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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER 
This quarterly journal made its first appearance in March 1949. Our editor, 

with his usual generosity, has asked the writer (who contributed the first 
"leader") to step forward again. 

That first leader has been carefully re-read and will be referred to later, since 
much of what was then said remains perfectly valid in 1974. 

Perhaps. the first comment that one should make on this occasion is that 
although twenty-five years, in terms of general history, constitutes a relatively 
short period it is - over the history of philaitely - quite a long one. There are 
of course journals like the London Philatelist which has now been in continuous 
publication for 82 years! Our own Australian Stamp Journal (Sydney) lasted 
just on 41 years, and the Australian Stamp Monthly is now in its 44th year. 
These, however, are the exceptions and not the rule. Most journals emerge on 
a wave of enthusiasm but die relatively quickly, encountering either an inflow 
of desert air in relation to potential readers or some other factor, such as a 
shortage of suitable personnel to keep things going or, more generally, a lack of 
finance and th e inability to incur loss. 

Journal s, of course, are either house organs run on a commercial basis by 
the proprietors or they are published by a Philatelic Society which specifically 
speaks for a certain type of collector or for a certain kind or area of collecting. 

In these latter cases it is quite obvious, by comparison with the more com
mercial endeavours, that the circulation will be limited, that a great deal of 
unpaid but necessarily enthusiastic labour will be required, and that the 
chances of making profits (when one has related the overheads to the revenues) 
are small indeed. 

Just to make one point. Advertising is hard to get, and for a quarterly 
harder than for a weekly or a monthly. It is, in fact, largely a matter of good-
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will when any journal of limited circulation receives paid advertising. It speaks 
well for the Society and the respect in which it is h eld by the professional 
element that we continue to receive the support of so many advertisers who 
really matter. 

There are, I think, two policies that are basic to the conduct of a journal 
such as ours. The first concerns the necessi ty, being the type of Society we 
are, for producing a publication which offers something different from other 
publications. To imitate other journals, particularly those who can do certain 
things very much better than we could, does not assist in main taining that 
distinct individuality which the Society has built up over so many years. 

To restrict our published studies to the stamps and postal history of Austral
asia - criticised as it was at the time - has proved a good decision. At the 
moment nationalism in stamps is a fact in most countries, while there is also 
no doubt that interest in Australasian fi elds has substantially increased overseas. 

The second policy rests in a determination to attempt the making of a profit, 
with the understanding that if a loss is made it is a loss that the Society can 
afford. That was the position in 1949, and it remains the position today. Con
sidered, for instance, on ordinary accountancy principles, there is (despite what 
one can truthfully say is now a reasonably efficient organisation) a small and 
regular loss. But when certain other factors are taken into account, e.g., the 
receipt of review copies (all of which go to th e Society's Library), the sale 
of back numbers, etc, there is often a small profit. To expect a commercial 
profit from this type of undertaking is, literally, to expect the impossible. 

To date the journal has been blessed with a fin e printer, with two first-class 
editors, with many excellent studies (and some useful philatelic philosophy) 
and with two regular and interesting features which relate to new developments 
in the study of Commonwealth and States' stamps. Add to this the more usual 
items, such as Society reports and reviews of books and monographs, and you 
have something which appeals to the more seasoned collector. In fact we 
referred, in that first leader, to the journal being intended for the more than 
average collector. That is still hue today. 

We also mentioned our hope that it would play its part in developing the 
talents and judgment of that class of collector on "balanced, informed and 
enjoyable lines". Judging from the writer's observations of the collecting 
progress, inside the Society, made over the years by so many of our members 
that hope seems to have been justified and that progress continues to be made. 

Keeping the journal going into the future at the levels we b elieve it has 1mw 
reached will be no easy matter. Hest assured, however, that its continued well
being rates high in the priorities of the Society. Every effort will be made, in 
the future as fo the past, to ensure that you get the best we can give you. 

It bas never been "popular" in any literal sense. It has been and will continue 
to be selective, to a small extent exclusive, and generally a little more "high
brow" than some would like it. 

Despite all that it has already had twenty-five years of life, and should, acts 
of God apart, last a great deal longer than that. 

Journals of record - and reliability - are few. We need your continuing 
help and sympathy to keep it that way. 

J.R.W.P. 



~he ~rail 

Conducted by 0 . W . ( BILL ) EUSTACE 

Australia, 7 Cent Queen Definitive 

In June 1973 "Trail" refe rence was made to findin g a number of sheets of this 
stamp on "yellow lamp" paper . The late Mr A. A. Rosenblum suggested that 
this yellow lamp reaction might be due to an unusually high Cadmium content 
in the Zinc Sulphide of the "H elecon" and it was decided that this theory would 
be tested by conducting an analysis. Unfo rtunately Alec passed away before 
the results were ava ilabl e but it is evident from the T able belo·W th at the 
Cadmium content is not t he controlling factor . 

For the record, the analysis of the yellow lamp paper ( C ) is shown compared 
against "bluish-white" and "pink" lamp papers (A) and (B) . 

Although there is a margin for error in the absolute values, the ratios of a 
particul ar element in samples (A) (B) and (C) should be quite accurate. 
Perhaps the most interesting set of fi gures is that for Ti tanium where the 
concentration in the yell ow lamp paper is less than one hundredth of the 
bluish-white. 

Element Sample (A) Sample (B) Sample ( C) 
Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent 

Barium 0.1 
St rontium 0.08 0.06 0.04 
Zinc 4.0 3.2 5.4 
Iron 0.4 0.1 0.1 
Titanium 2.4 0.4 0.02 
Ca lcium -0.6 0.4 0.4 
Potassium 1.0 1.2 1.0 
Sulphm· 1.4 0.8 1.2 
C hl ori ne 0.2 0.4 0.4 
Sil icon 0.6 0.4 0.06 
A luminium 0.2 0.1 0.02 

In February Mr P. O'Brien located a number of used examples of a new type 
of "Non-H elecon" on this stamp. So far, all came from the one addressee and 
were used by the Melbourne and Br isbane branches of a Department store but 
unfortunately it proved impossible to recover mint copies. 
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Previously we have recorded coated "Non-Helecon" examples and 
"Non-Helecon faced/Helecon backed" varieties; the latest appears to be "Non
Helecon" but possibly on the same paper as part of the 7 cent Famous Austra
lians issue in that white fibrou s flecks show up under the lamp. 

Australia, 7 Cent A gate - PV A Gum 

Supplies of this stamp with the new PV A gum were placed on sale at 
Philatelic Sales Points early in March. Whilst it is possible to distinguish them 
from the back, especially in blocks and multiples, the difference from the earlier 
gum arabic version appears to me to be rather slight. One can only hope that 
some enthusiastic Promotions Officer in the Post Office does not think up the 
bright idea of releasing the new high value paintings definitives first on Gum 

rabic paper and then with PVA gum. 

Australia, 5 Cent Xmas 1968 

A used copy of this stamp, still "on piece", was shown to me by Mr P. O'Brien. 
It appears to be on uncoated paper since it reacts in the same manner under the 
lamp to some sheets of the 25 Cent Olympic Games stamp (Trail , June 1969) in 
glowing orange-brown instead of bluish-white. 

Australia, 5 Cent Hudson 

Another used-on-piece item from Mr P. O'Brien is what appears to be an 
uncoated example similar to the 5 cent Xmas stamp described above. 

Australia, Rehabilitation 12 Cent 

Still from Mr O'Brien is a used copy on piece which is completely 
"Non-Helecon", the first "Non-Helecon" photogravure item of which I have 
heard. 

Australia, 6 Cent Lindsay Gordon 

A "Non-H elecon" used copy of this stamp completes the "quartet" for this 
issue. The Duigan Bros "Non-Helecon" item reported in December "Trail" is 
confirmed by Dr H . A. S. Van Den Brenk of London who has also found a used 
copy. 

Australia, 14 Cent Aerogramme 

The packing slip for bundles of the new Aerogramme is similar to that for 
the old Aerogrammes except that 12 C has been replaced by 14 C. Some are 
printed in peacock blue (I have seen an example with date counted shown as 
26/11/73) yet another, counted on 29/ 11/73, was printed in navy blue ink. 



~~ ~1~~111~~~~11~111~~ 

~he C9ther Side of the Ticture 

qJll~ll~~~ll~ll~ 
By ]. R. W. PURVES 

VICTORIA 

(i) The 8d Laureate, Wmk. V over Crown, on the "glazed" paper (1880), 
perf 12!-12! all round. A new discovery 

I found the above stamp in a mixed lot late in 197 3 and have no. doubt 
w hatever of its genuineness. 

It must be exceedingly rare in view of the considerable quantities I have 
examined over very many years. The normal stamp (perf llli-12) is SG 195. 

These great rarities of all round perforation - and in Victoria, in the period 
1880-1910, there are many such - all owe their being, in my view, to a common 
cause. 

I believe that they emanate from the discovery of an old sheet in imperforate 
condition well after the perforating of the printing concerned. This sheet (or 
sheets) was then perforated with whatever machine was conveniently to hand. 
Owing to only one (or at the best very few) sheets being concerned a single-line 
machine must, almost invariably, have been used for this purpose. If the gauge 
of this was substantially different to that found for the rest of the printing a 
new variety was created. This particular stamp should then become SG 195a. 

(ii) Another abnormal single-line 12! perforation fmmd - 1 d V over Crown, 
1903 printing 

I have turned up an undoubted copy of this variety. It is a 'long' stamp from 
the base of the sheet and there is no doubt about its individua1ity. Again, like 
the 8d Laureate variety just described, it can only owe its being to an emergency 
of the nature first described. 

(iii) 4d (1901-12): two new plate varieties found 

To the list of thes constant flaws so far unplaced in the sheet (but almost 
certainly from Plate 2) given on p .28 of Victoria: 1901-12 Isutte, the 3d, 4d and 
5d values can now be added the following two Haws : 
(vii) 

(viii) 

This variety shows a h orizontal white line going through the top of the second 'I' of 'VJCTORJA '. 
This was sh own to me by Dr Russell Jones. 
Another variety, found b y the writer when searching for (vii) above . This sh ows a marked 
break in the curved coloured line over and to the le ft of the second " I " of " VICTORIA" . 
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Several copies have been seen of each of these plate flaws so that there is no 
question of their constancy. 

(iv) The first Commonwealth bi-coloured Postage Dues ( 1909 ). The td, 4d, 6d, 
1 / -, 2/- and 5 /- values, and the details of the re-cutting of the various 
Victorian dies used for those values prior to preparing new centre plates for 

the Comrmonw,ealth series 

It is of course well known that for the first ld and 2d bi-coloured Common
wealth Postage Dues the same value (centre) plates were used as had previously 
been employed, since 1890, for the Postage Dues of Victoria. Further that these 
were succeeded by new centre plates for w11ich re-cut dies ("Die 2") were 
employed. 

It is not equally well known that the old centre dies, for all the other values 
continuing in use with the Commonwealth border design Viz. the t d, 4d, 6d, 
1/-, 2/- and 5/-, were similarly treated and that new centre plates (the old 
Victorian plates not being used in any of these cases) were introduced. 

In the case of the Id and 2d stamps fr seems certain that a supply was required 
urgently but that the new centre plates were not then ready. Hence the 
preliminary emergency use of the old Victorian (Die l) plates. 

I think it is of some interest to record the other re-cuttin)!S because - whether 
one collects the Victorian or the Commonwealth Postage Dues or both - it is 
instructive to compare the results in the two cases. 

In general the obiect of the re-cutting was to give a li,e:hter appearance to the 
back~rotmd around the figure, thereby putting a greater accent on the figure 
itself. This involved re-working many white (recessed) lines with the graving 
tool but in what follows I only emphasise the more notable differences as 
compared with the corresponding Victorian designs. 

'hcl: The edge of the solid colour down the right of the frnction lias now been " lined", a white line 
now dividing this solid colour from the sh ading lines to its right. Another similar piece of "Hning" has 
been effected along the SW edge of this solid colour. Likewise the right edge of the "D" has also been 
" lined". 

4d: The white diagonal frame at top left and the white left vertical frame have both been widened 
and the corresponding outer coloured frames substan tially thinnecl in the process. The NE, E, SE, and 
the centre and SW edges respectively of the solid colour down the right of the "4" have now all been 
" lined" i.e. a white line now comprises the edge of the figure in those parts. Similar work h as also been 
done on the shaded tri angle inside the figure, this now being defined by white lines. 

6d: H ere the top horizontal white frame has been thickened, this being more 11oticeable towards 
the left end. Likewise the too inner l10rizontal whHe line has also been thickened (and the colour 
"cleared"), mainly over the "D". 

A "die Aaw" is now found on all stamps (not seen on the Vi.ctorias) - a break in the outer ]eft 
circumference of the "6°, just over half way down. 

1/-: Jn this case it does not appear that any specific re-cutting work was done on th e Victorian die. 
However - whether or not the damage arose while the di e was being preparecl for stamping the 

moulds for the new plate - the fact remains that all stamps from the new plate show a clearly 
distinguishable "die Aaw" not to be seen in the Victorias - •a break at left centre going through the 
outer and inner left vertical frame-lines. 

2/-: The top half of the right edge of th e figure "2" and also the left edge of the figure at its 
centre have been "Hned" as in previous cases. 

There is likewise a new "clie fl aw" h ere - a break in the upper diagonal (inner) frame-line just 
below its top - not found in the Victorias. 

5/-: The outer edge of the dia~onal line at th e left centre of the "5" has been " lined", as well 
as the whole of th e rigl1t edge of the "bar". 

There are also two new "die fl aws" Viz; breaks (at and below tbe centre respectively) in the inner 
left vertical frame of the octagon. These are not found in tlie Victorian stamps. 



A SIEGE OF PARIS BALLOON COVER 
TO AUSTRALIA 

By W. M. HOLBE ACH, F.R.P.S.L. 

The cover flown out of besieged Paris by Balloon post 
to go to Sydney. The letter it contained has not survived. 

Of all the letters sent out of Paris by the balloon post dming the Franco
Prussian siege of 1870-71, only one is known to have come to Australia. 

It is a cover - not a letter sheet - inscribed by the sender "Par Ballon Monte 
pour le Courrier d'Australie" at top. 

The address was 

L. Lamy and Co 
370 George Street Mort's Passage 

a Sydney 

At the bottom, the address continues, "Au stralia", and at the right, "via 
Suez". 

It bears an 80 centimes Laureate ( S.G. 121) cancelled with the Etoile 18 
( 18 in a six-pointed star of dots), with the postmark "Paris R. D' Amsterdam 
4E/ 1 Oct 70". Etoile 18 is the cancellation of that office. 

The cover is backstamped "Marseille ( 12) l E/11 Oct 70" and "Sydney L De 
23 1870 P NSW". 

The framed PP marking is in red, and has been applied upside down. 
Postmark and backstamp identify the cover as having been carried by the 

Armand Barbes, which took Leon Gambetta, Minister of the Interior, out of 
Paris to establish the Government of National Defence at Tours. 
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Armand Barbes was the fifth manned balloon to take mail out of Paris, and 
the sixth , counting an unmanned balloon that did not get very far and fell into 
the Prussian lines. 

The Armand Barbes, with J. Trich t as pilot, ascended from the Place St 
Pierre at 11 am on 7 October 1870, watched by a crowd shouting "Vive La 
Republique" and "Vive Gambetta". Among the spectators was Victor Hugo, 
some of whose pamphlets, Aux Allemands and Aux Francais, were in the cargo. 
It was recorded that Gambetta looked very pale. 

With Gambetta was his plivate secre tary, Eugene Spuller, and sixteen pigeons, 
twelve of which were owned by M. Traclet and four by M. Cassiers. The mail 
was 100 kilograms ( 220 lb ) in two sacks. 

The Armand Barbes left in company with the George Sand, which did not 
carry any mail. They were the first balloons specially made for the service, 
and had a cubic capacity of 1200 me. 

The b alloons were carried northward, and just after olearing the fortifications , 
at about 2000 feet, Armand Barbes was shot at and nearly came down in a 
tmnip field before rising again. 

Near Creil it was fi red at again and Gambetta slightly wounded in a hand. 
It landed in an oak tree in Favier Wood, Epineuse, near Amiens, 61 miles 

from Paris, at 3.30 pm. 
Peasants helped the party to the ground. 
The balloonists were given a succession of welcomes at Tricot, near the landing 

place, Montdidier, and Amiens, despite reports that Prussian patrols were looking 
for them. A special train took them to Rouen, and again 1by train to Tours. 

One of M. Cassiers' pigeons made the first of its five trips into Paris with 
Gambetta's news of the landing. 

The cover reached Australia in R.M.S. Rangoon, a 1200 ton P. and 0. ship, 
commanded by Captain Skottowe, which ran between Point de Galle, Ceylon, 
and Sydney. 

It took 2~ months to reach Sydney from Emope. Now, more than a centmy 
later, first-class surface mail may take longer. Such is progress! 



A NEW LOOK AT WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 

By MOGENS JUHL 

(Continued from September 1973, p.76) 

THE DUPLEX POSTMARKS FROM PERTH 

The use of two different postmarks on outgoing letters, a canceller to deface 
the stamp and a marker to identify the Post Office, became a rather tedious 
process in many busy offices. To rationalise Denmark inh·oduced in 1852 the 
world's first postmarks combining the two instruments. 

These duplex postmarks consist of a left marker-part indicating place and time 
of mailing and a right canceller-part defacing the stamp. 

Ideally, duplexes should be collected on piece showing the complete postmark. 
However, this is not always easy and luckily with regard to duplexes used at 
Perth and elsewhere in Western Australia we are able to identify the various 
duplexes with relative ease. It just happens that nobody has made a serious effort 
before this artiole. 

The duplexes from Western Australia fall in three main groups, ( 1) Duplexes 
used at Perth with which this article deals, ( 2) Duplexes with letter giving the 
initial of the Post Office, and ( 3) Duplexes with the letters PO in the canceller. 

In the following tabulations I do not go deeply into a description of the marker
part of the duplexes. They were not meant to deface stamps and within the two 
main types - without and with framing circle - they vary so little that an 
accurate description requires a lengthy list of points for iden tification. Also, I 
do not consider it worthwhile to form collections of this part of the duplexes 
only. The dated marker-part is very useful when it concerns collecting stamps in 
their various printings, but that is a different matter. 
Identification 

It is no problem to divide the duplexes from Perth in the types A-I and several 
of the subty0pes stand out very clearly. To .take an example we can look at type 
A. It is obvious that A.4 and A.5 need little explanation to separate them from 
A.1-3. These in turn are not too difficult to separate either, as A.l has 15-bars 
( 3 above+9 on either side of the circle+3 below ), while A.2 lms 17-bars 
( 3+ 11 +3) and A.3 also 17-bars but distributed 2 + 13 + 2. In addition A.3 
- which is the most common - has the stop between P and 0 standing close to 
0 . Obviously, it should be possible to pick A.1-5 at a glance. 

Only when in doubt it is necessary to measure the size of letters and circle. 
When measming I strongly advise collectors to use a transparent ruler enabling 
them to measure along vertical lines and not the inaccurate way from point to 
point with a ruler of metal or wood. 

The duplexes were made from steel and strikes only vary with fractions of a 
millimetre even under adverse conditions. Full and half mm are easy to measure 

9 
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especially if a magnifier is used. Quarter mm ~hould only be measured using this 
means and it must be understood that ~ and ,; mm are not exact measurements. 
Colour of Strikes 

Unless otherwise stated, strikes are in black. 
Blue strikes exist from two periods, 1864-65 and 1896-98. Only type A.l is 

known from the former years, i.e., the end of the period when Perth and some 
other offices used blue ink. The problems in this regard will be dealt with in 
later articles about the Numeral postmarks. 

The blue str.ikes from the latter period vary a good deal. Mostly, the blue has 
a greenish tinge. Magenta strikes I have so far only from 1897 on type E.3. 
Period of Use 

The years the various duplexes were in use is stated to the extent that I have 
been able to establish them. In a number of cases I suspect that they were in use 
slightly earlier or later. 

TYPE A: GPO in Block Letters in Circle 

Canceller-part 
A .I GPO 12 x H mm 

Circle IH mm 
15-bars 0+9+3) 
No bar on G 
0 is round 

A.2 GPO 12 x 3 mm 
Circle lH mm 
17-bars 0+11+3) 
No bar on G 
0 is oval, close to circle 

A.3 GPO 11 x H mm 
Circle 14 mm 
17-bars (2+13+2) 
Bar on G 
Stop between PO close 

to 0 
A.4 GPO 10 x 4 mm 

Circle IH mm 
9-bars (2+5+2) 

A .5 GPO 7 x 3 mm 
Circle lOt mm 
13-bars (3+6+4) 
10th bar thin centre 
With stop after 0 

Marker-part 
Inscribed PERTH at top 
and WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA at bottom 
without framing circle 

As A.1 

As A.1 

As A.l 

Inscribed PERTH at top 
and W.A. at bottom, in 
a circle, 23 mm diameter 

Period of use 
Blue 1864-65 
Black 1864-70 

1867-?? and 
1883-85 

1871-80 

No dates on 
record 

1887-90 

fr P. C. Pearson records a dated strike of A.1 in blue, July 1864. Considering 
its scarcity I presume that the duplex was brought into use about that time . The 
earliest known strike in black, recorded by George E. Owen, is dated Dec. 1864. 

The only dated copy I have from the early period of use of A.2 is 14.12.1867. 
It seems that the duplex was in little use during the initial period. For many 
years it was apparently not used but it came back during 1883-85. It is note
worthy that from this period I have only seen it used on stamps with Wmk. 
Crown CA, perf. 12. 

A.4 resembles the numeral cancellers of the 9-bars type and was presumably 
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delivered with these in 1869 or 1870. A.4 is the scarcest of type A and I can only 
venture the guess that it was used occasionally during the 1870s. 

In type A the canceller-parts are set in right angle to the marker-parts. 

TYPE B: GPO in serif Letters in Circle, 12-bars 1 (3+6+3) 

Canceller-part Marker-part Period of use 

B.l GPO 10 x 4 mm 
Circle 12! mm 
Stop after 0 dropping 

8.2 GPO 91 x 4 mm 
Circle 12 mm 
3rd and 10th bar thin 

centre 
Stop after 0 

83 GPO 9 x Hmm 
Circle 12! mm 
3rd and 10th bar thin 

centre 
Stop after 0 

8.4 GPO 9 x 4 mm 
Circle IOt mm 
Top serif of G vertical 
3rd and 10th bar minor 

thinning 
Small nick on inside of 

lower part of loop 
w here it meets stem of P 

8.5 GPO 9 x 4t mm 
Circle IOt mm 
Top serif of G slanting 
b same in 2nd state: 

Foot of P curving or 
defect 

8.6 GPO 8 x 4 mm 
Circle 10 mm 
Fine, small loop on P 

B.7 GPO 9 x 4t mm 
Circle 10! mm 
Heavy loop on P 

8.8 GPO 10 x 4 mm 
Circle 11 t mm 
Wider 0 than previously 

8.9 GPO IOt x 4 mm 
Circle 12 mm 
0 as B.8 

B.10 GPO 9 x 4 mm 
Circle 10 mm 
Vertical cut through bars 

left and right 
8.11 GPO 8 x 4t mm 

Circle 10 mm 
Rather coarse, letters 
deformed 

8.12 GPO lOt x 5 mm 
Circle l H mm 
Lar!lest of type B 

Inscribed PERTH at top 
and WESTERN 
AUSTR ALIA at bottom, 
without framing circle 
As B.L 

As B.l 

As B.L 

As B.l 

As B.l 

As B.1 

As B.l 

As B.1 

As B.1 

As B.1 
Rather coarse 

Inscribed as B.1 but within 
circle, 23 mm diameter 

1878-89 

1883-90 

1887-90 

1888-90 

1888-93 

1893-98 

1894-95 

.1 893-94 

No record, c. 
1892 likely 

As B.8 

1891-93 

Black 1895-96 
Blue 1896 

No record c. 
1895 likely 
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It should be noted that B.4-12 have stop after G and P only, that B.1-4 were 
only used during the period of the engraved stamps, that B.5 was used on these 
and surface-printed stamps and that B.6-12 were only used on the surface-
printed stamps. · 

TYPE C: WEST AUSTRALIA in Block Letters in two lines between 3+3 bars 
Canceller-part 

C.l Distance between 3rd and 
4th bar lOt mm 

Distance from 3rd and 
4th bar to circle of 
marker 5 mm 

C.2 Distance between 3rd and 
4th bar 10 mm 

Distance from 3rd and 
4th bar to circle of 
marker Hmm 

Marker-part 
Inscribed PERTH at top in a 

circle, 20 mm diameter. 
'i\Tith code 1 A above date and 

year 

Inscribed PERTH at top in a 
circle 22t mm diameter 

Without code 

Period of use 
c. 1870-73 

1872-90 

The type C duplexes were obviously produced in Melbourne as they are 
similar to a type used in Victoria (from 1861) , South Ausb:alia and Tasmania. 
Note the mistake WEST instead of WESTERN. 

The marker is rather similar to that of type A.5 but this is also inscribed W.A. 
at bottom and has time-code in one figure . In C.l the figure stands for the mail 
and the letter for the clerk, but I and A seem to have been used constantly. 

C.2 was apparently only used occasionally during 1872-90 and mainly durin g 
1872, 1884-85 and 1890. 

TYPED: Serif Pin Circle 

Canceller-part Marker-part 
D.1 P 6 X 9 mm Inscribed PERTH at top and 

Circle IH mm WESTER AUSTRALIA at 
12-bars (2+8+2) at left bottom, without framing circle 
13-bars (2+9+2) at right 

D.2 P 6t X 9 mm As D.1 
Circle lH mm. 
12-bars 0+8+2) 

Period of use 
1890-93 

Black 1893-97 
Blue 1897 

In D.2 the upper curve of P's loop is close to the circle, about % mm distan t, 
while the distance in D.l is about rn mm. 

TYPE E: GPO with Letter below, Block Letters, No Circle 

Canceller-part 
E.1 GPO 7t x 4mm 

P 2 X 2 mm 
13-bars (4+5+4) 
6th and 7th bar close to 

marker. 
E.2 GPO 7t X 4 mm 

DH X Jt. mm 
12 bars ({+4+4) 
Distance 2 mm. to marker 

........... _ 

Marker-part 
Inscribed PERTH at top and 
W.A. at bottom, in a circle, 
2H mm. diameter. 

As E. 1, but in a circle, 23 mm 
diameter. 

Period of use 
Black 1896 
Blue 1896 

Black 1896 
Blue 1897 
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E.3 GPO 11 X 4! mm 
D H X 4t mm 
13-bars 0+7+3) 
G's upstroke bending out 

E.4 GPO ll t X 4! mm 
D 4 X 4! mm 
13-bars 0+7+3) 
G's upstroke vertical 
P's loop squarish 

E.5 GPO 7t X 2t mm 
R 4 X 4t mm 
9-bars (2+5 +2) 

E.6 GPO 7 X 2t mm 
R 5 X 5 mm. 
8-bars (2+4+2) 

Marker-part Period of u.se 
Inscribed PERTH at top and 
W .A. at bottom, without 
framing circle 

As E.3 

As E.3 

As E.3 

Blue 1897 
Magenta 1897 
Black 1897 

1899-1903 

Black 1897 
Blue 1897-98 

1898-1903 

The meaning of the letter below GPO has not been established, but P can 
hardly mean anything but Perth. D and R I presume stand for Dispatch and 
Receipt similar to Out and In used by several foreign Post Offices. However, they 
were not used in accordance with this intention . 

The tiny P and D in types E.l and E.2 often makes separation difficult and care 
is recommended. 

E.3 and E.5 are more common in blue t11an in black. 

TYPE F: R alone in Block L etter, No Circle 

Canceller-part Marker-part Period of use 

F.1 R 6 X 7 mm 
7-bars (2+3+2) 

b same in 2nd state : 
Back and front of R's 
loop curved, later 
broken 

Inscribed PERTH at top and 
W.A. at bottom without 
framing circle. 

1898-99 

1899, from April 

F.2 R 4t X 5 mm Inscribed as F.1, but in a circle, 1903 
12-bars (4+4+4) 25 mm. diameter. 

The meaning of R is not known. If it stands for Registered it was not used for 
this kind of mail only. 

TYPE G: GPO in Block Letters, No Circle 

Canceller-part 
G.I GPO 10 X 4! mm 

9-ba.rs (2+5+2) 

G.2 GPO 10! x 5 mm 
8-bars (2+4+2) 
G 's upstroke long-bar 

high 
G.3 GPO 10!- X 5 mm 

8-bars (2+4+2) 
G's upstroke short-bar 

low. 

Marker-part Period of use 
Inscribed L.C. ROOM at top 1898- 1902 
and PER TH at bottom with-
out framing circle. 
Inscribed SHIP MAIL ROOM Blue 1898 
at top and PERTH W.A. at Black 1898-1904 
bottom, wi thout framing 
circle 
As G.2 1898-1900 
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G.4 GPO IOt X H mm As G.2 1901-04 
8-bars (2+4+2) 

G.l , G.2 and to a lesser degree G.3 became coarse and blurred as the years 
went by. The measurements are taken from early strikes. 

L.C. ROOM, and L.C.R. in type H, stand for Letter Carriers' Room. 

TYPE H: W.A. in Serif Letters, No Circle, 12-bars 

Canceller-part 
H.J Distance between 4th 

and 9th bar IOt mm 
Distance from 6th and 

7th bar to marker H 
mm 

H.2 Dista nce between 4th 
and 9th bar IO mm 

Distance from 6th and 
7th bar to marker 1 
mm 

Marker-part 
Inscribed L.C.R. at top and 
PERTH W.A. at bottom, in a 
circl e, 27 mm. diameter. 

Inscribed SH IP MAIL 
ROOM, in a circle, 28 mm 
diameter 

Period of use 
1903-05 

1904 

TYPE I : P.O in Serif Letters in a Circle, I2-bars (3+6+3) 

Canceller-part 
I . P.O 7 X Hmm 

Circle 9t mm. 

Marker-part 
Inscribed L.C. ROOM at top 
and P ERTH W.A. at bottom, 
wi thout framing circle 

Period of use 
1902-03 

Duplex postmarks with the canceller-part in this type were used also at 
several other Post Offices. I. is rather difficult to separate from 3 used elsewhere 
unless all or part of the Perth marker is visibl e. 

The Numeral 80 in a barred diamond is also a double instrument. It was used 
at Perth, but because it does not have a marker-part I prefer to deal with it in 
connection with the Numeral cancellers. 

(To be continued) 



QUEENSLAND REGISTRATION 
FRANKING, 1897-1907 

By H. M. CAMPBELL, F.R.P.S.L. 

When the first batches of the 'Tattersalls' Find' came on the market over ten 
years ago, they consisted mainly of large pieces tom off envelopes of the period 
1897-1904, with a few later. Many of the pieces came from registered covers, as 
they contafoed cash, and by postal regulations had to be registered. 

It was noted that on t]rn great majority of these pieces the combined postage 
and registration fees were made up of multipl es of the common values, ld and 
2d, and this gave rise to the supposition that before the batches came into the 
hands of myself and my fellow students, they had been gone through, and the 
pieces with higher values removed. Whether this was so or not I do not know, 
but it is certainly not the entire explanation. 

The second group of Tattersalls' material to come into om hands consisted of 
complete covers, of the period 1901-1907, and again many of them were regis
tered. As our main concern was cancellations, and particularly the task of "tying" 
numeral cancellations to their post offices, we did not pay much attention to the 
adhesive stamps. It was only after I acquired just over a year ago Rev A. H . 
Voyce's collection of selected Queensland covers from the Tattersalls' find , 
including a good proportion of registered items, that it occurred to me to study 
how the postage and registration were made up. I had already disposed of some 
of the Voyce covers, but I found that with what I had previously in my own 
collection, I had 418 registered covers to study, from 204 different post offices 
and eight Receiving Offices. 

At the period in question, the basic postage rate to Tasmania was 2d, and the 
registration fee was 3d, so the minimum charge for a registered letter was 5d. 
However, a good proportion of these registered letters to Tattersalls' contained 
coins that made th em double weight, and even triple weight, so we find 7d 
and 9d rates chargeable. Then, we find a smaller proportion on which an 
additional late fee of ld had apparen tly been charged, though there is nothing 
on the covers to indicate this except the addition al frankin g. We therefore have 
6d charged for a normal weight registered letter, 8d for double weight, and 
lOd for tripl e weight. 

At this time Queensland had stamps valued at J~d , ld, 2d, 2J~d, 3d, 4d, 5d 
and 6d (and 9d from 1903) , so for any of the rates, 5d, 6d, 7 d, 8d, 9d or lOd, 
it was possible to frank the letter with one or at the most two stamps, but it did 
not often work out like that. One would have expected the majority of normal 
weight registered letters, costing 2d postage plus 3d regisb·ation, to be franked 
by a 5d stamp, but of the 323 covers of this rate examined, only 42 (or 13 per 
cent ) were so franked. In fact, the 5d rate was made up in eleven different ways, 
but almost haJf the covers bore a pair of 2d and one ld. The franking of the 
different rates was as follows: 
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5d 

6d 

7d 

8d 

9d 
lOd 
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Franking 

ld + (2 x 2d ) 

No. of Covers 

5d 
(5 x Id) 
(3 x Id) + 2d 
2d + 3d 
(2 x 2td) 
Id + 4d 
(2 x Id ) + 3d 
(2 x t d) + (2 x 2d ) 
! d + 2d + H d 
(2 x t d ) + (2 x Id ) + 2d 
(3 x 2d ) 
(6 x ld ) 
(4 x Id ) + 2d 
ld + (3 x 2d ) 
ld + 6d 
ld + (2 x 3d ) 
(2 x 2d) + 3d 
(5 x ld ) + 2d 
3d + 4d 
ld + 2d + 4d 
(7 x Id) 
(3 x Id ) + (2 x 2d ) 
2d + 5d 
(2 x ld ) + (2 x Hd) 
(4 x 2d ) 
2d + 6d 
(2 x 4d ) 
(7 x ld ) + 2d 
(5 x 2d) 
(2 x 5 d) 

154 
42 
41 
22 
22 
14 
12 

9 
3 
3 
1 

14 
1 
1 

34 
7 
6 
6 
4 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Total Covers 

323 

16 

71 

5 
1 

2 
4I8 

Adding these, we find the rates made up in 31 different ways on the 418 covers 
examined. It will be noted how frequently combinations incorporating the ld 
and 2d were used. The other values (ignoring the ~cl) ooourred in the following 
frequencies: 

Value No. of Stamps No . of Covers No. of Post Offices 

2td 33 18 15 
3d 53 47 39 
4d 21 20 18 
5d 46 45 32 
6d 8 8 8 

We therefore find the 5d, which we would expect to be commonly used on 
registered covers, used at only 32 out of 204 post offices from which these covers 
came. None were used at Receiving Offices - the only values we find used from 
such offices are the ld and 2d, apart from a solitary 4d. One can only 
conclude that Receiving Offices and many of the smalJer post offices did not keep 
a regular stock of higher values. Even from some of the larger offices we find 
franking made up in a number of different ways - seven from Cairns, six from 
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Ayr, Charleville and Normanton, fi ve from Croydon, Ipswich, St George and 
Townsville. 

The ordinary use of the 2J~d stamp was to pay normal postage to foreign 
countries, so when we find it used on these covers, it is mainly in pairs. The 3d 
is the most frequently met of the higher values on these covers, both as regards 
the number of stamps used, and the number of post offices at which it was used. 
As it represented the registration fee, this perhaps is not surprising. The 4d was 
an awkward value to use for registration, and the 6d could only be used on 
registered letters of double weight or more. The normal usage of these two 
stamps would probably be on packets and parcels. 

The 5d may also have been used to some extent for this purpose, but I should 
say that the main purpose of its issue (stamps of this value were first issued in 
1895) was to pay normal weight postage plus registration. However, as we have 
seen, only 13 per cent of the 5d £rankings bore 5d stamps. 

If these 418 covers are representative, and the 5d stamp was mainly used for 
registration, I am inclined to believe that the 5d purple-brown ( S.G. 246) is 
under-priced in relation to the other values. At all events, my study has revealed 
that the stamp occurred on only a small proportion of the covers on which it 
could have been used, and that whether the first batches of the Tattersalls' 
material had been picked over or not, there were not many higher values to find. 



OBITUARY 

Mr A. A. ROSENBLUM 

A philatelist whose name has been a household word to collectors through
out Australia and to collectors of Australian Commonwealth stamps through
out the world for half a century, Mr A. A. Rosenblum, died in Melbourne in 
December. He was 78. 

Mr Rosenblum was the man primarily concerned with initiating, about 1920, 
the serious study of Australian Commonwealth stamps. 

In 1922 he became editor of the Victorian Philatelic Record, holding the 
post until 1929. In 1930 he founded the Australian Stamp Monthly, editing it 
until 1935, when he sold it to Horticultural Press. 

In 1922 he published Stamps of the Commonwealth of Australia, which has 
now had six editions and been the basic text on Commonwealth stamps ever 
since. 

In 1930 he published The Stamps of Tonga, followed by Australian Air 
Mails in 1931, and Stamps of Papua in 1966. 

Mr Rosenblum made many notable discoveries, but some of his theories 
have remained controversial. 

Honours he received included the initial award of the J. H. Smyth Memorial 
Medal from the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club in 1930, the President's Cup of 
the British Society of Australian Philately, and the Research Medal of the Aus
tralian Commonwealth Collectors' Club of New South Wales in 1966. 

Mr Rosenblum joined the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria on 13 December 
1913, 60 years before his death, and was its president in 1922, but had not been 
associated with it for a number of years. 

He became a member of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, in 1969. 
Mr Rosenblum was a research chemist by profession and also wrote a book 

on the conduct of meetings. 
His death is a loss to the philatelic world. 

PLATE NUMBERS ON PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA 

Announcements regarding recent Papua New Guinea issues have not men
tioned that some of them have plate numbers below the bottom row of stamps. 

The 9 cent of the 75th Anniversary of stamps in Papua New Guinea set, featur
ing a representation of the British New Guinea 1/- lakatoi, has the plate numbers 
1AlA2A under the first stamp in the row and lA under the second. The 2A 
is for the orange frame of the British New Guinea stamp and the lA on its 
own is in black for the lakatoi. 

18 
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With the exception of the 25 cents and 30 cents values, which were printed 
by the Note Printing Department of the Reserve Bank of Ausb·alia, which bear 
no identification, imprints appear below the last two stamps in the bottom row 
of the sheet BUNDESDRUCKEREI BERLIN on the 1 cent (in green) , 6 cents (in blue) 
and 7 cents (in red) and THOMAS DE LA RUE & ao. LTD. (in red-brown) on the 
9 cents. 

The Royal Visit 1974 pair have the fi ve colour markings under the bottom 
row, stamps one and two, with the imprint HARRISON AND SONS LTD LONDON 

centred under stamps four to seven for each value. The plate numbers, lA lA 
lA lA lA for the 7 cents and 2A lA lA lA lA for the 30 cents are under the 
last stamp in the row,: No. 10. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Grateful Tbanks and 

R emembrances 

Tn this 25th Anniversary number of 
Pbilately frorn Australia. the leading article 
has been written by Mr J. R . W. Purves, 
who wrote the inaugural leader. His Aus
tralian States feature 'The Other Side of 
the Pictu re' has run from t he start, and 
Mr H . M. Campbell, the :first editor, also 
has an article in this issue. 

This is a time when we th ank, wi th sin
cere gratitude and appreciatitm, all those 
w ho, by their articles or their advertise
ments throughout its career, have made 
Pbilately from Australia a living journal. 

We would especially remember and 
thank Robson Lowe Ltd, w ho have occu
pied the back cover from the :first issue 
to date. 

Arnold Wheeler and Co have also ad
vertised in every issue. 

F. H . Feibes is another advertiser in th.is 
number w ho took space in the foundation 
issue. 

New Fellows 

Four Australasian philatelists have been 
elected Fellows of the Royal Philatelic 
Society , London: 

Messrs P. Coll as and H. L. Chisholm, 
Melbourne; Lieut.-Commander A. J. Savage, 
Sydney, and· Dr K. J. McNaught, H amil
ton, New Zealand. 

Mr Collas has been prominent in Austra
lian philate ly for forty years. H e has been 
a member of the Royal Philatelic Society 

of V ictoria since 1933 and was president in 
1940 and 1955. He was assistant editor of 
the Australian Stamp Montbly, 1932-35, and 
editor from 1935 to 1951, except during 
his war service, and founded the Australian 
Post O ffice Pbilatelic Bulletin. 

He was author of a number of philatelic 
books, notably Tin Local Posts of Western 
Australia, Australian Postage Stamps, and 
the series of booklets on Australian stamps 
now being published by the A ustralian Post 
Office. H e was co-author, w ith Mr Nathan 
H als, of New Hebrides: Tbeir Postal His
tory and Postage Stamps, .published by The 
Collectors Club, New York. 

Mr Chisholm was an early member of the 
Wellington Philatelic Society in 1923, and 
joined the R oyal Philate lic Society of New 
Zealand in 1936. H e has been a member of 
the R oyal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
since 1947 and was president in 1967. H e 
became a member of the R oyal Philatelic 
Society, London, in 1966, and is also a 
member of the Royal Sydney Philateli c 
Club . H e has edited Pbilately from Aus
tralia since 195 5. 

Lieutenant-Commander Savage is a former 
Vice-president of the Royal Sydney Phila
te lic Club . He was elected to the Royal 
Philatelic Society, London, in 1966. 

Dr McNaught is a leading student of New 
Zealand stamps, and was a judge at ANPEX 
1970. H e has been a member of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of New Zealand since 
1939, and is co-editor with Mr D. E. G. 
Naish of the forthcoming Volume V T of 
Tbe Postage Stamps of New Zealand. H e 
is a Doctor of Science. 
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Professor 0. G. Ingles 

Mr 0. G. Ingles, of Melbourne, a former 
member of the Council of the Royal Phila
telic Society of Victoria, has been appointed 
Professor of Civil Engineering Materials 
in the University of New South Wales. 

His chair is the :first of its kind in Aus
tralia, and he is the inaugural occupant. 

Before his appointment he was with the 
Soil Mechanics Division of the CSlRO. 

Professor Ingles, a Tasmanian, is the 
general editor of Tasmania : The Postal His
tory and Postal Markings, Part II, which 
the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria is 
publishing. 

Mr W. E. Gerrisb, R.D.P. 

When Pbilately from Australia rejoiced 
that Mr John Hubbard, president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of London, and 
a member of the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria, had been elected to the Roll 
of Distinguished Philatelists (June 1973, p. 
47), it said the Society's current member
ship now included three signatories to the 
Roll. 

It now finds that it overlooked one 
of our most distinguished members, a most 
respected signatory of the Roll, Mr W. 
E. Gerrish, a former President of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London. 

Mr Gerrish joined the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victoria in 1954 and signed the 
Roll in 1958. 

He attended a meetin~ of the Royal Phila
telic Society of Victoria in the old Stamp 
Centre when he visited Australia, and has 
always been a staunch supporter of Aus
tralian philately and in particular of this 
Society. 

We apologise sincerely for our oversight, 
and we take just pride in reporting that 
we now have four R.D.P.s in the Society. 

Papua New Guinea Now "Foreign" 
Airmail letters from Australia to Papua

New Guinea cost 10 cents per IO grams, 
instead of the 7 cents Australian internal 
rate. 

Up to Self-Government, all ordinary size 
letters automatically went to· Papua New 
Guinea by air. 

"Not so now," Australian Post Office 
News for February 1974 says. "vVith self
government, Papua New Guinea asked to be 
treated as a foreign country for postal pur
poses, and an airmail charge now applies 
if your mail is not to go by ship.'' 

Letters up to 20 grams go surface for 7 
cents, but the mail "could take up to six 
weeks". 

More Provisionals Tbis Year? 

Problems facing stamp makers this year 
are mentioned by Mr Kenneth R. Lake 
in a London press release for Nauru. He 
says: 

"Current world shortages of paper pro
duced to the high specifications required 
for security printing, world gum short
ages, and the impossibility of obtaining 
adequate stocks of certain polymers used 
in the production of specialised gums, all 
pose severe problems for the world's 
security printers, and this will be reflected 
in many delays in stamp printing during 
1974. The energy crisis, added to short
time working and power cuts, may also 
have a serious effect on security printing." 



REVIEWS 

T be Australian Conrmonwealtb Specialists' 
Catalogue 1974. Ed ited by J . P . Meara, 34th 
E dition 200 pp 81 x H .in . Published by 
The H awthorn Press. 601 Little Bourke 
Street, Melbourne 3000. Recommended 
pr ice $3 .95. 
Tt is two years since this catalogue las r 

appeared, and to collectors spoiled by the 
former modest cost of $1.50 the new price 
may be something of a shock, but it must 
be remembered that it was necessary to 
re-set the type completely and make fresh 
blocks. Printing and paper costs have sky
rocketed and the new pr ice is not out of 
line. 

Prices have been w idely reviewed, and 
most of the Kangaroo and K.G. V issues 
marked up substantia lly both mint and 
used, but the corresponding O S issues ap
pear, in the main, to have been left severely 
alone. 

Tn the introduction the assistan ce of a 
Stamp Dealers' Committee in setting the 
prices is acknowledged . T his is an arrange
ment not w ithout its dangers since, li ke the 
share market, the stamp marliet may hoist 
itself up by its own shoe-laces if dealers 
are allowed to set the catalogue prices at 
t he highest cur rent selling price marked 
up by a margin that w ill enable all to sell 
at a discount from catalogue. 

Collectors, w ho are notoriously unw ilJ
ing to spend money on phil atelic litera
ture, are going to demand more than just 
price revisions if it is hoped that they w ill 
buy a new catalogue every year. New 
material must be added and, of necessity, 
most of this w ill concern recent issues. 
This yea r many new decimal items have 
been added and a copy of the new cata
logue is a "must". 

O. W. EUSTACE 

New Zealand: One Penny Dominion, 1909-
1926, Printing Flaws, by George G. 
Fisher. 38 pp . 7i x 9-! in . L imited E dition, 
750 numbered copies. Published by the 
Royal Philatelic Society of New Zealand, 
Box 1269, Wellingto n, New Zealand . 
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Probably New Zealand 's most used stamp 
was the Penny D ominion, w hich paid penny 
postage on letters for much of its twenty·· 
seve n-year li fe. 

l t wa$ printed from two sur fa ce-pr inting 
plates of 240 (10 rows of 24) at the Govern
ment Printing Office, Wellington . 

These were once known as Plates 1 and 
2, identified mainly by two large flaws oc
curr ing on each. 

It was disclosed in Pbilately from Aus
tralia (June 1961, p. 36) that the plates, in 
fact, bore numbers w hich did not appear 
on the printed sheets, and that Plate l was 
Plate 13, and Plate 2 was P late 12. 

Pl ate 13 ceased to be used from about 
1918. Tt was shown in Tbe Postage St1rm ps 
of N ew Zealand, Vol. IV, that the two 
plates were laid down from separate trans
fe r ro lls and that each developed fl aws as 
the making of the plates progressed . 

ow Mr Fisher has presented a study of 
the fl aws of the individual impressions and 
has ident ified and positioned 219 of them -
95 on P late 12 and 124 on Pl ate 13. 

In some cases he has shown three stages 
in the development of a fla w. 

Mr Fisher's book, besides listing the flaws 
illustrates them by 192 illustrations, each 
suffic iently large to all ow clear recognition 
of the fl aw. 

T he two plates are dealt w ith separately 
and the fl aws are grouped according to 
the section of the design in w hi ch they 
occur. 

Each photograph is numbered and the 
stamp position given as R ow and Stamp 
Nu mber, with t he roller fl aw ty pe and 
seco ndary ·characteristics of the stamp. 
T hese details face the rnustrations. 

T his is the second book on a speci fi c topic 
that the R oyal Ph ilate lic Society of New 
Zealand has published to supplement its 
series of famous handbooks and matches 
Tin Penny Universal of New Zealand, by 
G. R . Lee, published in 1953. 

lt does not deal w ith the booklet .plates 
for the stamp but · it has shown that the 
Penny Dominion, virtually overlooked in 

ew Zealand fo r more than a quarter of a 
century, is as worthy of ~wdy as its line
engraved companion. 
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One must give praise to the countless 
hours of patient study of the thousands of 
stamps that must have been gathered and 
examined to achieve the resu lts enshrined 
in this work. 

Interestingly, Mr Fisher does not live in 
New Zealand but in Florida. 

Italian Stamps, by Roy A. Dehn. 278 pp. 
7! x 8t in. Published by William Heine
mann Ltd, 15 Queen Street, Mayfair, 
London, W IX 8BE. Price, £ 5 .50. 
Unti l now, no book on the stamps of 

United Ttaly has been avai lable in English . 
Now Mr Dehn, pointing this out in his 
opening sentence, has filled the gap with a 
new title in the Heinemann Philatelic Series. 

lt is not a book written by a philatelist 
for phi latelists, but one written by a phil
ate list - and a very fine one, who is also 
lmowledgable in many non-philatelic fields 
- for a very much wider audience. 

l t is a book that wi ll attract newcomers 
to the hobby in the casual way he himself 
began collecting, t hat will interest collectors 
general ly, and that provides philatelists with 
a vast field of knowledge, much of which is 
not readily avai lable to them. 

Mr Dehn is a Cambridge graduate w ho 
finished World \,Yar lI in ltaly, in com
mand of an army unit, half of w hose per
sonnel were Br.itish and half Italian. He 
became interested in philately w hen an 
Italian friend asked him to obtain a copy 
of an English auction catalogue. 

His handbook, founded on the Stanley 
Gibbons catalogue, surveys Italy's stamps, 
with virtually all the basic information that 
a specialising philatelist needs. 

Perhaps this is a type of book we may 
expect or hope to see more. Certainly it is 
a fine example of w hat can be done. 

Its limitations are largely those of space. 
For instance, Mr Dehn summarises the Re
publica Sociale Ita liana overprints on the 
Fascist War Propaganda stamps because 
they are not listed in Gibbons, and then 
goes on: "For the allied landing in Sicily, 
special stamps were prepared (S.G. 583-
591). T hese are adequately covered in 
English-language catalogues so no further 
treatment is necessaryA except to mention 
that, although intended for Sicily, all values 
are known used in Italy (Calabria), as are 
mixed frankings with stamps of the Imperial 
issue." 

Beyond the philatelic data, Mr Dehn ex
plains the historical background of the 

issues, the meaning of the commemoratives, 
and gives translations of many of the in
scriptions on the stamps. 

One may note that the inscriptions on the 
lire values of the Virgi lian series of 1930 
apply perfectly to the R.A.F. Bomber Com
mand types repaying the Regia Aero
naurica's visit to the Battle of Britain a 
decade later: 

Italy! with happy cries the crews exclaim 
(Aeneid lIT 524) L.1.25 . 

Here is the hearth and the resinous twigs, 
here the abundant flame ( • clogues V il 44) 
L.5 & L.l.50. 

Ours is the force, ours the youth still 
intact (Aeneid XL 419) L.10 & L.2 .50. 

T he book also covers design, printing, and 
the technical aspects of Italian stamps, locals 
and private posts, forgeries, and essays. 

There are 568 illustrations and the typo
graphy is, of course, excellent. A defect is 
the occasional paragraph of more than a 
page. That beginning on p. 86 and finishing 
on p. 88 is equal to about half a column 
of a newspaper. These long passages relate 
to detailed matters where shorter paragraphs 
would lead to easier assimilation. 

Mr Dehn's style is clear and succinct. His 
book is admirable and one is tempted to 
equate it w ith its closing sentence: "The 
stamps of Italy reflect many aspects of 
ltalian life ... and their study can be as 
varied as it is intellectually rewarding." 

Tbe Postage Stamps of Brunei, 1895-1941, 
A Pbifotelic Outline, by Brian J. Cave, 
Box 2234, Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei 
State, Borneo. 
After many years in the background, the 

stamps of Brunei are recovering some be
lated recognition with Robson Lowe's 
13rimei Star and Crescent - Tbe 1895 Issue, 
and now an article in the Brunei Museum 
Journal by Mr Brian J. Cave, who con
tributed to Robson Lowe's history of the 
1895 issue. 

A lthough called a philatelic outline, the 
article deals in some depth with the issues 
from 1895 to 1941. T he Provisional Issue of 
1906, overpri nted and surcharged on stamps 
of Labuan, is dealt with extensively, as is 
t he postal history of that time. 

In 1907 the Brunei river scene was intro
duced as a type and this continued as the 
main definitive issue type until 1952. 

The colour changes in this series, the use 
of key and duty plates, and later a single 
die are dealt with. 
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Brunei changed the colours of its first 
definitive issue to comply with U PU stan
dards between 1908 and 1911, even though 
the State did not actually become a member 
of the Union until 1916. 

The Ma laya Borneo Exhibition issue is 
described and the numbers of each denom
ination are recorded. 

The various perforation differences w hich 
occurred between 1924 and 1941 are men
tioned . 

The second definitive type, that showing 
a panoramic view of the water village w ith 
Brunei Town (now Bandar Seri Begawan) 
in the background, is described. 

The fact that the major retouch of the 
Sc value - the only retouch catalogued by 
G ibbons - was not discovered until 1951, 
almost 35 years after it first appeared, 
shows how long the stamps of Br unei were 
in the doldrums. 

Mr Cave's articl e is an asset to philatelic 
literature, an excellent introduction to the 
philately of Brunei and because of its publi
cation in the Brunei Museum Journal will 
reach a public different from and rather 
wider t han if it had appeared in a philatelic 
journal. 

J• G. WALTON 

Cocbin Postmarks and Cancellations, by 
G. B. Pai. 110 pp. 8! x 10! in. Published 
by R obson Lowe Ltd, 50 P all Mall, Lon
don SWl Y 5 JZ. Price, £ 5. 
The range of Robson Lowe publications 

is a graciously w ide one and it is not limited 
to countries with high-density global popu
larity. For this, philately is the r icher and 
philatelists the more dee.ply indebted to him. 

Now he has published another volume on 
an out-of-the-way country. Comi ng hard on 
the heels of Lanlrnster's Cbina. 1927-1949. 
it seems to emphasise the fact that the in
debtedness is rea l. 

The work provides a history of the 
stamps and postal stationery, 1892 to 1949, 
and the pre-stamp handstruck stamps, before 
presenting more than 80 types of ca ncel
lat ions and postmarks and more than 350 
markings. 

Appendices list the Anchal (State) Post 
Offices and their grouping under each talu k 
(administrative division), with the types 
used at each office. 

R ailway and T.P.O. enthusiasts may find 
one Cochin marki ng unique : P osted in 
Wrong Train. It comes in two types. 

T he book is printed in New Delhi and 
there are nine plates in colour, matching 
the first-class typography. 

Treasures of Philately . Second Edition, 
1973. 130 pp. H x 9 in . Published by Irw in 
\ Vei nberg Rarities, United Penn Building, 
W ilkes-Barre, Pa., 18701, U.S.A. 
Irwin Weinberg became world famous 

with his purchase of the British Guiana 
1856 Jc magenta a few years ago. 

T his is a catalogue of rarities he has for 
sale, with more than 250 illustrations, two 
full colour plates, and adequate descrip
tions. 

Star item is a U.S.A. 24 cent airmai l, 
inverted centre, at $42,500. Next is an im
print plate number block of the $2 Trans
Mississippi, 1893, the finest of the five 
known, at $27,000. 

A complete set of plate number impr int 
strips of t he Columbus issue is ava ilable at 
$25 ,000 and a complete set of Atlanta plate 
proofs prepared for the International Cotton 
Exhibition at Atlanta, 1881, at $22,500. 

T here are five other items, that 
something more than $ 10,000 would not 
buy. 

Austra lia is represented by an imprint 
pair of t he £ 2 Kangaroo, sma ll multiple 
watermark, at $1675. 

The last word of a beautiful and inter
esti ng production is: The world 's most 
valuable stamp available through Irwin 
Weinberg Rarities. 

Post Offices and Cancellations of Fiji. 
nonymous. 9 pp. 8 x JO in . Duplicated. 

Published by the Pacific Islands Study 
Circle of Great Britain, 58 Livesay Cres
cent, Worthing, Sussex, ngland . Price, 
£0.40. 

note at the beginning sta tes that this 
publication is .produced so that it can be 
used as a supplement to Chapter V of this 
reviewer's book, Tbe Post Offices and Postal 
Cancellations of Fiji (The H awthorn Press, 
195 7). M uch of the information was sup
plied by Mr R. F. Duberal, then of Fiji, 
now of Western Austra lia, so it can be 
taken that, so far as possible, it is complete 
and accurate. 

The publication comprises an alphabetical 
list of all Fijian post offices in existence 
when the original work was published, with 
additions and alterations that have occurred 
si nce then, together with any new cancel-
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lations noted. In the case of new offices, 
the location is usually indicated. There are 
one or two typographical errors, e.g., 
'Somos' should read 'Somo Somo', but these 
will not worry anybody using this supple
ment in conjunction with the original book. 

This is a valuable littl e work, and will be 
essential to anybody interested in modern 
Fijian cancellations. 

H. M. CAMPBELL 

The Postmarks of Naval, Military and 
RAAF Post Offices in Australia (Under 
tbe Control of the Postmaster-General's 
Department), 1939-1947, by P. Callas. 
41 pp. 11 t x 8! in. Duplicated. Published 
as Supplement No. 17 to the Bulletin of 
the Australian Commonwealth Coll ectors' 
Club of New South Wales (August 
1973), by N. J. Sheppard, 1045 Canterbury 
Road, Lakcmba, N.S.W., 2195. 
The Service postmarks of World War II 

are a vast and complicated field which has 
attracted interest in many countries, and 
the success which has attended the massive 
and intricate recordings necessary prove 
that the postal historian is dauntless. 

Jn Austra lia, Mr Callas has been one of 
the pioneers in the fie ld and was publishing 
about them as early as May 1946. This work 
is virtually as complete a listing as possible, 
but Mr Callas warns that others, particu
larly rubber stamp types, may yet be found. 

He has listed more than 470 postmarks, 
from 220 offices, and there are six pages of 
illustrations of major types of markings. 

Mr Collas gives the opening and closing 
dates of the offices and the postmark types 
with their distinguishing marks. 

In 1943 'security' numeral postmarkers 
were introduced for RAAF post offices and 
one notes that 7406 was used at Mitcham, 
S.A., and Springbak, S.A., that 5212 (Cressy, 
Vic.) was not used, and that a Victorian 
number, 5208, was apparently not allocated. 

An appendix provides a brief listing of 
simi lar offices 1948-67, and a list of amend-

ments bring the knowledge up to date to 
the end of 1973. 

Mr Collas's work does not include the 
post offices controlled by the three Services 
themselves. One hopes he will provide a 
sequel that will deal with them. 

S'l.vitzerland Catalogue, 1974. 116 pp. 5 x 7! 
in. Published by The Amateur Collector 
Ltd, 151 Park Road, St John's Wood, 
London, NvV8. Price, £ l.60. 
More than 7424 prices - more than 70 

per cent of the listings - have risen in this 
year's edition of this well-known specialist 
catalogue, and the editors (Messrs L. N. 
and M . Williams) say there is every ind.i
cation of another boom in Swiss stamps. 

T he number o.f price rises is double that 
of the previous year. 

"T he upheaval of both market movements 
and currency changes have made the past 
twelve months the most turbulent on record 
for Swiss stamp prices," the Williams 
brothers report. " ot only have the floating 
pound and dollar resulted in sharp de facto 
devaluations, the Swiss Franc has conversely 
been revalued upwards." In addition there 
has been considerable upward market move
ments. 

The catalogue is, as usual, beautifully pro
duced, and it is a boon to have a specialised 
catalogue of a European country published 
in English and with quotations· in sterling. 

The Premier Catalogue of N ew Zealand 
Stamps, 1974 edition. 28 pp., 4! x 7 in. 
Published by Len Jury Ltd, Box 174, 

ew Plymouth, New Zealand. Price 
$0.45. 
The latest catalogue of ew Zealand 

stamps is a simplifi ed one, with miniature 
sheets and most First Day Covers from 
about 1935 priced. This is very useful 
when so many covers are available and 
postal administrations issuing official FDCs. 
For a number of higher values, the used is 
priced above the mint. 



ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

M ewbers' Diary 

1974 

March 

6 ( 12.30-4) Library an cl Conversation 
11 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 
21 South America, Mr F. M. Wallace 

April 

3 ( 12.30-4) Library and Conversation 
8 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 
18 Queenslancl and New Zealand, Mr John S. 

White 

May 

l ( 12.30-4) Lil rary and Conversation 
13 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 
16 Malaysia, Dr W. G. Wells 
18 ( 2) Auction 
30 Rouma11ia, Mr John Paior 

June 
5 ( 12.30-4) Library and Conversation 

10 ( 6.30-9.30) Library ancl Conversat ion 
20 Annual Competition 

Closing date for Nominations 

July 
3 ( 12.30-4) Library and Conversation 
8 ( 6.30-9.30) Library and Conversation 

18 Annual Meeting 
Presidential Display, Mr John Gartner 

Mail to England 1850-57 

Mail arrangements from Victor.ia to Eng
land a century and a quarter ago were 
explained by Mr J. R. W. Purves in a 
lecture to the first January meeting. 

Mr Purves said too many coll ectors in
terested themselves in only one aspect of 
a cover. Everything on a cover was sig
nificant. 

Until the P. and O.'s second contract in 
1858, a voyage might take eight or nine 
weeks, or 122 days - four months. 

There were two types of shipping avail
able. 

Packets - Ships w hose owners had a 
mail contract with the Government. 

Private ships - Ships whose owners were 
asked to carry mails. 

Packets were the faster, but sai led rela
tively infrequently. 

Different postage rates were levied for 
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packets and private ships. That was the 
reason the name of the ship was endorsed 
on envelopes. 

Victorian postage only put a letter aboard 
ship. But the sender's choice of vessel de
termined what the recipient would have to 
pay in Britain. 

The passage rate was what the letter 
would have cost to send from England to 
Austra lia and appeared in black on covers. 
If the postage was double the Victorian 
rate, the addressee had to pay double the 
English rate. 

Mr Purves, w ho showed 33 covers, in
cluding a number of registered covers, said 
it was harder to find English covers to Vic
toria than Victorian covers to· England. 

Until January 1855 it was not compulsory 
to use stamps. 

Steamship services were introduced in 
1852, but during the Crimean War the ser
vices from Singapore to Australia were cut 
out and the ships used to carry troops. 
During 1855-56 there was no steamship ser
vice to Australia, the mail being carried 
by White Star and Black Ball Clippers. 

Current Problems 

Three senior members of the Society 
spoke on current philatelic problems at the 
second January meeting - Mr P. Jaffe on 
protection, Mr E. G. Creed on insurance 
and Mr J. R . W. Purves on investment. 

Mr Jaffe said every collector was strik
ingly bad at security. 'If you lose your 
collection, you will be very lucky if you re
gain any of it through police action,' he 
said. 

'Prevention is your job, and it is far bet
ter than a pious hope of recovery.' 

One known local thief burned anything 
bearing a postmark because he considercl 
it increased the risk to him. 

o collections would· be stolen if nobody 
could be found to buy stolen stamps. 

Proof of ownership was a difficulty. Ex
pert committee certificates or a photostar 
record might be better than nothing. 

Another risk was that w hoever did a 
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valuation for insurance might leave a copy 
for anybody who broke into his office. 

If a coll ection was in a safe that had 
been through a fire, it should be at least 
60 hours before the door was opened. 

Mr Creed said there was no really satis
factory answer to the problem of insurance 
at present. 

It was now very difficult to arrange 
cover. Most companies would not touch 
stamp insurance unless the collector had 
other business for them. 

Companies had also requi red owners to 
revise the values annually and list every 
stamp valued at £ 20 or more in Gibbons. 
T his task could take a month . 

But if you have had insurance, keep it. 
Jf possible, one should divide the risk by 

keeping the parts of the collection in dif
fere nt places, and reducing very consider
ably the number of valuable stamps kept 
at home. 

If a collection was put in safe deposit 
one shou ld look at every stamp at least 
once a year and give them some air. 

Mr Purves said collectors should buy 
wisely of the stamps they were interested 
in. As Mr Robson Lowe had said, 'Love 
of stamps is an investment in happiness.' 

'You are going to kill everything that 
makes for the enjoyment of philately .if 
you let finance be uppermost in your mind,' 
he said. 

Mr Purves said collections should not be 
specifically mentioned in w ills. 

But philatelists should treat the problem 
of realisation rea listica lJ y. They should not 
leave disposal to people w ho had neither 
the incentive nor the knowledge to do the 
task effectively. 

Great Britain 

Mr H. M. Melville Smith came from 
Adelaide to give the display at the Feb
ruary meeting. From his collection of Great 
Britain, he chose to display 'The Postal 
History of Kent'. 

Highlight of the exhibit was a ld Mul
ready cover postmarked May 6 1840. 

Mr MelviJle Smith concentrated on Folke
stone, Hythe and New Romney, but there 
were covers from many other towns. 

Among the items shown were Hythe 

covers of 1798, 1807, and 1812, and a mile
age mark of 1802. 

T here was also a ld Black cover at 
Hythe on September 28 1840. 

Covers bearing a New Romney Ship 
Letter marking of July 1842 and Deal Ship 
Letter markings and a Bishop Mark of 
September 1772 were noted. 

Other eighteenth century covers were 
from Ashford 1790, and Tenterden, 1796. 

The clear and concise write-up, embel
lished with reproductions of the various 
markings in black, green, brown and red 
added richly to a very enjoyable display. 

Tonga and Gilbert and Ellice Ts/ands 
The Pacific Islands display on this year's 

syllabus was given by Mr J. P. C. Tresise, 
who brought selections from his notable 
collections of Tonga and Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands. 

Mr Tresise, who recently wrote a mono
graph on Tongan Registration markings, 
emphasised the registration markings of both 
countries. 

Tongan items included a 1896 official 
registration envelope to N.Z. carrying five 
of the t d typewritten surcharges with some 
of the scarce settings, another cover to 
N.Z. with a 2d and bisected ld for Hd, 
and one to Samoa with a pair of the 2-ld 
George IT, one without fraction bar in 
value. 

Almost all known registration markings 
were shown on cover. 

A Tin Can Mail cover from T he Tin 
Can man, W. G. Quensell, conveying 1934 
Christmas greetings to the master of the 
Mariposa and some bisected stamps on piece 
completed the Tonga section. 

T he Gilbert and Ellice section included a 
unique cover bearing both M.V. Tulagi 
and M.S. Sinkiang ship marks and manu
script Paquebot Sydney in red ink, appar
ently exchanged between ships at Tarawa. 

The rare cancel "Customs Offi.ce, Beru" 
was shown on piece and a range of Canton 
Island markings. Other islands represented 
included Abiang, Fanning Island, Gardner 
Island, Hull Island, Sydney Island, Ocean 
lsland, Washington Island, Christmas Island, 
and Tarawa. 



Tf:CE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

Papua 

At the March m eeting of the Hoyal Sydney 
Philatelic Club a displ ay of British New Gujnea 
and Papua was given by a Victorian visitor Mr 
D. H . M. Clarke. 

Beg inning with the 8, 9 and 10 bar cancels 
on Queensland, the display included a cover 
with the cancellation Granville, the temporary 
name for Port Moresby and another cover with 
two different bar cancels from d;fferent offices, 
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one proh ably being on postage du e stamps. 
The collection contained stamps and postal 

history through to 194 1. 
Other items of interest were a F .D .C. of the 

l 'hcl B.N.G. Postcard July l , 1901, the O.S. 
perforation , a full sh eet of the 2cl pictori al on 
chalk surface paper prepared fo r the Silver Jubilee 
Overpri nt and a full sheet of the 2d McCracken 
printing of 194 1. 

A vote of thanks moved by Mr Hay Baldwin 
wns carried w ith acc)amntion . 
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By Appointment: 

'Vholesale Distributors 
in 

Australasia 
for the 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

Full Retail Stocks H eld 

First Day Covers for all Issues 

Collectors: Write for Retail List 

Dealers: Write for British P .O. Service List 

In "Stamps" for more than 20 years
come to 

MAPPIN & CURRAN 
(PHILATELISTS) PTY LIMITED 

SHOPS 30 & 31, MUTUAL ARCADE, 

266 FLINDERS STREET, 

MELBOURNE 3000, VIC., AUSTRALIA 

BOX 5027 G.P.O. - PHONE 63 6376 

Also at Chadston e. Shop 41, Lower Mall, 
Chadstone Shopping Centre. 

AUSTRALIA 
P ac ificlslands 

EUROPE & USA 

GOOD STOCKS 

RELIABLE SERVICE 

F. H. FEIBES 
(PROP. M. ZITRON) 

MEMBER A.S.D.A. {Aust.) 

25 HOWEY PLACE, 

MELBOURNE 

PHONE: 63 1323 

(iii) 

SPECIMEN STAMPS ARE BOOMING 
Prices are rising all the time, if you can 

get them, that is. We offer a few complete 
set /s this month from Australia's largest 
stocks, viz. all superb o.nd imn1aculate 
mint sets. Br. Central Africa (Nyasaland} 
ld. to £25 .0.0, SG. 21 / 31 llv. $650.00; 
do. 59/ 67 ld. to £ 10.0.0, lOv. $350.00; 
Br. East Africa 65/79 ancl 92 / 99 cpl. set 
( excl. shades) 23v. $262.50; Antigua 
31 / 40 lOv. $67.50; Bahamas 58/75 
various to £1.0.0. incl 60 / 68 llv. $82.50; 
Br. Somalilancl 32 / 44 13v. $65.00; Ceylon 
SG. 254 / 5 2v. $27.50; 256 / 264 (excl. 
260) $32.50; 265 / 276 12v. $32.50; 
Cyprus 52 / 61 lOv. $75.00; Dominica 
27 / 36 lOv. $67.50; East Africa and 
Uganda (Kenya-U-Tanganyika) 1/ 16 16v. 
$250.00; Gambia 1902/ 5 K. Edw. VII to 
2 / - 9v. $30.00; Gibraltar 46/ 55 lOv. 
$150.00; Gold Coast 1902 set to £1.0.0 
(excel. 2 / -) lOv. $45.00; Grenada 57 / 66 
lOv. $60.00; Hong Kong 62/76 15v. 
/75.00; Lagos 44 / 53 lOv. $105.00; 
Leeward Is . 20 / 28 9v. $37.50. 

uservice that Satisfies" from ... 

ARNOLD , ll'HEELEU & CO. 
495 Collins Street (Box 4566, GPO ) 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 
Est. 1929. Cables: "AWCO" Melbourne 

Phones: 62 4913. A.H. 29 3032 

f/Jhilale/'I lr"m 
iJuslralia 

Cummulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 

Comprehensive Indexes to the 
fi rst 20 volumes. 

Two thousand quick easy refer
ences to material p uhlished in 
P. from A. make these a "must" 

for every serious coll ector. 

$1.50 Each 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Box 222 GPO, Melbourne 3001 
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WANTED TO BUY 
If you have mater.ial w hich you are giving considera tion to selling you will 

find me a ready and able buyer. It may be that a certain aspect of your collection 
no longer has the captiva tion it once held, or perhaps over the years material 
surplus to your requirements has 'just accumulated'. Whatever your reason for 
considering selling I am confident it w ill be worth your while to contact me. 

I am a very considerable buyer of material at all of the major overseas Auction 
H ouses, and I do not exaggerate in stating that at Auction in t his country I am 
the most prominent individual purchaser of material. 

My approach to buying has few equals. When material w hich I can use 
comes on the market, and there is ve ry little material which does not have a use 
to me, I pay w hatever is necessary to secure the lot. It is rare indeed that I am 
not able to meet a price asked. If you are seriously giving thought to selling, 
please telephone or write for a confidential, no obligation discussion on how I 
may be of service. 

STOCK EXCH ANGE HOUSE 
3 51 COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE 3000 
PHONE 62 5271 

THE ROYAL PH~LATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
PUBLICATIONS 

By J. R. vV. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P. S.L 
Postal History of Port Pbillip District . . 
Tbe "Emblems" of Victoria 
Victoria: Tbe Postage Dues . . . . . . . . . . 

$3.50 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2.50 Victoria: "Butterfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-H 

Victoria: Tbe "Barred Numeral" Cancellations 1856-1912 
Victoria: T in "R egistered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-58 
Victoria: 1901-12 Issue (Tbe 3d., 4d., and 5d. Values) 
Victoria: Tbe V Over Crown TVatermarks 

. . $10.50 

. . $10.50 
$1.00 
$1.00 

Pbilately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols I-X, 1949-58 .. 
Pbilately from Australia: Cumulative Index to Vols XL-XX, 1959-68 . . . . . . 
Tbe Postal H istory of Barakoma Airfield, R ev A. H . Voyce . . . . . . . . 
Tasmania: T be Postal H istory and Postal Markings, H . M. Campbell , F.R.P.S.L., J. R. 

W. Purves, F.R.P.s.L., L. C. V iney, F.R.P.s.L. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
New South TVales Numeral Cancellations, Alan G. Brown and H . M . Campbell , 

F.R.P.S.L $5 .00. F irst Supplement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cunmlative Indrx: Cormnonw ealtb of Australia, W . M . Holbeach, F.R.P.S .L. 

Postage Extra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
601 LITTLE BOU RKE STREET, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 3000 

(iv) 

$1.50 
$1.50 
$2.00 

$10.50 

$1.50 
$3.50 



PHILATELY FROM. AUSTRALIA 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

i< OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately 
from Australia is avail able to mem
bers nt special subscription rate. 

iC MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meets at 7 .30 p.m. on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at the No. 1 
Hall , 7th Floor, G.U.O.O.F. Building, 
149 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 

i< EXCHA NGE BRANCH: Memhers 
nre entitled to receive tbe Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly 
wit hin Australia. 

+: LIDRARY: A library, comprising over 1000 
vol umes, is available for use of members by 
nrrnngement with th e Librarian. 

i< MONTHLY DISPLAYS : Dlsplnys 
of interesting collections and philn
telic Items are a feature of the 
monthly meetings of the Ouh. It is 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
members the best available displays, 
while lectures and Discussions help 
to further the philatelic knowledge 
of members. T he advice of mem
bers, experts in most branches of 
philately, is always available when 
requested. 

.i:. THE CLUB'S FEES are: City members, 
$5.50; Country members, $3.50. 

Subscriptions are due l July yearly. There ls 
no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to -

Mrs Nita M. Wilson, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 

Romano Honse 
The home of Stanley Gibbons' Specialist and Rare Stamp Depart
ment where our expert staff will be pleased to hear from you. 

If you are interested in obtaining good quality 
SINGLE STAMPS, MULTIPLES, SPECIALIST 
MATERIAL, COVERS, COLLECTIONS - and 
EXPERT ADVICE , or wish to correspond re
garding disposal of your collection, the address 
you need to know is : 

Romano House 

399 Strand, London WC2R OLX England 

When in London make sure you visit us-you' ll like what you see .. 

(iv) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Phllatelio Soolety of Victoria, which wu founded In 1899, and which In 1946 
had the prlvile1e conferred upon It of the uae of the prefix "ROYAL", II a Society 
to which you, u • collector, 1hould belon1. Amon11t ltt many advantag111 are1 

-tc SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR· -tc QUARTZ LAMP Ir MICRO· 
GAN1 PhUat•111 from A.umolla SCOPE and a Reference Por&•l7 
la posted frH to all memben. Collectfon ant available. 
-tc MEETINGS held on the third 
and ftfth Thunday of the month 
at 7.45 p.m. in lta own prembea, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yura, 
Melbourne, 8141, 

-tc EXCHANGE BOOD circulate 
re1ularly within AuatraUa to In· 
tereated memben. 
-tc THE SALES BRANCH en· 
ablea memben to buy and aell 
1tamp1 not conaldered aultable by the vendor 
for eschan1e 1heeta. Poetal bldl acoepted from 
membm for any lta111. 

-tr COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY 11 open to 
membm on Meet1n1 Nights and one other 
night monthly or by arran1ement with the 
Librarian. Alao 12.SO on ftnt Wednellday1. 
-tc CURRENT FILES ol the leadln1 overae&1 
philatelic fournala printed In Eng!Jah are 
available on the tab lea at the Society'• roo1111. 

-tc MONTHLY DISPLAYS1 It hu 
alwaya been Society f:licy to ob
tain the beat availab e oollectlom 
for display at Society monthly 
meetings, Lecturea and Dlscu1· 
Ilona by leadlns Phllatelilta en
able memben to Improve their 
philatelic knowledge. 

-tc PHILATELIC ENOWLBDGEa 
Thia Society lncludee npertl on 

almoat all branch• of Philately, whoee advloe 
Is alway1 available. 

-tr THE SOCIBTY'S FEES anti Entrance 
Fee1 U0.501 Annual Subacrfptfon1 City and 
Metropolitan Memben, •8.50; Country and 
Intentate '5.00; Oveneu, .5.50. 

-tr ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD be 
directed to Mr DONALD NAPIER (Hon. 
Seo. ), Bos illlt, G.P.O., Melbourne 3001. 

FINE STAMPS AND COVERS 
.. . to interest all readers of 

this journal, are frequently offered for sale in our regular 
MELBOURNE Auctions. 

BUYING 
YOU ... Yes, when you are buying, there is no better 

method to obtain the stamps thllt you need than through the 
RL. auctions in Melbourne, where a wide range of quality 
collections, accumulations and single rarities are regularly 
offered. 
If you are not already on our mailing list, a sample catalogue 
will be forwarded FRE:E upon request. 

US ... Yes, we are always anxious to buy collections or 
accumulations for immediate cash to any amount, so why not 
take advantage of today's high prices and convert those un
wanted stamps into cash? 
If your offering is too bulky, phone 63 6332 and arrange for us 
to purchase in the convenience of your home. 

ROBSON LOWE rAUSTRALASIA] PTY. LTD 
234 COLLINS STftEET, MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 

PHONE 63 6332 CABLES STAMPS MELBOURNE 
A PARTNER IN ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL 

THE HA WTIIORN PRESS 



VOLUME FIVE 
of the ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS comprising 

NORTH AMERICA 
includes postal history, postal rates, handstamps, cancellations, specialised 
listings of adhesives, essays, proofs, colour trials, SPECIMEN and CAN
CELLED overprints, varieties, covers, blocks, postal stationery, airmail 
stamps and covers, details of forgeries and covers. 

Colonial Posts in America, Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince 
Edward Island, Newfoundland, British Columbia, British Honduras, British 
Postal Agencies in Columbia, Panama, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua and 
U.S.A. 

This is undoubtedly the most valuable work of reference to 
appear for a decade. The first impression comes in two editions. 

THE LIBRARY EDITION - limited to 4,000 copies - In one volume. 

Price $30 Including registered postage 

THE DE LUXE EDITION - llmlted to 200 copies - half Morocco In 
special case. 

Price $40 Including registered postage 

Order from 

Robson Lowe Ltd 
LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, GRANVILLE CHAMBERS, 

RICHMOND HILL, BOURNEMOUTH BHL 1DQ, ENGLAND 

or 

ROBSON LOWE (AUSTRALASIA) PTY. LTD. 
234 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 3000 


