper was now white - something which was readily 
apparent from both front and back without any need to resort to an ultra-violet lamp. 

A ustra/ia - 5 cent Bird Definitive 
Recently I had occasion to buy some of these stamps at the G.P.O. for "make up" 

postage and put them under my U /V lamp to see whether anything interesting had 
happened . Sure enough, the numbering box had been shifted down a few millimetres 
to be squarely opposite Row 6 - not in itself of any significance - and the 
background to the stamps was a less definite tone of orange but the U /Y reaction on 
the face was totally different - much brighter - and on turning the sheets over in 
daylight I saw that the backs, former ly cream, were now white. 

Nauru - 20 cent Christmas 1980 
When the English version of their stamp was issued I noticed that the quotation 

appeared to be shown incorrectly as "Glory to God . .. goodwi ll towards men" 
instead of "toward" and telephoned Nauru House to enquire whether there was any 
truth in the rumour (newly invented) that the stamp was to be withdrawn, corrected 
and re-issued. After some frantic "buck passing" and two letters I received a reply 
today from The Phil1:1telic Officer at Nauru with the bold statement that "there is no 
intention of withdrawing the 1980 series of Christmas stamps as issued ." 

And so the season has ro lled round once more for me to wish my readers a Merry 
Christmas and a Philatelically Satisfying 1981. 
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~~l~~~ll~~~~lllfk.~111~~ 
Z9he C0ther Side of the Ticture 
~~11~111~~~~111~~111~~ 

By G. T. WHITE, F.R.P.S.L . 

.. 

AN EARLY FIJI TIMES COVER TO MELBOURNE. 

One of the advantages to writing this column is that sometimes I see or hear of 
philatelic material of a most unusual and exciting nature. This cover is a case. It is 
addressed to a Miss Dods of Brunswick, a suburb of Melbourne. Miss Dods was one 
of the founders of Holeproof, manufacturers of underwear, stockings, and similar 
goods . 

The cover has the 3d. and 6d . of the first issue printed by the Fiji Times. (SG 2 and 
3), pen-cancelled because no datestamps were avai lable. In fact it was the usual 
method of cancelling the stamps, although one area, Bua, used an eight-pointed star. 
On the top left-hand portion of the cover is a small marking apparently indicating the 
district from which it was posted. 

It appears to be a battered or perished rubber stamp, REW A, in a single-line 
rectangular border. 

Robson Lowe's Encyclopaedia states: "Originally the stamps were produced for 
local use only, but it would appear that later arrangements were made by which they 
were accepted in N.Z. and certain Australian Colonies." 

This cover,' interestingly, may clear up this misconception and it also illustrates 
why the 'NSW' canceller in three concentric ovals is known on these stamps . 

My view is that these stamps paid the 'private' ship rate to Sydney (part of the Fiji 
Times Express service, which also included delivery of mail to N .Z . ports.) 

Upon reaching Sydney the letter was posted in the normal manner with the 3d. 
N .S. W. stamp attached . The mail clerks then cancelled the Fiji stamps, C DE 31 1870 
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Sydney, the pen cancellation being deemed (wrongly) to be insufficient or improper 
cancellation . The N.S.W. stamp was cancelled normally and covered the postage to 
Victoria. 

The cover is backstamped with transit and arrival datestamps Melbourne code 2A, 
of 3.1.1871. and Brunswick, also dated 3.1.7 L. 

I understand that this cover will be auctioned at the Society's sale on 28 February 
1981. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA AND WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Small scratches on Perkins. Bacon Steel Plates 

When I took this column over after the death of Mr Purves I knew there would 
come a time when something entirely new would be thrown at me. This has occurred a 
couple of times and the following is an example. It is drawn from notes from Mr Peter 
Jaffe, F.R P.S.L. 

He has a South Australian 6d . SG 106 dated 21 April 1876, and writes: "Besides 
the marginal plate line (imperforate at left) which extends beyond the height of the 
stamp, there is a 4mm colour line, roughly mid-way between the stamp and the plate 
line, starting mid-way between this stamp and its neighbour below and running to 11 
o'clock ." 

I would value any assistance in positioning the stamp and identifying the Perkins, 
Bacon Plate (Plate II?), either from plate proofs or otherwise. The Marginal 
watermark lines appear to be unbroken by letters of "postage". 

It may be that the 11 o'clock line is not accidental, and may have helped the 
sideographer to roll in on the polished section of the plate. It might also serve to 
identify the plate, of which three existed. 

Philatelic opinion divides on the nature of scratch marks in the margins of Perkins, 
Bacon steel plates between those who rate these accidental and those who believe 
these were used to indicate to the sideographer the limits of the polished surface 
prepared for rolling in . 

A similar mark has been noted on the right margin of the St. Vincent, 5/- of 1880, 
outside 5 of 20. It would be helpful to know the position of the South Australian mark 
and to know if anything similar occurs on the other plates or va lues. 

Western Australia has a possible similar example. 
The one penny plate of 240 has been studied in detail, but no simi lar work has been 

published on the other plates . On the 4d . printed from the Perkins, Bacon plates a 
prominent dark flaw, a 'butterfly' to west of swan's beak is now recorded in the hope 
that it can be positioned in the plate of 120 stamps. There is also a dot in top of centre 
of 'W' of Western, of the type which assisted in analyses of St. Lucia, St. Vincent and 
Cape of Good Hope plates. 

Although it is tempting to speculate about corrosion of the Western Australian 
plates while on two long sea voyages, it seems more lik ely that this damage, like the 
gash on neck on Turks Island Id ., arises from a metal fragment being attached to the 
roller for one or more impressions . 

This W.A . fault may occur on SG. 26, 27, 31, 38 and 46; it certain ly occurs from 
SG 56, 74, 78, 85 and 97. 

TASMANIA 
2d. watermark 2. Printed twice SG I 39a. 

Further to earlier articles ( P. from A. Sept 54, p . 79; Dec 54, p . 116; Mar. 55, p. 15) 
where it records two copies which appear to be from different sheets because of the 
marked difference in the positioning of the 'lighter printing' Peter Jaffe has shown me 
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another copy which shows the lighter impression about 4mm below and 2mm to the 
left of the heavy or fina l impression . 

We both think that the first impress ion was made on at least three sheets with 
unsatisfactory ink ; this being so, a new batch of ink deeper and a different shade, 
probably more suitable to surface printing, was used and these un satisfa ctory sheets 
were used because every sheet had to be accounted for . 

A similar but perhaps more certain case occurs with the Swedish 20 Ore of 1876 
when a pale shade issued in 1875 was actua lly printed again in a deeper co lour. 

[(Mr Purves also published an article on Tasmania's Double Prints (P . from A ., 
Dec. 1975, p. 89) .] 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Trans- Tasman Double 

Mr. Ray Chapm an, M .B.E. of Melbourne, this 
year achieved a Trans-Tasman double, winning 
the Grand Award at both ZEAPEX, Auckland, 
and SYDPEX, Sydney. 

In both cases, the award was the gift of the 
nati onal pos t office. 

Both were for Mr . Chapm an's entry of 
Austral ian Commonwealth . 

The New Zealand Post Office awa rd was an 
antique pillar-box in antique sil ver, mounted on 
New Zealand 's Greenstone, with a base of Rimu, 
a nati ve wood. 

Australia Post's tro phy was a gold plaque with 
an enlarged 5/- Sydney Harbour Bridge stamp 
engraved on it. 

ZEAP EX was the first occasion on which an 
Australian Commonwealth collection had won 
the championship at an international exhibition. 

It was the fi rst time he had entered in an 
exhibition. 

A Tale of Two Companies 

On that historic day May 6, this yea r, Robson 
Lowe, Ltd ., celebrated its 60th Anni ve rsary. 

Looking back, Mr Robson Lowe reca lled that 
when the fi rm was blow n out of Regent Street 
during the " Bli tz," he moved to Pall Mall. 

Al ong came the Westminster Co uncil and told 
him that aucti oneers were not all owed in Pall 
Mall. 

So he appealed and "appeared before some 
Court" where he pointed out that James Christi e, 
founder of Christie's, started as an auctionee r in 
Pall Mall in 1766. 

He won. 
Robson Lowe held its Diamond Jubilee auction 

at Christie's. 
For the pas t 40 years the two firm s have 

worked together intern ationally and, since they 
have been ava il able, Robson Lowe members have 
steadily bought Chris tie shares. 

Now Christi e's have bought the shares in the 
Robson Lowe Group. 

But Mr Robson Lowe is chairman of Robson 
Lowe and a director of Christie's . 
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Woomera - Th e Power of A Postmark 
Here is an item from S till in the Bush. one of 

the five books written by the famous Australian 
explorer, surveyor and desert roadm aker, Len 
Beadell , who has been the subject of a BBC 
profil e. 

Beadell did all the surveying to fix the si te of 
the Woomera Rocket Range. 

" For a long time I had been trying to think of 
an appropria te name fo r this project to use on 
plans and communications, instead of vaguely 
referring to a rocket range site in Australia, but 
I'd constantly rejected my ideas beca use of their 
clumsiness or unsuitability," he writes. 

" It had to be short and easy to pronounce; 
preferably one word to save time and space in the 
co untl ess report s, and at th e sa me ti me 
synonymous with the purpose of the project. So it 
was that with a visit by General Evetts and Major 
Wynne-Williams a name came to light. 

" Being polite English gentlemen they had 
acquired a glossary of Aboriginal words and their 
equivalent meanings, and they indicated th at it 
would be a nice gesture to think in these terms, as 
the Abori gines were the first inhabitants of the 
country, after all. 

" Running their fin gers down the pages the 
word "spear launcher" stood out, stimulating 
their imagin ati on. 

"An excited exclamation fo ll owed, " By Jove! 
These Aborigines are launching spears and we are 
about to be launching rockets. 

" I say, but wouldn 't it be polite to refer to this 
place by the name of their apparatus fo r a similar 
fun ction, and christen it 'Woomera' fo r the time 
being? 

" It was instantly agreed that the Aborigi nes 
would certainly be pleased with the choice, and so, 
temporaril y, it began to appear on signals and 
maps until a permanent name could be fo und . 

"The fac t that th ere were no Aborigi nes to be 
seen didn ' t make any difference. 

"The name was certain to become a reality 
after the postal department cast a metal stamp 
using the word as a postmark , beca use they are 
expensive and they didn't want to waste this firs t 
one." 



NOTES ON VICTORIAN RARITIES 
By G. N. KELLOW 

1.- 2d. HALF-LENGTH, FOURTH PRINTING, VARIETY, VOID CORNER 

This is a spectacular variety which has been described in detail by Mr. A. J. Sefi 
(Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, August 1928, pp. 164-165), and later by Mr. J . R . 
W. Purves in The Half-lengths of Victoria (Royal Philatelic Society, London , 1953, 
p. 66). 

The flaw consists of a triangular void area in the south-east corner, causing 
omission of the corner square and T of TWO, and according to Mr. Purves was the 
result of incomplete retouching of an extensively damaged unit (no . 11 in the transfer 
group). Mr. Purves considered the flaw may only have been there in the later part of 
the printing, and I am not sure whether it occurs in one or more shades. If it had been 
present throughout the entire printing, of an estimated 36,000, there would be 300 
copies of this stamp printed, and this number is not inconsistent with the probable 
quantity which has survived. 

Discovery of the stamp has been credited to Henry Harvey, who owned the copy 
described by Sefi, but the variety had been previously described by Mr. M . H . 
Horsley, who apparently had an example (London Philatelist , April 1918, pp . 84-85). 
It is the rarest Half-Length stamp listed in the Stanley Gibbons catalogue. The 
quantity known I have seen variously stated as three, five and less than six. I have 
records of four, and have seen photographs of three of them . None is in first-c lass 
condition, but this is not unusual with this printing due to the closeness of the setting. 

I. Harvey copy. This stamp has had the void area cut-to-shape, and is cut into at 
top. It is cancelled with a Barred Oval, but the number is illegible. It was sold at the 
London auction of the Harvey collection in 1976 (Robson Lowe, Sales 4062-3, Lot 
259). 

2. A copy sold at auction in Melbourne in 1970 (Robson Lowe, Sale 3, Lot 178). 
This stamp is cut into at various places, but the void area is complete. It is cancelled 
by Barred Oval I (Melbourne). 

3 and 4. There are two copies in the J . R. W. Purves collection. (Mipex Exhibition 
Catalogue 1963 p. 24). The first of these he found early in 1953 (Half-Lengths, p. 66), 
and the second is almost certainly the original Horsley copy. The Horsley collection 
was acquired intact by Mr. Alfred H. Caspary, but the void corner variety did not 
appear in the Caspary auction . I have a photo of one of the Purves copies (I don't 
know which) that is probably the best example of the variety known . The void area is 
clear, the stamp being cancelled by a central Butterfly 1 (Melbourne). 

Mr. J. R. W. PURVES IN A.P.S. HALL OF FAME 

The American Philatelic Society has appointed Mr. J. R . W . Purves to its 
Philatelic Hall of Fame. 
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THE VICTORIAN CHARITIES OF 1897 

By HELEN SERJEANT WHITE 

The Hospital Stamps issued by Victoria, in October, 1897, are proof that there is 
nothing new in a quick sell out. 

Earlier in that year, at the suggestion of the State Governor (the Rt. Hon H. R. 
Brand, Viscount Hampden), New South Wales iss ued two stamps with the postal 
value of Id. and 2V2d, but selling at 1/- and 2/6 respectively . Forty thousand of the Id 
stamp were issued, and 10,000 of the 21/2d. The difference between the cost and the 
postal value was donated to the Consumptive Homes. 

Inspired by the success of the New South Wales venture, Mr. F. R. Godfrey, a 
member of the Philatelic Society of Victoria, suggested that Victoria follow the 
example of New South Wales . In spite of the opposition of the society, the 
Government adopted his proposal. 

The stamps were designed by another member, Mr M. Tannen berg, a well -known 
designer of early Australian and New Zealand stamps. The steel dies were engraved 
by Mr H. Mitchelhill, and supplied by Sands and McDougall to the Government 
Printing Office. 

Jt is said that a large number of designs had been submitted. 
According to the Australian Philatelist of 25 September, 1897, appli cation for the 

2 l/2d stamp had already exceeded the intended quantity of I 0,000; so the Postal 
Department decided to fulfil the small orders, and divide the remainder among those 
who asked for large numbers. 

It is said that one applicant wanted 500 pounds' worth. Needless to say he did not 
get them. 

The 40,000 penny stamps were comparatively in lesser demand . 
The same issue of the Australian Philatelist quotes a paragraph from the 

Melbourne Argus (unfortunely not dated), saying that the stamps were to be issued in 
a fortnight and that already orders had exceeded the number to be printed . 

The October issue of the Australian Philatelist . after stating that the issue was 
about to be made, said all the 21/2d stamps had been allotted, and no further 
applications would be received .... The Postal Department decided not to supply 
trade orders to the detriment of private collectors. It was almost certain that no one 
would be allotted more than one-pound's worth of the 2/6d stamps. 

At the time this was written, more than half the 1/- stamps had been applied for, 
and when they were all taken the charities to receive the proceeds wou ld be decided . 

It is of interest that neither the N.S.W. nor Victorian charities were included in the 
New Issue columns of the Australian Philatelist. The Editor gave as the reaso n that 
they were not "necessary postal items" . 

What the Australian Philatelist did not tell us was that the Post Office issued a 
special printed form to accompany the return of the balance of money sent. 

The example illustrated, dated 18 October 1897, may be the only surviving one of 
its kind . 

Mr. Frank Major, a member of the (Royal) Philatelic Society of Victoria sought 
two-pound's worth - 10 21/2d and 15 Id. He received the 15 Id but only six 21/2d. 

[Mr. Major's son, the late Dr. James Major, also became a member of the 
society.] 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE COLOUR 
ERROR 10/- THICK POSTAGE IN 

PALE GREY-OLIVE 
By MOGENS JUHL, F.R.P.S.L . 

In 1974 my late friend Mr J . R. W. Purves on one of his frequent stays with me in 
Sydney spotted in my modest accumulation of the 'Long' stamps of South Austra li a a 
hitherto unknown major Colour Error of 10/-Thick Postage (S.G. 29 1) in pale grey
olive in lieu of green. The copy is c.t.o . 26. 10.( 10). 

Subsequent inquiries among Australian States specialists revealed a similar mint 
copy in the collection of Mr. Slade-Slade. 

Mr Purves reported the discovery in P from A for June 1975 and in 1978 the article 
was reprinted in his book, South A ustra/ia: The 'Long' Stamps of 1902-12 ( p. 43 ), 
with the addition that another (mint) copy had been reported by Mr. Malin in 
Adelaide. 

Mr Purves considered the colour to be identical with that used for the A-printing of 
the 3d value. This is supported by the fact that the colour error in ultra-violet light 
reacts as the 3d and not as the normal 10/- green. 

However, in the back of the mind of my learned friend lingered the question of 
whether the Colour Error was a regular issue and he mentioned the case of the 5d 
Postage Due wmk., Crown A of Victoria known only c.t.o. from presentation sets . 

It is sad that Mr Purves should not li ve to receive the report that, in May, I found in 
a small auctio n lot yet another copy in a slightly lighter shade showing undoubted 
postal use in Adelaide, 1909. I feel sure that it would have given him enormous 
pleasure to have his discovery fully proved, as it is perhaps the greatest find of a major 
error in the States area during the 1970s. Although more copies are certain to turn up 
it is on a par with South Australia's own rarest variety, the 4d ultramarine (S .G. 69) 
and considerably rarer than Western Australi a's famous Colour Error 2d mauve 
(S.G. 65) . 

By a strange coincidence it was exactly a year after his death that I was able to 
confirm what was one of his great finds. One collector has asked why it had not been 
found many years ago. 

I think it is because very few collectors ever see the I 0 /- value and therefore have 
not the opportunity to compare the colour com bined with the fact that the I 0 or so 
great co llectors of the past have not stumbled across a copy until Mr Purves in 1974. I 
certainly had not given it a thought as it was the on ly one I owned at the time -
although I had been a bit surprised to see that S.G . ca lled it green. 

TASMANIA: TWO MORE BOURNBANK 
HANDSTAMPS 
By W. E. TINSLEY,F.R.P.S.L. 

Mr L. C. Viney reported the private handstamp BOU RNBANK/Parish 
of /Wellington/ 1865 in Philately from A ustra/ia, (September 1979, p. 69), and 
described three examples on entires . 
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Two more examples have now been seen. 
Item 4 is Jot 2304 in the Robson Lowe Geneva sale of the Sebastian Earl collection 

of 25 Apri l 1980. 
This cover bears a strip of four and a pair of Id Chalons cancelled by the Second 

Allocation numeral 63, of New Norfolk, and the N NORFOLK /30.8.69 straight line 
townmark . 

The name MOLESWORTH JEFFERY with double lines above and below and the 
address County of KENT, / ENGLAND are printed on the envelope, with the remainder 
of the address in manuscript. 

Item 5, in my collection, bears a block of four and a pair of Id sidefate cancelled 
63 , and the NEW NORFOLK eds 4 SE 4/1875 . 

Both covers are addressed to Southborough, near Tunbridge Well s, County of 
Kent, England, but item 5 is entirely in manuscript , including the Molesworth Jeffery 
between double lines in the lower left corner. 

On both covers the handstamp is in the upper left corner and inclined at about 45 
degrees . The strike on the 1875 cover is nearly illegible and probably wou ld not have 
been identified without the aid of Mr Yiney's article. 

One suspects Mr Jeffery never cleaned his handstamp. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
R. P.S .L. Represented in Five States 

The Royal Philatelic Society, London, has 
appoi nted Dr. D. Pocock its special representative 
in Western Australia. 

This appoi ntment brings its number of special 
representatives in Australi a to five. 

Representatives in the other States are: New 
So uth Wales, Mr. E. J . Garrard ; Victoria, Mr. J . 
Gartner; South Austra li a, Mr. H. McL. Melvi ll e
Smith; and Tasmania, Mr. L. C. Viney. 

Two Postmarks on Qantas' 1944 Indian Ocean 
Aerogrammes 

T wo postmarks were used on Qantas ' 
aerogram mes wi th the special red cachet for its 
non-stop W.A.-Ceylon air service of 1944. 

One was G.P.O. Sydney Ai r 4Pl1SE44 I. 
The oth er was G. P.O. Sydney R.C.S. 5 

Pl1 SE44 1. 

Manuscript Surcharge on I 1/2d K. G. V. 

A cover wi th a 1 \lid red King George V stamp 
wi th manuscript endorsement "Two Pence" was 
Lot 402 in Harmers' Syd ney sa le of 27 
November. 

The cover, ad dressed to Bri sbane, was 
ca ncelled with the Ipswich "Use the Air Mail " 
machine cancel of 1 September 1930 3 p.m . 

The upper part of the cover is illustrated in the 
catalogue. 

The Lord Howe Island Provisional is believed 
to have been issued early in August 1930. 

Lot 404 was a l 1/2d Red K.G. V on piece with 
the Lord Howe Island manuscript endorsemen t 
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extending beyond the boundaries of the sta mp on 
to the paper of the envelope. This indicates the 
enve lope was brought in for the addition of a V2d 
stamp whi ch was not avai lab le and th e 
end orsement made on the spot. 

Part of a Lord Howe Island postmark is to the 
left of the stamp but the date has been torn away. 
The stamp itself is uncancelled . 

Slide Shows 

Some years ago, a va lued American member of 
th e Roya l Phil atelic Society of Victoria sent out a 
slide-display of the United States 1847 issue, 
which was grea tly enjoyed, and regarded as a new 
and uplifting feature of the year's programme. 

Now Mr Alfred J . Branston of England , has 
visited America and in an article in Philately 
(Ju ly-A ugust 1980), says: 

"The Americans seem to enjoy having slide 
shows, i.e., evenings when onl y slides of stamps, 
covers, and like philatelic materia l are shown 
without the associa tion of the relevant sheets. At 
American slide shows, at least as I encountered 
them , questions were asked, discussions raised 
and prolonged at any relevant point whatsoever 
during th e shows. 

During the discussion, the picture on the screen 
is held thus affording immediate visual ass istance 
and the speaker can contribute or not just as he 
pleases. 

The ru le seems to be 'See a poi nt , ask a 
question , and discuss it while it is on the screen to 
see." 



DEATH OF MR A. H. MUNRO 
The death of Mr Alan Hamilton Munro has taken from the Royal Philatelic 

Society of Victoria one of its best-known members and one whose wide abilities made 
him typical of those men whom the society has been so fortunate in attracting. 

His tall, powerful, figure and outstanding personality will be greatly missed from 
its meetings. 

Alan Munro was educated at Scotch College, Perth, and at the University of 
Western Australia. 

He took a Bachelor of Arts degree and came to Melbourne where he furthered his 
engineering studies, graduating Master of Civil Engineering at Melbourne University. 

He was also a Fellow of the Institute of Engineers of Australia and an Associate of 
the Australian Society of Accountants. 

His first position was as an engineer with the Melbourne City Council and he 
supervised the installation of the first traffic lights in Melbourne. Later he planned the 
construction of what is now known as the New Footscray Road. 

In 1935 he was appointed City Engineer of Footscray and remained in that position 
until his retirement in 1969. 

He was prominent in a number of civic and cu ltural organisations, being the State 
President of the Y.M.C.A. from 1960 to 1963, a Council member of the Sir Colin 
McKenzie Sanctuary, Healesville, and a foundation member of the Footscray 
Historical Society. 

In addition he was an enthusiastic member of the Footscray Rotary Club, and a 
committeeman on the A.B.C. Symphony Orchestra Subscribers' Committee. 

During World War II he served with distinction with the R.A.A.F., enlisting as an 
Aircraftman and rising to the rank of Wing-Commander. He saw service both at 
home and overseas, his main task being the planning and construction of airstrips. 

Better known to philatelists for his collection of "missing colours", Alan Munro 
also had a fine collection of Papua, and New Guinea. In later years he concentrated 
on acquiring the rarer Commonwealth items of the King George V period. 

He was a keen student of the arts and sciences and his ready wit and sense of 
humour endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. He passed away on 9 
September, leaving his wife, Enid, and five sons, to whom the society and its members 
extend their sincere condolences. 

A.W .B. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
U.S. Expert Committees 

The Philatelic Foundation, 270 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N .Y., 10016, has announced 
that, although the American Philatelic Society 
Expertising Committee has suspended receiving 
items for consideration, the Philatelic Foundation 
has not. 

The chairman of the Expert Committee, Mr. 
Mortimer L. Neinken, says that because of the 
backlog, easier items are taking two to four 
months to process and complex items or those 
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requiring detailed study may be expected to need 
six months. 

Royal Philatelic Society of N.Z . has 400 
Members 

The Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand 
achieved a membership of 400 in the past year . 

Its annua l report says that 38 new members 
were elected during the year, of whom 14 were 
from overseas, bringing the total to 410. 

The previous year's membership was 393. 



VICTORIAN MILITARY FRANKS, 
1864-1902 

By P. COLLAS, M .B.E .. F.R .P.SL . 

This article is concerned with the several frank stamps which were introduced in 
1864, and subsequently, for use by military authorities in Victoria, both Imperial and 
local. 

It is not intended to examine the reasons which prompted the Victorian government 
to provide frank stamps, but it is desirable to note that impressions of them were 
intended to be applied only to official correspondence. 

Envelopes were required to be headed 'On Her Majesty's Service' or 'O.H.M.S.' 
and to have printed in the lower left corner the name of the appropriate department or 
authority. The frank impressions were to appear in the top right corners. Despite this, 
franked envelopes occasionally seen have had handwriting or rubberstamp markings 
in lieu of descriptive machine printing. 

Imperial Army 

Three frank stamps provided for use by Imperial Army units in Victoria were 
inscribed respectively COMMANDER OF H.M. LAND FORCES, CO MMISSARIAT STAFF 

and OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL ARTILLERY. A note in the Robson Lowe 
Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage Stamps, I 788- 1952, Vol. IV, indicates that 
these franks became available in 1864 and were in use for a short time only. A further 
note advised that they 'have not been seen by present-day Victorian collectors (p. 
261). 

As to this second contention, the late J. R. W . Purves recorded the discovery of two 
copies of the COMMANDER OF H.M . LAND FORCES frank. Dates of usage were not 
stated ( P. from A . March 1976, p. 7 and June 1976, p. 32). 

A fourth frank of the period , COMMANDER OF H.M. SEA FORCES, wi ll be detailed 
later, under a separate heading. 

One finds that two of the three Imperial army franks were listed in early editions of 
Gibbons' postal stationery catalogues. (Priced Catalogue of Envelopes and Wrappers. 
Post Cards and Letter Cards, 1897 and 1900 editions). There, the year of issue for 
franks generally was indicated as 1865. The Gibbons listing did not include the 
COMMISSARIAT STAFF frank and omitted OFFICER in the OFFICER COMMAND ING 

ROYAL ARTILLERY frank . In the Robson Lowe li sting it is found that LAND was 
omitted from the COMMANDER OF H.M. LAND FORCES frank . The two franks listed in 
the Gibbons catalogues were there unpriced in either entire or cut-out form . This was 
certainly indicative of scarcity, or rarity, at that time as almost all other Victorian 
franks then li sted were priced as cut-outs. Very few were priced in entire form. 

Today, as in earlier years, the three Imperial army franks must be regarded as very 
rare and the reason lies in the circumstances of the times. The first aspect is that when 
the frank stamp system became operative on 3 August 1864 there were no Imperia l 
troops in Victoria, the detachments of the 40th Regiment of the line, earlier stationed 
in the colony, having been transferred to New Zealand to become participants in the 
second Maori War. 

Because of this situation, the Imperial authorities filled the gap by transfer of a 
battery of the Royal Artillery from Sydney to Melbourne for two years, subsequently 
relieving it with another R.A. battery. The Royal Artillery therefore took the place of 
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elements of the 40th Regiment in Victoria for at least four years, probably 
commencing from late 1861 or early 1862. It was thus that the frank inscribed 
OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL ARTILLERY came to be provided in 1864. 

By December 1865, or early in 1866, the artillery unit had returned to Sydney and 
the 40th Regiment had been recalled to its original stations in Australia, with its 
normal complement in Victoria, including regimental headquarters in Melbourne. 
Following return to Britain later in 1866, the 40th Regiment was repl aced in Victoria 
by companies of other regiments. Imperial troops commenced to be withdrawn finally 
in August 1870 and by the end of that year none were stationed in Victoria . 

On this background, it appears clear that there was little or no need or usage of the 
CO MMANDER OF H.M. LAND FORCES or COMMISSARIAT STAFF frank stamps over 
1864 and 1865. However, a requirement would have arisen from about early 1866 to 
late 1870 and existing examples of these two franks must almost certainly belong to 
this final period. 

The OFFICER COMMANDING ROYAL ARTILLERY frank stamp would probably have 
been available for usage from August 1864 and would have ceased to have had 
relevance by December 1865 or early in 1866 when the Royal Artillery battery in 
Melbourne returned to Sydney. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the actual periods of possible usage of all three frank s 
were comparatively short. It is to be remarked that each of the frank stamps probably 
existed in very few copies and usage would have been carefully controlled. When one 
takes into account that most covers bearing the franked impressions would have 
carried addresses within the military system, it is not surprising that the su rvival rate 
would have been extraordinarily low. The available information indicates that blue 
was the required colour for all franks in the earlier years and the three franks noted 
here have been recorded, to this time, only in that colour. 

The Naval Frank 
This frank stamp was inscribed COMMANDER OF H.M . SEA FORCES. 

It was listed in the Gibbons catalogues earlier mentioned but was not priced in 
either entire or cut-out form . It is also contained in the Robson Lowe list. One learns 
from an official publication , An Outline of A ustra/ian Naval History, that British 
naval strength in Australian waters in 1859-60 was very small. A Royal Navy 
Australian Squadron, based in Sydney, had been formed in 1859 and over the next 
few years naval vessels were necessarily more active in New Zealand waters, because 
of the Maori War, and only at rare intervals did Royal Navy ships visit Port Phillip 
Bay. At the time the frank stamp became available, in 1864, there was not an 
Imperial commander of H.M . Sea Forces in Victoria and certainly not a Royal Navy 
shore station. One is inclined to believe that the frank was not intended primarily for 
Royal Navy usage but rather was to be identified with the fledgling Victorian Navy. 

The first vessel of the Victorian Navy, the armed sloop Victoria (580 tons and 8 
guns) had reached Port Phillip Bay in May 1856. It remained the only vessel of the 
Victorian fleet up to 1864 and its captain probably could have then been described as 
the Commander of H.M. Sea Forces. Because of the outbreak of the Maori War, 
H.M. V.S. Victoria came under the overriding control of the Commodore Royal Navy 
Australian Squadron in Sydney and was ordered to duties associated with the 
maintenance of British forces engaged in New Zealand . 

By 1864, when Victoria had returned from service to its home port at 
Williamstown, the vessel was declared unfit for further defensive purposes, this 
bringing to an end the first period of the Victorian Navy. It is possible that the frank 
stamp did have some usage, albeit limited, about 1864. 
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The Victorian Navy was re-established from I 868 with an old wooden line-of-battle 
ship Nelson to serve as a training ship . It became the flagship of the Royal Victorian 
Navy and remained in service until 1891. (One of its anchors is set up as a memorial 
on the seafront at Williamstown). 

A later acquisition was the turret ship H.M.V.S. Cerberus. which arrived in April 
I 871. Other vessels were subsequently added and in its heyday, in 1884, the 
permanent naval force comprised 161 officers and men , with a naval reserve totalling 
302. 

Because of the depression of the early I 890s, all naval progress came to a standstill . 
The warships were paid off and in I 896 the gunboats were sold. In the remaining years 
before Federation naval activity in Victoria did not revive. 

If the usage of the COMMANDER OF H.M . SEA FORC ES was continued after 1864, as 
might be expected, I have found no real evidence to this effect yet. The circumstances 
suggest that the amount of official correspondence would not have been heavy. 
Probably, only one or two copies of the frank stamp ever existed . Added to this , it 
would seem certain that this frank would have been replaced in 1884 by the more 
general THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE frank which, as will be explained later, also 
replaced the companion Victorian army frank of the day . 

One can therefore envisage the COMMANDER OF H.M . SEA FORCES frank as 
possibly having only a maximum period of usage from about 1868 to 1884. Like the 
Imperial army franks earlier described, it was listed, unpriced, in the Gibbons postal 
stationery catalogues, the colour then being given as blue. 

Franks of the Volunteer Period 

One of the recommendations of a Victorian Defence Committee, appointed by the 
colony's Legislative Council in January 1854, was that a local militia be organized . 

At this time, when considerable alarm was felt in the colonies at the possibility of 
an invasion of Australia by Russian forces, the recommendation was subsequently 
fully discussed in Parliament. 

Eventually, the militia idea was not pursued and , in lieu , the formation of a 
volunteer force was approved. The enabling Act, passed in November 1854, provided 
that this force should not exceed 2000 men. To meet the requirement, there were 
formed the Melbourne Volunteer Rifle Regiment, the Victorian Volunteer Yeomanry 
Corps, and, at Geelong, a Volunteer Rifle Corps. 

In 1859, consequent upon new recommendations to the government, the enrolment 
of additional volunteers was invited and 13 new rifle corps were formed, many of 
them in country areas . An Imperial staff officer was then appointed Colonel of 
Volunteers. By the end of 1863, the re-organized volunteer force totalled nearly 4000 
men. 

So far as can be ascertained, the first volunteer encampment at which a temporary 
post office was provided was at Sunbury in 1861. Reference to this was made, by Mr 
Purves in Victoria: the 'Barred Numeral' Cancellations, 1856-1912. 

The COLONEL COMMANDANT OF VOLUNTEERS frank stamp almost certainly came 
into being in I 864. In this, and the several previous years, members of volunteer units 
had been engaged in military tasks which would normally have been carried out by 
Imperial troops had they then been in Victoria . 

The frank was listed in the Gibbons postal stationery catalogues (with a non
existent hyphen between COLONEL and COMMANDANT) and was not priced. The 
colour was listed as blue. The frank had validity until 188 I when, because of a re
organization of the volunteer forces at the time, the style of the senior officer was 
changed. 
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It can be seen, therefore, that there would have been a nominal usage period of 17 
years . However, impressions are very scarce and it is probable that envelopes bearing 
the frank impression circulated predominatly between the headquarters and the 
various units of the volunteer force. 

An outcome of the re-organization was the appointment of a commandant of the 
local volunteer forces and the relevant frank stamp, inscribed COMMANDANT LOCAL 
FORCES was introduced late in I 881. The frank was described in the Gibbons 
catalogues as 'Commandant of Local Forces', although the actual inscription omitted 
'of. Rather remarkably, this frank was then priced at 5s., as a cut-out, unused . This 
was indeed quite a high price at that time. I am fortunate in possessing a clear 
impression, in black, of this frank on a cover with the printed heading 'On Her 
Majesty's Service' and additionally, printed in the lower left corner 'Capt. 
Commanding St. Kilda Artillery'. The cover bears the Prahran duplex 69 postmark 
of 2 May 1883. 

The frank must be regarded as a very scarce item. This becomes apparent when it is 
seen that the Victorian Parliament made provision for the disbandment of the whole 
volunteer force in 1884, and for a militia to be established in li eu . 

The Militia Frank 

The re-constitution of the local forces became important in the political arena in 
Victoria in 1881 and , as a consequence, a Department of Defence was formed and , for 
the first time, a Minister of Defence appointed . H e was charged with formu lating an 
acceptable militia scheme. This involved the bringing from England of a staff of 
competent officers, the appointment of a new commandant and the passage of new 
legislation. The new militia system, with some aspects of the vo lunteer force still 
retained, was introduced early in 1884. 

As a consequence, the COMMANDANT LOCAL FORCES frank stamp lapsed , as did 
the naval frank stamp, and in their stead came THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE frank 
stamp. 

Because of the widespread nature of the militia force, for which drill hall s and 
orderly rooms were built in many parts of the colony, the frank stamp was made in 
many copies so that not only was it in use at the headquarters of the Victorian 
Military Forces at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, but at local headquarters of units 
and sub-units in suburban and country areas . 

The Robson Lowe encyclopaedia notes that from 1888 envelopes with printed 
franks could be requisitioned (from the Government Printer) if desired . This course 
was followed in respect of THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE franks and, as far as can be 
seen, such printed franks were used only on envelopes originating at Victorian 
Military Forces headquarters. 

The earliest date seen associated with the printed frank is 23 Apri l 1896 a lthough, 
doubtless, earlier dates are to be found . A handicap is that some franked covers 
passed through the mails without receiving postmarks. 

As at 1March190 1, consequent upon Federation, the various State defence forces 
came under the control of the Commonwealth . Melbourne became the temporary 
federal capital and also the headquarters of the consolidated defence force . 

At that headquarters, and elsewhere in Victoria, usage of THE MINISTER OF 
DEFENCE frank stamps, both hand and machine, was continued. However, such 
usage, and that of all other Victorian frank stamps, ceased on 31 October 1902. (Full 
reasons are explained in The Early Federal Period 1901 to 1912-13 published by 
Australian Post Office). 
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Hand impressions seen of THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE frank, dating from about 
1884 or 1885, measure 32 1/2-33 mm diameter and are in blue or black . Machine 
impressions, which have a heavy border, measure 33-33 V2 mm in diameter and have 
been seen only in black. There are no marked differences in the presentation of the 
design in either form. Some slight variations are to be found in machine impressions 
and these may have resulted from minor touching of the original die. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
The 1913 Penny Kangaroo of Australia, by Major 

H. Dormer Legge, 44 pp. 21 x 30 cm. Published 
by Stanley Gibbons Publications, Ltd., 391 
Strand, London , WC2R OLX . Price, £3.50. 
Keen collectors of Australian kangaroo issues 

will have appreciated, years ago, Major Dormer 
Legge's book The Kangaroo Issues of Australian 
Stamps, which dealt with all the values and 
originated from a student who was President of 
the Australian Specialists' Society of Great 
Britain . On that occasion, Orio-Smith and Co., 
then of 244 Collins St., Melbourne, were the 
publishers. 

Today, the author is 90 years of age and has 
studied and collected Australian stamps since he 
was given some envelopes bea ring some during 
the first world war. 

Now he has produced a book of 46 pages in 
large format ( 11 Vi by 8 inches) dealing entirely 
with the one penny value. He uses many 
illustrations, relating to proofs, sheets, dies, 
imprints, plate varieties, postmarks, official 
perforations , booklets and coils. 

The work is undoubtedly the result of very 
careful research and should encourage those 
desiring to specia li se in this stamp which only had 
eighteen months' currency, but nevertheless 
produced many interesting varieties of diverse 
nature. 

The material illustrating postmarks covers ten 
large pages and could be used, of course, with 
other contemporary issues . Postal stationery is 
illustrated and the origin of the Specimen Sets 
(being the higher values of full Presentation Sets 
made available to the public for ten shillings!) is 
explained. 

Altogether, the book is a valuable addition to 
Philatelic science and it should receive the 
attention it merits. 

E. KEITH DITTERICH 

Indian Field Post Offices, 1903-04. The Aden
Yemin i Boundary Commission; The 
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Somali/and Field Force, by Robson Lowe. 12 
pp. 17 x 25 cm. Published by Robson Lowe, 
Ltd., 50 Pall Mall, London, SW IY 5JZ. Price, 
£1. 
Mr Lowe has been able to study the records of 

the Royal Hampshire Regiment , whose forces 
were divided over the two areas at this time, and 
has also the letters that two sergeants of the 
regiment, one in Dthali, and the other at Eil-Dab, 
Somaliland, wrote to the same addressee, Mr W. 
Street, Cove, Hants, between 1902 and 1904. 

One marvels again at the wide-ranging 
philatelic and postal history knowledge of the 
author, and the amount of detailed resea rch that 
must have been required to reveal the history of 
the covers involved and therefore the story they 
have to tell postal historians . 

This is emphasised by the two maps provided 
- The Foot-paths in the Aden Hinterland, and 
the Soma liland Campaign. But here is all the 
record, with something of the circum stances in 
which the sergeants were li vi ng, so far apart; and 
the assurance that we have yet to find so me of the 
details of the Somaliland F.P.O. Cancellations, 
all of which are rarities. 

Chinese Philatelic Magazine. No. I, 1980. 32 pp. 
i8 x 26 mm . Editor, Wan g Yongsheng . 
Published by China Phil atelic Magazi ne Press, 
27 Dong Chang An Jie, Beijing, China. 
This is the first number of the magaz ine, which 

will be published bi-monthly, and then monthly. 
The contents are all in Chinese but the colour 

reproductions of stamps are very good, and those 
of nower designs particularly fine. 

The magazine's contents are wide-ranging, 
coveri ng research on stamps issued in Chinese 
liberated a reas and those of earlier dynasties, 
stamp design , new .and forthcoming issues of 
Chinese stamps, and introductions to the stamps 
of various countries. Space will also be found for 
postal history . 



POST OFFICES OF NA VAL AND 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS IN 

VICTORIA, WORLD WAR I 

By DAVID WOOD AND P. COLLAS, FR .P.S.L. 

Quite a number of years has elapsed since that great postal historian , the late 
Captain Harry S. Porter, wrote The Postal History of the Australian Forces 1914-18. 

This was published in the London Philatelist , October and November 1954 and a 
supplementary article appeared in the same journal of June 1957. 

This study is sti ll regarded as the major reference work in the field by students and 
collectors although it is to be recognized that later work by other students, and 
published in various philatelic journals over the years, have shed additional light on 
some of the difficult areas, and have amplified others . 

In his work, Captain Porter gave considerable attention to the li sting of post offices 
at military camps in Australia over the World War I period, although, so far as the 
present short article is concerned, only the offices in Victoria are receiving attention . 

While Captain Porter was remarkably accurate in regard to the opening and 
closing dates of many of the offi ces, he was not so fortunate in regard to others . 
Again, there were three offices he did not note, although they warranted inclusion . 

The information contained in the subsequent li st is the result of careful and detailed 
examination of Postmaster-General 's Department records, most of these being held 
by Australi an Archives, Victorian Branch. Regrettably, it was not always possible to 
ascertain all the details sought. Overa ll , the list embraces post offices at armed 
services establishments in Victoria which are regarded as coming into being because 
of the outbreak and continuance of World War 1. 

It may be remarked that there were earlier post offices at military establishments, 
some at locations noted in the present list, but these are outside the am bit of the 
present article. It may be practicable, at a future time, when research currently in 
progress can be completed, to prepare an article descriptive of the offices which 
functioned over the volunteer, militia and citizen force periods up to the eve of World 
War I. 

P.O. DESIGNATION 

Altona Military Camp 

Ballarat Military Camp 
Bendigo Military Camp 

Broadmeadows Military Camp 
Castlemaine Military Camp 
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NOTES 

The name of this office is uncertain as it 
has also been referred to as Altona 
Training Camp P.O. opened : 1.9 .16; 
closed: 1.12. 16. 
P .0 . opened: 11 .8.15; closed: 4.12 .16. 
Initially an A.I.F. camp. P.O. opened: 
17.8. 15; closed 30.11 .16. Camp was 
then used over two periods for Citizen 
Force training. P.O. opened: 3.9.17; 
closed: 3.11 .17. P.O. opened: 6. 11 .18; 
closed: 26. 11 .18. 
P.O. opened: 17.8. 14; closed: 29 .3.19 . 
P.O. opened: 1.9.15; closed 1.12 .16. 
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Caulfield Military Hospital 

Flemington Military Camp 
Flinders Naval Base 

Geelong Military Camp 

Langwarrin Military Depot 

McLeod Military Camp 

Maribyrnong Military Camp 
Military Hospital 

Royal Park Military Camp 
Seymour Military Camp 

Showgrounds Military Camp 

Warragul Military Camp 
Warrnambool Milita ry Ca mp 
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P.O. opened: 2.12. 16, continuing into 
post-wa r years. Name was changed on 
I. 7 .33 to Repatriation General Hospital 
Caulfield P.O. 
P.O. open~d : 26.7. 15; cl osed: 23. 6. 16. 
The first office on thi s site was a 
Receiving Office whi ch opened 2 .12. 12. 
This was upgraded to a P.O. on 1.7.13. 
On 16 .6. 14 it was redu ced to a 
Receivin g Office aga in and not until 
later in 1914 - the exact date is 
unkn own - was it aga in raised to P.O. 
status. It was continued into the post
wa r yea rs, becoming Flinders Naval 
Depot P.O. on 1.9.25. The offi ce was 
not li sted by Porter. 
Initially an A. I. F. camp. Subsequently 
used for Citizen Force t ra ining. P.O. 
opened: 11.8. 15; closed: 26. 11 . 16. 
Opened: 10.11.1 7; closed 17. 11.1 7. 
Thi s was a perm a ne nt m ilit ary 
establishment. A receiving Office was 
opened 20. 1.1 5; closed: 1.8.16. P.O. 
opened: 1.8. 16; closed: -.5.21. 
Thi s had ea rli er bee n kn ow n as 
Stra thall en Military Camp but did not 
have a P.O. under th at name. It beca me 
McLeod Military Camp on 19.4.16. 
P.O. opened: 3.4 .18; cl osed 1.5.20. 
P.O. opened: 17. 1.1 6; closed 8.5 .18. 
Thi s P.O. was at the Austra li an General 
Hospital, S t. Kilda Road, Melbourne. 
P.O. opened: 7. 12. 15; closed: 17.5.19. 
The offi ce was not li sted by Porter. 
P.O. opened: 17. 1.1 6; closed: 24.3. 17. 
P.O. opened: 3.6. 15; closed 1.5.18. 
Opened: 11 . 11 .18; closed: 29 .11 .18. 
Th e name o f thi s o ffi ce is a lso 
uncertain . The archives only referred to 
a Military Ca mp being es tablished at 
t he S howgro und s. P .O . o pened: 
30. 9 .14; closed: 21. I 0. 14. Thi s offi ce 
was not li sted by Porter. 
P.O. opened: -.8.16; closed: 28. 11 .16. 
P.O . opened: 3.9.15; closed 15.3.16. 
Opened: I 0. 10. 16; cl osed 28 .11 . 16. 



QUEENSLAND CANCELLATIONS AND 
MARKINGS: NEW FINDS 

By H. M. CAMPBELL, F.R.P.S.L. 

Since my article in the September 1979 issue (p. 70), was written, many new 
discoveries have been reported to me, or discovered by myself. Some date errors in 
Chapter IV have also been pointed out by Mr. P. Collas. 

Chapter III 
P. 11 . In the table of duplex cancellers, the following extensions to the range of dates 
have been noted: 
(7) Rockhampton (a) 20 1 Aug/86 - Jan/94; (b) 473 Dec/90 - Mar/93 . 
P. 12. After 'Red' at the top of the page, add '84' to the li st. lt appears that' l 00' can 
be added to the list of manuscript cancellations, as Mr. Collas has this on a pair 
apparently subsequently cancelled at destination (Toowong) in I 893. Another stamp 
has an albino impression of the ' 100' obliterator, so it seems that Cunnamulla ran out 
of cancelling ink in 1893. 
P. 14. In the first column, for No. 28, alter to read ' lb (6 1/2)', and for Nos . 48 and 53, 
in each case add: '2b(7)'. For No. 127 in the third column , delete the brackets round 
'Id' and add '(5)'. 
P. 15. For Nos . 247 and 257 in the third column , in each case delete the brackets 
round '2a' and add '(8)'. 
P. 16. For Nos. 273, 282 and 295 in the first column , in each case delete the brackets 
round '2a' and add'(?)'. For No. 329 in the second column, delete the brackets round 
'2a' and add '(7)'. 
P. 17. For No. 445 in the first column, substitute '2a' for '?'. 
P. 18. For No . 661 in the third column, delete the brackets round '2a' and add '(61/2)'. 
P. 19. For No . 678 in the first column and No. 703 in the second column, in each case 
delete the brackets round '2a' and add '(6 1/2)'. For No. 724 in the third column, delete 
the brackets round '2a'. 

Near the foot of the page, the numbers of the first four categories shou ld now read : 
NNS: 97 numbers. 
RRRR: 107 numbers and one probable . 
RRR: 82 numbers. 
RR: 143 numbers . 

P. 20. The first four groups should now read: 
NNS: 22, 30, 54, 60, 64, 75, 78, 117, 123, 136, 139, 160, 175 , 218, 225, 243, 294, 

296,310,32 1,348, 356,364,383,388,392,407,408,428,440,446,508,559, 563,564, 
637,640,642,644, 645,649,650,652,653,654,655,657, 658 ,663,667,670,673,674, 
675,679,680,68 1, 683 , 685,687, 689, 690,691 ,693 , 698, 702, 704, 705, 706, 707, 708, 
709, 7 10, 711 , 714, 715 , 716, 718, 72 1, 726, 727, 729, 732, 733,734, 735, 736, 737, 738, 
739, 740, 741, 742, 743, 744, 745, 746. 

RRRR: 28, 44, 45, 70, 76 (?), 77, 94, 104, 105, 106, 132, 147, 179, 185, 187, 192, 
199,200,208,211, 224,240,24 1,247,248,249,250,25 1,257,270,273,276,282,292, 
293,295,314,3 15, 326,329,344,345,354,358,366,375,390,4 12,418,421,423,424, 
434,437,441,445,467,484,500,511,558,560,562,571,574,576,604,6 13,620,628, 
630,633,634,636, 638,641,645,656, 659, 660,661 , 662,665, 666,669,671,672,677, 
678,682,684,688, 692,694,695,696,697,699, 700, 703, 713, 717, 720, 722, 724, 728, 
731, 747. 
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RRR: 34, 66, 69, 73, 82, 91, 112, 119, 143, 146, 162, 171 , 174, 180, 189, 190, 191 , 
195,222,223,228,236,238,253,264,268,301,302,309,311,319,359, 367,37 1,372, 
377,393 , 396,400,402, 404, 410,415 , 420,433,435,443,457,464, 478 , 493, 503, 517, 
524,532,551, 575, 577,585,587,590,591,593, 594,606,616,617,618,627,635, 643 , 
646, 651, 664, 668, 676, 686, 701, 712, 719, 723, 725, 730. 

RR: 14, 26, 35, 42, 49, 51, 62, 65, 83, 88, 90, 92, 113, 115, 118, 122, 129, 135, 144, 
153, 155, 157, 164, 170, 172, 181, 182, 196, 197, 207, 213, 217, 220, 221, 235, 237, 254, 
262,266,272,280,285,287,288,289,298,299,303,307,308,312,318,322, 323,331, 
337,339,342, 349, 352,355,361,362,373,378,380,385, 387,397,399,403,409,4 11 , 
414,417,422,426,427,432,436, 439, 442,444,447,448 , 449,451,452,459, 461 , 463, 
466,470,471,476,480,481,482,483,494,495,504,506, 509,512,518,519,523, 529, 
535,536, 538, 540, 542,545,552,566,569,572,579,584,586,595, 596,597,599,601, 
603 , 605, 607, 608, 610, 614, 615, 619, 621, 622, 623, 625, 629, 631, 639. 

Some of the original list of 'RR's' possibly should be reduced to 'R', but I have not 
explored as far as this. 
P. 21. Crown Seals 
Add MURGON to the list . 

Chapter JV 
P. 24. Delete '42 Later re-allocated to BIRRALEE, etc. After '58 LILLYVALE', the 
first note should read 'Closed 26/ 1/68' . 
P. 25. After '63 CLERMONT', add '1865' in the Opened column. 
After '84 SPRINGSURE', alter 'Jan/64' to '1/1/64'. 
After '93 JONDARYAN', add in the the Remarks column, 'Moved to Railway 
Station in 1868.' 
In the second-last line of the page, after 'reverted to NERANG CREEK 1869', add in 
the Remarks column, 'Removed to Nerang Creek Township 17 /2/74, and name 
changed to BENOWA, 2/4/74 (q .v.). After the closure of Benowa on 28/11/75, 
NERANG CREEK was apparently re-opened at some stage, still using No. 98.' 
P. 26. 99 EIGHT MILE PLAIN. The last word should read 'PLAINS'. 
P. 27. After '(115) OWANYJLLA', add in the Remarks column, before 'Closed 
21/9/81', 'Sometimes spelt OWANILLA .' 
After '128 DOUGHBOY CREEK', the dates for the changes to CLYDESDALE and 
HEMMANT should read 'l/7/76' and '1/10/76' respectively. 
P. 29. After '190 PALMERVILLE 11/5/74', add under Remarks , "The first c.d.s. 
read merely 'PALMER'." 
P. 30. The opening date of HAUGHTON was actually 12/1 /77, so should appear 
after 'T.P.O. NO. 4, S & W. RY' . 
Before 'MJLLUNGERA', delete '(277)' and add '273' . 
Before 'PIKEDALE REEFS', add '(277)'. 
P. 32, After '283 REDCLJFFE', alter the opening date to '1/6/78' . 
P . 33. TUNNEL. The closing date should read '30/6/80'. 
P. 34. Before 'BIRRALEE', delete 'R.42' and substitute 'R.66'. 

Chapter V 
P. 50. After 42, delete 'BIRRALEE' in the second column. 
P. 51. After 66, add 'BJRRALEE' under Subsequent Allocations. 
P. 52. 99 EIGHT MILE PLAIN. Alter the last word to read 'PLAINS' . 
P. 54. After 190, alter the entry to read 'PALMER (PALMERVILLE)' . 
P. 56. After 273, delete '?' and add 'MILLUNGERA' . 
After 277, delete 'Millungera' and add 'Pikedale R eefs'. 
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Chapter VI 
P. 70. (BJ Registration Markings 
I now have the unframed REGISTERED - CHARTERS TOWERS dated AP 28, 
78, so this may have been the earliest of the country 'REGISTER ED' c.d.s. 
P. 73 . In the second paragr.:.ph I mentioned two handstamps with just the word 
REGISTERED in a rectangular frame. Mr. Beston has sent me a photocopy of a 
cover from Calliope with another of these. Although the cover is dated 1977, there is 
no reason to doubt that the handstamp was introduced in the colonia l period (no 
registered covers from Calliope are known from that period , and no two-line 
REGISTERED - CALLIOPE has been seen), particularly as its numeral (39) is 
bracketed between those of St. George and Yaamba . The dimensions of the frame 
appear to be 42 x 8 mm. 
In the list at the foot of the page, add in the appropriate places: 
BUNDABERG X (in red) 
HUGHENDEN X 
P. 74. At the top of the page, after MARYBOROUGH, add : 
MUN GINDI X 
P. 75. (cJ Ship Letters 
(cJ Rockhampton 
I now have the one-line 'LOOSE SHIP LETTER' on a cover from Rockhampton of 
August, 1886. 

P. 77 . (dJ Townsville 
I have Type 5 on a cover from Townsville of July 1899 . 

Pp. 77-8 . (DJ Unclaimed 
GLADSTONE can be added to the list of two-line markings ('UNCLAIMED' 38 1/2 x 
41/2 mm). Capt. Owen has sent me a cover showing another two-line marking 
previously unreported. This is 'UNCLA IM ED - WINDORAH' , with 
'UNCLA IM ED' measuring 37 1/2 x 5 mm. A lthough the cover is dated 1951 , there is 
no reason to doubt that it was introduced in the Colonial period . It is not a per favour 
strike. 
The framed UNCLAIMED and the two-line NOT KNOWN BY - LETTER 
CARRIERS of Rockhampton have now been found on an Official cover from 
Brisbane to Rockhampton dated December I 892, so this must be getting back 
towards the date when the markings were introduced. 

P. 79. In the new section "( FJ 'Paid' Markings " (Sept. I 978, p. 67, March I 979, p. I 6, 
and Sept. 1979, p. 72), Mr. Stevens has shown me an entirely new marking correctly 
used on cover. This is an octagonal marking measuring 34 1/2 mm. from top to bottom 
and from side to side, with PAID in a curve at the top and ROCK HAMPTON in a 
curve starting at the left and going round the foot to the right. This is dated in I 899, 
and so becomes Type I . The "Warwick" type becomes Type 2, of which a portion of 
another of the type has turned up on a stamp; this was used at Townsvil le, but 
unfortunately the year of the date is missing. The "Toowoomba" becomes T ype 3. 
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ARTISTS' VIEWS OF 6 AVOCA STREET, 
SOUTH YARRA 

By D. E. NAPIER 

Members and v1s1tors entering 6 Avoca Street, South Yarra , can admire the 
collection of three prints showing the building on the left as one comes through the 
main door . 

Each print is by a different artist and it is interesting that all have chosen virtua lly 
the same viewpoint. 

The largest picture is an original in pencil and was commissioned by the Council 
from the artist, Dennis Duncan, who gave his drawing a white surround . 

Dennis Duncan is an Australi an now in his thirties and is working in Canada. He 
trained at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology as an architectural draftsman 
and has travelled in Tasmania, Northern Victoria, and Southern New South Wales, 
sketching buildings of the same era as ours . 

The drawing is a very faithful depiction of our home - indeed it shows it "warts 
and all" . A sag in the gutter of the upper balcony is carefully drawn . The keen 
observer can see the irregularities in the cast iron railings of the upper balcony, street 
signs and light poles included . 

Other artists would not have shown these points, but Dennis Duncan always 
faithfully depicted things as they were. So we have a most accurate portrayal of our 
building in November 1973 . 

The right hand picture is on loan to the Society. It comes from the co llection of our 
tenant, Mr Gregory Ladner, and is lent for the term of his tenancy. This print is by 
Brian Burr and is No 145 in a Limited Series of 200. 

The artist has 'removed' the street signs and light poles, but otherwise the print is a 
careful portrayal. 

The lower print was presented by Mr D. N. Baker, as a mememto of his yea r of 
Presidency, 1977-78, and commemorated 21 years of occupancy of the building by the 
Society. It is taken from Colonial Australia - 19th Century Buildings Revisted. by 
Eric Thompson published by Clarion Press Pty Ltd ., of Sydney, in 1973 . 

Eric Thompson also removed the street signs and light poles and has taken artists' 
licence with the ornamental ironwork. 

The House Committee is looking for another copy of Brian Burr's picture and 
would be interested to learn of any for sa le. It is also interested in hearing of other 
prints of the building. 

The History of the building was admirably covered by Mr Baker in his articles in 
Philately from Australia (June 1978, p. 41 , September 1978, p. 61). 

To date, the Society has been unable to find out who the archtitect was. 
[Dennis Duncan's drawing has been reproduced, both as a Christmas Card and a 

Note Card by the Society . Copies may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, 
Miss Myra Farley, for 15 cents each , plus postage.] 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Commonwealth of Australia: The Postage Due 

Stamps, 1902-1963, by R. P. Hyeronimus. 159 
pp. 18 x 25 cm. Published by The Hawthorn 
Press, 601 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne, 
3000. Recommended price, $20. 

Mr Hyeronimus has timed his completely new 
book on Australian Postage Due stamps superbly. 
As he so rightly indicates in his preface, most of 
the philatelic research of these very interesting 
issues has been undertaken by isolated individuals 
over the years and he has put together most of the 
published information plus a good deal of original 
and most valuable research. 

All this has occurred at a time when there is a 
world wide resurgence of interest in postage due 
material and there has also been a marked 
upswing in interest locally in Australia in this 
quite unduly neglected and fascinating area of 
Australian philately. 

Australian postage due stamps are unique. 
With an issue span of just over 60 years they are a 
complex and bewildering lot of stamps to the 
beginner because they were printed in dribs and 
drabs over the years, sometimes with long 
intervals separating the printing of the frames.and 
centres. There is a quite unnerving array of 
perforation varieties in the early stamps. 

The bicoloured issues remained in use for half a 
century and this must surely in itself be something 
of a philatelic record. 

Mr Hyeronimus has systematically set out the 
information at present known in a logical way, 
although no one could devise a system which is 
really easy to understand, given the incredible 
complexity of many of these issues. 

It is abundantly clear that there remains an 
enormous amount of research yet to be carried 
out. 

The illustrations of varieties are superb and 
should go a long way towards satisfying devotees 
of Australian Postage Dues who will face many 
long hours of study in the years ahead trying to 
come to grips with the enormous mass of 
information which he has managed to incorporate 
in his book. 

There are inevitably minor criticisms which can 
be made of such a work, such as the acceptance of 
the Sixth series 2d . perf. 11 on the basis of one 
known unused copy without gum and the failure 
to include important details about the recutting 
on the 4d. value of the Eleventh series. 

Minor criticisms however should not outweigh 
the value of this publication and Mr Hyeronimus 
really is to be congratulated on the enormously 
valuable contribution which he has made to 
Australian philately. 

He has produced a book which will be an 
indispensable guide to any serious collector of 
these issues and one which can provide a wealth of 
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value and information in a difficult but 
fascinating philatelic field . 

A. L. NIC HOLSON 

Philatelic Fables, by Bill Hornadge. 77 pp. 18 x 25 
cm. Limited Edition, 2000 copies . Published by 
Review Publications, Pty. Ltd . I Sterling 
Street, Dubbo, N.S.W. Recommended price, 
$7 .50. 

Mr Hornadge is Australia's most prolific 
philatelic writer. Besides founding Stamp News 
and being the driving force behind it, he has 
written six philatelic books, three books on 
Dubbo, and six books on more whimsical topics . 

Believing, as he says, that the philatelist is a 
humourless fellow, he has now decided to have 
some fun at his expense. 

But if the philatelist is a humourless fellow, Mr 
Hornadge runs the risk that philatelists will not 
buy his philatelic funny book . 

Still, he is prepared to take the risk . Perhaps he 
believes that they will be unable to disregard a 
book with "Philatelic" in its title. 

Also, he can rely on those who think stamp 
collectors are natural objects for instant mirth . 

So we have 13 tales about collectors and 
dealers, their ways, and their hobby. 

Here are stories of the worshippers of the 
stamp gods, of Philatelies Anonymous, of Olga 
from the Volga, and of other things. 

Then, too, there is the story of how a stamp 
started World War III , and of how postage 
stamps and the collecting of them were 
universally banned . 

We are told that teleprint letters came into use, 
but not of how they came into being, nor given 
any description of them. 

Does Mr Hornadge intend to be the first 
Teleprint Historian? Does he plan to be the 
author of the first Teleprint Letter Catalogue? 

It appears that Teleprint Letters are in use 
about 2030, a century after the Goya Nudes. But 
how long before that they were introduced we are 
not told . 

With luck he might make it. 
Good luck to him. 

Robson Lowe 1978-79 Review. 16 pp. 17 x 24 cm . 
Published by Robson Lowe, Ltd ., 50 Pall Mall, 
London, SW 1 Y 5JZ, England . 

Robson Lowe reported another new record, a 
£7,000,000 turnover in the 1978-79 year. 

They said the most remarkable trend had been 
the continuing rise in Great Britain , lots offered 
bringing in almost £2,000,000. 

The year confirmed that London was the 
philatelic centre of the world . 
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The greatest increase in va lue was the Penn y 
Black, dn increase of 160%. The Mulready 
envelopes achieved a new popula rit y. One with an 
additional Penny Bl ack bro ught £1700. 

A letter sheet posted on the first day of use, 6 
May 1840, brought £1000, an envelope, £2000, 
and one posted a day ea rl y, for which the Post 
Office cha rged an ext ra Id , £4250. 

Top prices in the John Heydon Australia were 
£4200 for a block of 5/- Sydney Harbour Bridges, 
and £4000 for a bl ock of £1 Third Waterma rk , 
with £3800 for a pair of the £2. 

The John Ga rtner Western Australia co llection 
rec ei ves s pec ia l a ttenti o n . Th e re is a n 
enl argement of the 4d Inverted Fra me in colour, 
whi ch brought Swiss Fra ncs 220 ,000 (£62,860) "a 
record pri ce many times over." The shade is 
recorded as deep dull blue. 

The average rea li sat ion was 47% over estimate. 
Only in the one sa le at J ohannesburg were 
reali sations below estimate. 

Austra li a's auction successes took fourth pl ace 
after Brita in , Switzerland , and U.S.A ., with a 
tota l of £327,567 compa red with £ 149,249 in the 
previous yea r. 

Australas ia's buying was Great Brita in , £68 13; 
Briti sh Empire, £ 125,0 59; O verseas, £2 649; 
Postal Histo ry, £ 3537; G eneral (Bournemouth), 
£ 95,864; Basie, Geneva, and Bermuda sa les, 
£ 142,566 . 

Switzer/and Catalogue. 198 1. Editor, H . L. 
Katcher . 140 pp. Published by The Am ateur 
Collecto r , Ltd ., 24 G rea t N orth Ro ad , 
Highga te, Lond on, N .6. Price, 5. 35. 

When reviewin g las t yea r's ca talogue, P. f rom 
A . said it was becoming a handbook catalogue. 

This year is the catalogue's S ilver Jubilee a nd 
the publishers say " During the past 25 yea rs a 
modest straightforwa rd li sting has developed into 
virtu ally a handbook ." 

The exchange rate situation remains a problem 
for the publishers but the attention they are 
obviously pay ing to it indicates that the prices are 
as well based as it is poss ible for them to be. 

Presumably thi s is the reason why they have 
refrained from announcing the number of price
changes . 

The research is by Wing-Commander R. F. 
Bulstrode. 

Th e Swiss Philatelist , 1980. Edited by Wing 
Comm ander R . F. Bulstrode. 12 pp. 17 x 21 
cm. Published by The Am ateur Collector, Ltd ., 
Box 242, Highga te, London, N6 2LW. 

This yea r's issue has someth ing to feature and it 
does - the di scovery o f the 5c " Rayed S tar" 
Postage Due by Mr H. L. Katcher, IOI yea rs 
after its issue. 

Mr Katcher tell s of " the indescribable thrill " of 
the find , the tes ts tha t followed , a nd th e 
"shakiness" that developed as la ter tests were 
made after the fir st , routine ones all indicated that 
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it was genuine. He also gives the theories for the 
stamp 's ex istence. 

Th e instalment of the seri al on Swiss Proofs 
and Essays deals with the Pro J uventute issue of 
191 9, the 40c 192 1, the high values of 19 14, and 
some essays of the ea rly 'Nineties. 

Other a rti cles dea l with S wi ss " Gua rded 
Train " mail , Revenues, a nd phil atelic va nda li sm 
of S wiss sta mps. 

Congress Handbook . Cambridge, 1980. 32 pp. 15 
x 2 1 cm. Published by The British Phil a te li c 
Federation , Ltd ., I Whitehall Pl ace, London, 
S WIA 2 H E. 

The British Phila telic Feder<;1 ti on has thi s yea r 
sent it s Congress Handbook to a ll BPF members, 
ra th er th a n confining it to these attending 
Congress. 

Th ree pa pers a re publi shed : " F oc us on 
Judging" by Mr Alfred J . Brans ton; " Hints for a 
Secretary Bi rd" by Mr Colin W. S pong, and 
" Th e Ideal Catalog ue: An Imposs ible Dream or 
Practi ca l Proposition?" by Mr Ian J . Gl assborow. 

There are biogra phies o f the new R.D.P.s. and 
of Mrs Kay F. Goodman, cha irm an of Co ngress. 

The li st of offi ce rs of the Federa tion a re 
accompanied by some port ra it s. 

Philatelic Publicat ions. by Robson Lowe, Ltd., 32 
pp. 17 x 25 cm. Publi shed by Robso n Lowe, 
Ltd ., 39 Poole Hill , Bournem outh , BH 2 5PX , 
England . 

Phil atelic litera ture is a vast rea lm . The 
co ll ec tor pl a nning to s ta rt a co ll ecti on, or 
considering what new fi eld he might ente r, is often 
a t a loss to know what litera ture he can obta in 
eas ily. So is the collector who wishes onl y to 
broaden his kn owledge. 

It is fo r them and for phila telists genera lly that 
Robson Lowe has produced thi s li st of phil a te li c 
publica tions currently ava ilable. 

It has more tha n 200 entries on materi al 
ava il able from the firm 's litera ture departm ent , 
not merely Robson Lowe's ow n num ero us 
publica tions. 

Th ese ra nge from genera l wo rk s to sa le 
ca ta logues of notable collections. 

Many of them a re co mparati vely little known. 
They range from general wo rk s, such as Robson 
Lowe Encycl opaedi as and work s on fo rge ri es, 
printers, pos tal history and cinde rell as to 
them atic co llection ca ta logues. 

The mai n secti on is class ified into continents 
and countries. 

An interesting item is " The Queen's S tamps" 
- twenty colour slides showing 50 items from the 
G rea t Brita in albums o f the Royal Phil ate li c 
Co ll ec ti o n with a casse tt e recordin g th e 
descri ption by Mr Robson Lowe. This is a lso 
ava ilable with French or Germ a n tra nsla ti on. 

The coll ector is certa inly indebted to Mr 
Robson Lowe and the firm for the unusual degree 
of enterpri se everywhere di splayed . 



THE ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

Queensland Postal History 
Mr N. J . Hobbs presented aspects of his 

Queensland co ll ection when he displayed before 
the society at its September meeting. 

His collection was known for its stamps, 
notably its C haton Heads, from previous displays, 
but this time his theme was the cancell atio ns and 
postal history of the State. 

This field is little known in Victoria and the 
display was great ly apprecia ted. 

ZEAPEX and SYDPEX 
The highlights of ZEAPEX 80, Auckland, and 

SY DPEX 80, Sydney featured a t the first 
October meeting. 

Those who were at the two exhibitions were 
invited to give their impressions. 

Mr John Gartner and Mr Ray Chapman made 
comprehensive reviews of both exhibitions. 

Mr L. W. Buchanan discussed the ligh ting 
arrangements at SYDPEX. 

There were some remarks on compa ra t ive 
judging standards at the two exhibit ions. It was 
noted that there was on ly one gold medal and 
three vermei l at ZEAPEX. At SYDPEX there 
were 11 go ld and 35 vermeil awards. 

Speakers said that those who we re jurors at 
Auckland were debarred from en tering a ny 
competitive class. That meant that many of New 
Zea land's best co ll ections were out. Also, 
ZEAPEX was an international ex hibiti on, 
SYDPEX a national one. 

Mr A. W . Bunn sa id he thought the judging was 
very good. There were six R. D. Ps . on the judging 
panel at Auck land. The standard was very high, 
but only a trifle higher than SYD P EX. 

There were severa l compliments on the social 
atmosphere at Auck land . Bu.t it was noted that 
there were no trips around the city for wives. 

There was agreement on the importance of 
providing adeq uate rest facilities at exhibitions 
and the necessity of making sound efforts to 
ensure a friendly social atmosphere, particularly 
for overseas visitors. Good refreshment faci lities 
were another essentia l. 

One speaker contrasted the ease of entering 
SY DPEX by the side door compa red with the 
queue and crush at the front. 

Several speakers talked about security. 
Mr J . Sinfield said SY DP EX showed the greed 

of those com ing into the hobby as investors. 
Another member cited the long queue, which 

required hours of waiting, and asked what would 
have happened if they had had heavy rai n. 
(He asked the question of two major offic ia ls of 
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SYDPEX. One said " I hate to think" and the 
other said "They'd have torn the doors down .") 

Canada 
Mr E. G . Creed's Canada are well-known as 

the best in Austra las ia a nd a t the second October 
meeting he presented a se lection from his 
co llection of the Middle Issues. 

He began with the 1897 Jubilee set complete to 
the top $5 , 16 va lues with two shades in four 
va lues, and with the set to the $3 and $4 
overpri nted specimen. 

Mr Creed mentioned that sa les of these stamps 
soon had to be restricted to full sets which cost 
$ 16 . 2 1 \12. 

The 1897-98 "Maple Leaves" issue was put on 
sa le as stocks of the ea rli er iss'ue were exhausted. 
But complaints soon came from the French
speaking communi ty that they cou ld not read the 
va lues which were printed in English, so that by 
June 1898 the "Numera l" issue was introduced 
wi th the figures of va lue replacing the Maple 
Leaves in the lower corners. 

Mr Creed showed a range of plate proofs , of 
the Maple Leaves including a set in the issued 
colours. 

His numerals included a pane of 50 of the 6c 
brown and a block of the 20c. 

The 1898 Map stamp selection included an 
imperf. pair and some of the varieties. 

The 1899 2 Cents overprint was shown inverted 
on both the July (rose-ca rmine) and August 
(carmine) releases . 

The Twentieth Century issues showed the coil 
stamps and War Tax issues in great variety, and 
the Canadia n Bank Note Cos. 2 cents overprints, 
1926, doubled. 

The 1927 60th Anniversary of Confederation 
was shown inper f. vertically and horizontally, and 
1928 air stamp imperf. vertica ll y and horizontally 
in blocks of six. The 1928-29 pictorials were 
accompanied by imperfs . and the I c, 2c, and Sc in 
tete-beche pairs and blocks of 12 in sixes tete
beche from booklet sheets. 

lmperfs. of the 1932-33 set were followed by 
some of the 1935 set imperf. between pair and 
single and block of fo ur printed on the gummed 
side. 

Exhibitor from England 
The Society was grea tly honoured at its 

November meeting when Mr T. V. Roberts came 
from England to di splay French Maritime Mail 
and "some selected Australian items. " 



D ECEMBER 1980 

He was accompanied by his wife, Mrs Na ncy 
Robert s. 

Welco ming him , th e Presi dent , Mr J ohn 
Gartner, introduced him as one of the leading 
philatelists of England . 

Mr Roberts ex pressed his great pleasure at 
coming to display before the society at the 
invitati on of the imm ediate pas t pres ident, Mr 
Peter Jaffe with whom he had been at Cambridge 
University. 

He described the French maritime mail se rvices 
and th eir hi story, ex pl ainin g th e types of 
ca ncell ations, date-s tamps and other markings 
and the systems under which they were used . 

The maj or part of the display were covers from 
the Mediterranea n, Suez, Far-Eastern , Mex ica n, 
West Indies, and South American routes. Ma ny 
were ex treme rarities and all were in superb 
conditi on. 

Notable among the other items were two Cook 
Islands covers, one with manuscript cancell ation 
Mangaia 7 Mar 1903 C. F. Proctor PM , and 
another 7 / 3/ 03 Registered No. 9. 

PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

Another had Niue No . I, manuscript ca nce lled 
Niue 6/ I / 02 in ink . 

A letter from NZ to Scotl and , via Melbourne, 
had a 6d Full Face and a 6d Victoria Queen-on
Th rone, and a Fiji ship letter of 1876 bore 
Melbourne's I in circle of bars cance llation and a 
Mi ssent to Melbourne rectangular marking. 

Th ere was also a Victorian Postal Uni on 
provisional pos tca rd , I 1/2d on 2d , purple on drab, 
with a Cachet de Provn Aus tral ie Paq. F BT No. 4 
in red. 

A grea t surprise was a Burdell and Co. Express 
cover, with label from the Geelong Office of 
Jacob Montefi ore Pty to its Melbourne offi ce 
dated 22 Sept. ( 1854) and a very late one 
addressed to Mr W. B. Nicholson, Tankard 's 
Temperance Hotel, Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, 
the filin g note dating it as 17 May J 855 . 

Another Fiji cover, had 12 1874 Crown YR 
ove rprints on 1872 provisionals, with the 
manu script ca nce llation Eclipse of the Moon JO 
3rd 1876 and a Lev uka Ap 6 76 datestamp. 

ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
LONDON 

LUNCHEON AT SYDPEX 80 
Members of The Royal Philatelic Society, London, who were in Sydney for 

SYDPEX 80 came together for a luncheon on the opening day of the exhibition. 

Twenty-five were present. 
All States were represented and there was one American member. 
It was a happy thought that such a gathering should be held and it proved a very 

pleasant occasion, at which many new friendships were made. 
The luncheon was at the Combined Services Club. 
Arrangements were made by Mr E. J. Garrard, F.R.P.S. L., and Mr J . S . White, 

F.R.P.S. L. 
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THE ROBSON LOWE GROUP 
BOURNEMOUTH STAMP AUCTIONS monthly sales invariably include much 
of interest to the general and specialist collector. 
ROBSON LOWE LTD. specialised auctions held regularly in London comprise 
one country (or group of countries) offered in one sale. 
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTD. holds regular auctions in Basie, 
Bermuda, Geneva and Zurich. 
POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS are held quarterly in Bournemouth. 

* * * 
Material appearing in auctions in the coming months include Australian States from the Purves 
collection ; India, Great Britain 1840 Perkins Bacon proofs and Rainbow trials, also 1879 Tender Die 
Proofs, Denmark and D.W.1. from the Svend Yort collection. 

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 

62~~~: ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
~' ·. ! a member of the Christie's International Group 

~~ . ~ 50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y SJZ, ENGLP.ND 
Cables: "Stamps London SW1", Telex: 915410, 

VAT.No. 239/4486/31 . 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
Every month in our Auctions , on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua New Guinea 

and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australfa 
(inc. Prices Realised) to December 1981, $14.00 

Overseas rates on application 

iC Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement -tc 

P. J. DOWNIE 
242 SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 

Phone: 663 4911 . Telegrams & Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne. Telex AA 37272 

Member A.S.D.A. Melbourne A.S.D.A. New York P.T.S. Lond~n 

(iii) 



NEW ZEALAND 
BUYING & SELLING 

COLLECTIONS 

WANTED 

$500 to $50,000 

SPOT CASH 

SEE US ... 

A.S.A. STAMPS Pty Ltd 
140 RUNDLE MALL 

ADELAIDE 5000 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

,t!J) kilalelq lr<9m 
{J.uslralia 

Cumulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 20 volumes. 

Two t housand quick, easy refer
ences to materia l published in 
P. frorn A. make these a "must" 

for everv serious co llector. 
$3.50 each. 

BUS!NESS MANAGEH 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001 

( 6 Arnca Street. South Yarra 314 1) 

THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. R. BUTLER, HDP, FHPSL 

Crown Quarto (9:il in x 7J~ in) with 188 pages, 4 plates in fu ll colour and 
over 100 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book inc\1des numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first time details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, compreh ensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an estima te of its relative rarity. 

Bound in buckram, stamped in gold with four-co'our book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should be sent to: 
The Secretary 

THE HOYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 Devonshire Place, London W I N lPE 

(iv) 



RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 

Australasia's Largest Stamp Auction Gallery. 
offers the collector /investor .... 

* Regular Monthly Public 
and Postal Bid Sales. 

* Over Three Million Dollars of 
material o·ffered annually. 

* Pre-sale inspection in Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

* Unparalleled service and confidential 
advice for collectors and investors. 

* Private Treaty. 

A complementary copy of our current 
auction catalogue is available on mention 
of this advertisement. 

RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 351 CollinsStreet Melbourne3000Australia 

Phone (03) 62 5271 

MEMBER: Australasian Stamp Dealers Association, American Stamp Dealers Association Inc., 
Philatelic Traders Society Ltd. 

(v) 



-------THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
The Philatelic Society of Victoria which was founded in 1892, and which in 1946 had the privilege 
conferred upon it of the use of the prefix "ROYAL", is a Society to which you, as a collector, should 

belong. Among its many advantages arc: 

* SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL * QUARTZ LAMP k 
ORGAN: Phi/au/y from Australia MICROSCOPE and a Reference 
is posted free to all members. Forgery Collection arc available. 

* MEETINGS held on the third * MONTHL y DISPLA VS: It has 
and fifih T~u~ay of the mon~h at always been Society policy to obtain 
7.45 pm tn Its own premises, the best available collections for 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, . . . 
Melbourne 314 1. display al Soc1c.ty mo.nlhly meetm.gs. 
* EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate ~lures. and d1scuss1ons by leading 
regularly within Australia to· 
interested members. 
* THE SALES BRANCH enables 
members to buy and sell stamps not 
considered suitable by the vendor for exchange 
sheets. Postal bids accepted from members for any 
item. 
* COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY is open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other night 
monthly or by arrangement with the Librarian. 
Also 12.30 on first Wednesdays. 
* CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic journals printed in English arc available 
on the tables al the Society's rooms. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

ph1latchsts enable members to 
improve their philatelic knowledge. 

* PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society includes experts on 

almost all branches of Philately, whose advice is 
always available. 

* THE SOCIETY'S FEES arc: Entrance Fee: 
$17 .50 ; Annual Subscription : City and 
Metropolitan Members, $I 7 .50; Country, 
Interstate and New Zealand, $12 .00; Overseas, 
$12.50 (USA, SUSl6.00). 
* ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be 
directed to Miss MYRA FARLEY (Secretary), 
Box 2071 , GPO, Melbourne 3001. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

* OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately from 
Australia is available to members al 
special subscription rate. 

* MEETING ROOM: The Club meets 
at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month First Floor Meeting Room , 
Phitas House, 17 Brisbane Street, 
Sydney. 

* EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
arc entitled to recci vc the fachange 
Books which circulate regularly within 
Australia. 

• LIBRARY: A library , comprising 1000 
volumes, is available for use of members by 
arrangement with the Librarian. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to -

* MONTHLY DISPLA VS: Displays 
of intcrc5ting collections and philatelic 
items arc a feature of the monthly 
meetings of the Club. It is the policy of 
the Club lo. bring to the members the 
best available displays, while lectures 
and discussions help to further the 
philatelic knowledge of members. The 
advice of members, experts in most 
branches of philately, is always available 
when requested. 

* THE CLUB'S FEES arc: City mem bers: S6.00; 
Country members, $4.50. 

* SUBSCRIPTIONS arc due I July yearly. 
There is no entrance fee payable. 

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 



PUBLICA TJONS OF 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Campbell, H. M. 

QUEENSLAND CANCELLATIONS AND OTHER 
POSTAL MARKINGS, 1860-1913 - $20.00 

Ingles, Owen (Ed) - Part II - $20.00 

TASMANIA: THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTAL 
MARKJNGS 

Chisholm, H. L. 

PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 
CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS 1-X (1949-1958) - $3.50 

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS XI-XX (1959-1968) - $3.50 

Holbeach, W. M . 
CUMULATIVE INDEX: 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA - $4.95 

Purves, J. R. W. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE LONG STAMPS OF 1902-1912 
$20 .00 

EMBLEMS OF VICTORIA 1857-1863 - $8 .95 
POSTAL HISTORY OF PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT - $8 .50 

VICTORIA : BARRED NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 
1856-1912 - $12.50 

VICTORIA : THE BUTTERFLY AND BARRED 
OVAL CANCELLATIONS 1850-1855 - $5.00 
VICTORIA: THE POSTAGE DUES - $8.95 

VICTORIA: REGISTERED AND TOO LATE STAMPS 
1854- 1858 - $12.50 

THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE (1977) - $1.50 

Please include postage on all orders 

Address all orders to 
MISS JOYCE BUCHANAN (Business Manager) 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
BOX 2071, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 

Advocate Press Ply. Ltd .• Melbourne. 3000. 


