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LITERARY MEMORIAL FOR 
MR J. R. W. PURVES 

A large society .. . is natura lly expected to lead - to laJunch projects for the general good .... 
Publication is essential to the healthy continuance of the hobby since, unless there be a regular 
and permanent dissemination of knowledge, that knowledge will die and be known no 
more .. .. Lt is obvious th at we have at the present t ime to look to our societies more and 
more to provide publications of perm anent reference value. 

- Mr J. R . vV. Purves, Pbilately from Australia, March 195 1, p. I. 

The Council of th e Royal Philatelic Society of V ictoria has decided 0111 a 
literary memoria.l to Mr ]. R. W . Purves, world- famous philatelic author, senior 
signatory to the Roll of Distinguished Phi lateli sts, and fifty-six years a member 
of the Society. 

It has adopted a unanimous recommendation from a special committee, with 
Mr John Gartner as chairman, set up to consider the establishment of a w orthy 
memorial to him. 

The committee's decision was that as Mr Purves \Vas the leading research 
philatelist and, first and foremost , was concerned w ith phil ateli c publication , the 
society could best express its appreciation by publi cation and that all books be 
issued under the general ti t le of " ]. R . W . Purves Philateli c Seri es, N o. l ," etc, 
the series to be a continuing one. 

The fi rst of these has already been chosen : 
Bibliography o f the W rit ings of M r / . R. W. Purves, by Dr G. N . Kellow . 
Dr Kellow is the librari an of the Roya l Philateli c Society of V ictoria. 
The manuscript of this w ork has bc:cn virtually completed. 
It has been suggested that the seco nd should be a Philateli c Bibliography of 

Victoria, w hich Dr K ellow has compiled. 
As a "Fl owers for the Li ving" recognition, the society has already expressed 

appreciation of Mr Purves' work for the society , of w hich he was eight times 
President, by establishing in 1970, The ]. R. W . Purves Award for Distinguished 
Service to the R oya l Philatelic Society of V ictoria. 
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82 PHILAT ELY FROM AUSTRALIA D ECEMBER 1979 

Twenty of these medals have been awarded, Mr Purves bei ng the first recipient 
of the honour w hich bore his name. 

In the light of the quotation at the head of thi s article, could any memorial 
better epitomise the spirit of the J. R. W. Purves we have known so intimately 
for so many years? 

T his literary commemorati on has three other virtues: 
It ensures that .the name of J. R. W. Purves wi ll li ve. 
It maintains the tradition of authorship w hich he so wonderfull y established. 
It ensures the preservation and disseminaoion of philateli c knowledge in the 

y ears ahead. 
One feels it is the remembrance he would have w ished. 

THE FLOW OF TRIBU1~ES CONTINUES 
(Continued from September 1979, p. 68) 

Sti ll more tri butes to J\ilr J. R. W. Purves are being received by the R oyal 
Philate lic Society of Victoria, w hic h he loved so dear ly: 

From Mr Ian T. Hamilton, Ewell , Surrey, E ngland: 

The Ju ne issue of Pbilately from Australia has arrived and l want to let you know 
that I fee l a personal loss with the death of Bill Purves. 

vVhat a unique person he was, deV'oid of all snobbery. 
My tribute to him in "Review of Reviews" may seem rather late, but it is none the 

less sincere. 
Bill Purves was a greater ambassador than any of your "Thommos" or Brothers 

Chappell. 
["Review of R eviews" is a regu lar feature in Tin Pbilatelist.I 

From The Rev J. C. W. Brown, Melbourne: 

Death is no stranger to me, but I still find it difficuJt to grasp the passing of such 
stalwarts as Bill Purves and Bert Doery. 

Bill was such a vitaJ personality. I know how muoh he did for me as a philate]jst. T 
think also it was due to his initiative that the Society was granted the ticie "RoyaJ". 

From Mrs Patricia R ock, Sydney: 

I'm so sorry about the passing of Bill Purves and know just how much you will 
all miss him. 



~he ~rail 

Conducted by BILL EUSTACE 

Despite the considerabl e number of new stamps issued there seems to have 
been a dearth of wor ,hwhi le constant va rieti es to report this quarter and most 
of the items noted have heen of interest only to the gum/paper enthusiasts or 
postal stat ionery coll ectors. 

Australia - Bird Definitives Part Tl 
JV[ost of the denominati ons in this release have turned up on more than one 

paper. 
The I cent shows up distincti vely under ~h e lamp with one paper being quite 

dull and the backgrou nd colour muc h darker than the "whi te paper" version -
the backs, however, were not marked ly di fferent. 

The 2 cent has been reported on a 'white paper but only fro m ce rtain packs 
and I have yet to see th is item. 

The 15 cent is perhaps the most di stinc tive o f the set un der the lamp wi th a 
strong w hite reaction fro m th e back an d a much brighter reacti on from the 
front. 

The two pap ers of the 20 cent and 40 cent are probab ly best identi fie d from 
the back, although the "white paper" version of the 40 cent is also fa irly obvious 
when viewed from the fro nt. 

A ustralia - Y ear of the Child, 20 Cent 
There are cream and w hi te paper versions, the latter produci ng quite a brilliant 

w hite reacti on fro:11 the back un der U /V w hil st the cream paper gives onJy a 
dull reacti on. The background colour and the g reen of the grass show consider
able shade variations th ro ugh the length of the run . 

A ustralia - Christmas 1979 
The 25 cent and 5 5 cent va lues can both be fo und with dull and bright lamp 

reactions on the back, bu t so far I have only fo un d one version of the 15 cent 
whic h is surprising, as one mj ght have expected some change in w hat must 
have been quite a substantial printing run . 

Once more the time has come for me to w ish my rea ders, "A Merry Christmas 
and a H appy and Prosperous 1980". · , 
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WESTERN AUSTRAL IA'S FIRST 4d, 6d 
AND 1/-

WHAT THE NEW-FOUND STONES REVEAL 

By BRIAN POPE 

One hun dred and twenty- fi ve years ago, on 13 June 1854, the Colonial Secret
ary of W estern Australi a, Mr W. A. Sanfo rd (he of the appro priate initials) 
issued instructions to the Surveyo•r-General (Mr ]. S. Roe) to " .. . direct the 
lithographer to take the necessa ry steps for striking off Sixpenny and Shilling 
Stamps for nhe Post Office .... " 

The lithographer in the Survey Department was M r H orace Samson, and he 
duly produced the reqillred stamps after t he pro posed Sixpenny va lue had been 
amended to a Fourpenny . 

The manner in which these were p roduced has been the subj ect of much 
investigation in the philatelic press over the years and several distinguished 
philateli sts had directed their minds to the p roblems before I made a small 
contri bution to the debate in P. fro111 A. (Mar ch 1978, p . 5). J_,ittl e did they, or 
I, know that Samson's intermediate stone was sti ll in existence and in remarkably 
good condition. · 

T be Stones are Recovered 

T hat such is the case became known on 22 J anua ry 1979 when Mr. W im 
Smits, a well-known Perth dealer, acqui red two lithographic stones. Mr Smits 
was conducting an extensive adverti sing campaign seeking material in connect ion 
with a proposed two-day auction of philatelic items and W estern Austra liana to 
be held in April. 

H e tells me a man telephoned and sa id he bad an original pr inting plate and 
could he bring it in for inspection. As the man used the word plate, W im was 
somewhat disbelieving that it could be any thing o f importance but a meeting 
was arranged. 

One can imagine Mr Smits' surprise w hen the man staggered in carry ing a very 
heavy lithographic stone, and, w hat is more, sa id he would get the other one 
from th e ca r! 

T he large stone turned out to be the Intermediate Stone fo r botb the 4d. and 
1/- Lithographs made by Sa mson in 1854. 

The smaller stone bore, in addi tion to a W estern Australian Bank Perth pay- in 
slip and n.vo R oyal Arms long and short, w hat l believe is the original single 
design for the 6d. Lith ogra ph of 1857, drawn directly on the stone, and is there
fore, the 6d. Primary Stone. 

The larger stone is 43 .5 cm by 33.5 cm by 33.5 cm and 5.5 c m deep ( 17 x 13t 
X 2 inches) and the small er 33 cm by 27 .5 cm and 3.5 cm deep ( 13 x l Ot 
X I t inches). 

In 1857 the lithographic section of the Survey Department was transferred to 
the newly formed printing establishment at Fremantle where the offi ce was under 
the supervision of " . .. one of the Sappers". The identity of this parti cular 
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gentleman has eluded me so far, but w hoever he was, he certainly stuck closer to 
traditional lithographic technique than Samson had done. This sin3le impression 
is a beautiful piece of work and the stam ps as printed do not do it justice. 

Mr Smits hopes to arra nge for reproductions to be- avai lab le in due course. 
I am told that the two stones have been in the possession of "a family" for years 

and in my opinion this can only mean Mr Hillman's descendants. H e seems to 
be the only official who, ( l) had an interest, (2) knew the stones would not be 
required again, and (3) was placed high ly enough in the hierarchy to have the 
stones written off. 

Be that as it may, Mr Smits' offer to purchase the stones was accepted and they 
have since been displayed at his auction and again at WAPEX '79 w here we had 
the pleasure of seeing an Inverted Frame, and the Stone, together again after all 
these years. The stones was also shown at the National Stamp Week display 
in Melbourne. 

4d. and 1/-
The Samson Stone has a group of 60 ( 12 rows of 5) of each value, well 

separated and with one group upside down in relation to the other. The singular 
importance of this find is enhanced by the fact that the 4d. group is actually 
the 1 A state, with Hillman's addition of the Inverted Frame sti ll there in all its 
glory! 

The place of the 4d.- l /- Intermediate Stone in the scheme of things may 
be made clear by this summary of the production process used for these stamps: 

Id . Black Swan Engraved Plate 
4d. 

Transfer of Columns 16-20 

This block of 60 (12 rows of 5) on the li rhographic stone 
had the frames erased. A lithographic stoone containing one 
frame design was prepared and 60 individual tran.<fors 
taken and placed aroun·d th e 60 Swans to produce INTER
MEDIATE STONE l. 
Four transfers of this block of 60 were laid side by side 
- 12 rows of 20 - to produce PRINTING STONE I. 

On Intermediate Stone I, Frames 34 and 36 were replaced, 
yie lding new varieties, namely the Tilted Frame and the 
Inverted Frame, and pwdueing INTERMEDIATE STONE 
IA. 

Four transfers of this block of 60 were laid side by side 
- 12 rows of 20 - to produce PRINTING STONE 2 
containing four examples uf each of the abo·1·e l'arieties. 
Four new individual unit transfers from positions 3 (, 32, 
33 and 26 on the Lntermediate Stone were used to replace 
the four Inverted Frames directly on Printing Stone 2 to 
produce PRINTING STONE 2A. 

I /-
Transfer of Columns 10- 14 

Simi lar sequence to produce 
INTERMEDIATE STONE I. 

Simi larly, m produce PRINT
ING STONE 1. 

No change. 

No change. 

In i ovember 1855 an unkrtow111 
number of imP'ressions were 
renransferrecl directly on the 
Printing Stone to produce 
PRINTING STONE t A. 

Thus, the newly-found stone is the 4d. Intermediate Stone 1 A and the I/
Intermediate Stone I, and was originall y the Intermediate Stone I for both va lues 
made by Horace Samson in 1854. 

I have been privileged to examine these stones by courtesy of Mr Smits and 
the Fourpenny varieties listed by Chadwick in the London Philatelist for January 
J 965 and hith erto presumed to exist on the In termediate Stone because they 
appear four times on the printed sheet, can now be confirmed. 
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Ro·w I, No. I Bulge in the frame over TE of vVESTERN 
Row 4, No. 2 Dots below F, U and C of FOURPENCE 
Row 6, No. I Dot in margin below CE of PENCE 

DECEMBER 1979 

Row 7, No. 2 Small inside loop of the P of POSTAGE and small crossbar in the F of 
FOURPENCE 

Row 7, No. 4 T he Tilted Frame 
Row 7, No. 5 T of Postage shaved o.ff at the foot 
Row 8, N o•. I T he Inverted Frame 
Row 8, No. 4 Broken right leg in first A of AUSTRALIA 
Row 9, No. l E of WESTERN open to the margin 
Row 9, o. 3 S of AUSTRALI A open to the m~rgin 
Row 11, No. J A of POST AGE open no the margin 
Row 11, No. 2 First A of AUSTRALIA has broken right leg. 

T he other Chadwick varieties either do not show clearly or may be seen on 
several units. T he Tau below P of PENCE is clearly seen under Row 5, No. l and 
not so cle"lrly under Row 7, No. I.. The Tau is a mark ·like a small inverted T as 
an aid to layout and it appears that a guide line was first drawn on the stone at 
the relevant distance below the Swan and the Tau were aligned on this line to 
provide t he desired spacing. Traces of th e guide lin e remain below Row 3, Nos. 2 
and 3; Row 4, Nos. l and 2, and Row 7, No. l and there is no obvious reason 
why these and the remaining "Tau" were not completely erased. 

The Shilling Value 
For the Shi lling value, the absence of large blocks has inhibited research 

into Intermediate Stone varieti es, but one, suspected for some time and only 
recently confirmed, is the fl aw on the A of Po'>tage clearly seen on Row 3, No. 5. 

Perhaps the most interesting impression o.f the Shilling is Row 9, No. l because 
the original Swan is one of the Double Tai l re-entries (Row 9, No. 10) from 
the Penny Plate and this ca n be seen on the Shilling. 

Chadwick has recorded varieties with frames displaced to the left and therefore 
showing portion of the origina l Penny frame as a vertica l line. 

This can be seen on several units, including- Row l, No. 4; Row 2, No. 3; 
Row 4, No. 3; Row 5, No. 4; Row 6, No. 5; Row 9, Nos. 4 and 5, and Row 11 , 
No. 5. Of equa l interest are uni ts such as Row I , No. l; Row 5, Nos. 1 and 3, 
which show white inside the oval frame as a result of too much of the Penny 
design being removed. 

One question still unresolved is that of the upright offset impressions of one 
va lue on the back of the other va lue w ith both in black. Jn my earlier contribu
tion 1 expressed doubts as to w hether these "proofs" had any relativity to the 
printing situation. Now we know that both va lues are on the one stone and one 
is inverted in relation to the other, it seems to me that the procedure required to 
produce such offsets involves the stone being turned around after the blanket 
gains the offset impression and before the actua l proof pull. 

This appears to be unreal in relation to a printin~ situation and I still feel these 
"proofs" were "manufactured" at a later date and have nothing to do with the 
printings. 

The unique philatelic importance of the stone is obvious. Considerable thought 
was given to the practicability of making pulls from them availab le for all to 
study. 

Bearing in mind that the 6d. Printing stone No. l cracked when pulls were 
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taken for the Duke of York during his visit to Perth in 1901 ; and that neither of 
these newly-discovered stones is a printing stone, and both are now of great age, 
it was rea li sed that lithographic printing was out of the question as there could 
be no possibil ity of putting the stones at risk. 

T echnical advice was soug ht w ith the result that a photograph was taken and 
processed to produce the utmost c larity and definiti on and a printing plate 
prepared in reverse from this photograph. 

N o decision has been made for the 6d. impression but Mr Smits, (Box ClOO, 
Perth 6001 ) has made I 000 numbered sets of reproducti ons from the Samson 
Stone. These are on quality paper in a presentation folder and comprise three 
black and \vhite study aids and three coloured souvenir prints for $14.50. In 
addition, there are 2000 numbered se ts of the th ree coloured prints in a folder 
at $9.2 5. Postage is $ I ex tra in each case. There w ill be no further printings 
and Mr Smits hopes that proceeds from the sale of these sets w ill enable the 
stones to r emain in W estern Australia on permanent display. 

In the phi latelic euphoria surrounding this discovery we should not lose sight 
of the tremendous phil atelic perspicacity displayed by students suc h as Sir Ed ward 
Bacon, writing in the 1890s, and Messrs Frank Chadw ick and ] . R . W . Purves 
writing in the 1960s. Although resea rching within what we now know to be 
severely limited parameters they were, remarkably, almost "spot on". 

J. H. SMYTH MEDAL A WARDED TO 
MRS DELL GARRARD 

The Royal Sydney Philate lic Club has awa rd ed th e J. H . Smy th Meda l for 
se rvice to philately over a long period to Mrs Dell Ga rra rd . · 

This medal was established in 192 3 and during that 56-years since then only 
twenty-three medals have been awa rded. 

Mrs G arra rd's medal was th e third awa rded to a lady member . Only eight 
of th e reci pients are now li ving and these include all three ladies. 

Mrs Ga rrard is the wife of Mr E. ] . Ga rra rd , F.R.P .S.L., immedi ate past president 
of the Roya l Sydney Philateli c Club . 

They are the parents of Dr Denbeig,h Garrard , who rece,ived the Club's Annual 
Medal at the November meeting for his entry of New Zea land TPOs, with Mr 
H arry Nott, who won the thematic section of the competition with an entry 
on the Kookaburra issues. 



~~l~~~llfi~~~lllfi~lllfi~ 
C&he C9ther Side of the c-picture 
~~11~111~~~~~111~~111 ~~ 

By G. T . WHITE, F. R. P .s .L. 

V TCl ORTA 

A dvertising Envelopes of the 1890s 
V ictorian Adverti sing E nvelopes of the 1890s are seldom seen, but they are 

iisted in Robson Lowe's Encyclopedia of En1'pire Stamps (Vol. TV). 
H e dates their introduction as .I 895, but T have acquired a most in teresting 

booklet used to adverti se these envelopes, and it is itself contained in o ne of 
them w ith the p ostmark " MELBOURNE N O 2 94." 

I think this could well be the start of their use. 
The front cover of the booklet has a sketc h showing that advertising space 

is to ·let by "The Patent Postal E nve lope Advertising Co. Ltd. J. Bear, ~1 a nager". 
T he text of the booklet shows the idea behind the scheme: 

An assured circulation is a sine qua 1UJn in all adver tis ing media. 
T he aid of the Postal Delivery Service i..~ enlisted in distributing and circulating t he 

advertisements with rhe sanction of the Postal Authorities. 
A T wo-penny Postage Stamp, E nvelope and W riting Mate ria~ to be Sold for One 

Penny ! ! ! 
A One-penny Stamp and E nvelope for One H alf-penny! ! ! 
T he Manager of the above Company, in presenting his compli ments to advertisers, 

craves Leave to call their attention to 'The Pa.tent Envelope Advert isi ng Booklet, as the 
most novel, interesdng, and valuable advertising medium ever offered to them fo r t he 
following reasons: 

l. That the mere fact of an E nvelope and a two-peinny stamp being purchasable for one 
pcrmy - and similarly, but w ith a o.n.e penny stamp, for a half-penny, must create 
universal attention, interest and amusement. 

2. T hat inseparable from every envelope so sold (and enclosed therein ) w ill be one of 
the Advertising Booklets - every ·lea f of which will bear a portion o.f the postage 
stamp embossed. 

3. That these booklets w ill be interleav1cd with spl endidly drawn comic pictures and 
funny rhymes so arranged as to draw attenti on to - and not detract fro m - the 
advertisements. 

4. That the Envelope, with bookleit enclosed, will not exceed t an ounce in weight, 
leaving a foll half ounce for the enclosure as a sealed letter - and an ou nce and a 
half in the penny ones for accounts, c irculars, monthly statements, etc. 

5. 1'hat a newspaper dies, practically, in. twelve hou rs, whereas th:'! booklet is always 
alive and current, an d always interesting. . . . It must also be borne in mind that 
although the circulation of a newspaper is large it goes to, and is read by the sam e 
persons day by day. 

6. T hat for the above reason it is a fa ir assumption that a 10,000 issue of the Booklet 
will be passed from hand to hand unti l it has been seen and rea•d by at least 100,000 
persons and taken into thousands of homes wher·e· it will rcma.i n a constant source of 
amusement to young and old. 
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7. That rhe amusing illustrations and letter-press wi ll be varied in every issue dealing 
with loca l and topical subjects, so that eac h issue wi ll be looked for and· eagerly read. 

8. That the advertiser is assured of rhe number and rapid circulation; the Postal Depru:t
ment being the distributors. 

9. That the scheme is being canied out with the ful1l sa nction of the Postal Aurhoritiies. 
10. That the advertiser, whi le he is not bound to use the Patent E nvelopes, ca n by doing 

so, save a large portion of the cost of his a d verti~crncnt. For instance: "Say he pays 
£ 4 for a page advertisement, and the Co. supply h.im with 300 of the 2 penny stamped 

envelopes, at one penny each, he wi ll recoup himself £1. 5s., thus reducing the cost 
of his ad ,·ertisement to £2. 15 s. 

For further particu lars, apply to the .\lanagcr personally, by letuer or telephone. 

Note the address -

Te lephone, 12.+6 101 QUEE I STREET 
.\1ELBO RNE. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Mr Campbell Paterson, M .ll .E. 

J\lr Campbell Paterson, of A uck land, New 
Zealand, producer of the unique loose-leaf 
Catalogzte of N ew Zealand Stamps and well · 
known specia list dealer, received the M.B.E,. 
in the Queen's Birthday Honours. 

Guil/1111.r:'s Aircraft in Sydney 
Dr Lindsay Sharp, Director of the 

1\lluseum oif A pp lied Arts and Sciences, 
Sydney, d:scloscd during an ABC Science 
Show recent ly that t he Bleriot monoplane 
in whi ch M. Marcel Gui llaux flew t he first 
Melbourn e-Sydney airmai l in July 1914 was 
in storage at the Museum. 

The aircraft is depicted on the 5 d and 
2/ 3 stamps issued in 1964 to commemorate 
t he fifti eth anniversary of the flight. 

"Tb e Col01nbo" 
H ow many New Zea land coll ectors lmow 

of t he Full Face Qu eens once called 
"Colombos"? 

Mr L. N . Williams restored them IX> 

philatelic notice in an article on The Cape 
Triangular 4d Black in Stamp Collecting on 
I February 1979. 

These were the stamps on t he mail r·C
covcred from the wreck of the Colombo 
on Minicoy Island , southernmost of the 
Laccadive Islands, in the Indian Ocean, on 
19 November 1962. 

"The penny vermillion was dirty black, 
the tw opence blue red became a very dark 
blu~ , and the shiHing green nearly black," 
he wrote ·- sec The Stamp Collector's Maga· 
zine, vol I, p. 158 (November 1963). 

The disco.loured stamps were known at 
the time as "Oo lomhos" . 

The Colombo wreck was thirty-two years 
before the wreck of the W airarapa on the 
Great Barrier Island, N ew Zealand, on 
28 April 1894, which emphas ised the need 
for better communiicat:on between the 
island and Auckland and in the days before 
the Great Barrier Island pigeon-posts. 



THE MISSING PENNY REDS 
HY E. K EITH DITTER/CH 

Thir ty years ago, when there was a dearth of variety in the designs of 
Austra lian stamps, many collectors specialised in the issues of the late King Geo·rge 
V, perhaps more in the penny red issues of 19 14 forward than in any other va lue. 

By the time of the issue of the 1952 Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue, a 
very full analysis had been made of the many shades and printing vari eties that 
coul d be located if a collector cared to buy used penny reds in q uantity, say, 
at 2/ - a hundred. 

Then came a reaction. T o collect penny reds, one had to be a student with 
very sharp eyes, not only for shades but also for plate va rieti es. Nevertheless, 
the search was usuall y worth while, for those with the time and the patience to 
undertake it. 

For most, however, there were too many new issues, not only in A ustrali a, 
but in the T erritories overseas. 

Consequently , it was felt that a simplification of the ca talogue might make 
the task o f the co llector less arduous. T he 1979 C.S.C, for example, eliminates 
quite a few of the old numbers; 14, 15!, 20, 20t, 2l t, 28!, 32t, 61, 62 ! , 67, 69, 70, 
70t, 72, 72 t , 76 and 78. 

Thus, the modern collector has less choice in his classifi cfl tion; but the snflg 
is that w hereas, under the old classifications, a place could be fo und, if one 
searched hard enough, for any penny red; now the co llector will find many 
specimens difficult to place, for the simple reason that the appropriate numbers 
are no longer listed. 

More than that, whereas the old classification had many sub-shades, the new 
one simplifi es to extremes. 

The ea rl y G. 11 , a late issue of 19 14, bright red (aniline), sub-shades pale 
red, scarlet red, red pink, is now shown as " bright red group, some shades 
aniline". The old G. 12, "salmon red (a niline), sub-shades sca rl et sa lmon, light 
sa lmon oily ink, is now simply " pale red g roup" . 

T he fact is that the old cl assification is correct; and is verifi ed by D. M. 
Neil 's monumental li sting of the dates and shades issued during the 1914- 18 war 
and afterwards. 

Indeed, the lists could easily be made more complex; G .1 2 has many shades 
of sa lmon ; but, at any ra te, a collector will , sooner or later, find a place for his 
stamp, using the old li st. 

Variations Due to Shortage of R ed Dye 

T here are many " penny reds" which, in fact, are not red, the immense 
varieti es in shading being due to the fac t that the orig inal red dye could not be 
obtained from Germany, because of the war. Consequently, it was necessary to 
mix in with the red dye many other inks, but always in the hope that some sort 
of red w ould eventuate. 

The ea rl y classic illustration of this fac t is the appearance, in December 1914 
of the rose lilac shade, form erly li sted as G. 14. Dated copies of this stamp exist ; 

90 
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it is somewhat simi lar to another stamp issued in early 1918, classified as lilac 
pink (G.28~, also dropped from the cata logue, often inverted watermark). Both 
stamps are very unusual, and both arc recognised hy D. M. Neil. Orlo-Sm.ith's 
li st, dated A ugust 1939, verifi es and prices G. 14 at 20/- (dated). 28! was li sted 
at 30/- in the 1952 cata logue. 

A dark red (Jul y 19 15) is also li sted as ISL there arc two shades of this 
number, which is di st.inctivc, but not so far off the "hcatcn t rac k" as G.14. 

Two others, well worth a place in the li st, arc the former numbers 20 and 
20!. The first is a deep scarlet ani line on semi-surfaced paper; li sted by Colenso 
Bio gg as December 19 16; not quite the sa me as the rough paper issue known 
as G .60. G.20t is a bright red sa lmon, not rare, hut quite different, also from 
December 1916. 

No. 2 It was pale or bright lil ac rose; a dull shade which appeared .in April, 
19 17; another shade in July . In my classification these appear to relate to the 
rough paper issue known as G. 62 !, pink carmi ne, issued in August 19 17. It is a 
quite distinctive shade of G.2 1; and lil ac rose is quite a different kettle of fish 
from the G. 14 rose lilac! Also, it has no simi larity to the next missing shade; the 
lil ac p =nk issue known as 28t, issued in J anuary, 191 8 according to D. M. Neil, 
and February hy Colcnso Blogg. The stamp lacks the robustness of G.28 or G.29, 
althnugh the catalogue used to record various depths of shade. Those I have seen 
are inverted watermark. Ignori ng the 28t classification, they wou ld need to be 
regarded as a shade of G.28, now simply classified as " pink group" as comp~red 
with the former alternatives of "pink (pa le, bright, dull rose pink, cerise, orange 
pink )." 

Then the old 32-}, plum or maroon shades, is certain ly not carmine, nor is it 
brownish red. Undoubtedly it was issued around August, 1918 in shades of 
maroon, bright, deep, plum, brownish plum. Stamps with postmarks relating to 
Digger Loan Bonds or dated in hte 19 18 a re often a puzzle, unless 32! is recalled. 

The Rough Paper lsmes 
The present G.60, red group, aniline, pale to intensely deep, covers the old 

G.60: "sca rl et anil ine, bright, deep and dull "; also G.6 1 which is "deep red, an iline, 
brown rose, deep blood red." These arc ve ry attractive shades, parallel to the 
G.18 scarlet group, and arc worthy of some classification. 

Likewise, the old G.62t, pink carmine, issued in August, 191 7, according to 
Colenso Blogg, is certai nl y not carmine ; nor is it to be confused w ith the still 
listed brown pink. (G.64). 

So far as the 1918 rough papers arc concerned, G.67 was a rose pink of 
February 191 8; 70 was a deep rosine, of February 19 18; they were helpful classi
fications, but arc not a great loss, but the o ld G.70!, damson is quite 
distinct and was one of many shades coming from February 1918, w hen the 
shortage of red dye was considerable. There were dull reds, known as G .72 
(quite common in March 1918); but the major loss is the old 72{, sa lmon, dull 
or bri g-ht, a very different shade, my copy of Die 1 dated May and the Die 2 
not clear, but both were verified by the late Mr Frank Thornhill. These are 
scarce and would be impossible to place in the present list. My copies are very 
fluorescent w hen lamped. 

As far as Nos. 76 and 78 are concerned, they were originally "red brown 
(dull. deep and bright) " and "orange brown (yellow-brown, venetian red, 
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chocolate red) ." The absence of 76 does not matter much, but G.7 8 covered 
many shades, getting to the ultimate nea r-end-o f-the-wa r stage, w hen penny reds 
had turned into penny browns! Colenso Blogg listed eleven shades in the G. 77 , 
G.78 issues; many are not maroon; G.78 is worth keeping if only for the orange
brown shade. W e may differ in the words we use to classify th e shades; but the 
fact that there are many va riations remains. 

Used or Unused? 

The unused shades are more attractive, but the dates and sloga ns on the used 
often verify the classifica tion. G. 13 t, rose red, a 1914 shade, is better confirmed 
by a pre- 1917 postmark, to make sure it is not a shade of G.2 1; a G .14 dated 
Feb., 1915 is certain ; w hat appears to be a mint G. 14, rose lil ac, could be confused 
with a G.28t, lilac pink; also, checking through a selection · of plate varieties, like 
the Run N fault, is not only useful in seeing how th e plates were subj ect to 
change, but the stamps themselves varied in shade at the different stages. Colenso 
Blogg listed 375 shades, but most, if not all could be pl aced in the 1952 listing 
of the Specialists' Catalogue; but w ith th e present cata logue, many would be 
problem cases. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
New Zealand Ink Puzzle 

T he September issue of P from A con
tained ain editorial note on New Zea.land 
Inks drawing aittent ion no an a.rticle in The 
Philatelist, January 1979, on Vol l of De 
L a Rue's Ink Recipe Boole w ith reference 
to fugitive inks suppl ied to New Zealand, 
1867-73. 

T he author of the article noted t hat t he 
Full Faces on issue at the time approximated 
these colours, and asked, "Did John Dav ies, 
the prinner, mi x: his dry colour with some 
solvent t hat made the colours fast?" 

Mr Marcel Stanley, R.D P., F .R.P.S.L., of 
Wellington has answered in the August 
number of The Philatelist (p. 340). 

He says he is sure that th e mystery 
deV1eloped from so me 1of the headings in the 
book, which read "New Zea land Postage". 
T he inks sent in 1867 were, in fact, used , 
for N.Z.'s first revenue stamps. 

Design of Victoria's Engraved 
"Queen on Throne" 

T he July-August issue of the London 
Philatelis.t (p. 90) has a joint article by 
Messrs Robson Lowe and J. R . W . Purves. 
"Vioooria: T he Queen on Throne Designs, 
1852-56. A Clarificat ion." 

T his is an ana lys is of w hat is known 
about the designs for w hat became the 

Line-Engraved Queen on T hrone, ( J d 
Yell ow-gree n, 6d Bright-Bl ue. 1856-58 
(S.G. 42, 43,), based on events in England 
and V ictoria. 

T heir conclusion: "So all we ca n say of 
these two designs (the l d and 6d ) is t hat 
they were 'engraved by Pe·rkins Bacon 
after a design· by H enry Corboul d .' 
Co rbould, incid entally, had die d in 1844." 

A negative resuk? No. An intrigu ing 
art icle. 

Corroborative Eviden ce 
T he Royal Ai rcraft Establishment, Fa rn

borough, is Britai n's major aero nautica l re
search centre. One Divis ion in vestigates 
aircra ft accidents. 

From Stephen Barlay, Aircrasb Detective: 
"These puzzle-s o•lvin g exercises at Farn

borough lack al l che elements of heroism and 
romanticism to be fou nd in o t1her lcinds of 
life -sav ing detective work . T he sobering 
graveyard of sometimes hu ndreds of airc raft 
wreckages under the window w ill always 
see to t hat, and the men who ·do such work 
are merely fi ghting for t he preservation of 
sanity. T here is constant and intense activity 
aborut the place. T here is plenty of gaiety, 
too. A nything goes th at keeps the min d 
away from tragedy." 

T he R .A.E. Philatelic Society has two 
hundred members. It meets foirtnightly. 
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Aerogramme History 101 
Butler, A. R . awarded Crawford Medal for The Departmental Stamps of Soutb Australia 56 
Chapman, Ray, MB.E., has surviving members of 1928 Exhibition Committee as 

guests at 1978 National Stamp Week Dinner 
Cooke, J . B., First Commonwealth Stamp Printer, addressed (Royal) Phila.tclic Society 

of Viotoria, 1915 65 
Dieterich, Rev E. K., awarded M.B.E. 47 
EX1hibitions; Details of 1980 Exhibitiions 52 
Expert Committees, History of - Foundation Bulletin article nooe,d 77 
Farthing, J . N., Managing Direcnor, Stanley Gibbons Ltd. attends R .P.S.V. Meeting, 

6; presents antique map of Australia to Society, 61; presents Si lver Platter to Mrs 
P. PUJ:ves 56 

Garrard, Mrs Dell, awarded J . H . Smyth Medal 86 
Houston, G. T ., R.P.s.L., oh:tuary 96 
Jansen, A., flew from Adelaide to attend R.P.S.V. meeting 6 
Kellow, G. N., gains Ph.D. 47 
Ouher Side of the Picture, The (J. R. w. Purves), 5; G. T . vVhitc takes O\'Cr, 61 
Paterson, Campbell, awarded M.B.E. 89 
Peace, B. R., attends R.P.S.V . meeting 6 
Philaoolic Society formed at McMurdo Base, Antarctica, 65 
Purv·es, J. R . W., obituary, 33; Val edictory, 30; Last public appearance was at Brighton 

Philate.lic Society's Rowland Hill Exh ibition, 29; R .P.S.V. Farewell Tribute, 32; 
youngest philatelist to sign R.D.P., became sen·ior R.D.P.., 45 ; 1937 prophecy that he 
would be "the worl·d's leading philatelist", 45; might have been great political figure, 
45; was Stanley Gibbons' Victoria list his most important work? 45; dccline·d to 
have portrait on J. R. W. Purves Award, 37; memorials planned, 55; R.P.S .V. 
Memorial, a series of books 81 

Tributes: The Royal Philatelic Society, London., 42; Royal Philarelic Society of 
Victoria, 32, 42; Royal Sydney Philatelic Club, 43; Royal Philatelic Society of ew 
Zealand, 44; Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, 44; The Phi.latelic Association of 
New South Wales, 43 ; The Philatelic Found'.ldon, 66; Queensland Ph '. latelic Socic-ty, 
66; Polish Philatelic Society of Austra lia 67 

Hugh M. Campbell, R.o.P., 40; John Gartner, R.D.P., 41; Marcel Stanley, R.D P., 

44; Dr K. J . McNaught, R.D.P., 67; E. G. Creed, 38; Robson Lowe, 39; Morven Bond, 
44; Lewis C. Viney, 66; Dr Donald Pearce, 67; Tan T. Hamiluon, 82; Rev. J. C. W. 
Brown, 82; Mrs Patricia Rock 

PUJ:ves, Mrs P ., appreciation for her sacrifices for philately, 32; J . N. Farthing presents 
si lver platter intended to be given to her husband 

Robertson, Kenneth, A., vice-presi·denr of MTPE.X, obituary 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists : Board meets at Buckingham Palace, 10; J. R. W. 

Purves, youngest signatory, became senior signatory, 
Royal Aircraft Establishment Philatelic Society, relief from strain 
Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand, 90th Anniversary 

82 

;6 
74 

35, 45 
92 

6 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victo1ria, 26, 78; Governor (Sir Henry Winneke) v1s1ts 

Headquarters, l ; was addressed by J. B. Cooke, first Commonwealth Stamp Printer, 
in 1915, 65; I. Jansen flies from Adelaide to atnend meeting, 6; B. R. Peace a1ttends 
meeting, 6; J . N. Farthing attends meeting, 6; presents antique map of Austra li a, 61; 
farewell tributes to J. R . "\V. Purves, 32, 42 ; library gifts, 52, 65; Hea·dquartcrs 
figures on TV 47 

26, 102 
3, 46, 57 

68 
61 
2 

Royal Sydney Philatelic Club 
Trail of Commonwealth, The (Bill Eustace ) 
Turnbull, Mrs P. L., F.R.P.S.L., Plated Malta No 1, 68; Obituary, 
White, G. T ., F.RP.S.L., takes over "The Other Side of the Picture" 
Wilson, Mrs Nita M., F.R.P.S.L. 

COUNTRIES 

Antarctica 
Philatelic Society formed at McMurdo Station 

ii 

65 



Australia 
Commonwea lth Parliament Talks About Stamps (H . L. Chisholm ) 63 
"Penny Reds" withdrawn from catalogue ( E. Keith Ditterich ) 90 
1932 Po-tal Forgeries. Official account by P. Golias, Anstralirm Stamp Bulletin, noted 56 

RacehOJs~ issue.. Sheet number positions 1·ary between first and second printings 32 
20c Racehorse Orange-brown paper under U/V light , 4; absence of sma ll blue 

guide-lines on ~e l vedge. \ iVas there a second blue cylinder? 4; Fr.ea k variety 
shows Tulloch beaten by "ghost horse" 4 

20c Year Olf the Chiid cream and white papers 83 
20c Ferry. White paper under U / V light : Shadow in centre und er funnel, 2; varies, 
20c Railways. Two papers - bright wh ite and dull under U /V 47 
50c R ai lways. Two shades of sky, pink and bluish wh ite U/V reactions 47 
20c River Boats and Ferries. Void areas in black colour-bars 47; orange-brown 

reaction paper 47 
20c National Parks "Girraween-Mt Field . " B" in top left corner seh·edge 46; Mt 

Field, Deep blue instead o.f green. ls it changeling? 57 
40c Performing A rt::s, white paper 57 
Bird issue - second release, lamp reactions 83 

Cbrisrmas Issues 
15c 1978 Gree ni;'h and w hite gums, 3; 1979 lam p reactions 83 

Booklets 
20c Bird Booklets. Derails 46 

Postal Statiouery 
20c Pre-stamped E111·elopes. Bird Series. Large Stamp Envelope-Rosell a. H elicon 

frame missing, Rainbow L-Orikeet, no helicon in frame, Rose Robin, partially 
non-Helicon 57 

Wrappers end-ope ning instead of top-opening, 57 
:\Tewspaper, 25c on 7c issued in mid-January 3 

Air Mail 
Melbourne-Sydney 19 14. Guillaux's Ai rcraft stored in Sydney Mu~eum 89 
British Solomon Islands 

C. M. vVoodford, philarc.list. Letter addressed to Mrs \ iVoodford b~a rs earliest 
known framed British Solomo n Islands Paid frank 

Caroline Islands 
(German Period ) Forged Yap and Ponape postmarks 65 

Christmas Js.land 
Christmas 1978. Perforation "hiccup" foreshorten~ sramps by 2 mm. 57 

Fiji 
C. M. vVoodford, philatelist 

Mariana Islands 
(German Period) Forged Saipan postmarks 

Marshall Islands 
(G::.rman Period ) Forged Jaluit and Nauru postmarks 

New South Wales 
More Late Fee Markings (Lester G. Shepard) 
The Postal History of t he Riverina (Dale F.. Forster ) 

New Zealand 
Id Orange, star watermark, 1862-64 
Full Faoe "Changelings" from Colo111bo wreck 
I/- Full Face on star paper, Jeffry's Forgery on blue paper, forged postmark 
\ iVhere were the first sheets of the Jd 1898 Pictoria ls issued? 
References to inks supplied ro New Zea land 1867-73, in De La Rue's Tnk 

Recipe Book, Vol. 1 
Queensland 

1899 t d. London Philatelist article noted 
Postal Saa.tionery (P. Golias) 
Cancellations and Postal Markings (H . . \'1 . CampbcJ J) 

iii 
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Postage Paid- In Coin C'Vompah) and Postage Paid Cash (M illchcstcr ) 
More Late Fee Markings (Lester G. Shepard) 

Samoa 
Samoa Express- Plating details of Sta.re 11 Id and 5 /- in Tbe Postage Stm11ps of 

New Zen/and amended. Article in New Zealand Stamp Collector noted 
(German Period ) Forged Apia postmarks 
Official Paid frank in pmple, .instead of red ( 1979) 

South Austra lia 
"Long Stamps." Page numbers found on " Postage and Re1·enuc" immediately 

before I 902 issue and laner "Postage" issues 
Rd Thin "Postage'', fast printing was 36,000 sheers, about 20,000 with rcd-hrown 

overprint 
1/ - T h:n "Postage", 1902-first printing in pale brown was 36,000. Red-brown 

overprint not yet seen 
Using of surplus Id paper began before "Commonwealth" stamps, and probably 

followed the 5/- paper 
T asmania 

64, 74 
10 

10 
65 
52 

6 

5 

Bournbank private handstamp (L . C. Viney) 69 
Crown Seals. Wax Impressions found (R. L. Askcland) 13 
List of offices of which no marking is kn own or marking known but no c.d.s., 

1913-70 58 
Victoria 

Ts Stanl ey Gibbons' Victoria list ]. R . vV. Purves' most im.portant work? 45 
Queen on T hrone Design article noted 92 
Advertising E nvelo pes of the 1890s (G. T. White) 88 
The Postal History of the Riverina (Dale E. Forster ) 7, 48 

Western Australia 
T he first 4d, 6d and 1/-. W hat the stories 1eveal (Brian Pope ) 84 
P rovisional Posta l Stationery of \Vestern Australia, 1905 (R . Lloyd-Smith ) 11 
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Hawthorn Press, The: Tin HawtbMn Press Philatelic Publications, December 1978 23 
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MYSTERIES OF THE N.S.W. POST AGE £1 
By ROBSON LOWE 

Recently Mrs Grace Gordon Kaye showed me a page of New South Wales 
stamps overprinted SPECIMEN" among which was the£ ! with the 19 111111 overprint 
double, a va riety T had not seen befo re. 

The late G. J. Hutson recorded that 100 of this stam p was overprinted 
SPEC IMEN in this ty pe. Mr A. R. Butl er, in hi s art icle "Specimen Stamps of New 
South Wa les" in The Lo11do11 Philatelist ( Februar:v 1967, p. 45) records 100 copies 
issued in 1Vlay 188 6. Mr Butler observes that the ty pe face and Specimen issu ing 
poli cy of that time support this sta tement . 

The first 10/- and £ l va lues of New South Wales were the fi scal stamps 
overprinted POSTAGE w hi ch were printed in O ctober 1885. They were intended 
for use on telegra ms but were used for postage. U p to the discovery of this 
example, thi s stamp overprinted SPEC L\t EN has only been know n to us with the 
13 mm overprint in lower case ty pe of w hi ch the records state th at 1200 were 
made in March 1892 and 200 in .\'IJ v 1894 . At the same time 1200 and 200 
stamps of the orig inal printing were overprinted REPRl :'\T. 

The basic stamp was printed in sheets of JOO, in two panes of fifty . l t is 
possible that the overprint was app lied to one pane at a time. 

The 1886 £1 is one of the rarest stamps in the British Empire but far from 
being the most valuable. With blac k POSTAGE overprint it is only know n used 
(and overprint SPECIMEN or REPIU NT). With blue overprint it is on lv kno w n 
unused. 

Printings according to Basset Hull 's records were as follows. 

l Oct. 1885 I 00 sheets of I 00 perf. I I t 12 X I 0 I 0,000 
11 May 1886 10 sheets of I 00 overprinted perf. 11 ~. 12 1,000 

11 ,000 

None \ l'<lS issued until .\'Lw 1886. 

Disposa l of th e above: 
Sold to the public: 1886 -+I 1887 11 ( 5 of these 

1888-30 - all black POSTAGE overprint 
Prese11tatio11 copies blue POST AGE overprint 
Overprimed SPECIM EN 19 777777 /011g 

were overprinted OS) 
82 

100 

i\ilay 1886 bl ack POST AG F overprin t 100 
Overprinted Specime11 I 3 11m1 lo11g 

(a) March 1892 1200 (a ll blue overprint) 
(b ) 18 Jan. 1894 100 wi th a further overprint O S (printing I) 
(c) .\rtay 189+ 200 (a ll bl ack overprint ) 1,500 

Overprinted R eprint 
( cl ) 1\!f arch 1892 1200 ( blue overprint) 
(e) May 189+ ( bl ack overprint) 

Destroyed 1897 approximately 

93 

1,2 00 
200 

7,900 

11,082 
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This is 82 sta111ps 111 o rc than the numbers prin ted if the records are correct. 
Of course it is possible that the approxi111ately 7900 destroyed was rea ll y 78 18. 
Mr Butl er , w ho has 111 ade a deta iled study of both Specimen overprints and 
repr ints of the old Austra li an colonies, te ll s me he has yet to sec exa111plcs of either 
va ri eties (a) or (e). 

The late G. J. Hutson, in hi s masterl y w ork T he Stamps of New South 
vVales proved that the fir st printing of I O,oo·o must have been w ith blue overprint 
and the second and rarer p ri nting in black. 

Tt might be worth noting that five of the blue POSTAGE were furth er over
printed O S with the single posta l stationery die. Three of the five copies o rdered 
are known to still exist , t wo of w hic h are in the Roya l coll ection, one having 
the overprin t double; all arc grossly o ff centre. 

The £ 1 fi sca l stamps overprinted POSTAGE were onl y in issue a sho rt while 
as the Centenary 20/- was issued on 2 7 April 1888. The de111a nd ca nnot have 
been grea t , and in the two years they were on sa le onl y 77 copi es arc recorded 
as having been so ld , plus fi ve overprinted O S. 

F urther questions to w hic h we would like to know the answers are: 
I. As the firs t printing was not issued until ;\1 ay 1886 ( during w hich 111onth 

24 copies were so ld , 2 in July, 5 in September, 10 in November ), w hy was the 
second printing made in the sa me mont h? M r Butler th ;nks the anS'WCr may be 
to 111atch th e number of 5/. 

2. As there was such a large stock, w hy were 2450 reprints made and 
fur ther overprinted OS in bl ack in July 1895? These are the second NSW 
watcr111ark and the surface of the paper ca lendered. 

!Vlr Butl er thinks that these were current revenue sta 111ps and onl y the O S 
and POSTAGE overprints were reprints and it is possibl e th at th e package of 79 
sheets had been mislaid . Tn any event the 1895 sets were designed to be att racti ve 
colours an d sa lea bl e and stamps on the later paper lent t hemselves to th is obj ect. 

3. Why was a second reprint of 2000 made in July 1897 (aga in th e second 
watermark) w hen there was still a re 111aindcr o f 7900 of the ori ginal printing in 
s:ock w hich were destroyed sho rtl y afterwa rds? 

4. Both M r Hutson and Mr Butl er record that 100 copi es o f this 19 mm 
SPF.CTMEN overprint were made in May 1886 but th e~' had not seen the stamp 
with SP ECTMEN double. Therefore, there are two possibilities to be deduced from 
its existence - either there were t wo sheets of I 00 overprinted SP F. C IMRN instea d 
of one sheet or th e SPl<: C !ME:\1' overprint was onl y applied to two panes of fi fty. 

5. lOO each of the 5/-, 10/- and £ 1 arc recorded with the 19 111m SP EC IMEN. 

lt is unl ikely that the printers would set up thi s overprin t 100 times o r even 50 
ti mes to provi de suc h a s111all quantity. l woul d suggest that thi s SP ECIMEN 

overprint was set up in fi ves and each ho rizontal row of each p ane overp rinted 
separa tely . 

Mr Butler thinks that this theory is probabl y correct. The survival ra te of 
SPECIMEN overprint is hig h and the doubk overprint wo uld have been r ecorded 
earlier if there had been more. Tn the Hutson co ll ection there is an cxa111ple of 
th e £ 1 w ith the word POST AGE slightly double. 

If any reader has examples of this va lue w hic h would ex tend the known 
kn owledge we would like to hea r fro 111 the111. The £ 1 w ith bl ack overprint 
perforated 13 instead of 12 has been chronicled, but those few exa111ples that I 
have seen had fo rged POST AGE overprints. 
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Recently, there was occasion to examine a used £1 wi th black overprint for 
authenticity. The basic fiscal stamp \\'aS genuine hut it had been fiscally used, 
black POSTAGI·: had been forged and forged cance ll ations added. 

The exami nation of this stamp attracted my ;•tttcntion to the gen uine POSTAGF. 

overprint ca using me to record two facts which I had not previously noted. 
Firstly, the bar through POSTAGE: is part of one overprint and by the constant 
breaks shou ld be easil y plated. Second ly, the horizontal bar on the genuine is 
belo\\' the horizonta l bar of the A, the central serif of the c and the central tongue 
of the E. On such forged examples th Jt I have examined, the bar runs exactly 
ha lf-way LIP the letters. 

A11d the 3d 1885 ·with OS i11 Red 

vVhile I was writing these notes two blocks of the 3d secon d Crown/NSW 
wate rmark line perf. 12 X I I issued Decem ber 1885 overprinted O S in red 
arri ved for an opinion. The normal but rare 3rd perf. 13 with this overprint 
was isslled in December 1879 at the same time as the 8d vc llow. 

There is no doubt that the two blocks arc from the 'same sheet, the centering 
of both stamps and watermark estab li sh this. Without the overpri nt, the stan-ps 
are common (Gibbons 225d). My c uriositv \Vas arollsed bv Gibbons' statement, 
"Other stamps are k11o't:..·11 't:..'ith the red o~•erprim but the.ir status is i11 doubt". 
l wondered w hat t he "status" could be. Forged overprints would not invite such 
a comment and there is no record of the 3d. bei ng reprinted. The red OS is 
genu ine without doubt as one stamp has the misp laced s variety. 

D avid Parsons did some research in the li brary and in the London Philatelist 
(March 1903, pp. 56, 58), finding some notes by \1 . P. Castle which throw some 
light on the matter but make it more confused. An 1886 letter from S. H. 
Lamb.ton, Secretary to the Post Office, Syd nc:' , was quoted concerning the os 
overprints. 

At first the who le series, with the exception of the 1 d., were surcharged in red, but 
on ly as an essay, it being found that on many of the series the red was not suitable. 
When the time came for the issue th e: black series were sent our (the Is. in red), but 
owing to the demand at first being so great, t he Goyernment Printing Office was obliged 
to issue some of their proof sheets in red, hence w hat I have called "essays ''. The 
officials there on ly acknowledge the issu.e of the 2d., 3d., and 8d. in red, but I ha1•e 
other va lues postmarked - the 4d., 5d., 6d., 9cl., and !Od., though the 5d., 9d., and 10d. 
were never subseq uently issued with the black surc harge. 

With the letter, Lambton enclosed his official circu lar dated 17 December 
1879 giving notice of the issue of the stamps overprinted os. 

So what is the status of these 3d. with the red overprint? As the basic 
stam ps were not issued until December 1885 they cannot be confused wi th the 
red tri al overprints w hi ch came out when the os were first issued in December 
1879. 

So are they o ld stock with a reprinted os in red made in ,\larch 1892 or July 
1895 w ith the 5/- Map watermark 5/-? 

In the reference co ll ection there is the contemporary 8d. line perf. 11 
( December 1885) and the I/- perf. I Ot X 11 t (not known issued) both over
printed in red. Both stamps have the three ovals ca nce ll ations in one corner 
and I suspect that the basic 1/- is acnrnlly a reprint. 
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T he reprints (Hutson, p. I 06) comprised 158 sets of thirty-two cancelled 
NS\N in three ova ls, I 00 sets cancelled w ith GPO in three ova ls, fifty of the last 
being further overprinted "Specimen". Nearly all the basic stamps were originals 
and in some case, so were the os overprints. 

My verdict on the two blocks of 3d. is "genuine basic stamp v.:ith reprinted 
os overprint i11 red, made July 1895". They bck the ova l cancellation but 1 can 
see no other category in which they logica ll y fit . 

OBITUARY 
Mr G. T. HOUSTON, F.R.P.S.L. 

One of Melbourne's best-known philateli sts, Mr George T. I-:louston, has died 
after a long illness. 

Mr Houston, who was 67, was born in Budapest, and for nearly 20 years had 
charge of a family company in Egypt manufacturing cotton derivatives. 

He came to Australia in 1949 and established E. Houston of Australia Pry Ltd, 
general importers and distributors. 

A large, cheerful personality, with a magnificent philatelic knowledge, he was 
known to most of the collectors of the city. 

Mr Houston had noted col lections of Egypt and Austria, and, as he told the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria at his last display, in April, he was "a collector 
of many countries - a collector who likes ~o collect stamps and issues with a 
facet that appeals to him." 

On that occasion he had his display listed in the sy llabus as "Surprise", and it 
was. It embraced Austra lian Commonwealth and al l States, and ranged from 
stamps and locals to perfins and postal forgeries. 

Postmarks were another particular interest. 
Exh_ib ition awards included a silver medal for Egypt at ANPEX 1950, and 

ANPEX 1970, and si lver-gi lts at MlPEX 1963 and ANPEX 1972, where he 
also gained a silver medal. 

He joined the Royal Ph_ilatelic Society of Victoria soon afiter his arrival in 
Vlelbourne and served a term on its Council. He was prominent in the Victorian 
Philatelic Association from its foundation, was its public relations officer from 
1952 to 1955, vice-president, 1955-57 and president from 1966 to 1969. 

He gave displays to many societies and worked for the popularisation of the 
hobby, particularly by Moomba exhibitions. 

Mr Houston joined the Royal Philatelic Society, London, in 1954, becoming a 
Fellow a few years later, and a Life Member. H e was also a member of the 
Egypt Study Circle, London. 

Besides stamps he collected Chinese porcelain, ivory, and jade, and Oriental 
carpets. 

His son, Mr Geoffrey Houston, is a member of the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria. 



TASMANIAN CROWN SEALS AND 
WESTERN LINE T.P.0 .s 

B!J JOI-IN AVERY 

The new date on Tasmanian Crown Seals produced by Mr L. C. Viney 
(Hobart, P from A, March 1978) included one of particular interest. 

This is West Birralce F .B. (Type 3 in my classification, P from A, June 1969, 
p. 39). 

This designates the Free Bag service to Birralee West, which began on 
21.7.47. 

It is a gem, since free bag services naturally had no other "cancellation". 
This per favour strike indicates that many other free bag services may have had 
similar seals. 

Mr Viney brings up t'.ie point of a possible "new type" in reference to my 
Type 3 classification of circular seal, NAME, CROWN/TASMANIA, and this 
deserves an explanation which I failed to make in the original article. 

In fact, the void area of which he speaks is, for type purposes, the Crown 
area. 

These seals had the Crown impres:;ion deeply recessed . Some per favour 
examples strike - perhaps on a deep backing of blotting paper - occasionally 
depict part of the Crown. But when struck normally, that area appears as 
a circular void. Type 3 therefore stands. 

My DAISY BELL ~eal (with the WEST BIRRALEE F.B. seal cited by Mr 
Viney) is the only type introduced at that office. 

A considerable revision of the knowledge of Tasmanian Crown Seals is under 
way, following my acquisition of a consid erable number of examples, s truck 
in the Commonwealth pericd. 

Mr P. B. Edwards ( P from A, June 1977, p. 47) separated three types of 
T.P.O. WESTERN LINE/ T AS cancellations. I can now add the following 
T.P.O. Commonwealth period dates: 

T.P.O. WESTERN LI, E K(ii) : Later date, 21.6.32. 
T.P.O. 'VESTERN LINE K(iii) : Early date 7.2.24; late 9.5.32. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
The Australian Commonwealth Specialists' 

Catalogue, 1980 . . E dited by ]. P . Meara. 
274 PP/· 14 X 22 cm. Published by T he 
HawthO!rn Press, 601 Little Bour)Qe: Street, 
Melb01rnrne 3000. Recommended pr ice, 
$7.95. 
The opening pa.ragraph of Mr Meara's 

introduction to this issue of the increasingly 
valuable cat aLogue dea ls with matters good 
and bad. 

The good things, fi rst : Th.is is th:e 40cl1 
odition o.f the catal ogue, found ed by the 
late S. O rio-Smith in 1926, and it is also 
M·r Meara's 15th catalogue since he took 
over in 1965. 

The bad things: the advent of stamp 
in vesting and "the mint unhinged obsession". 

"Stamp inv1esting now is big business, 
fuelled by all world governments, and in 
Austra lia we have t he deplorable practice 
O!f classic imprint pieces being broken down 
to singles fo r monetary ga in and their study 
\·aluc destroy1ed forever," Mr Meara says, 
emphas ising the remarks made in the Review 
of t he last year's edition of the cata logue, 
(P from A March 1979, p. 22). 

"With investor demand dominating a mar
ket of de:plened material, today's aspir ing 
specialists can only wonder in w hat areas 
and to what extent they may afford to 
specialise," he adds. 

Mr Meara reports a co1T1plex marke.ting 
scene, w ith some :ssues comparatively sta tic 
and th e 5/- Sydney Bridge stabilising. 
Kangaroo and George V co nt inue to r ise, 
the O .S. faster than the ordinary issues. 
T he immedia te pre-dec imals are up too, and 
the earlier decimals even moire so. 

"Future pr ici ng must lea n towards a 
dri~u al mint-unh .nged and superb fin e used 
level," he concludes. 

There is an increa-ed number of varieties 
of the bi-colour·ed Kangaroos listed, w ith 
new illustrations and diagrams. 

T here are also new notes on the 35 ce nt 
Chr istmas 1974 and on th e National Stamp 
Week 19178 productions, with another 
diagram explaining the two fo rmats. 

Mr Meara's nones on the techniques and 
other :features of the Christmas I 974, 
ElizaberJ1 II Silve r J ubi lee, National Stamp 
Week 1976 and 1978 and the Fa mous 
Australian Avia tors issues, by bringing 
thei r attractions before the philatelic public, 
may have been responsible fo r at least some 
of the sudden interest in decimal issues. 
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The r e-writing o.f the Postage Dues 
section con.ti nues with a new intro ductoory 
note of the 1909-38 issues and a new 
diagram of the fra me-pl ate flaws. 

These are t he result o.f international 
studies by Dr A. N icholson, of V ictoria, 
and Mr P . R . W. Ba l.no n in E ngland, w ho 
are discovering the unperceivoo wonders of 
th ese stamps. 

One wonders if th e A CSC of the futu re 
will not include such things as colour 
mar kings and tonal step wedges. 

Our new issu.~s no longer provide t he 
g reia.t number of fl aws whi ch emerged in 
the Kangaroo and King George V issues to 
give delight to so ma ny coll ecrnrs fo r so 
many yea rs. But will nO!t the inc reasingly 
deeply techni ca.lly trained collectors of the 
Scientific Revoluti on want more items of 
tec hnical interest in t heir albums? 

Queensland Postal Stationery: Tbe Back
grounds and tbe Issues, by P . Co.Jlas. 51 
pp. 18 X 25 cm. Published by T he 
H awthorn Press, 601 Li ttle Bourke Street, 
Melbourne 3000. Recommended price, 
$ 10. 
It is probably a sign of· the times t hat 

this wo.r k should have been wrinren , let al0tne 
pub lished, particular ly as the bulk of it has 
already appeared as a serial in Philately 
from Australia from Septemb e:r 1976 to 
Marc h 1979. 

Not many years ago, Queensland was a 
"dead" country , and th ose who collected 
po9tal stationery, eve·n of their pct countries, 
were few and fa r between. 

T his is probably why Basset Hull 's Tbe 
Postage Stcrmps, Envelopes, Wrappers, Post 
Cards and Telegrapb Forms of Q ueensland, 
publi ~hed by The Royal Phi latelic Society, 
Lond on, in 193 0 has nev·e:r been completed 
by a second volume dealing with the postal 
stat ionery. 

No,w, the Austra lian States are enjoying 
a resurrec tion of thei r po pularity, and 
colleotors are once again turn ing their 
attention to postal stationery, so Mr Coll as' 
monogra ph is timeJy, and goes a long way 
towards completi1ng the Basset Hull work. 

Since its publica tion in serial form, Mr 
Collas has taken the opportu ni ty to include 
1 eference to essays and proo fs in Mr Ron 
Burler's coll ection, and addi tional items in 
the collections of the late Mrs Phy ll is T urn
bull and of M r Bernie Beston. 
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The work is divided into two parts. The 
first, dealing with the period 1880-97, covers, 
in different chapters, postcards (including 
reply ca rds) , envelopes, w rappers and letter 
cards; Parr T wo, cove ring 1898- 1912, leav,cs 
the postca rds ro the last, as it is the peri od 
of the Pi ctor ial Ca rds, of which Mr Collas 
gives a fu 11 description in two chapters, 
"The Scenes" and "Th e Issues". 

This work is no mere catalogue of th e 
\'arious issu es, as Mx Collas adds interest 
to his story by fill ~ng in the officia l back
ground to each issue, and t he reaction of 
the philatelic press and the general publi c 
to them. H e also takes the opportunity to 
correct some e rrors in issue dates in th e 
catalogues. 

One might have thought that th e story 
was now as complete as it is ever li ke ly 
to be, but Mr Coll as indicates in his Final 
Note that this is not so, if one includes the 
postca rds produced for the Franco-British 
Exhibition in 1908, an·d the " fn te lligcncc 
and T ou rist Bureau" series. 

These ca rds had no impressed stamp, bur 
they we.re printed by the Queensland 
Government Printer, so they had some 
official status, although they were not an 
Australian Post Office issue. The faot that 
they were pictorial ca rds adds to their 
interest, and l hope ohat Mr Collas wi ll 
late.r write an article on them . 

The work is remarkab ly free from typo
graphical errors, so that it seems alm oM 
churlish to mention those noted. I do so 
only in order that they may be corrected 
should there be a second 1cdition published . 
In the 18th line on page 4, the las t sentence 
rea ds "Border measurements arc 13.H X 
85 mm."; it is evident that this should 
1-.ead " 131.5 X 85 mm." On page 39 there 
are a few errors carried over from the 
serial form: in th e notes on ca rd No. 4, 
'top' in the first and third lines shou ld 
read 'stop'; and in the ca ption of card No. 
9, 'Char lcsv illc' should read 'Charlevi llc'. 

~n:ything that Phil Collas writes is 
always car.efully re~earched and eminentl y 
readable, and this work is no exception . 
The H awthorn Press has done its usua l 
excellent job in produci ng it, No. 29 of 
its Monograph ~cri es. 

This, and No. 28, show a "new look" 
for The H awthorn Press Monographs, w i'lli1 
white plastic-coated card covers, on whi ch 
the titl e, author, and a series of verti cal 
lines of decreasing thickness near the spine 
are in green. The change at first is rather 
startling, but it grows on you. Both author 
and publisher are no be con.gratulate<l . 

II . M . CAMPBE LL 

Tbe R oss S111itb Air Stamp, by Nelson 
Eustis. 65 pp. 14 X 22 cm. Published 
by The H awthorn Press, 60 1 Little 
Bourke Street, Melbourne 3001. Recom
mend ed price, $20. 

No one has done more for acrophilately 
in Austra li a than Mr Nelson Eustis, of 
Adelaide. Therefore c\·cryo nc will feel he 
·deserved the joy he must ha ve felt when 
he discove red in Ca nberra, at this la te date, 
a list of the addresses of th e 364 letters 
S:r Rozs Smith an·d Sir Keith Smith brought 
with them o n the inaugura l E ngland-Austra
lia flight of 1919. 

The list, with each address numbered , is 
put on record in 1\ilr E ustis's new book. 

The list does nor include any covers 
pickcdl up and delivered duri,ng t he journey, 
but all of those deli ve red to the postal 
auth orities in Melbourne appear. Nor all of 
them made the complete jom ney. 

Mr Eustis has analysed rhe -desti nation -
Australia, 32 1; Britain , 34; New Zealand, 3; 
Burma, 2; India, Papua, Sudan, and New
foundl and 1. 

From th e grouping of associated names 
or addresses, it se ~ms that the covers were 
listed as they had been ripped out of the 
bag - and perhaps more t han one perso n 
had the task of noting the addresses. 

Th ere were some surprises. There were 
no c Lwc rs for the King, the Governor
Gencral, or any State Governor. But the 
Prime Minist~ r (Mr W. M. Hughes) receiv
ed three (45, 57, 168 ) and th ere were 
si ngles for members of the Federal Cabinet. 

The Smith Brothers each se nt two letters 
to thcnrclvcs (Ross, 22, 364) and Keith (23, 
35 5) and they sent two to their fath er ( 48, 
52) and two to their mnth er (25, 354) . 

This makes it clear that the scope of 
the book extends far beyond its ti.tic. 

Mr Eustis covers the £I 0,000 prize a1 r 
race, the fate of the competitors, and the 
records of any mail they are known to 
have ca rried . 

The Postmaster at Darwin, (Mr E. J. 
Coo k ) made up an offi c ial mail nf appa
rently three letters for conveya nce south . 
These were to the Postmaster-Genera l, 
from the A dministrator to Hon. W. A. 
vVatt and to the Deputy-Postmaster-Ge n· 
era l, A·dclaid e. 

The central theme of the bo.ok is the 
Ross Smith "stamp" - postmark and adhc
si\'C label - of the differing interpretations 
of the word "stamp" in te legrams from Ross 
Sminh and " Billie" Hughes and how we 
gai ned both. 

Mr Eustis a'iso discloses that there were 
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two printings of the labe l, because the mail 
was larger than originally thought. 

He also re\·eals that a paragraph he wrote 
in the Australian Stamp Monthly in 1938, 
regarding the origin of 22 labels . on sale 
in New York, aJ lowed the Auditor-Gen
eral's Department and others to busybody 
themselves with the matter for ten years. 

And then to achieve in 1948, as the 
climax and culmination of their efforts to 
find where th ey came from (the source 
was dead by the time they found out) , the 
"destruction by defacement" of an histo-ric 
item that should have gone into the 
Australian War Mus~um - the block from 
wh ich the stamps were printed, which had 
been preserved for 28 years. 

fa: was a fit item for the war museum 
because the airmen made the flight in 
Australian Flying Corps uniform. 

The acknowledgments to people and 
printed sources con3ulted mak,e it clear that 
Mr Eustis has been involved in this project 
for years. 

It is therefore strange that he apparently 
had not seen Tl:n U.oss Smitb England
Australia Fligbt- A Postal History, by Col. 
Leonard H. Smith, Jr., of Florida (P from 
A, June 1968, p. 49) and its Supplement 
(P from A, June 1970, p. 56) in which he 
listed 94 covers, two pieces, a11d 16 uniden
tified items, a total of 112, with illustra
tions, i'.1,,his uniqu e effort to "reconstruct 
the mail. 

The literature of the flight, begun by Sir 
Ross Smith's 14,000 Miles Tbrougb the Air 
has now been enriched by three philatelic 
volumes. 

Mr Eustis has given us a most interesting 
book. All aerophihrelists and postal histor
ians involved in this field will be indebted 
to him, am:! wi ll undoubtedly enjoy what 
he has wrinten . 

T/Je De La Rue Key Plates, by Robson 
Lowe, 36 pp. 16 X 25 cm. PubEshed by 
Robson Lowe Ltd, 50 Pal l Mall, London, 
SWlY 5JZ. Price, £3. 
De La Rue's Key Plate issues are second 

only to Perkins Bacon's . l!1~e-engrav_ed 
Chalon issues, as features of Bnnsh Empire' 
issues. 

They have never enjoyed such appeal, 
nor therefore such prominence in philatelic 
display; and perhaps they have not enjoyed 
t heir fair share of philatelic literature. 

Now Mr Robson Lowe points out, with
out mention.in.g p,erkins Bacon, that in fact 
they had a far wider usage than his - and 

our - beJo,·ed Chalon heads. 
H e has found that 79 British colonies 

subsequently used the key-plate designs. 
His historical introduction shows that 

Sir Will:am Congreve im·ented a machine 
which made key-plate printing possihlc. 
De La Rue began printing revenue stamps 
by this method in 1863. 

The first w ho,lly typographed key plat ... 
stamps, made possible by impro,·ements in 
the accuracy of 1 egistration, were the 1865 
New South Wales Stamp Duty issue. The 
first postage stamps were Sr .. Christopher, 
1870. 

Tn 1888, De La Rue produced some key 
plate essays w ith lmper:um (Empire) and 
the va lu e, either on plain or lined ground, 
from the duty plate. 

The idea was that these could be used 
by Colonies requiring only small ll'umbers 
of stamps which could be recognised as 
Empire issues; and as bi-colour trials for 
colonies using this type. 

Mr Lowe began correspond:ng with ,\1r 
J. R. Whitfield, the owner of the best 
collection 10f these extant, last year, regard
ing a work on these, bur Mr VVhitfield died 
in January and Mr Lowe finished the 
task. 

"It would be misleading to record my 
name as the author, for although J ha,-e 
pushed the pen, the inspiration was Jim 
\tVhitfield's," he wrote. 

These Jmperium essays, seldom seen in 
Australia, were produced w:th the inscrip
tions P ostage Postage and Postage Revenue 
and in a modified design, Re,·enue Re\'enue, 
for both Victorian and Edward V ii i s~•1es, 
up to 1907. The same same duty plate 
could be used for all types. 

They were then followed by "Nyasaland" 
types, with Thos. De La Rue & Co. as the 
name of the issuing country. 

The company also interested itself in 
essays for Africa - Africa, South Africa, 
and State of North Africa, among others. 

The State of N. Afr ica essays, produced 
in 1894, featured the camel-riding postman, 
pre-dating the Sudan stamps of 1898 by 
four years. 

Tables showi ng the usage of the various 
key plate types, with colonies, values, 
watermarks and perforations are gi\'en as 
appendices. 

Once again .\1r Lowe has expanded our 
knowlodge and given us an enjoyable work. 
But for him, would philatelhs ever have 
had such a book? 



THE ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA 

N ew Z en/and 
A valu ed fri end and mrmhcr from Sydney, Mr 

J. S. White, brought a displ ay from his Grand 
Award collection of New Zea land , for th e SC' pteff1-
ber meeting. 

It w as a varied display of the full 
containing man y major rarities and 
covers, and covering both stamps 
history. 

face period , 
re markab lC' 

an d postal 

A highlight wns the m a tching mint hlocks of I 0 
of p late proofs of the lei , and the lei brown , of 
1872, with the re-ent ries showing in th e proofs 
still visible in th e stamps, aft e r .17 years and 
printin gs of 66,666 sheets from the pl a te. 

The displ ay o pe ned with engraving of the 
Ch a lan por trn it and its head , and the a mended 
dfo reprints for th e famous hut now regre ttably 
defunct H crts Philatelic Society's dimlf'rs 

Anothe r large block showed the irregul ar it y 
with which the impress ions on the early plat t's 
we re laid down. 

The re tou ches t o the 2d plate had lwrn rp
cons tn1 cted in both colours on star watcm1ark 
paper, and the re WC're inten•s ting studies of the 
re-entries o f th e l cl , and. of the d ete rioration of 
the p erforatin g pins nntil stamps co11lcl h e almos t 
impe rfora te. 

Single ite ms noted included the Jeffrys forgery 
on blue paper, w ith forged ca nce ll ation, and a 2cl 
1872 with part of WT & Co wa te rmark. 

A wide-ranging section on New Zea land's 
postage rates and routes of its overseas se rvicC's 
included mnny co vers with more than one va lue. 
This culmin a ted in a cover to London via ~1ar
seill es b earin g a 2d., 6cl. and l / -. 

Air-linked E111pire 
Illness prevented the schedulod display for th e 

second Septe mhe r meeting and Mr H . L. Chisholm 
fill ed in wi th n disp lay of covers showing h ow 
Imperial Airways, its associated corn p anies and 
B.0.A.C. linked the empire h y ni r . 

The display bega n wi th Impe rial Airways' fi rst 
overseas route, the Cairo- Bnsra lin k of 1927, 
when the co mpa ny took over the R.A.F.'s Cairo
Baghclad D esert Air Route and extended to Rnsrn. 

Then cam e the double exte nsion, to in augural<• 
the first Empire Air route, England- lncli n, in 
1929, with official cover nnd cachet , with the 
autograph , " A. S. Wilcockson, Pilot First Stago ... 

The huilding of the Ca pe route, with the 
restri cted "Sunrise" cover for th e London
Mwa nza stage, and the England- Australi a ex pe
rimental flig hts sh owed what n rC'mnrkahlc avia-
tion yea r 1.93 1 wns. . 

Ea~twnrd extens ions of the l ndi a n route p r<' 
ceded the introduction of the Empire Aying-h oa ts 
in 193 7, and repl acing th e landplane services. 
Tirn n the successive co nques t of thP ocenns, 
Atlantic 193 9, Indfan 1943, and P acific 1946; 
with the final servi ce, exte nsion t o Japan in 19 .5 1. 

Imperial Airways and P an-A me rican Airw ays 
had agreed th a t they woul d open th e Atlan tic 
route simultaneously, but hecanse of the Ayin g
boats needed to opera te the "All -U p" Sche me, the 
British company h ad to waive reciprocit y . 

An interestin g: cover was one b y th e first Atlnn -
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ti c servi ct', New York- Marseill es, from the head 
of Pan-A ml'r ican Airways, ~ifr Ju a n M. Trippe, to 
the Manag ing Dire ctor of Imperial Airways, Mr 
G. E. W oods Hu mphreys, w hich Mr Ch isholm fou nd 
in a Nl'w Yo rk s tamp sh op in .196;3. 

Co11rmo'llwenltb P ostnl Stat.'onery 
Postal Sta ti onery exhibits arc not a frequ ent 

feature of philateli c socie ty meetings, hut Mr j . A. 
Sinfi e ld trea tt!d me mbe rs to an impress jvc intro
ductio n to the ir interest Ht the Octobe r meetin g 
whe n hl' showed Commonwealth Pos tal St ationery. 

The displ ay was preced ed h y a com pre he nsive 
l'xplanation of the historica l and phil a teli c as pects 
of hi s subject. I t cove red le tterca rds, postcards and 
acrogrnmm es. These inclnded many rariti t!s. 

Mr Sin fi e ld sn id it was accepted th at Com 
monwealth p ostal stati onery bega n in 1911. 

Nobody kn rw how many of the illustralC'd 
lette rcards of the 1911-1914 the re were but th e 
most recen t listing, in 1970, tota ll ed 19 1 items. 

Postca rds-also b eg innin g in J 9 1 I , had a tot al 
of 67 know n va rieties . 

The re we re probab ly 40 c.ards of th e Coron a
tion post cards of that year, the first comme mo
rati ve Austra lian stati one ry prior to 1979, exce pt 
aerogrnmmes. 

The di spla y included th e full set of s ix Victor
ian scenl's from a n Aust ra lian series issu C'd lnt r 
in 19 l I . 

Jum ping to the 1976 seri es of 36 prepaid 
postcards, Mr Sinfield recullcd that 16 cards had 
been withdrawn for variou s reasons, and rC' pl accd 
with oth ers. 1 le showed a comple te set of the 
unissned ca rds. Probabl y no more than 20 sets 
exis t. 

M r Si11fi r-l d sa id an l rn q form of ] 933 was 
the pioneer of the aC'rogrnmme, and Austra li a's 
first we re th e World War IT service iss ues from 
l 94 l. 

Civil acrogrnmmes hegn n in 1944 
Norway adopted the word " Aerogram" in 194 7 

and Israel made it "aerogrnmme" in 195.1 . 

New Soul /.J TV ales 
Mr Mark Dankin , another valued inte rsta te 

exhibitor from Sydney, provjded a majestic dis
play from hi s New South Wal es coll ection nt the 
first Novemb er meetin g. 

lt r:inged over th e wh ole of N.S.W.'s issu es, 
hut concen tra ted on a rem a rkable ran ge of Sydney 
Vi e,, ·s, gath ered over .').5 yea rs. These covered 
all papC' rs nnd plate s la tes, nnd many varieties. 

First was a Id lith ographed essay by Hobe rt 
Clayton, the n Pl ate I on yell owish p ape r, Spe ci
men , and P late [ on covC'r. 

Other covers early in th l' disphty included a 
strip of three 3d on cover, two h e in g the "No 
Whip" varie ty, and thl' Id, P la te [ on bluish 
paper. 

TI1c othc•r values were s imil a rly sh own, a nd 
th e st andard was uph eld with such ite ms ns a 
beautiful pair of plate proofs, in colour, of John 
Ca rmich ael's head for the oval Hegis tration stamp. 

The .5 / - co in d es ign in cluded mint ma.rgin al
decora tion block, pe rf 12, and an imperf. verticall y 
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mint block, perf 11 , as well as di e and pl a te 
p roofs. 

Pl ate proofs of the N.S.W . Centenary series, 
were shown in a range of colours, then both 
the 5 / - and .C l overprinted Specimen, and a used 
strip of four 5 / -, on piece. 

The 1897 Consurnptives Hornes charities were 

togeth er on cover . 
The 0 S issues were also featured, to complete 

the display. They included many rarities such 
as two copies of the 3d 1897 0 S in red, the 
Coin 0 S, one of 550, and one perf 10, 0 S 
sans serif in red, one of 100, and one with both 
reprint and specimen ove rprints. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

Members' Diary 
1980 

Janu ary 
8 U.S. A. Highway Post Offices from 1941, 

Mr Robert Kenned)• 
F ebruary 

12 Popular Choice Competition . T en sheets a 
member. Two sections (a) General ( h ) 
Topical 

March 

Commonwealth . Ten sheets a memher. 
Compere, Mrs Nita Wil son, F R .P .S.L. 

11 Stamps and Postal History of the F alkl and 
Islands, Mr John S. Gibson 

G erman-Austrian Stamp Club 
Mr H. Mittag, president of the German-Austrian 

Stamp C.ub , introduced the display at the June 
meeting. 

Mr H ans Jaschke sh owed stamps of the German 
Colon ies an d Post Offices abroad, the 1920 era , 
U.P .U. issues, and Right covers. 

Mr B. Manger chose Plebiscite District issues, 
Upper Silesia and the German Occupation of 
Be lg ium. 

A nnual M eeting 
For the Club's 89th annual mee ting, the retiring 

president, Mr E . J . Garrard, presented the Postal 
History of New South W ales. 

His displ ay included earl y covers, G.N.R.P . 
covers Southern and W es tern Queensland T .P.0. 
an d ..:iarkin gs from appropriate Post Offices in 
Queensland. 

President, Mr E. J. Garrard , F.R . P .s.L.; Vice
Presidents, Mr H . K. Nott and Mr V. Franken
stein, F.n.P.S.L.; Secretary, Mrs Shirl ey Jones; 
Treasurer, Dr D. E. C . Garrard ; Exchange Super
intendent , Mr H. K. ott ; Assistant Exch ange 
Superi ntende nt, Mrs D alm as Brown ; Librarian , 
Mr D . Benson ; Soli citor, Mr K. L. Addison; 
Committee, Mrs D ell Garrard, Mrs Nita Wilson, 
.. ~ .n.p s.L ., and Mr H . Rubin, F .R. P. S.L . 

The convenors of the two Study Circles are: 
PaciRc Island Study Circle, Col. F . V. Thompson , 
F. R .P .S.L .; Australi an States Study Circle; Mr V. 
Frankenstein , F.R .P.S. L . 

Y ear of tbe Cbi'ld 
August meeting was to have been a Ladies' 

N ight but because of unforeseen circums tances, 
this had to be cancell ed. 

To fill the gap, the displ ay on view at Phil as 
House was used for the meeting. This consisted 
of stamps dealing with the " Year of the Child", 
compil ed by Mr R. A. Browne, of Australia Post . 

Australi a Post also presented a series of phil ate
li c films from their record, with Mr fain Camp
bell as projectionist . 

Seycbelles 
Mr Lea Addison's disp.l ay for th e September 

meetin g was SeycheJles. 
Mr Addison sa id the isolation of these islands 

had resulted in very little material being avail able. 
The first post office was establi shed in 1861 and 

until 1890 the islands were administered from 
Mauritius. The first cancell a tion was B64 . 

The first issue of the islands' own stamps, 
produ ced by De La Rue were used from 1890 
to 193 9. 

A number of these were overprinted locally and 
this produced m any erro rs, giving the stamps 
the ir g reat interest. 

In 1957 Seychell es produced a fam ous over
print, which had a short-life second printing. Its 
particul ar feature was th at the e rrors which 
occurred in the fi rst printing were repeated in the 
second, but they appeared in different posit.i ons 
in the sheet. 

The 1978 overthrow of the government meant 
there w ere no stamps on jssue for three months, 
as those with the old president's head had been 
withdrawn from sale . Covers of the period were 
stamped with a rubber stamp bearing the words 
" Postage Pafrl". 

Mr Addison's display also included pasta! sta 
ti onery and postal history, including inwards mail 
to Chitty and Co., traders on the islands. 

United States 
Early pre-stamp covers were among the items 

in the displ ay of 19th-century Unite d States by 
Mr Arthur Levett a t the O ctober meeting. 

Featu red were the early cl assic issues, specimens 
and proofs, and Newspaper Stamps up to $100. 

Tin N etberlcmds 
A full ran ge of Netherlands material from the 

pre-stamp era to modern times was exhibited by 
Mr Eric Dreikurs at the November meeting. 

His earli est materi al was a pre-stamp cover 
dated 3 July 1677 and a 1687 ship cover. 

The Arst issue was the beautiful 5 c blue, lOc 
red and 15c orange of William TH, the stamps 
di splayed showing the vari ous pl ates used, and 
essays and proofs. 

There was a full range of the succeedin g defi 
nitive issues. 

Then followed special issues, inclucUng the 
Tubercul osis Charity Stamps issued on 3 Janu ary 
1907, th e remainders of which were later sold to 
dealers but cancell ed 31 January 1907 . 

Of special interest were those issued impe r
forate during a printers' strike in 1923. 

Other items were Right covers, World W ar 1 
priso ner of war stamps, interrupted perforation 
stamps for vending machines and the modern 
computer-designed stamps. 
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Wonderful 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Part entire letter. 1842. from Adelaide to London. showing good 3/4 stroke of first Adelaide postmark ·· Post 
Off1ce·Crowned Lion Adelaide·· and fine framed (scarce') cane " New Romney/India Letter" (Robertson IN3), 
plus arr pm. 27 July 1842 at the reverse Note This first Adelaide pm has only been recorded from 1836-1840' 
Very late use' $500. 

2 Entire letter. dated 22 February 1845. from Adelaide to Ireland . bearing very fine strike of the second postmark 
of Adelaide . (Crown/oval "General Post Office/Adelaide/SA') Arr pm . on reverse . Fine condi ti on $500. 

3 Very clean entire letter from Macclesfield to Adelaide . dated 12 September 1851 . Very clear strike of rare can· 
cellat1on1 Arr pm 13 Sept 1851 G.P 0 - South Australia in blue and without crown Very neat strike of 
scarce postmark $500. 
1886·96. Postage & Revenue . long slamps Plate proof in mauve An imperforate cornerblock of four , without 
value on gummed unwatermarked paper With plate number 1 Minor crease 1n selvedge. not affecting stamps 
The block 1s MUH' Rare and attractive $500. 

5 Something VERY specia l"' 1902· 1904 Wmk . Crown SA. thin " Postage ... S. G. 272a. 8d . ultramarine pair with 
famous error EfGNT pence, in pair with normal 8d . Used. wi th 3d .. on piece! Commercially used . exceedingly 
rare' Error completely free from cancellation . See illustration . According to Purves in "The Long Stamps ... Mel· 
bourne 1978. on ly 35 copies of this error were ·· rescued .. from being destroyed by the postal authorities. who 
recalled all sheets held in stock and removed the error (pos R2/9) before making the sheet available for sale 
again Of the estimated salvaged 35 some five only wou ld be used. This one must surely be unique, commer· 
c1a lly used in pair! $2000. 

Interesting 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

The 1838 Post Office Embossed Letter Sheet. Bluish laid paper . 8 x 121/2 inch. Very Rare' Used as envelope. 
With framed "6 O'Clock .. and red ·crowned Free" cancellation In Ms .. O.H.M.S. and ··colonial Sect. Office". 
dated 14th Dec 1849 Very late use' Addressed to Rev W B Clarke. St Leonards Parsonage, North Shore A 
bi t soiled and torn . but neatly repaired . free of embossed seal $575. 

2 The 1897 Charity pair, used together on registered envelope from Sydney to St Peters. Adelaide Good 
cond1t1on ' Extremely scarce on cover . certain ly used together' These first charity issues were scorned by the 
publi c (and phi latelists) as the se lling price of these stamps was 12 times the posta l va lue' This 1s a commercial 
(charitat1ve) cover with appropriate franking to a Reverend No philatelic product . Stamps are fresh with full per· 
forat1ons $875. 

3 Entire letter from Parramatta to Yorkshire . U K . dated 29th June 1833! With earliest recorded circular postmark 
(1n black) of Parramatta And octagonal postmark in red : ·· Parramatta ·Post Paid · Also Sydney unframed 
crowned oval cane in red 3 July 1833 (with scroll) Arr pm 9 Nov 1833 Up till now this black circ pm of 
Parramatta had been recorded only between 1837· 1840' $500. 

73 Doyle Terrace . Canberra ACT 26 11 Au stralia Tel (062) 88 7952 

All material guaranteed genuine 

( iii) 



NEW ZEALAND 
BUYING & SELLING 

COLLECTIONS 

WANTED 

$500 to $50,000 

SPOT CASH 

SEE US 

A.S.A. ST AMPS Pty Ltd 
140 RUNDLE MALL 

ADELAIDE 5000 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

,°lJhilalelq troni 
iJ. uslralia 

Cumulati ve Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 20 volumes. 

Two thousand quick easy refer
ences to material published in 
P. f rom A. make these a "must" 

for every serions coll ector. 
$2.00 each 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 3001 

( 6 Avoca Street. Sou th Yarra 3141 ) 

BUSY BUYERS 
A regular department now deals with this unique service for specialists . 

HOW IT WORKS 
If you collect not more than three countries you may enrol and will receive only 
catalogues or cuttings of those territories which interest you . A charge is made 
according to what you have. 

FOR BUYERS 
This is the most efficient and economical way to keep check on what is coming up 
of your favourite country in our auctions. You are not paying for or wasting time 
wading through catalogues which contain nothing to interest you . 

FOR SELLERS 
Whether you have a general collection of modern Australia or 1000 specialised items 
of Tannu Tuva, you can be sure that in se ll ing through our auctions your material 
will be brought to the attention of co llectors who are real ly interested . 

SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST 
For details of the above service, write to Mrs Linda Gulliver, The Auction House, 39 Poole 
Hill , Bournemouth BH2 5PX, England 

Robson Lo-we Ltd 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND 
Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex : 915410 V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/ 31 

(iv) 



RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 

* Australasia 's Largest Stamp 
Auction Gallery 

* Over Two Million Dollars of material 
offered annually 

* Unparalleled service and 
confidential advice for collectors 
and investors 

A complimen tary copy of our cu rren t 
aucti on catalogue is availab le on mention 
of this adverti semen t. 

RODNEY A PERRY 

AUCTION 
GALLERIES 351 Coll in s Street Melbourne 3000 Austra lia 

Phone l03J 62 5271 

MEMBE:.R Australasian Stamp Dealers Assoc1at1on American Stamp Dealers Assocmt1on Inc., 
Phlla !el1c Traders Society Lid 

(v) 



THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. R. BUTLER, RDP, FRPSL 

Crown Quarto (9;1,( in x 7J'i in) with 188 pages, 4 plates in full colour and 
over 100 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book inc1udes numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first tim e details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, comprehensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an estimate of its relative rarity. 

Bound in buckram, stamped in gold with four-colour book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should be sent to: 

The Secretary 

THE HOYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 
41 Devonshire Place, London W I N lPE 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
Every month in our Auctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua, New Guinea 

and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
One. Prices Realised) to December 1980, $14.00 

Overseas rates on application 

ic Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement ic 

P. J. DOWNIE 
6th FLOOR, 94 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 
Phones 654 3518 or 63 2503 Telegrams and Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne 

(vi) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatelic Society of Victoria, which wa.s founded in 1892, and which in 1946 
bad the privilege conferred upon It of the use of the prefix "ROY AL", Is a Society 
to which you, as a collector, should belong. Among Its many advantages are : 

ii SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR- ii QUARTZ LAMP & MICRO-
CAN: Phllatelv from Auat1'alla ls SCOPE and a Reference Forgery 
posted free to all members. Collection are available. 

i< MEETINGS held on the third 
and flftb Thursday of the month 
at 7 .45 pm In its own premises, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne 8141. 
ii EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate 
regularly within Australia to In
terested members. 

ii THE SALES BRANCH en
ables members to buy and sell 
stamps not considered suitable by the vendor 
for exchange ;beets. Postal bids accepted from 
members for any item. 

ii COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY la open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other 
night monthly or by arrangement with the 
Librarian. Also 12.80 on ftrst Wednesdays. 

ii CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic journals printed In English are 
available on the tables at the Society's rooms. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

ii MONTHLY DISPLAYS: lt baa 
always been Society policy to ob
tain the best available collections 
for display at Society monthly 
meetings. Lectures and discus
sions by leading philatelists en
able members to Improve their 
philatelic knowledge. 

ii PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society Includes experts on 

almost all branches of Philately, whose advice 
ls always available. 

ii THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee: $17,50; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolitan Members, $17.50; Country, Inter
state and New Zealand, $12.00; Overseas, 
'12.50 (USA, $US16.00), 

ii ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be 
directed to Miss MYRA FARLEY (Secretary), 
Box 2071, GPO, Melbourne 8001. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

ii OFFICIAL ORGAN : Ph11ately 
from Australia ls available to mem
bers at special subscription rate. 

ii MEETING ROOM: Tbe Club 
meets at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month First Floor Meeting 
Room, Philas House, 17 Brisbane 
Street, Sydney. 

ii EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
are entitled to receive the Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly 
within Australia. 
it LIBRARY: A library, comprising 1000 
volumes, ts available for use of members by 
nrrangemeut with the Ubrarian. 

ii MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Displays 
of interesting collections and phila
telic Items are a feature of the 
monthly meetings of the Club. It Is 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
members the best available displays, 
wbJle lectures and discussions help 
to further the philatelic lcnowledge 
of members. The advice of mem• 
hers, experts In most branches of 
philately, Is always available when 
requested. 

ii THE CLUB'S FEES are: City members : 
$6,00; Country members, $4.50. 

ii SUBSCRIPTIONS are due l July yearly. 
There is no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to -

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary • Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 



PUBLICATIONS OF 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

Campbell, H. M. 

QUEENSLAND CANCELLATIONS AND OTHER 
POSTAL MARKINGS, 1860-1913 - $20.00 

Ingles, Owen (Ed) - Part II - $20.00 

TASMANIA: THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTAL MARKINGS 

Chisholm, H. L. 
PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS I-X (1949-1958) - $2.00 
CUMULATIVE INDEX TO VOLS XI-XX (1959-1968) - $2.00 

Holbeach, W. M. 
CUMULATIVE INDEX: 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA - $4.95 

Purves, J. R. W. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE LONG STAMPS OF 1902-1912 - $20.00 

EMBLEMS OF VICTORIA 1857-1863 - $8.95 
POSTAL HISTORY OF PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT - $8.50 

VICTORIA: BARRED NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 
1856-1912 - $12.50 

VICTORIA: THE BUTTERFLY AND BARRED 
OVAL CANCELLATIONS 1850-1855 - $5.00 
VICTORIA: THE POSTAGE DUES - $8.95 

VICTORIA: REGISTERED AND TOO LATE STAMPS 
1854-1858 - $12.50 

THE LIBRARY CATALOGUE (1977) - $1.50 

Please include postage on all orders 

Address all orders to 

MISS JOYCE BUCHANAN (Business Manager) 
THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

BOX 2071, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


