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Philately from Australia 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

(a) From Australian residents: $5.00 per annum. 

(b) From overseas residents : £4 sterling for British Empire 
(except Canada), $6.00 for New Zealand, and US$8.00 for 
United States and Canada. 

Most back issues are still available at $1.25 per copy (Aus
tralian); £1 sterling (British Empire); $1.25 (New Zealand); 
and $2.00 (United States and Canada). All prices include 
postage. 

Overseas residents are asked to make payment in Australian 
currency by bank draft on a Melbourne bank. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $30.00 $26.00 

Full Page $M.OO $22.00 

Half Page $15.00 $13.00 

Quarter Page $10.00 $9.00 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas are at the sterling 
equivalent of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed 
to the Business Manager. 



WISE COLLECTORS CONTACT 
STANLEY GIBBONS FIRST 

Over a period of 120 years, Stanley Gibbons have built up an unbeatable 
reputation in the Philatelic World. 

The Rare Stamps Department of 
399 Strand offers personal service to all 
overseas clients, whether they visit us in 
London or exchange letters ; the advice of our 
expert staff is always freely available. 

The Specialist Register is an index 
showing individual requirements and interests, 

which enables us to inform you regularly of the material we have in 
stock. We also keep special lists of particular 'wants', so that if a rare 

item becomes available we know just who 
wants it! 

Please fill in the coupon, or use it as 
a guide when writing, and tell us about 
your particular 
interests. Our vast 

.....__ ________ ~ stock of classic 
stamps, covers, postmarks, varieties, specimens, 
proofs and colour trials from all over the World 
is there for the asking! 

r---------------------------------------------1 
Countries/ Areas of Interest Name 

I collect only mint (unused O.G.) 0 used 0 both 0 

I col'ect pre-stamp material 0 I do not 0 

I collect covers 0 I do not 0 

I specialise in the following 

I am prepared to spend £50 0 £I 00 0 £250 O 

£500 0 More 0 

I would like to receive photostat offers of scarce material 

when available. 'YES 0 NO 0 

ll!LOC K CA PITALS PLEASE) 

Address 

Signature 

References (if not known to us) 

Date 

I 

fMl • I ~,,~~ ENGLAND PFA 10 ~ :-.~ I 
L--·- ·------------------------------------------...! 



Qealize 
immediate cash 
for your stamps 

• We require stamp collect ions, 

accumu lations, better-c lass sing le 

items and sets of all countries for 

inclusion in our monthly Public 

Auction . Anything of a Philatelic 

nature with a minimum market va lue 

of $50.00 is of interest to us. 

• If you intend se lling you r stamps we wi ll estimate the li kely realisation for your 

materia l at Public Auction and, if required, an interest-free cash advance of up to 50% 

of our estimated figure w ill be effected shortl y after your material is consigned to us 

for Pub! ic sa le. 

• Commission is 20% of the gross realisation. There are no add iti ona l charges. Your 

materia l is then expert ly and advantageous ly lotted in an attract ive, extensively 

it'lustrated catalogu e. Fina l settl ement is made four weeks after the sa le. 

• A lternatively, if a cash sa le of your material is required, we will purchase outright 

at 75% of our estimated figure. 

• We wi ll trave l anywhere to negotiate important holdings. 

Stock Exchange House, 35 1 Co lli ns St., Melbourne, 3000. Telephone : 62 5271 
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PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 
Published by The Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 

CONFEDERATE STATES 
Civil War Prisons and Their Covers, E . Antrim 1962 

OVERSEAS 

$10.00 D 

Afghanistan, Its 20th Century Postal Issues, F. E. Patterson, III 1965 $10.00 D 
Corricntes, The Issues of 1856-59, L. Stich 1957 $2.00 D 
French Colonies, The General Issues, H. G. Stone 1961 $2.00 D 
French Morocco : the 1943-44 Tour Hassan Issues, C. Neidorf $1.50 D 
Honduras, The Black Airmail, I. I. Green 1962 $1.00 D 
Philatelic Handbook for Korea 1884-1905, Korea Stamp Society $10.00 D 
Manchoukuo, H. K. Zirkle 1964 $10.00 D 
The Postage Stamps of Nepal, H. D. S. Havcrbeck 1962 $!0.00 D 
T he New Hebrides, Postal Stamps & Their History, N. Hals & P. Collas 1968 $10.00 D 
New Zealand, 1898-1900, Gt. Barrier Island Pigeon Post Stamps, 

]. R. Walker, H. L. Chisholm and H. M. Goodkind 1969 
A Postal History of Spain, T. Van Dam 1973 

COLLECTORS CLUB 
The Collectors Club Philatelist, Cumulative Index to Volumes 1 to 50, 

1922- 1971, E. C. Wilkens and John D. Dowd 1972 

THE COLLECTORS CLUB 
22 East 35th Street, New York, N.V. 10016 

$5.00 D 
$12.00 D 

$10.00 D 

WHO SHOULD BUY YOUR 
STAMPS? 

IF you are not an experienced seller, you are likely to be concerned about which 
dealer would buy your collection. 

EXPERIENCED sellers know how important it is to select a buyer known for 
fair dealing. They pick a dealer who is a member in good standing of well-known 
collector's and dealer's associations. T hey ask for - and check - references. 

KNOWLEDGEABLE sellers avoid get·paid-later-scbemes and prolonged haggling, 
insisting on a businesslike transaction. 

FOR all these reasons, discriminating sellers are coming to us with their holdings. 
They know that because we constantly require the widest range of material, we 
pay top market prices, promptly, in cash. Top prices are from us available for 
the better and well-kept collections of Austra lian, Commonwealth, States, New 
Zealand or any one country, also scarce individual items. 

\NRITE or call us when you are selling. Buying directly from collectors is our 
specialty. 

A.S.A. ST AMPS - Properties & Investments Pty Ltd 
POSTAGE STAMP DEALERS & AUCTIONEERS 

Offices and Auction Room: 
21 GILBERT PLACE, ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
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l'H ILATt:LV PROM AUSTRALIA 

Are you a collector 

of chess-stamps? 

Ask then for 

our offer lists. 

Mrs A. P. Meery 
POSTBOX 409 

BERGEN OP ZOOM 

THE NETHERLANDS 

AUSTRALIA 
Pacific Islands 

EUROPE & USA 
GOOD STOCKS 

RELIABLE SERVICE 

F. H. FEIBES 
(PROP. M. ZITRON) 

MEMBER A.S.D.A. {Aust.) 

25 HOWEY PLACE, 

MELBOURNE 

PHONE: 63 1323 

Specialising in 

Papua New Guinea 

Send stamped addressed envelope for Price 
List of Papua New Guinea, Norfolk Island, 
Cocos Tslan d, Christmas Island and Nauru. 

New Issue Service - Gilbert Islands, Tuvalu, 
Norfolk Island, Cocos (Kee~ing) Islands, 
Republic of Nauru, Western Samoa, Christ
mas Island , Jlnpua New Guinea, ew Zea
land, Niue, Tokelau Jslnnds, Australian 
Antarctic Territory, nnd Fiji . can be 
supplied at face value plus 20 per cent and 

postage, on receipt of $2 deposit. 

Wan tecl to Buy - P.N.G. S.G. 14 10/-, 
S.G. 15 £1 Mint or F.U., D2-6 imprint 

blocks. 

MEMBER A.S.D.A. 

Your Guarantee of Service nncl Satisfaction 

G. COMEADOW 
457 lODIDE LANE, BROKEN HILL, 

NSW 2880 - Phone: 7088 

lly Appointment: 

Wholesale Distributors 
in 

Austrnlasin 
for the 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

Full Retail Stocks H eld 

First Day Covers for nll Issues 

Coll ectors: Write for Retail List 

Dealers: Write for British P.O. Service Li>t 

In "Stam ps"' for more than 20 yenrs
come to 

MAPPIN & CURRAN 
(PHILATELISTS) PTY LIMITED 

SHOPS 30 & 31, MUTUAL AHCADE, 

266 FLINDERS STREET, 

MELDOUHNE 3000, VIC., AUSTHALJA 

BOX 5027 G.P.O. - PHONE 63 6376 

Also nt Chndstone. Shop 41, Lower Mall, 
Chndstone Shopping Centre. 
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NEW SEATING AT HEADQUARTERS 
MEMBER'S GENEROUS GIFT 

New Aristoc chairs have been provided throughout the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria's headquarters. 

This follows a handsome donation of $1000 towards the project by an anonymous 
member of the Society. 

Seventy-two green and cream chairs have been provided in the meeting room 
and twenty in black for the Council room. 

The design of both sets is th e same. 
The covering of the tables in the meeting room has also been changed from 

dark green to deep brown, reversing the original colour scheme of chairs and 
tables. 

The new chairs provide more attractive and comfortable seating and greatly 
enhance the gracious appearance of the rooms. 

The new chairs and colour schemes have been much admired and the appre
ciation which the Council has expressed in its letter to the donor is manifest 
throughout the society. 
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~he ~rail 

o1 
eontntonwealth 

Conducted by BILL EUSTACE 

18 Cent Explorer Warburton 
There is a disturbance in the red-brown area over the "RT" of "Warburton" 

on Row 2, Stamp 8 which, because of th e dark colouring, is rather difficult to see 
without a glass. For this reason, I feel that it is unlikely to achieve overseas 
catalogue status. 

Although I have not seen an example, I understand that there is a cream dot 
and a line under the leg of the rider on Row 2, Stamp 2, but again the prospect 
of catalogue status overseas may be poor because the variety is outside the frame 
of the design. 

25 Cent Olympic Games 

It was reported in Stamp Preview, No. 3, 1976, that this stamp was intended 
to have been on KP6T paper, but that a small amount of KP5D paper might 
have been used. 

When first released, I found that stocks at most Melbourne city post offices 
were on pink-gummed paper, presumably KP6T, since other issues on this paper 
have also had coloured gums. At Collins Street P.O., however, I found that their 
sheets had a white shiny gum which had been applied very unevenly and had a 
streaky bubbled effect. 

Subsequently significant numbers of sheets appeared, both at normal post offices 
and in philatelic sales stock on which the gum was smooth and white. 

40 Cent Olympic Games 

There were two dark brown cylinders used for the printing of this stamp, the 
evidence for this being that the appropriate colour bar can be found thin and 
straight - as though ruled - and also thick and ragged as though hand-drawn. 

In one case there is a variety brown "mole" on the cyclist's leg on Row 4, No. 8, 
and, from the other cylinder, there is a sma11 nick in the top frame in th e 
area of his neck on Row 5, No. 10. 

It would be possible to show two blocks of ten stamps from Rows 4 and 5, 
Stamps 6 to 10, including the sheet number in the centre gutter, which would 
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demonstrate the presence of only one of the two varieties on each piece, but 
sheet numbers have had a nasty habit of moving during reprintings of other 
issues. The expense of showing quarter-sheets from each cylinder to link the 
colour bars with the varieties on Rows 4 and 5 is unfortunately prohibitive for 
the average collector. 

$2 N avigator 

Mr P. O'Brien has advised me in the last few days of a find of several Non
Helecon CTO copies of this stamp from a bulk purchase which he made recently. 
It seemed fairly obvious that they had all come from the same sheet. 

Australian Scenes 

So far I have seen two distinct papers/gums used in this issue. All of the 25 
cent denomination which I have seen have had a bluish toned gum and when 
viewed under ultra-violet light the backs have been bright white. 

In the case of the 5 cent, 70 cent and 85 cent, the paper is more inclined to 
cream, the gum lacks the bluish tone, and the backs are quite dull when viewed 
under ultra-violet light. 

On the other hand, I have found the 35 cent and 50 cent denominations with 
both types of gum, the bluish version having white backs under u/v and the 
untoned gums having dull backs. 

The visual differences vary ve1y markedly with lighting conditions - for some 
obscure reason, in Collins Street Post Office it would have been easy to separate 
the two types a t a distance of fifty feet, but in other pos t offices I have found 
it difficult to be certain which version I was being offered without a reference 
copy for comparison. 

I have seen two presentation packs in which the 70 cent stamps look quite 
different under ultra-violet, so there is a possibility of a second paper/gum of this 
denomination being available too. 

There were quite a number of minor spots and blemishes which I noted at a 
quick glance, but with three possible sheets of each denomination to study it will 
take time to get a full list of the significant varieties. The only one I have seen so 
far of catalogue potential is a blue scratch by 25 on Sheet A, Row 6, No. 5 of the 
25 cent Barrier Reef stamp. 

J. R. W. PURVES MEDAL AWARD 
The Council of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria has awarded the 

J. R. W. Pmves medal to the secretary, Mr D. E . Napier, for his work for the 
society dmi ng the past thirteen years. 

Mr Napier is the eighteenth recipient of the award. 



~~,~~11~~~~11~~11~~ 
CC9he C9ther Side of the cricture 
~~111~111~~~~111~~111~~ 

By J. R. W. PURVES, 1°.R.r.s.L. 

TASMANIA 

Older names of certain post offices found on elate stamps 

Mr John Avery, of Burnie, a redoubtable researcher in the groove of Tasmanian 
postal markings, was recently kind enough to send me photostatic copies of 
certain Tasmanian date-stamps which had turned up in an old Hobart collection. 

I have extracted the more interesting from th ese and have tabulated them as 
under. The columns (from left to right) comprise the number of the obliterator 
employed, the old stamps now found on date-stamps (in alphabetical order) , 
the page of the Part I Handbook which lists the office in question, the date on 
the marking seen, and the later name given to the office respectively. These are 
all highly collectable items if one is fortunate enough to find them. Here is the 
tabulation: 
No. Old Name Page Date Later Name 

187 Blue Tier 73 26.7.89 Poimena 
112 Bowood 69 17.10.86 Bridport 
246 Clarke's Island 76 18.7.8? Closed later 
283 Eastern Marshes 78 11.10.89 "S" for "Siding" 

Later Andover 
43 Franklin Huon 66 17.10.73 See under No. 43 

252 Geo. River 77 22.7.89 Pyengana 
196 Glen-Quoin 74 18.6.86 Closed soon after 
105 Green's Creek 69 3.7.89 Harford 
250 Hall's Track 77 14.8.89 Lebrina 
228 Impression Bay 76 7.3.87 Premaydena 
53 Leven 66 7.8.80 Ulverstone 
98 Long Bay 68 15.8.89 Middleton 

124 Little Oyster Cove 70 7.12.86 Kettering 
276 Millbrook 78 4.7.88 Mount Nicholas 
288 Mountain River 78 2.7.89 Ranclagh Junction 
207 Oatlands Station 74 25.8.80 Parattah 
70 Port Cygnet 67 11.5.89 Lovett 
67 Peppermint Bay 67 30.4.00 Woodbrige 
71 Port Esperance 67 25.1.87 Dover 

285 Ramin ea 78 29.8.89 Closed 1894 
165 Upper Macquarie St. 72 23.4.91 Hobart South 
165 Upper Macquarie 21.10.92 Hobart South 
93 Victoria 2.7.89 Hu on ville 
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VICTORIA 

(i ) 6d Laureate: Wmk. Three Pence 
A new early date 

55 

The wri ter has recently acquired a pair of this stamp in the deep blue shade, 
dated 6.12.69, and has seen a single dated in the same month. The earliest date 
previously seen, and given by S.G., was 21.5.70, and was in the dull blue shade. 

The deliveries into stock of the "emergency" printings were completed by 
7.1.70. There were then no furth er printings (presumably because the emergency 
papers were exhausted and the new V over Crown paper ordered had not arrived) 
until November 1870. Be.ween 7.11.70 and 6.1.71 720,000 6d stamps were put into 
stock, almost certainly all being on a new supply of V Crown paper, which 
came to hand very shortly before November 1870. 

( ii ) The 11- blue Telegraph Stamp, issued 10 October 1873 

The relevant facts - some being new - and an apparent discrepancy 
between Hill's accounts and the P.M.G.'s Reports 

To date the only references to this interesting stamp that I can find in literature 
are the details con tributed by David Hill to the Federal Australian Philatelist 
and published (at p. 35) in the April 1890 issue, its existence having been 
recorded in the preceding January number. 

The writer has recently acquired a letter written by Mr Hill, some five and a 
half years later, on 5 December 1896, to Major E. B. Evans concerning this 
stamp. Mr Hill had by then made some further searches and had found some 
inaccuracies in his 1890 Report. 

To avoid repetition I have assembled below the facts as Mr Hill finally found 
them to be. 

One has here to distinguish between the printings of the telegraph forms and 
the subsequent embossings, on these forms, of a 1/- Telegraph stamp, for which 
electros were prepared via the original 2d die of 1869 made by De La Rue's, the 
re-engraving of the latter being done by Charles J. Jackson at Sands and 
McDougall's. 

10,000 forms in all were printed, 5000 in August 1873 and another 5000 in 
December 1873. 

There were three stampings - 5000 in September 1873, 1129 in January 1874 
and 2000 in May 1875 - a total of 8,129 ( 1,871 forms apparently not receiving 
the 1/ - stamp ). 

Mr Hill stated, specifically, that "more than half of these 8129 stamped forms 
were destroyed or damaged as unserviceable". He added that the reason the 1871 
forms were not stamped was almost certainly their low rate of usage. In fact, 
he calculated, over the eleven years the stamped forms were available, that rather 
less than an average of one per day was sold! 

Since one-half of 8129 is ( to the neares t figure) 4065, it is clear that the total 
issue of this stamp was slightly less, or slightly more, than 4000. 
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The issue was exhausted in July 1884, following which adhesive stamps were 
generally to be used to defray the charges. It seems obvious, in the eleven years 
in question, that most people had paid for their telegrams in cash. 

The writer has examples of stamps embossed on both the forms' printings. 
These printings were noted by the descrip tions "5000-8/73" and "5000-12/73" 
respectively incorporated in the text at the top left of the form, just below the 
eight lines of instruction. 

There appear to be two quite distinct shades of the stamp - a bright blue for 
the 8/73 batch of form s and a deep blue (nearing indigo-blue ) for the 12/73 
batch. 

Few collectors of Victoria of today realise the interest or rarity of these Tele
graph stamps, yet another example of an experiment that fail ed. 

I had penned the above lines when it occurred to me that records of the 
numbers of stamped telegraph forms sold each year should be ascertainable from 
the P.M.G.'s Reports for the years in question . And so it was. From those in my 
possession and with some much appreciated assistance from Derrick Baker these 
numbers were carefully extracted, as follows: 

1873 200 
1874 1169 
1875 2253 
1876 972 
1877 624 
1878 283 

1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

214 
248 
360 
229 
192 

1191 Total 7935 

Here was a pretty how do you do. In each case th e description given in the 
Reports was: "Shilling stamped telegraph forms" and to the right of each total 
was the face value of the number sold. All were included in a list of postage 
stamps sold . 

The total number of stamped forms sold is 2065 short of the 10,000 forms which 
we know were printed. Could there have been four "stampings" and not three, as 
Hill reported? The only suspicious figure given in the Reports is that for 1884. 
Here (and the issue appears to have stopped in June 1884 ) we find the figure 
given is 1191, which is four to five times the figures sold in any of the preceding 
six years. 

While I have the greatest regard for Hill's accuracy he does say (in the 1896 
letter), "More than half of the 8129 forms were destroyed as damaged or un 
serviceable". But he doesn't give us, as he usually does, an exact number. Could 
this statement be hearsay only and have originally been made to him by someone 
in the department but not actually seen by him in any written recording? 

Certainly the numbers given as sold can only refer to the Telegraph 1/
Embossed. On Hill's figures some 4000 were issued, on the Reports, prima facie, 
nearly 8000! 

One last thought, however, does strike me. It seems possible that the numbers 
given in the Reports could include those issued to Postmasters (who were pre
sumably originally debited with them ) which, not having been sold, were 
subsequently returned to Melbourne, the majority being destroyed. 

In conclusion, although the evidence of the Reports is puzzling, we must 
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remember that David Hill was a Treasury Official and that arithmetic was not 
his weak point. My own belief is that we can forget the Reports on this occa
sion and accept Hill's account. 

( iii ) The first two issues of "Postal Notes" 

These may seem remote from the more usual collecting fi elds, but since 
they are now included in the Higgins and Gage Catalogue of Postal Stationery, 
since the De La Ru e V2 watermark paper was used to prin t them, since two 
Queen's Head designs were used which were also used for other purposes ( eg, 
incorporated in the designs of "Beer Duty" stamps), and last but not least since 
they are rare items they are well worth the attention of collectors. 

The writer acquired (at the Harvey sales in London earlier this year) "Speci
men" sets of each of the first two issues. Each comprised fourteen values - 1/-, 
1/ 6, 2/-, 2/6, 3/-, 3/6, 4/-, 416, 5/-, 7 / 6, 10/-, 10/ 6, 15/-, 20/ -. All twenty-eight 
Notes were printed on the V2 paper the watermark being sideways, in either 
direction. Further details are as follows: 

First set: Issued on 1.1.85, following the "Postage Act" of 1883. Over and 
above the face value of the note the purchaser was required to pay a premium, 
known as "Poundage". This was recorded on a Queen's Head design at mid-left. 
This design was inscribed "Poundage" around the top and had the amount pay
able around the base. The scales of "poundage" payable were the same in each 
set, and were as follows: 

For 1/-, 1/6 notes - J~d 
2/- to 4/ 6 notes - ld 
5/-, 716 notes - 2d 
10/- to 20/- notes - 3d 

The Queen's Head design used was th at employed for the 2d Postage ( S.G. 
Type 33) of December 1880-84. The "Specimen" overprint is in green, in large 
sans-serif capitals. 

Second set: Here the Queen's Head design used for the "Poundage" stamp is 
similar to ( though much larger than ) the type of head found on the ld ("Stamp 
Duty") of 1886 and presumably was first issued about that t ime. The same Queen's 
Head design was also used for the third set of "Beer Duties" ( 1887? ) . The 
"Specimen" is in the medium-sized "fan cy" capitals met on other stamps of this 
period. 



LA TE FEE MARKINGS 
OF QUEENSLAND 

By LESTER G. SHEPARD 

Prior to 1859 Queensland was the Moreton Bay District of New South 
Wales and postal services and rates would be those of the N.S.W. system. 
When Queensland took over the postal service on 16 December 1859, what 
had been the internal postage rate of 2d became the inter-colonial rate of 
6d, applying to mail to N.S.W. as well as the other colonies. The Late Fee 
was established as 6d at this time. 

Pugh's Queensland Almanac for 1862 says that inland letters should be 
posted half an hour previous to the time fixed for the despatch of mails, but 
late letters would be received to within a quarter of an hour, upon a fee of a 
6d stamp having been applied to each letter. This rate seems to have applied 
through 1868 at least. . 

Much information on the early Late Fee system and its rates is lacking 
and the only reference I have found is in a report Thomas L. Murray Prior, 
Postmaster-General, G.P.O. Brisbane, made to Parliament on 30 April 1863: 

The object of a late fee which has been adopted is to exclude any but important letters, 
it being necessary to keep the number of letters received at a late hour as small as is 
consistent with the attainment of this object. On one ocasion serious complaints were made 
that the English mails closed too ,early, and that it was of the utmost consequence that 
more time should be given. I adopted the course of a late fee. The letters posted by that 
mail were two the first, and two the second half hour. At whatever time the mails close 
some persons are too late. 

In 1869 the word "inland" was omitted from the wording of the 1862 rates. 
I have a copy of an early Queensland Late Fee cover. It bears two 3d 

Chalons and is addressed to Sydney. The words "Late Fee" are in manuscript 
in the same handwriting as the address. The cover bears a black mis "3", the 
double-lined oval "LOOSE SHIP /LETTER" of Sydney, and the stamps are 
obliterated with the Sydney duplex dated Ap. 12, 78. The "8" is blurred and 
might be a "6". Probably posted at dockside or aboard ship at Brisbane, with 
postal markings applied on arrival at Sydney. At this time ( 1876-78) the 
postage to other colonies by sea was 2d and the Late Fee was 3d, so it 
appears to have been ·overpaid in the amount of ld. The cover bears no 
backstamps. 

In 1877 a late fee was being charged for letters posted on the travelling 
post offices. This was abolished on 24 March 1877 as the fee was found apen 
to objection. Apparently it was reinstated befo!·e too long as Pugh's Almanac 
of 1879 lists late fee on letters, colonial and intercolonial as 3d per letter 
and 6d foreign. This fee was to be paid by affixing the required amount 
of postage stamps. Loose letters posted on board steamers were to bear a 
late fee, besides the postage, unless for delivery within the colony in which 
case only the regular postage was required. These rates appear to have 
remained in force through 1887 at least. 
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I have four late fee covers, dated March, April, May and September 1894. 
Three addressed to Brisbane have 3d in stamps ( 2d postage + ld Late Fee) 
or 2d stamps and ld postage due. The September cover, addrnssed to Armidale, 
N.S.W , has 3d postage and was charged ld postage clue. All four are marked 
Loose Ship Letter so were carried by sea over part of their journey, the 
T.P.O. service not having been established until around 1900. (Fig. 1 and 2.) 

These illustrate the rates in force from around 1892. The postage within 
Queensland was 2d per ~ oz, with a late fee charge of ld. To the other 
colonies however, while the postage was 2cl the late fee charge was an extra 
single rate of postage or 2cl, so the Armidale cover was short the lcl collected 
as postage due. These rates were in effect through 1898 at least. 

When the north coast railway was established, late fee bags were despatched 
from Brisbane to Gympie, Maryborough, Bundaberg, Gladstone, and Rock
hampton. On the Western Railway they were despatched to Roma, Mitchell , 
and Charleville, and on the interstate system to Sydn ey. Later, a van bag 
was placed in the guard's van on the northern mail train, Brisbane to Cairns, 
and a similar one on the Wallangarra to Brisbane mail train. 

In 1904 the regulations stated that late letters could be posted fifteen 
minutes after the time appointed for closing the mail at the post office; also 
aboard steamers, in the travelling post offices, and in the boxes provided at 
the principal railway stations for the reception of letters to be carried loose 
by the guards of all passenger and mixed trains; and at stations where boxes 
were not provided such letters could be handed to the guards or stationmasters. 

All late letters intended for delivery within the commonwealth must have 

LATE FEE 
cv-• 

Q- 8 

LATE FEE 
Q --1 

Q-9 

LATE FEE 
Q·3 

G.P.0. BRISBANE 

15JY62 

POSTED LATE FEE 
PORT MORESBY 

~-10 
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a late fee of ld affixed in addition to the ordinary postage. Letters for places 
in Queensland posted at any post offi ce without late fee affi xed would be 
detained until the followin g mail , but those sent by railway or steamer would 
be delivered on payment of the late fee. Late letters for places beyond the 
state to which a late fee was not affi xed would be detained until the following 
mail , excepted those posted on board steamers, the late fee on which would 
be collected on delivery. These regulations seem to have applied throu gh 1912. 

In 1914 the rates remained the same but the followin g regulation was added : 

Cor respondence posted on railway stations or trains or steamships at a pl ace where there 
is no post office or receiving offi ce, is to be accepted at the ordinary rate of postage, 
providing such correspond ence is endorsed "Posted at . . . ." (the name of the place 
at which posted) . 

This endorsement may be scarce, I have never seen or heard of one. 
In 1918 the late fee boxes at the Brisbane Central Hailway Station showed 

the followin g information : 

H ours of Posting 
For Southern Line - in the late fee box daily - 7:50 am 

in the T .P.0 . daily - 8.00 am 
For Western Line - in the late fee box, Tues. & Fri . - 1:45 pm 

in the T.P.O. T ues. & Fri . - 2:50 pm 
For N. Coast Line - in the late fee box, Tues., T hurs. & Fri. - 9: 45 pm 

in the late T .P.0 ., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. - 10:00 pm 

It is possible that each state in the Commonwealth had its own late fee 
rates until 25 November 1910 when all States' rules and rates were repealed, 
but I have been unable to get accurate information on this so far . After that 
date, the late fee charge should have b een uniform throughout the Common 
wealth. Until about 1952 this would have been ld on letters within the 
Commonwealth, and a single rate of postage beyond. Hegistered items, insured 
and uninsured parcels would have the rates set forth in my previous article 
''Late Fee Markings of N.S.W." ( P from A, Dec. 1975 ). 

Over th e years the followin g changes were made in late fee rates. 

1952 
1959 
1966- Feb. 
1967-0 ct . 
197 1- Feb. 

Letters 

2d 
5d 
4c 
Sc 
7c 

Registered items & Parcels 

4d 
JOd 

Sc 
lOc 
15c 

I have seen quite a few Queensland covers, especially in Tattersall 
accumul ations, which show postage which includes the late fee charge, but 
they bear no late fee markings. 

It appears that many towns in Queensland used straight-line markings 
reading "Late Fee'', especially in the early days, and no doubt some of these 
may be stored away in the smaller offices. 

After 1961 it is doubtful if late fee services were used except at the 
metropolitan and larger provisional offices. Brisbane still retains a late fee 
canceller though it has not been used for some time. A Late Fee box is 
still in operation at Homa Street railway station for mail to the north coast 
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(Cairns). But why it is not used for other lines I do not know. Kingaroy, 
in May 1975, was still using Type Q-1 on commercial mail bearing late fee 
postage but apparently late fee markers are not placed on late foe items 
except on a limited basis. 

In 1962 late fee facilities were established at Port Moresby, PNC for the 
Sunday mail flight of Trans-Australia Airlines, flight 1303. This flight left the 
airport daily, except Monday, at 11 a.m., with the mails closing at the post 
office at 9 a.m. 

At the airport a Late Fee box was available on Sunday and it was cleared 
by T.A.A. personnel just before the flight departed. This mail was carried 
uncancelled to Brisbane, where it received the Late Fee marking. It was 
available only for mail addressed to offices within the Commonwealth of 
Aush·alia and was intended to minimise the amount of mail which had to 
be held over from Sunday until Tuesday. ( P from A, September 1963, p. 67.) 

The first marker, Q-9, was rubber and temporary, being used for only seven 
flights , after whkh it was replaced with a steel marker, Q-10. 

In the list which follows, the dates given are the earliest and latest seen 
or reported to me, either on stamps or covers. Information given to me by 
the post office and other sources, is listed under "Remarks". 

No . Used From Date 

Q- J Townsville 17.3. 1894 

Q- 1 Bowen 30.4.1894 

Q- 1 May 1894 

Q- 1 Maryborough 19.9.1894 

Q- 1 Brisbane 17.7. 1903 

R emarks 

38 x M mm - Fig. l. 2d postage . ld Late 
Fee. Loose Ship Letter, b/s Brisbane 
22.3.94 probably carried by coastal ship 
down the coast. Late fee collected at 
destination. 
39t x 7 mm - Late Fee mark on stamps. 
Brisbane Loose Ship Letter handstamp, 
2d postage, ld Late Fee paid, no postage 
due. Brisbane 3.5 .94 on obverse. 
40 x 8 mm - Stamps cancelled with 
GPO Brisbane, no backstamps. From 
same correspondence as Bowen cover, 
but Late Fee marker and handwriting 
different, so doubt if it is from Bowen. 
2d postage, Id Late Fee collected as 
postage due. 
40t x 7 mm - Fig. 2. 3d postage + Id 
postage due, to cover 2d postage rate + 
2d late fee, see paragraph 8 of text. 
Loose Ship Letter marker believed Mary
borough. B/ s South & W estern TPO-Up 
which would indicate transmission to-. 
wards NSW border. Addressed to Armi
dale, N.S.W. 
38 x 7l mm - To Tasmania, 2d postage 
with l d Late Fee coll ected by postage 
due . This Late Fee marking used at 
Central R.R. Stn. before the Late Fee 
box was transferred to Roma St. Stn. 1 
Dec. 1940. Also used on trains 'for W al
langarra at NSW border. 
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No. Used From 
Q-1 Kingaroy 

Q -2 Normantown 
Q - 1 Forest Hill 
Q - 1 Croydon 
Q - 1 Rockhampton 
Q - 1 Warwick 
Q -1 St. George 
Q - 1 Dalby 
Q -3 Millaa Millaa 
Q - 1 (indistinct) 
Q -3 Maryborough 
Q - 1 Engllsburg 
Q3 - Toowoomba 

Q - 1 Mundubbera 

Q-3 Cunnamulla 
Q - 1 Charleville 
Q - 1 Nobby 
Q - 1 Warra 
Q -3 Mount Surprise 
Q -3 Chinchilla 
Q - 4 Rome St. Stn. 

Brisbane 

Q-5 GPO on mail 
leaving South 
Brisbane Stn. 
via Kyogle 

Q-6 Late Fee Box 
GPO Brisbane 

Q -7 Roma St. Stn. 
Brisbane 

Q -8 South Brisbane 
Station 

Q - 9 GPO Brisbane 

Q - 10 GPO Brisbane 

Q -1 ? 
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E11Tly Date 
14.4.1959 

5 .1. l 933 
18.1.1935 

Late Date 
14.4.1959 

on piece, no dates 
11.4.1942 

29.8.1958 18.9.1969 
3.12.1958 
21.12.1957 
30.4.1963 
8.7.1929 
17.2.1913 
12.? .1914 
7.5. 1958 

25.5.1957 

8.9.1969 
27.8.1969 
10.1.76 (per favour) 
13.1.76 (per favour) 
16.12.75 (per favour) 
13.1.76 (per favour) 
1932 3.ll.1937 

28.9.1929 1942 

12.3.1957 27.7.1965 

25 .11.1957 20.8.1963 

7.9. 1961 19.8.1963 

25.3.1962 6.5.1962 

13.5.1962 4.5.1969 

14.11.1900 

Rem11Tks 
38t x 7t mm, in use many years before 
1959, still in use. 
34t x 6 mm. 
37t x 8 mm. 
39t x 8 mm, stamps of 1907-09 issue. 
39 x 7 mm. 
38t x 6t mm. 
38t x 7 mm. 
37t x 8 mm. 
42t x 10 mm. 
38 x 6t mm, possibly H arlin . 
On stamps only, approx. 44t x St mm. 
On stamps only, approx. 40 x 8 mm. 
40 x 9t mm, discontinued but marker 
still at P.O. in 1969. 
39 x 7t mm. Brass marker with wood 
grip, put in use about 191 2. Returned to 
GPO Brisbane, 1961. 
42 x 9 mm. 
37t x 6t mm. 
38t x 7 mm. 
39 x 7 mm. 
40 x 8 mm. 
41 x 9t mm. 
Post Office believes this used at new 
Roma St. Station when opened 1.12.1940. 
I have it on stamps as early as 1932. Pro
bably replaced by Q -7. 
"K.S ." stands for "Kyogle Section". Put 
into use when first train ran over this 
section to Sydney. 

Still in use July 11, 1966, possibly as late 
as July 1974. 
Still in use July 11, 1966, possibly as late 
as July 1974. 
Tn use as early as April 1956 and perhaps 
as late as 1974. May have replaced Q-5. 
Used on mail posted Sundays in late fee 
box, Port Moresby, P-NG airport. Rub
ber stamp, used on only 7 Rights. 
Steel marker which replaced Q - 9. Pro
bably used later than 1969. 
38 x 6t mm. Seen only on piece can
called "T .P .O . No. l N.C.R'way Down". 

My thanks are due to many individuals who have helped with this article 
especially Mr Fred Wilde, of California; Messrs J. L. Amiet, B. Beston, J. 
Watson and H. M. Campbell, of Australia, and various officials and post
masters in the Australian Postal Commission. 

Help Wanted 
I do nor!: want to neglect the Late Fee Markings of Tasmania, South 

Australia, and Western Ausb·alia but covers showing their markings seem most 
elusive. Stamps of these three states with straight-line "LATE FEE" and 
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"POSTED IN LATE FEE BAG" both framed and unframed may be found 
but it is difficult to assign these markers to any particular town or city. 
Adelaide has had "Inward Late Fee" and "Late Fee Adelaide Railway" date 
stamps. 

Except for a few copies of a Commonwealth period "Late F ee, Launces ton, 
Tas." c.d.s. I have little information except that contained in the two volume 
work, Tasmania, Th e Postal History and Postal Markings. 

Can any reader help with information, copies of covers, etc? Please write 
me at 145 Fairl awn Ave, Waterbury, Ct. 06705, USA, so that this information may 
be recorded. I will refund postage and give full credit for any information 
supplied. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
M r R. C. Daley, F.R. P.S. L. 

M.r R. C. Daley, of Newcastle, has been 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. 

President at T wenty-five 

Mr J . R . W. Purves mentioned in his 
Presidentia l Address at the annual meeting 
of the Royal Phil atelic Society that he had 
first been president of t he society when 
twenty-fi ve. 

Successes at lnterphil, 
P bilad elpbia 

Austral as ian successes at lnterphil , '76, 
Phil adelphi a, in May were: 

Large Gold Medal, Mr John Ga rtner 
(Melbourne) , W estern A ustralia. 

G old : M r John S. \V hite (Sydney), New 
Zealand. 

Vermeil : Mr A. R . Burge (W ellington ), 
Sam oa, T be Palm-T ree Issue. 

Large Silver: Mrs P . L. Turnbull (Mel
bourne), Malta; Mr Marcel Stanley (W el
lington ) , New Zealand Proofs and Essays; 
and Mr L. J . Kilgour (New Ply mouth ), 
Great Barrier Islands Pigeonposts. 

Sil ve r : Mr E. G. Creed (Melbourne), 
Barbados. 

T opical Class - Large Sil ver Medal: Mr 
G. J . Eliott (Auckland ), Pbilatelic T erms. 

Literature Class - Sil ve r Medal : Royal 
Philatelic Society of New Zea land , New 
Zealand Starnp Collector. 

lnterphil '76 was the seventh Inte rnational 
Philatelic Exhibition staged in the United 
States. 

Famous Australian Stamps 

Th e lnterphil '76 number of Tb e A merican 
Pbilatelist (May 1976) has sixteen pages of 
"Aristocrats of Phil ately" in colour as its 
centra l fea ture. 

They include Copy 3 (L. N. and M. 
W illi ams, Stam ps of Fame) of the W estern 
Australia 4d " Inverted Swan" and the unique 
2d Sydney View tete-beche pair on cover 
addressed to "His Honor C. J . La Trobe, 
Esqre, Superintendent Melbourne" w ith 
"Col. Treasury 30th July 1850" in the lower 
left corner illustrated in Stamps o f Fam e 
(Plate 26) and referred to on page 192. 

The " Inverted Swan" has the cancellation 
11 in grid (Fremantle), in verted like the 
Swan, suggesting that the stamp might have 
been put "Swan upright" on the original 
cover. 

Dr Norman S. Hubbard considers it the 
fin est of the fourteen copies known. 

Bringing its history up to date (from 
Stamps of Fame) he says that when Ray
mond H . \ Neill Co bought the Philip H . 
\Va rd Jr collecti on in 1963, it was sold to 
Josiah K. Lilly. At the sale of the Lilly 
coll ection by Robert A. Siegel in New York 
in 1968 it went to another collector. 

The "Print and T urn" tete-beche Sydney 
View cover was acquired by Alfred F . 
Lichtenstein, passed to his daughter , Louise 
Boyd Dale. On her death it passed to the 
Ann e Boyd Li chtenstein Foundation. 

The article also mentions t hat w hen the 
collection of the Austra lian owner of the 
le British G uiana , 1856, Frederick Small, 
was sold hy Mr Siegel in 1970 it was bought 
by fr win \Veinberg, its present owner . 



QUEENSLAND POSTAL STATIONERY 
THE BACKGROUNDS AND THE ISSUES 

By P. COLLAS, F.R.P.S.L. 

Part One: 1880-97 

Not a great deal has been published in the literature concerning Queensland 
postal stationery and the present work is a serious attempt to provide an 
exhaustive overall account. 

Collectors interested in the field may utilize two major reference lists, 
that in Vol. IV ( Ausb·alasia) of the Robson Lowe Encyclapaedia of British 
Empire Stamps and the self-contained Higgins and Gage Priced Catalogue of. 
Postal Stationery of the World. One tends to lean to the latter as it is well 
illustrated and somewhat more descriptive. But, basically, both listings are 
the same, and the respective catalogue numbers coincide. There is also the 
Ascher catalogue, to which I did not have ready access. 

It needs to be mentioned that thrnughout the general text the expressions 
"Post Card" and "Letter Card", with and without initial capital letters, are used, 
such being the forms in which they were printed on the respective cards and 
employed in official publications and notices. During the late years of the 
Federal period, to 1912, graduations such as "Post-card" and "Postcard" began 
to appear in official and other descriptions and will be noted, as appropriate, 
in the text. Varyfag modes of expressions are to be found in the numerous 
quotations to be cited and in such instances the forms as originally printed 
are retained. 

The first item of stationery which the Queensland Post Office made available 
to the public was not stamped and, consequently, is not to be found in 
catalogue listings. It is described later in this work, under the heading of 
ENVELOPES. 

The ld Post COJrd, 1880~88 

The first item of Queensland's stamped postal stationery was the ld post 
card of 1880. Most other Australian colonies had by that year provided post 
cards and Queensland, although anxious to follow suit, did not then have 
the legislative authority to do so. However, the passage through the Queensland 
Parliament of The Post Card and Postal Note Act, 1880, assented to on 21 
September of that year, met the immediate Post Office requirement. The Act 
came into force on 1 October 1880 and it became practicable to issue the 
post cards later in the same month. 

The Queensland Postmaster-General's Report for 1880 had much to say 
concerning the advantages of the post card: 

Post cards arc designed to facilitate letter correspondence and provide for the transmission 
through the Post Office of short communications, either printed or written in pencil or 
ink. They may therefore be used for orders for goods, invitations, notices, receipts, 
acknowledgements, price lists, and other requirements of business and social life; and the 
matter requ ired to be conveyed may be either in writing, or in print, or in both. 

64 
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Post cards are of two kinds, namely: T he single post card , with a penny stamp thereOllJ, 

a_nd containing space _on . one side for the address only of the recipient, and on the other 
side for. the communication and the signature of the sender. T he double (or reply) post 
card , with two penny stamps thereon. 

Despite the reference in the last line to rep ly post cards, one cannot find a 
listing for these in the Robson Lowe and Higgins and Gage catalogues. There 
certainly was a basis for the official statement and the explanation is to be 
found in Vindin's Stamp Monthly, 23 July 1894, where Mr A. F . Bassett Hull 
wrote: 

The design of both single and reply ca rd is the same, the latter being simply two 
conj oi nt impressions of the single ca rd , one above the other, both on the same side, 
and neither fo lded nor perfo rated. 

So that unless one could obtain two of the cards, unsevered, it i ~ not possible 
to demonstrate the existence of a reply card . 

Section 2 of the Act of 1880 contained but a brief reference to reply cards: 

The Postmaster-General may, from t ime to time, issue single post cards, each bearing 
thereon a postage stamp of the value of one penny; and also double or reply post cards, 
each bearing thereon two postage stamps of the same val uc. 

While at first sight it might seem that an insc1; ptional distinction between 
cards should have been made, it is to be appreciated that at the time, for 
reasons to be explained, a reply post card could only have been used within 
the colony. 

In any case, reply post cards did not prove a success as it would appear 
that the first requisition of 900 double cards was also the last. 

When issued on 28 October 1880 the post card had much the same status 
as a letter and the then immediate intention was that it be used within the 
colony. If intended to be used intercolonially an additional ld stamp would 
have been needed to be affi xed to meet the then cunent letter rate of 2d 
per ~ oz, a rate which had been in force since 1 January 1874. 

About the time of the issue of the post card the Queensland Post Office 
sought to have reciprocal arrangements made with the other Australian colonies 
for the transmission of post cards throu ghout Australia at a ld rat e. However, 
it proved impracticable to advance the proposal. The major reason was that 
the whole of the revenue would have been absorbed in paying transit charges, 
particularly by ship, where the le tter gratuity was ld each. 

The position became clearer in 1886, when railway communications between 
the· eastern Australian colonies were nearly complete. It was agreed, later in 
that year, between the respective postal administrations, that from 1 January 
1887 post cards at the ld rate would be carri ed beween the colonies of 
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia without a charge 
being made for overland transit. As ship carriage was involved in the transit 
of mail to Tasmania and Western Australia the rnling letter rate continued to 
be applied to post cards addressed to those colonies. 
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Design and Producion 

SEPTEMBER 1976 

The main heading and the stamp on the 1880 post card were designed and 
engraved by Mr William Knight, at that time the Chief Engraver and Head 
of the Government Lithographic Office, Brisbane. Mr Knight had entered the 
then newly formed Lithographic Office on 21 September 1866 as assistant to 
Mr Thomas Ham, the first Chief Engraver. Following Mr Ham's retirement, 
Mr Knight was appointed Chief Engraver on 1 June 1870. He held that 
appointment until his own retirement late in 1898 when the position of Chief 
Engraver was allowed to lapse. 

It is desirable to mention here, as being significant to the later narrative, 
that until 1894 the Government Lithographic Office had continued to have 
semi-autonomous status and was not under the direct control of the Government 
Printer. However, the situation changed in 1894, the Government Printer 
gaining complete authority over what was then termed the Lithographic 
Branch. 

The overall post card and design, in keeping with the trends of the day, 
was quite elaborate, with the royal coat of arms at the left. In the top centre 
was a descriptive decorative panel embodying the words "Post Card" above 
"Queensland Australia". Below the panel were the words "The Address only 
to be written on this side''. The stamp impression was at the top right, serving 
to balance the coat of arms. The card area below normally bore four lines, 
comprised of short dashes, for the address, the word "To" appearing at the 
beginning of the first line. Surrounding the whole of the card design was a 
rectangular ornamental frame. 

Undoubtedly, the main identifying heading was engraved in copper, as 
was Knight's practice, and the relevant copper plate was part of the assembly 
of what was to become the master post card unit. The lines below the main 
heading and the address admonition, together with the "To" and the address 
lines, were from printer's type and general stock. The coat of arms was also 
part of the regular stock, being used extensively as a heading for government 
notices. Likewise, the overall frame was made up of four pieces of ornamental 
border stock. 

The post card stamp design was a modification of Queensland's first adhesive 
stamp design, a full-face portrait of Queen Victoria. On the post card the 
head and the immediate coloured background have the same general 
characteristics as the adhesive stamp except that in the transfer the fine crossed 
lines were lost, the ground became practically solid. The overall surround of 
the portrait was also the same except that a second outer line was added to 
complete the stamp impression. Within the oval surround occurred the major 
modifications. The arabesques each side were slightly simplified and the name 
"Queensland" at the top was redrawn in heavier lettering, as was the expression 
"One Penny" at base. A short dash was inserted after the "y" of "Penny", 
an aspect absent from the adhesive stamp design . 

It would seem that the method of re-working the adhesive stamp design, 
to adapt it for post card use, was first by a transfer of the central portion of 
the design from one of the impressions on a Perkins Bacon steel plate to an 
intermediate copper plate, upon which the further necessary work was done. 
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This new die was fitted into the waiting master which then became the 
unit from which the subsequ ent lithographic transfers were taken. 

Possibly du e to shrinkage variations inherent in the lithographic process, 
when separate transfers are prepared, as would have been necessary in this 
instance, one finds that the ornamental frame surrounding the whole of the 
post card design exhibits slight dimensional variations. This point is noted in 
the Robson Lowe and Higgins and Gage listings. By actual measurement of 
cards, borders have been noted as varying between a width of 131 and 132mm 
and a depth of 86 and 84mm. An average of cards examined would suggest 
that the objective measm ements were 131 x 85mm. As can be expected, the 
slight variations in the border dimensions are reflected in other design 
characteristics of the cards, but to a very small extent, barely measurable in 
most instances. 

One finds also, and the catalogues note, that the overall sizes of the cards 
vary considerably. This aspect was due, of course, to the precision, or otherwise, 
of the guillotine register markings during the process of separation. The 
"small" form of card, associated with thick paper stock, is listed as measuring 
between 138 and 140mm wide and 92 to 95mm deep. The "large" form, on 
thinner paper stock, is similarly recorded as 147 to 150mm by 95 to 102mm. 
From cards held it is found, however, that in the "small" group the maximum 
measurements appear to be 141 by 96mm, with various lesser combinations 
fitting into the catalogue limitations. In the "large" group the major combination 
seen is 150 x lOOmm. Cards of the initial issue, on thin paper stock, are known 
with handstruck "Specimen". 

An amazing variety of paper stock was used in the printing of the cards. 
The catalogues list the first printings of 1880 as being on cream to buff stock, 
with printing colours of vermilion, orange and salmon. These cannot always 
be identified with certainty, taking into account that 1882/86 printings are 
recorded as, being in carmine on white stock, and lilac red and pink on white 
to buff stock. Age, and exposure to atmospheric conditions certainly affected 
many of the stock colours. Again, on some cards either fading, weak transfers 
or light printings brought about the circumstance that the lines on the address 
face are not now visible. On the other hand, these lines are particularly 
prominent on some cards. One must accept that the variations noted in the 
standard listings, as to paper stock, colours, cards and border measurements, 
as well as other aspects, are all part of the vagaries which came about during 
the years of printing. Undoubtedly, catalogue listings could be improved. 

However, a general overall picture might be simply expressed as follows: 

1880 Colours and shades of carmine, rose, salmon, vermilion and orange 
on thin cream to buff stock, with card sizes up to 150 x lOOmm. 

1882 Colours and shades of lake and rose on thick white to pale buff 
stock, with card sizes up to 141 x 96mm. 

1886 Colours and shades of pink, rose, salmon and lilac red on thin white 
to buff stock, with card sizes up to 150 x lOOmm. 

As will be seen from the accompanying table, the quantity of post cards 
distributed to post offices to 31 December 1880 was 33,666. To the end of 
1887 the overall quantity was 735,965. Additionally, well over 90 per cent of 
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the 190,920 ld post cards distributed in 1888 would have been of the 1880 
type, and the balance of the new 1888 issue, bearing in mind that distribution 
of the ld post card of 1888 was not commenced until about the middle of 
December of that year. 

On the question of used cards these are, as catalogue prices indicate, much 
scarcer than the unused. The used examples in my possession were all 
addressed within the colony but, doubtless, examples sent to the other 
Australian colonies do exist. As the statistics show, the greatest usage was 
in the later years and examples with elates of 1880-83 are certainly much 
harder to find than those of 1884-88. 

[Although not pertinent to the narrative, it may be mentioned that in IS80 the E lectric 
Telegraph Department was using, for internal communications, an unstamped O.H.M.S. 
card, printed at th e Government Printing Office, w hich in size approximated that of 
the Id post card.] 

Year 

1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
189 1 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 

QUEENSLAND - STAMPED POSTAL STATIONERY 1880-95 

Quantities issued by the Distr ibutor o f Stamps, Brisbane 
Letter 

Post Cards Post Cards Post Cards Post Cards C d 
Id H d 2d 3d 2~r s 

33,666 
60,720 
64,519 
90,120 

101,880 
108,720 
121,360 
154,980 
190,920 
209,340 
211,888 
201,601 
209, 129 
201,901 
234, 154 
27 1,165 

1900 
2600 
2680 
1860 
2008 

2880 
3600 
270 

2570 
624 

1020 
1680 
1724 

2760 
3152 
120(} 
1660 
1040 
540 
240 
350 11,448 

It has not been possible to ascertain fi gures for 1896 and 1897 

To be continued 

Newspaper 
Wrappers 

-id 

11 7 ,680 
2,191,758 
2,084,880 
2,027,586 
2,098,484 



SORTING OF MAIL AT SEA 
By PETER JAFFE, F.R.P.S.L. 

Sorting of mails on the high seas on British ships dates from the late 1850's 
and some information appears in British records suggesting that incoming mail 
was the main concern. 

Illness seems to have checked early attempts to man the West Indies 
packet but there are suggestions that experiments were made east of Suez 
on Australian mails. 

Research on West Australian Gazettes has produced important information. 
On 5 February 1858 registration of items of United Kingdom mail was 
suggested to avoid sorting between Alexandria and Malta. 

On 11 May it was advised that even registered mail would be so sorted. 
For the fir st time in this connection we hear of Malta, as the junction -

it may be guessed - of the routes via Marseilles and directly to Southampton. 
The late Oliver Bowlby, a pioneer researcher into mail boat covers and 

the cancellations thought sorting was continued all the way home. 
The use to which the cancellation "A 24" was first put is now established. 

The next numbers went to Mal ta and Gibraltar to replace the "M" and "G" 
killers. 

While the Naval Agent had superior quarters and nominal duties the 
conditions of the actual sorters, even in calm seas, must have been vile, even 
when compared with those faced by sorters on land-based travelling post offices. 

NEW NAURU PRINTINGS 
A new printing of the current Nauru issue is being made with various denomina

tion ~ in the one sheet. The values will then be separated before they are sent to 
post offices. 

The printing is designed to fill the gap before a new issue and the idea has 
been adopted because of the differing numbers of the various denominations 
required. It is believed it will save paper and time. 

The printers will be Format International Security Printers Ltd, London , the 
normal contractors. There will be no first day covers. 

Details of the printing and ' plate numbers are: 

le ( Ekwanababae flower ) 50,000 lAlAlAlA lBlBlBlB lClClClC 
lDlDlDlD lElElElE 

2c ( Kauwe Iud flower ) 20,000 lAlAlAlA lBlBlBlB 
3c (Rim one flower) 10,000 lAlAlAlA 
4c ( Denea flower) 10,000 lAlAlAlA 
5c ( Erekogo flower) 20,000 lAlAlAlA lBlBlBlB 
7c ( Ikimago fi sh) 50,000 lAlAlAlA lBlBlBlB lClClClC 

lDlDl.DlD 
Be (Catching flying-fi sh ) 20,000 lAlAlAlA lBlBlBlB 
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OBITUARY 
MR G. R. L. CLARK 

Mr G. R. L. Clark, president of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
in 1950, who has been living in New South Wales, since about 1960, was 
fatally injured in an accident in Newcastle in July. 

Mr Clark, who had a good record in World War I , maintained his fitn ess, 
and was "jogging" when he was hit by a car and killed instantly. 

He was an executive of J. B. Were and Co, leading Melbourne stockbrokers 
for many years, before his wife's health compelled him to leave Melbourne. 
He moved first to Albury and then to Newcastle. 

For a period, he represented the ·fi rm in London . 
Mr Clark had notable coll ections of New Zealand, United States and 

Belgium. He maintained his interest in philately throughout his life and was 
a keen member of the Newcastle Philatelic Society. 

He was also Exchange Superintendent of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria for two years. 

His New Zealand won a silver-gilt medal at ANPEX 1950 (Melbourne) 
and a gold medal at ANPEX 1955 (Adelaide). 

He was a genial, kindly, gentleman. 
Deafn ess dating back to his war service, may have contributed to the 

accident. 

MRS MARJORIE GATES 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria lost one of its best-known personalities 
with the death of Mrs Marjorie Gates on 26 June. 

Mrs Gates, who had been a member for more than 20 years, had organised 
the suppers which have been such a successful feature of "Royal" meetings, 
from the establishment of Avoca Street until her last, prolonged illness. 

She was a foundation winner of the Purves Medal. 
She was also a member of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club, the Women's 

Philatelic Society, the U.S.A. Specialists' Society, the Footscray Philatelic 
Society, and the Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain . 

· Mrs Gates was a past president of the U.S.A. Specialists' Society and senior 
vice-president of the Women's Philatelic Society, and was a recipient of the 
Victorian Philateli c Association gold pin. 

Her wide-ranging interests included Switzerland, Great Britain, France, West 
Indies, and United Nations. 

She received a silver medal for Channel Islands at ANPEX 1970 ( Sydney) 
and a bronze medal for Jersey at A NP EX 1972 (Adelaide). 

For all the societies with which she was associated, Mrs Gates was an 
enthusiastic, reliable and devoted worker. 
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Mr H . F . \JcNess , a phil atelic personality w ho b ui lt up one of the greates t 
Commonwealth coll ections and also a fin e Wes tern Austra lian coll ection, died 
in Perth in July. He was in his eighti es. 

\fr \lcNcss was a member of an old a nd distin guished \ Ves tcrn Australian 
family. 

The purchase of the Jack Ca to co llcction, form ed hy th e well-known photo
grapher and author, was th e bas is of his Commonwealth collection, into which 
a number of o ther well -known collections were in corporated . 

Mr McNess will always be remembered for his inte res t in the Hoyal Phila telic 
Socie ty of Victoria and for the Joan w hi ch made it possible to acquire the head
qu arters building, and for oth er generos ity. 

H e was a life-member of th e society and his memorv is perpetua ted in the 
name of the meeting-room. "Th <' II . F. \lcNess Hoom;'. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
A Tbousr.ht for Every Day 

"Remember, one of t he greatest contr ib u
rions a member can make tO t he Society is 
shari ng his or he r philatelic research and 
knowledge. A cont inued w ill ingness to share 
your kn owledge is yo ur personal contribu
tion in keeping Stamp Collecting as the 
world 's ~o I a\·ocat ional pursuit."-T/.i e 
American Pbilatelist. 

First Fligbt Cover Display to Stay 

The displ ay of Fi rst F light covers put 011 

at t he National Library of A ust ra lia, Can
be r ra, fo r Nati ona l Stamp ' Veek has prn\'ed 
so po pular th at the Library has deci ded to 

cont inue it, wi th changes, until the end of 
Janua ry. 

Th e co\'e rs wi ll be changed at abo ut fi ,·e
weekly inte l'\'a ls, w ith a fi nal displ ay in late 
Dece mber and J anuary featu ring Zeppelin 
mails. 

Th e displ ay occ upies t\\'O showcases in t he 
Lih rary forer. 

.\l nrtime Postal History 

Ca p ra in T. C. S. \\'a rd, o f England, a 
1 11 ~m he r of th e Roya l Phil ate lic Society of 
\ ' icro ri a, has an articl e on t he A ustral ian 
Rcl\»tl .\J ail Com pany in the '1\'01'ember
J)ecc111hcr 1975 and ,\l arc h- l\1ay 1976 issues 
of Postal /-l istory , t he bu lletin of t he Posta l 
I li; rorv Socierv, London. 

Ca pra in \ \ 'al·d is cont inuing his stu dy o f 
.\mtrn lasia n ma ri ti me posta l history and is 
curre ntl y \\'o rking 0 11 a sim il ar histo ry of 
the first P & 0 Steamers ro ,·isit Austra lia , 
1852 -55. 

C/.iarit y l·:tiquette 

Recc i\'\:d from the U nited Stares recentl y a 
krre r " ·i th a red , \\' h ire and blue !>tri p air 
mail et iquette issued to fu rthe r t he hea rt 
appea l. 

Centra l is t he appeal emblem , w ith t he 
\ I :m is ". \ ir .\I ai l" in blue on the w hite 
g rou nd . In \\' hire on t he red and b lue is 
t he \1·ordi ng-, "These st ickers he lp fi g ht hea rt 
d isca, c '". 



REVIEWS 
Tbe Australian Air Mail Catalogue, edited 

by elson Eustis. 195 pp, 5% x 8'~ in. 
Published by The Hawthorn Press, 601 
Little Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000. 
Price, $20. 
Mr Eustis has kept the flag of aero

philately flying in Australia for more than 
forty years. The first edition of his Catalo
gue was produced in 1937 with 75 pages of 
listings. A supplement was produced in 
I 94 I, and the whole reprinted a few years 
ago. 

Now he has given aerophilatelists a priced 
listing covering nearly 200 pages. One is 
astonished at the range of material he has 
recorded. The first edition had just under 
600 major listings. This has more than 1800. 

Besides the main list, there are sections 
for rocket, balloon and hovercraft mails. 

Throughout, there are notes on the 
flights. Those appearing in earlier editions 
have been revised. Many details not avail
able in other aerophilatelic or aviation publi
cations have been included throughout, and 
for this all users will have cause to be grate
ful. 

There is a detailed record of Australia's 
first regular air mail service, Perth-Derby, 
192 I, which ended with crashes on both 
northward and southward flights . There are 
also details of the forgeries . 

Details of the first known dates of the 
1926 standard "Forwarded by Airmail" 
cachet at twelve post offices are a valuable 
addition to the catalogue. Other types at 
Carnarvon, Tambo and Mildura were also 
listed . 

The numbers of cards flown from each 
stage of Basil Watson's Mount Gambier
Melbourne 1917 mail are given, too, and the 
data on the Ross Smith flight greatly ex
panded and corrected, as the result of Mr 
Eustis's researches for his book Tbe Greatest 
Air Race. 

An immense amount of work has gone 
into the gathering of the details for the 
various covers. Perhaps it can be exemplified 
by item 774 - twenty-four unofficial covers 
flown from Mascot in the Faitb in Australia 
"for the first Australian aeria l funeral ser
vice". 

But in a work of this detail and magnitude 
some points must inevitably call for com
ment. Mr Eustis has maintained Rosenblum's 
"background" to the Herald air mails, al-
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though this appears to have been the result 
of a faulty memory. Examination of the 
Herald shows there was no railway strike in 
Melbourne at the time of the Melbourne
Traralgon flight, and there was no mention 
of a proposed weekly service between Mel
bourne and Hamilton. (The flights are re
viewed in P from A, June 1957, p. 58.) 

A book of this type is much used for 
write-ups and the titles of pilots holding air 
force or company ran ks are important. 
G. J. Powell (989-990) was Air Commodore 
G. J . Powell, and his aircraft Commando. 
Captain P. T. L. Taylor, of Australian 
National Airways, is "P. T. L. Taylor" for 
items 1030, 1041, 1042, and "Captain L. Tay
lor" for items 1066, 1067-1067a. 

For the record, the pilot for the opening 
of W. R. Carpenter Airlines' Sydney
Rabau l route was Captain R. 0. Mant. 

The first mail of the K.L.M.-K.N.T.L.M. 
Amsterdam-Sydney service of 1938 was in 
the DC3 Emoe to Batavia and then in a 
Lockheed 14 flown by Captain G. van 
Messel. 

The MacRobertson Air Race pilot (p. 67) 
was Mr 0. Cathcart-Jones. 

Doubtless the new facts will be included 
in a future edition. 

Also, what right has the Goble label 
(items 70a-70b) to a place in the catalogue? 

Mr Eustis has done a great service by 
providing such a comprehensive listing of 
Australia's air covers, with values - a task 
made infinitely demanding by the haphazard 
development of Australia's air services and 
the scattered nature of the historical records. 

The typography and production standards 
of The Hawthorn Press, joined with Mr 
Eustis's efforts, have provided a reference 
book that may well give new impetus to 
Australian aerophilately, and one that may 
find its way on to library shelves when 
earlier editions may have been placed among 
the pamphlets. 

The listing of the Tasman airmails gives 
the book a lively New Zealand interest also. 

A History of tin Post Office in Tasmania, 
by Mrs V. B. Adnum. 72 pp., 25 cm x 
17.75 cm. Compiled and published by 
Australia Post; available through Australia 
Post. Price 50c. 
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Mrs Adnum, of the A.P.0. Library in 
Hobart, Tasmania, has compiled, almost 
from scratch, a highly readable account of 
development of the Post Office and tele
graph and wire services in Tasmania from 
start to the present. 

This essentially is a book for the historian, 
but it also forms an essential part of any 
study of Tasmania's postal history. 

Where this book excels is in its back
ground information. Development is syste
matically chronicled . 

To review this publication, one has to 
realise it is an informative guide and not 
in any way moving into the highly com
plex fi eld that the "Royal" took on with 
its study of Tasmanian history, now in print 
in two volumes, Tasmania: The Postal His
tory and Postal Markings (1962 and 1975). 
Mrs Adnum admits there probably is much 
to be lea rned, and asks that extra informa
tion in the hand s of collectors be relayed 
to her. This is pleasing in itself, because 
Australia's Post Office in earlier times so 
badly neglected its history that researchers 
now have to sort through nightmarish data 
to arrive at their findings . 

Tasmania, particularly, now appears to 
have an administ ration which is out to cor
rect this. 

Philatelically, there is much missing. The 
stam p issues and their uses are covered 
rather scantily. So, too, are the cancella
tions. Again , a reviewer must remind him
self this is a guide to actual history and not 
in itself a philatelic work. 

If criticism be fairly levelled, it is in two 
fi elds. One, perhaps, is the sca nt data on 
T asmania's now famous pictorial series, 
where the whole comment seems to revolve 
around the acceptabi li ty or otherwise of the 
Id Mt vVellington scene. This unique set 
could have commanded considerab ly more 
space than it received, and one hopes any 
future edition wi ll rectify this. 

The other point highly noticeable is the 
general emphasis on the Post Office's de
velopment through regions, in which the 
south and north - and indeed, the north
east - of the State enj oy a lion's share of 
cover. 

The vo lati le development of the Post 
Office on the west coast upon the opening 
up of this rich mining area does not get 
much mention. Nor does the - at times -
com plex spread of offices into the rich 
agricultural area of the north-west. 

This information, however, is sure to be 

avai labl e to Mrs Adnum for the next edition, 
if th ere is one - and this is an edition that 
deserves to be developed. She has worked 
splendidly with the official and secondary 
data ava ilab le to her. Also, it is a pity she 
apparently did not know of the vast revision 
done by researchers to the "Royal's" first 
Tasmanian postal history publication, w hich 
was released last year. 

But, as a historical cover of events, from 
the first postmaster of Tasmania (there's 
always con fli ct on this one!) to the first 
link by convict runner between Hobart and 
Launceston, this soft-cover publication is a 
must for th e Tasmaniana enthusiast. Some 
fine pictures liberally dotted throughout 
splendidly set off what must have been a 
gigantic project. 

JOHN AVERY 

N ew Zealand Postal Slogans, by R . M. 
Startup. Limited edition. 160 pp., St x 11:1.: 
in . Mimeographed, w ith spiral binding. 
Published by the Postal History Society 
of New Zealand, Box 25- 105, St H eliers, 
Auckland 5, New Zealand. Prize $NZ5. 
vVith the series of handbooks published 

by the Royal Phil atelic Society of New 
Zealand and the steady stream of publica
tions being produced by the Postal History 
Society of New Zealand, and with Campbell 
Paterson's Louse-Leaf catalogue, one begins 
to wonder if it is not the country w ith the 
most comprehensive coverage by philatelic 
publications. 

Certainly it demonstrates the infinite 
var iety of interest that collectors can find in 
their specialty. 

Tn this latest work, Mr Startup has identi
fied the slogans to the various types of 
cancelling machines, with details and his
torica l background. 

It is interesting to note that there was an 
experimental machine in Christchurch as 
early as 1865 and one in Auckland about 
1874. 

The Christchurch machine was invented 
by M.r F. E. Wright, the postmaster, and 
was used for backstamping. Tt is identified 
by the circu lar datestamp being sideways 
to th e length of the cover. 

The Auckland machine, invented by a 
Mr (Samuel ? ) Vai les, is known only by a 
trial cover and one from London trials in 
1878. 

A complai nt about heavy postmarking, a 
few days after the introduction of the 1898 
pictorials, with a suggestion that an Ameri-
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ca n postmarking machine givi ng clea r ca n
ce ll ations be bought, led to the acquisition 
of a Barr-Fyke machine w hich went in to 
sen·ice in \Vellington on 8 August L899. 
The well -known New Zealand flag replaced 
the vertica l lines in the marking on lO 
Ocrober. 

Mr D . R obertson, who became secretary 
of the Post and Telegraph D epartment, de
sig ned a machine w hich went into service 
at \Vellington in June 1902 and was adopted . 

Other ol'erseas machines such as the 
U nil'e rsa l were brought into serv ice, but 
New Zealand i1wentors continued active. A 
partially successfu l Tmperial P ostmarkers 
Ltd machine was used in Auckland in 19 19 
and 1\fr H . ]. Saville inl'cnted a machine 
in 1946 that has been widely used. 

The first sloga n was "New Zealand P enny 
Postage" in 1903 . Auc kl and Exhibition 
sloga ns followed in 1912 and patriotic 
slogans in 1916. 

,\ l r Startup has provided a comprehensive 
and d etailed list of sloga ns, identifying 
machine-types, offices, dates and dies. This 
can only he described as stupen dous. The 
slogans arc arranged in alphabetical order. 

Mr Startup also notes that slogans on 
Un i\·ersal type machines have been tradi 
tionally on the right of the date head. ow 
NZ is reversing them so that the datestamp 
fa lls on the stamp. 

One ca n only praise the industry, per
se\·erance and dedication over many years 
that have made this production possible and 
express well -merited appreciation of the 
work. 

Reco1111111111de. Cbarge, Ei11geschrieben, by 
H einrich Turk. 176 pp. 8! x 71 in . Author: 
Heinrich Turk, Richard YVagner Strasse 
2, 68 i\fa nnheim, ' Vest Germany. Price, 
Di\{20. 

This most interesting handbook deals ex
clusi\·ely w ith Germa n R egistered i\ !ail from 
1667 to date . 

Particular attention is paid to the prc
philatelic items and listi ng of the "Charge" 
markings. Tncludcd also is a description of 
the \'arious colours used for them. 

T he author traces the history of all the 
\·arious markings, through the German 
States, right to the modern registration 

labels, describing all those of the German 
Occu pations of World Wars l and II, Saar, 
former German Colonies, German Post 
Offices abroad, Balloon Post and Zeppelin 
mail. 

Being richly illustrated, it is easy to fol
low, e \·en for a non-Ge rman reader. 

There are two maps in full colour. Nea rly 
J 50 cm·ers and more than 350 other R egis
tration labels are illustrated. 

Of particular interest to P ac ifi c readers 
arc the Friedrichshafen label ( 1901 printing), 
Simpsonhafe n (Bremen printing), Jaluit, 
1\1arshall Tslands (two types, Hamburg 
printing), Saipan, also overprinted Maricnen 
by handstamp, and Apia. 

Knowl edge of the New Guinea types 
that were overprinted "G.R.T." invites us to 
hope that one day Mr Turk w ill publish a 
sequel, listing the places for which registra
tion labels were issued, and their types. 

In the P acific area, this knowledge is frag
mentary and a comprehensive publication 
would be of great value and be warml y 
welcomed . 

Finally, every ser ious snident of Germany 
or her Colonies, w hether philatelist or postal 
historian, must be grateful for this book, and 
for the immense amount of work and study 
that has made it poss ibl e. 

M. ZITRON 

Handstamps of tbe Travelling Post Offices 
of New Soutb Wales, by V. Franken
stein . 7 pp., 6% x 91 in . Published by 
Robson Lowe Ltd, 50 Pall i\ !all, Lond on, 
SWLY 5JZ. Price, .£1. 
Mr Frankstein has updated and expanded 

the wo rk of Mr J . \Vhitsed Dovey on the 
T.P.O. postmarks of New South \Vales to 
give a comprehensive listing. 

The work deals with those found on 
New South Wales stamps only. A page of 
illustrations shows the sixteen types. 

Mr Frankenstein li sts sixty-one markings, 
from 1876 to 1913, altho ugh some of them 
may ha ve been earlier. 

Each line is dealt w ith separately, and 
each marking is identified as to type, dia
meter, approximate dates (where known ), 
number of date lines, ga ng numbers, re
marks, and degree of scarcity. 

Altogether, it is a welcome publication 
and deserves a sequel covering the Com
monwealth period . 



THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA 

Members' Diary 
L976 
September 

I ( 12.30-4.00) Open House . 
6 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 

16 Recent Acqu isitions and Others, Mr P. Jaffe 
27 Exhibition Opens, Lower Town Hall, Mel

bourne 
30 Pe rsia, Miss Joyce Buchanan 

(Th e Society will meet as usual, a lthough 
the exhibition is being h eld at the same 
time) 

October 
6 ( 12.3 0-4.00) Open House 

11 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversat10n 
21 Stamp D11ty and Stamp Statutes of Vic

toria, Mr K. F. Scudder 
Mainly Victorian Postmarks, Mr G. T. White 

November 
3 ( J 2.30-4.00) Open House . 
8 ( 6.30-9.30) Librnry and Conversat101~ 

18 Tasrnnnian Postal History nnd Cancellations , 
Mr H. L. Askeland 

20 Sale 

Dece mber 
1 ( 12.30-4.00) Open House 

13 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 
16 Pondcrings on Phi ladelphia, Mr John Gartner 

1977 
J anuary 

5 ( 12.30-4.00) Ope n House 
20 Commonwealth Stuches, Mr L. Skinner 

Medal Competition 
Mr D . E. Napier won the Society's Silver Medal 

nt th e annual competition, U1e feature of the Ju1~e 
rneeting. His entry was a study of the Hhodesia 
Large Arms. 

The Bronze Medal was awarded to Mr J. B. 
Trowbridge for a postal histo_ry study, The Fo'.
warding Agents, with em1Jh as1s on Trans-At1nnhc 
rnails. 

Mr Napier's entry ranged frorn essays and proofs 
to th e use of lhe stamps as currency. 

Other entri es were: Mr A. W. Bunn, B.C.O.F., 
wi tl1 s tress on trial printings and high value im 
prints; Mr W . Walker, Paris Postmarks, from .1772; 
Mr C. Davis , F lights into History, rare pioneer 
airmail coveri; and Mr T. Morgan, Registered Mail 
in Canada. 

A1mual Meeting 
The Pres ident (Mr J . H. W. Purves) reported 

another successful year, with the membership total 
ling 255. There were four deaths during the year. 

A successful p h ilateli c society was based on 
integrity, stability and continuity, h e said. 

While it had to keep in touch with present-day 
deve1opmcnts, change for the sake of change would 
not get anybody anywh ere. The policy of the 
society had a lways been to h as ten slowly. 

As costs 1·os~, it was necessary to see that revcnw· 
rose at the same time. This was being accomplished , 
but the two were very close to one another. 

The sa les branch was the Society's main 
revenue source and sales had improved. 

' 
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Mr Purves paid a speCial trihulo lo the work of 
Mr Lester and Mr C reed in maintaining the brnnch 
which many helieved was the best jn Australia. 

The Treasurer (Mr L. W. Buchanan) sa id th e 
Society was in a good financial position and the 
careful watch necessary to see it s tayed that way 
would he kept. 

Repairs and maintenance to the building had 
been the largest item of expenditure. The ext.erior 
and some parts of the interior had been pnmted 
and there hnd heen some remodelling. 

There hud been substantial donations both to the 
Society - mainly due to the direct effo1ts of two 
senior rnernh e rs - and to the Publications Fund. 

Mr H. Lloyd-Smith, librarian, who retired ofter 
twcnty-tluC'l' y(•ars, sa id that in the period he had 
held office the library hod grown to seven times 
its size and the borrowings had increased ten-fold. 
Forty titles were added last yea r, bringing the total 
to 2243 vnl1111ws, with another 1300 volumes of 
hound periodicals. 

Last yen r's borrowings, three hundred a nd forty
eight, were a new record. Most of th e borrowers 
were members who had recently jojned the Society. 

Officers elected: President, Mr M. B. Watson; 
vice-president, Mr D. N. Baker; irnmedinte pa.!\t 
president, Mr J. R. W. PurvC's; secretary, ?vlr D. E . 
Napier; t reasurer, Mr L. W. Buchanan; Council, 
Misses M. Farley and H . Serjeant White; Messrs 
H. L. Chisholm, J. Ga1tner, P. Jaffe, T. C. Lester, 
C. G. C. Skl'\Vl'S and J. B. Trowbridge; librar ian , 
Mr G. N. Kl'IJow; superintendent, Sales Branch, 
Mr T. C. Lester; snperinlt>ndent, Exchange Branch, 
Mr T. H. Morgan; press correspondent, Mr Tl. l .... 
C hi4' h olm. 

Presidential Display 
Mr Purves's Presidential Display was The Burred 

Oval Cancell ations of Victoria, successors to the 
original "RutterAies", and Mr Purves showed lhem 
on all the stamps of their period from H alf-Lengt hs 
and QuePn on Throne onward. 

Many were on cover or tying pieces, nnd a 
number of the covers, hesid(•s hack.stamps, showt•d 
other markings of the period. 

One, with the framed "Pn id at Loxton'' rnarkings, 
was addressed to the PMG, Captain A. M('Crne. 

Mr Purves snic\ tl"1ere were one h\lndred and ten 
Barred Numerals, although No. 110 h ad not been 
i~sul'd. It was known from an impression in thl' 
records. 

Four of th e numhers had not been seen - Nos. 
71, 84, 9R and 98. He did not possess Nos. 65 
or 58. Another thirty-three n11mhers had yet lo be 
tied. 

Mr Purvl's said the num{~rals were made in two 
batches. Tlw tender for making the first fifty wus 
acce pted on 2.5 July 1851 and the second about 
September J 8.52. 

Tbe first fifty were nll o ttecl by September 18.52 to 
new nffict·s as askl•d for, without any genera l dis
tribution. 

Jn the seco nd period. aft!'r 4 October 1852, the 
canceller'\ wt·re allo tted in order of date of rcq11i
sition. 

Cnnadin11 Airmails 
An innovation in the typP of display was pro

vided hy Mr D. G. Cox, who came from Newcastle 
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to show part of his extensive coll ection of Canadian 
Airmails at the second July meeting. 

Unusual itern s shown included a card com
memorating the twen ty-fifth anniversary of the first 
powered Right in the British Empire, by J. A. D. 
McCurdy, in Dr Alexander Graham Bell's Sil ver 
Dart. 

TI>e card, which showed McCurdy at the con
trols of the Silver Dart, was autographed by him. 
The half-mile Right was at Baddeck, Nova Scotia , 
on 23 F ebruary 1909. 

Others were covers signed by Captain A. Roy 
Brown and W . R. May. Brown was the pilot who 
had been credited with shooting clown Baron von 
Richthofen, who was pursuing the novice pilot May. 
Both became noted "bush pilots" in Canada's north. 

Mr Cox explained that Canadian airmails had 
three periods - stamps produced by pioneer aeri al 
promotion bodies, totalling about six, 1918-28; semi
official stamps issued by about fifteen com pani es 
but sold at post offi ces, the revenue going to the 
individual airlines, 1923-34; and then government 
issues, 1928-50. 

Mr Cox showed stamps and covers from each 
period . They included the 25c Toronto-Ottawa, 
1918, which Mr Cox discovered h ad been printed 
on two papers, in tete-beche pair, the 1919 

Toronto-New York stamp and cover flown on the 
return trip ; Maritime and Newfoundland Airways 
proofs wi th flown cover, St Pierre France-S t Johns; 
and a sheet of eight Patricia Airways with Red 
Lake overprint inverted. 

It was altogether an original, interesting and 
picturesque display. 

Ladies' Night 
Nine women members provided a varied and 

interesting display for the August meeting. 
Their choices ranged from classics to themati cs, 

from technical studies of the current AustraUan 
Paintings series to postal stationery, and covered 
four continents. 

The exhibitors were: Miss I . Kerry, Austria; Miss 
M. La mbe, Baden Powell ; Mrs P. L . Turnbull , 
Queensland postal stationery; Mi ss M. Farley, USA; 
Mrs B. I. Van Tenac, the present Australi an dollar 
values; Mrs M. Rodwell , Early Victoria; Miss H. 
Serjeant White, First Wate rmark Kangaroos; Miss 
J. Harwood, Romon States; and Mrs D . King, China. 

The display was compered by Miss Serjeant 
White, who recalled that ladies had always been 
prominent in the society. Two ladies, Madame 
Crivelli and Miss Simson, had been elected at its 
second meeti ng. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

1976 
October 

Members' Diary 

12 Workshop Night. Audience participation and 
questions. Dutch auction. 

November 
9 Postal History of New Zealand T .P.Os, Dr 

Denbeigh Garrard . 
December 

14 Unpopular Choice and/or my sideline col
lections - five sheets a member. 

1977 
January 

11 The Stamps and Postal History of Early 
Olympics, Mr R. C. Daley, P.R.P.S.L. 

At our annual mee ting we were pleased to 
see Mr Alan Bunn from Melbourne. We are a lways 
happy to welcome interstate visitors and if anyone 
reading this is visiting Sydney we meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month on the 7th floor, 
G. U .0 .0 .F . Building, 149 Castlereagh Street, Syd
ney, at 8 p.m. Enquiries may be sent to Mrs 
Nita Wilson, Secretary, Box 1751 G.P .O., Sydney 
2001. 

Conmwnwealth on Slides 
At the June meeting, Mr Norman Sheppard com

pered a slide night on behalf of the Australian 
Commonwealth Collectors' Club. 

T he majority of the slides dealt with the l 'hd 
Die TT George V. 

Mr Sheppard said the work begun by Dr Les 
Abramovich had been carri ed on by Mr Alex Pail
thorpe. The most researched stamp of this series 
was No. 59, with its void corner fl aw, th e earlies t 
known dated copy being 3 1 December 1926. 

Another stamp dealt with in detail was No. 53, 
with its irregularities in the crown, which almost 
van ished . Then about May 1928 the stamp showed 
re-entries. 

Other slides showed the Raws in tbe 8d Tiger 

Cat, the 6d blue Kangaroo with its retouched E, 
and the substituted stamp, the ld reds, surface
printecl and engraved, the 2d 150th Anniversary of 
the Landing showing the " Man with a Tail" and 
the "Pantaloon" fl aw, the "Penavy" flaw, the re
touched corner of the ld red George V, and re
touched " Penavy" fl aw of the ld green George V. 

Of interest also were the 2d red forgery of 
193 1 and the £2 Kangaroo Sperati forgery. 

Annual Meeting 
The July meeting was the 26th Annual Meeting, 

at which the following office-bearers were elected : 
President, Mr E. J . Garrard, F.R.P.S.L.; Vice-Presi
dents, Mr V. Frankenstein, F.R.P.S.L., and Mr H . 
Nott; Secretary, Mrs N. Wilson ; Assistant Secretary, 
Mrs S. Jones; Treasurer, Dr D. Garrard; Exch ange 
Superintendent, Mr H . Nott; Librarian, Mr D . 
Benson ; Committee, Mrs D. Brown, Mrs A. D . Gar
rard and Mr H. Rubin . F.R.P.S.L. 

Following the election of officers the President 's 
Display was given by Mr Garrard. His subject was 
"The Postal History and Stamps of Norfolk Island". 

He outlined the postal his tory of Norfolk Island 
from 1832 to World War II and summarised the 
chief events : 

Mr Garrard showed us examples of many of the 
early stamps and cancell ations. Among the more 
unusual ones were cancellations of N.S.W., Queens
land, S.A., W .A., Paquebot and Tasmani an and 
Australi an stamps with the wording of Norfolk 
Island . H e finished his display with World W ar IT 
war covers and Norfolk Island's own stamps, 
which included commemoratives and coils. 

Nortb-West Pacific [s/((?'lds 
Mr H arry Nott presented a very fin e display of 

the stamps of the North-West Pacific Islands for 
the August ff1 eeting. 

Mr Nott has always been a popular exhibitor at 
the Royal and we always welcome his displays. 



1Jkilalel11 tl'om 
f}.uslalia 

Cumulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 20 volumes. 

Two thousand quick easy refer
ences to material published in 
P. from A. make these a "must" 

for every serious collector. 

$1.50 each 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Box 222 GPO, Melbourne 3001 

SEARCH FOR STAMPS 

We are planning to visit Australia 
during December 1976 and would be 
pleased to meet collectors and 
dealers who have worthwhile proper
ties they wish to sell outright or 
through public auction. 

Please write : 

Richard Gordon, President 

HARMER ROOKE & CO INC 

3 East 57th Street 

New York, New York 10022 

U.S.A. 

Established London 1903 

New York 1939 

Fiji: The Stamps and Postal History, J . G. Rodger and 
R. F. Duberal $12.50 

Fiji Post Offices and Postal Cancellations, H. M. Campbell $3.00 

Western Australia : The Perkins Bacon Printings 1854-1861 ; 
The De La Rue Printings 1864-1902, A. F. Bassett Hull $2.00 

The 1897 Issue of Tonga, Eric W. Mann $2.00 

North-West Pacific Islands, J . R. W. Purves $2.00 

Sarawak: The De La Rue Issues of 1918 to 1928 and the 
Associated Printings, L. H. Shipman $3.00 

The Postal History of Barakoma Airfield , A. H. Voyce $3.00 

POSTAGE EXTRA 
All prices recommended on ly 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000 
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PHILATELY FROJ1v1 AUSTRALIA 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 
PRESENTED FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL PHILATELISTS 

We are expanding and establishing fresh out lets. 

We are selling stock faster than it can be replaced . 

We must buy. 

We have a long history of successful negotiation and purchase of some of the 

best collections ever assembled in this country. 

We will not be outbid by anyone for material that we require. 

We pay cash. 

We require quality collections, single items, accumulations or dealers' stocks. 

We will travel to view suitable material. 

We ask you to remember - it will pay to contact us before you sell. 

MAX STERN & GO 234 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE 
PORT PHILLIP ARCADE (opp. Flinders St. Station) 

Mail to Box 997H GPO MELBOURNE 3001 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION S 
Every month in our Auctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua, New Guinea 

and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auctio n Catalogue within Australia 
(inc. Prices Rea lised) to December 1977, $10.00 

Overseas rates on application 

+< S11m;:i le Auction Cata logue forwarded on mention of this advertisement -+< 

P. J. DOWNIE 
6th FLOOR, 94 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 
Phones 654 3518 or 63 2503 Telegrams and Cables: Oowniestamps, Melbourne 
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THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatelic Society of Victoria, which wu founded In 1892, and which In 1948 
bad the privlle1e conferred upon It of the uae of the prefts "ROYAL", fl a Society 
to which you, as a collector, should belong. Among its many advantages are: 

il SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR- ii QUARTZ LAMP .. MICRO-
GAN: Philately from Au1eralla SCOPE and a Reference Forie11 
is posted free to all members. Collection are available. 
il MEETINGS held on the third 
and fifth Thursday of the month 
at 7.45 p.m. In Ill own premises, 
6 Avoca Street, South Tarra, 
Melbourne, 3141. 

il EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate 
regularly within Australia to In
terested members. 

il THE SALES BRANCH en-
11ble1 members to buy and sell 
1tamp1 not considered suitable by the vendor 
for exchange 1heet1. Postal bids accepted from 
members for any Item. 

il COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY fl open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other 
night monthly or by arrangement with the 
Librarian. Also 12.30 on first Wedne1day1. 

il CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic foumala printed In Engliah are 
available on the tables at the Society'• rooD11. 

ii MONTHLY DISPLAYS: It bu 
alway• been Society r.licJ to ob
tain the beat avallab e collectlom 
for dl1play at Society monthly 
meetings, Lectur• and Dllcua· 
lions by leadln1 Pbllateliltl en
able members to Improve their 
philatelic knowledge. 

ii PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society Include• esperU on 

almost all branches of Philately, whose advice 
Is always available. 

il THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee : $15.00; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolitan Members, $12.50; Country and 
Interstate, $8.00; Overseas, $10.00. 

ii ALL COMMUNICATIONS ahould be 
directed to Mr DONALD NAPIER (Sec.), 
Box 222, G.P.O., Meihoume 3001, 819 2466. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC· CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

il OFFICIAL ORGAN: PhlloC•l11 
from Auatralla ii available to 1118111• 

hen at special subscription rate. 

ii MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meet• at 7.30 p.m. on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at the No. l 
Hall, 7th Floor, G.U.O.O.F. Building, 
149 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 

il EXCHANGE BRANCH: Memben 
are entitled to receive the Exchange 
Boob which circulate regularly 
within AwtraUa. 

il LIBRARY: A Jlbral)', comprillng over 1000 
volumes, ii available for UH of memben by 
arrangement with the Librarian. 

il MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Dlapley1 
of lnter•tln1 collection• and fhlla
telio ltema are a feature o the 
monthly meeting• of the Cub. It II 
the policy of the Club to brine to the 
members the h•t available dilplaya, 
while lecturM and Dllcuulom help 
to further the philatelic knowled1e 
of memben. Tbe advice of mem
ben, espertl In molt brancbel of 
philately, II ahraya available when 
requested. 

THE CLUB'S FEES are: City members, 
$5.50; Country memben, $4.00. 

Subscrlptlona are due 1 July yearly. There 
ii no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addru1ed to -

Mrs Nita M. Wiison, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 



ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS 
With regular auctions held In BASLE, BOURNEMOUTH, GENEVA, LONDON 
and MELBOURNE, we attract International bidding from leading collectors 

and dealers and believe 

"WE SELL YOUR STAMPS 
WHERE THEY SELL BEST'' 

Suitable collections, single rarities, specialised sales, postal history or 
revenue stamps and documents can always be accepted for Inclusion In 

an appropriate sale. 

"BUSY BUYERS' SERVICE" 
For the collector whose interests are limited to not more than three 
countries, this Is an Invaluable service. Only the catalogues (or cuttings) 
of the subject he Is Interested In are despatched, Instead of all our 

catalogues. 

Monthly auctions are held by: 

BOURNEMOUTH STAMP AUCTIONS 
(a branch of Robson Lowe Ltd.) 

which Invariably Include much of interest to collectors of the Pacific Area. 

Write for specimen catalogue to: 
Boumemouth Stamp Auctions, 89, Poole Hill, Bournemouth, Eng'land. 

Our next auction In AUSTRALIA, 25 November 1976, 
Includes the third portion of the "Henry Harvey" VICTORIA 

Subscription rate card and details of the Busy Buyers' Service from: 

Robson Lowe Ltd 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND 

<Overseas Division: Robson Lowe International Ltd) 

Cables: 'Stamps London SW1'. Telex: 815410. V.A.T. Regd. No. 231/4411/31 

Collectors sending property for sale can avoid British Value Added Tax com
plications by including the V.A.T. number on the outside of the package. If 
sending by freight (air or surface) please secure the appropriate labeZ. from us 

before despatch. 


