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MUSIC WITHOUT STAMPS 

MARCH 1972 

March 1 provided another extremely enjoyable "non-stamp" evening for mem
bers of the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria and their wives. 

Mr J. R. W. Purves gave another delightful ta lk on Viennese Operatta, dealing 
with the period from the death of the younger Strauss in 1889 to 1914. 

Mr Purves dealt mainly with the four great names of the period, Franz Leher, 
Leo Fall, Oskar Strauss and Kalman. 

He chose for his records, selections from various Viennese Operatta, by the 
State Opera principals and orchestra; se lections from Der Vogelhandler, by Zeller, 
with a German cast; and excerpts from The Merry Widow, sung by E lisabeth 
Schwartzkoff. 

It was the second of Viennese musical evenings the society has held, the other 
having been given by Mr Purves on 27 November 1969, when he dealt with the 
1867-1907 period. 

On that occasion it was a howling wet night, with a power strike. This time it 
was a hot day and night, but again about 100 were present. 

Among those attending this month 's evening was one member from Sydney 
and others from Geelong and Leongatha. 

Again a Viennese supper was served in the Counci l room and greatly enjoyed. 
The superb organisation was by Misses M. Farley and J. Buc hanan. 
The president, Mr T . C. Lester, expressed the Society's thanks to Mr Purves, 

Misses Farley and Buchanan, Miss Z. Rowley, Mr W. Nagel, and Mr C. G. 
Skewes, who had all contributed to the success of the night. 



~he ~rail 

Conducted by 0. W . (BILL) EUSTACE 

Australia, 5 cent Coil-Golden Wattle 
The coils of 1000 anticipated in December "Trail" have dul y eventuated. 

Australia, 7 cent Coil-Desert Pea 
A worthwhile constant variety is to be found on every fourteenth stamp on 

one coil in every fourteen and consists of a break in the foot of the lettering "RA" 
of "AUSTRALIA". 

Australia, 7 cent-Queen's H ead 
The reported imperforate copies of this stamp (December "Trail") proved 

upon inspection merely to be from a sheet so badly guillotined that all selvedge, 
all perforations and even part of the design had been removed from the left edge 
of several stamps. 

I have seen several copies of this denomination with a light but distinct offset on 
the back. 

Australia, 7 cent-Prime Minister $1.40 Booklets 
The Victorian Edition of these booklets is numbered V 71/3 and comes with 

only one slogan on the inside back cover reading "Like to Improve .. . " The 
New South Wales Edition (N 71/3) is found with two slogans-"Like to 
Improve" and "Find it Fast". 

The General Edition (G 71/3) comes both "normal" and with Tropical Inter
leaving and again both can be found either with the slogan "Like to Improve" or 
"Find it Fast" on the inside back cover. 

Bulk supplies of booklets are now distributed in polythene-wrapped bundles 
with a packing slip, printed in black, reading: 

RESERVE BANK OF AUSTRALIA-NOTE TSSUE DEPARTMENT 115 Victoria Parade, Fitz
roy, Vic 3065-500 BOOKLETS OF 20 STAl\'lJ>S EACH-7c "PRIME MTNTSTF:R" SERTES
POSTAGE STAMPS-EDTTTON No 3/71-VALUE: $ l.40 PER BOOKLET-VlCTORlA-Examined 
by ... Packed by ... Date .. . 
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Correspondingly the General Edition has the word V ICTORIA replaced by 
GENERAL. I have yet to see the wrappers for N .S.W. and the T ropical Edition. 

There is the usual mixture of lamp reactions from the variation in paper l'sed, 
ranging from a brilliant bluish-white through pink to golden orange. So fa r T 
have encountered only isolated panes w ith the bluish-white reaction, sca ttered at 
random th rough bundles of booklets. 

As one would expect, there are occasional booklets to be fo und with the guide 
lines in the top left or the top right of the binding selvedge but I have not yet 
been able to locate exa mples of the guidelines at the bottom left and bottom right 
of the stamps themselves; apparently th ey are all being r emoved by the guill otine. 

A ustralia, 7 cent Christmas 1971 

An interesting variety has turned up on early supplies of the pr inting on cream 
paper w ith black sheet numbers. It occurs on Row 5 No. 9 and A LSO on R ow 
IO N o. 9 and takes the form of a break in the fourth horizontal line .in the he::i d
dress of the left-hand Wise Man. It does not occur on the w hite paper printing, 
nor is it found on later pr intings of sheets w ith b la-ck numbers. 

A erogrammes, 12 Ct . 

Bulk supplies of A er ogr ammes are now distr ibuted wrapped in polythene 
bundles and contain a packing slip reading: 
RESERVE BANK OF AUSTRALTA NOTE PRI NTTNG BRANCH-Tl-llS PARCEL CONTAINS-1000 
- 12 CE 'T-12 CE T AEROGRAMMES-3 FLAPS-Counted by .. . Date ... The word
ing is printed in green. 

A ntarctic T erritory, 1 Cent New Printing 

In the D ecember "Trail" I reported that the new printing of this stamp had 
black sheet numbers under stamp No. 7. This was true of the fi rst bundle of sheets 
on sale at Russell Street Phil atelic Sales Centre but t he next bundle had been 
trimmed to the smaller size of the other repr ints and no furth er number ed sheets 
have been seen. 

A ntarctic T erritory , 7 Cent New Printing 

Just too late to report in the December "T rail " was a reprinting of this denom
ination. Shades were fa irly well matc hed w ith the original printing but single 
copies can be best identified from the back being much w hi ter under U/V li ght
ing. Any sheet number w hich may have been present h::is been guill otined off and 
the narrow selvedge is another ready method of identify ing the reprint. 

Norfolk Island, 10 cent Patteson 

I have seen a block from the top left of a sheet on w hic h the perforat ing 
machine has jumped, w ith the result th at t he stamps in the second row are abnor
mally high to an extent that can be seen easily . Because of this, the thir d and subse
quent rows had perforations cutting through the words "Norfolk Island", whereas 
the stamps in the top row were centred normally. 
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ct9he C0ther Side of the c-picture 

~111~~111~~~~111~111~ 
By J. R. W. PURVES 

QUEENSLAND 

2d 1906-12 

Just after our last number had gone to press one of those odd "Rash-backs" 
presented itself to me. Wasn't there a man called Dalby (and I also remembered 
that his name was Samuel) w ho had contributed, many years ago, a series of 
articles on the later Queenslands to the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain? Might 
not he have said something (more contemporary in nature) about these same 2ds? 

I don't like "re-discovery", however innocent, if it is not admitted when the 
facts become known so I referred to the file of the P.].G.B. to determine the 
position. 

Sure enough-over the period 20 March 1913 to 20 March 1915-Samuel Dalby 
(then resident in Queensland) did contribute a very useful series of artic les to the 
journal in question, under the modest title of "Queensland-Phi latelic Fragments". 
Modest because-then or now-they are exceptionally good. In the number for 
20 June 1914 he deals with the first stamp (S.G. Type 30), and at page 108 he 
says: 

"The stamps were printed in dull and deep blue; appeared in September 1906 
on Crown over Q paper, until December 1907; then on Commonwealth paper, 
watermarked Crown over A." and, he says later: 

"This second retouch (i.e., S.G. Type 32) superseded the first re-drawn head 
in April 1908; printed in blue in shades from deep to pale ... " 

T dips me lid to the shade of Sam, wi th si ncere apologies, but one can't I 
suppose always remember what happened 57 years ago. Anyway T duly quoted 
Sam (as well as J.R.W.P.) w hen writing to the Editor of Gibbons' Catalogue. 

TASMANIA 
Discovery of Anoi'her of the "Functional" Markings noted by Basset Hull, but 

not until now seen by Modern Collectors. 
"To be delivered-free of postage" 

On page 127 of his classic book. The Stamps of Tasmania, Basset Hull (after 
describing numerous markings w hich were put into use early in 185 5) says this: 

4 
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"In addition to the above I have seen one consisting of the words 'T o be 
delivered- free of postage' in two lines enclosed in a single- li ned oblong frame 
struck in red beside the stamp." 

W e did not specifically mention this marking, at all , in the 1962 H andbook. 
I have recently had the good fortune of acquiring a cover (s·ampl ess) w ith the 

marking, in red, on its front. The detai ls are as fo ll ows: 
It was sent fro m Mount A lexander, Victoria (a red "Paid at Mount Alexander" 

in an hexagonal rectangle is on the front and a date stamp 24. 11 .5 3, in black, from 
this offi ce, is on the back ). It was "Registered" (mss. in red ) and 5d (mss. "5" 
also in red ) was prepaid. It also bears two indistinct strikes in red of the H ob art 
"Frank" of the time. It is addressed to "The Postmaster General, H obart T own" 
and bears a Launceston backstamp of 1.1 2.53, and must have contained a letter. 

The newly-found marking is w holly in sans-serif capitals. 

V TCTORJA 

(i) 2d Laureate, Wmk. "4": A New Earlies;: Date 

T have, quite recently, fo und a copy of this stamp (S.G. 153) very cl early c;in
celled "Melbourne, 21.2.67 ." Pr ior to th is discovery the earliest da te (noted in 
the G ibbons Catalogue) was 26.2.67. ' 

(ii) R eporting an Additional Variety of Catalogue Status in 

the W illiam Bell designed t d, 1873-84 

Just w hy I have not more investiga ted this variety before l am unable to say. 
Tt was always a possibility. The new dis·covery is of th e t d r osine, wmk V2, perf 
12 (i.e., ll t- ll t, large holes, sharper teeth ) . Should it b e li sted (and I have recom
mended this) it w ill become S.G. 22 1a. 

T o give some idea of its rarity T have been through more than 6000 cooies 
of the rosi ne school of this t d (originally comprising the David Hill and later 
Brettschneider stock) and fo und some 50 copies. I have not yet seen it mint or 
unused. 

T his same perfora ti on was, around this per iod ( 1882-83), but littl e used for 
certain va lues, e.g., the 2d value (S.G. 22 3a, ba, ca; 228a, 229b), of the normal 
Postage types. It may yet turn up in the ld w mk V2 (in w hic h case it would 
become 222a) and in the 4d though I deem the latter possibility a most remo•e 
one. These possible va rieties I have, many years since, looked for carefull y. 

My attention to it was d rawn by the discovery of a single td (in bad condi 
tion) w ith this perfora tion, w hich by c hance displayed its back to me, w hile I was 
sorting a small number of these stamps, quite recently, under the electri c Ji g-ht . 
This copy (though only a single) happened to show the whole of the CroW"1 
portion of the w atermark. This was, inarguably, the V2 and not the V l wa ter
mark and showed all the characteristi cs of the w hi te V2 paper w hich distin !Suish 
th is paper from its predecessors w ith the V l watermark. Apart fro m the desiQ·n 
and the nature of the paper (which is more opaque and more "loaded", i.e., w ith 
zinc w hite-i t is very w hite) the fi nal check is its far greater clarity w hen looked 
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at under a light through the back of the stamp. This, with the other checks 
noted, does (with the shade) make it possible to identify even singles of this later 
V2 stamp with certainty. 

The :fifty copies I found included a block of four, a strip of three and two pairs. 
The earliest date met (on one of the pairs) was 24.3.83. 

While looking for this stamp I also isolated all the Perf "13" V2's. Here l found 
a number of dates whkh were earlier than Apri l 1883 (the date I originally gave 
in the Catalogue li sting). There were quite a number with March 188 3 dates, the 
earliest being 10 March. 

It may well be that a February 1883 date for the V2 wi ll be found but at any 
rate the "April" reference in the Catalogue 11hould be altered. 

Subsequently a careful examination of the copy records (extracted from the 
archives) in my possession shows that wha t must have been the first printing on 
the V2 paper commenced on 22 January 1883, the first delivery into stock taking 
place on 31 January 1883. This evidence also suggests that February 1883 dates 
may yet be found. 

(iii) V over Crown "Reissue" Watermark (VS) of 1912: The "make-up" of the 
Complete Sheet of 480 Watermarks 

It is not often that one catches oneself out in a complete inconsistency but I 
recently discovered that I have been involved in a "beauty". 

I have given two explanations of this "make-up" and they are different. The first 
is on page 21 of the Monograph on the 1 td, 2d and 2-!-d of 1912, published in 1954. 

The second is contained in the second last paragraph, on page 10, of the Mono
graph on the "V over Crown" watermarks, published in 1964. 

While both explanations fit the facts I have little doubt now that the first explan
ation, given in 19 5 4, is the correct one. 

(iv) " Barred Nu:meral" Cancellations. MCC O'uer 220! An Error of 1883 

Again I am indebted to Mr K. Harrison of Surrey, England. He has producec 
to me a 2d of 1883 (in chocolate) showing a clear cancellation of MCC over 220! 

There is no question of faking, kiss printing, etc. The whole is very clearly 
struck and the MCC is centred over the "220", w hich in my view authenticates it 
as w holly original but an error of manufacture. The problem is-what number 
was it supposed to be? Was it 1420, or 1220, or 1222 ? 

I don't think it can have been 1420 since the office using that number (Tally
garoopna North, later Karpool) was not opened until October 1884, b y which 
time the 2d mauve had been in general use for nearly a year. Which means that 
it was probably intended to be either 1220 (Callignee) or 1222 (Toolamba East), 
which offices were opened in July and August 188 1 respectively. 1220 is not rare 
but 1222 is an RR. I have two copies of the normal 1220 (MCC centred over 20) 
on 2d brown shades issued before the "chocolate" but no similar normal 1222s 
before 1892, so that the "error" may well have been the origina l canceller used 
for 1222. It is certainly the only example of the "Roman" type seen with three 
figures (and not two) in the lower line! Who can find a second copy? 

The above speculation is, of course, based on the "error" being made in the bot
tom line and not in the top. 
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(v) 'Post Town not kno'lvn in Victoria': A New Marking 

I have recently acquired a fun·ctional (or "informat ive") marking that I have 
never seen before. 

This appears on the front of a postcard, posted from Melbourne on 10.1 J.97, 
and addressed to "Augathella, via Charleville". T he writer omitted to put Queens
land after "Charleville" and before being despatched on to that State ( there is 
a "Toowoornba" the date stamp of l 2. 11.97 on the back) it must have been stamped 
(in the G.P.O. here) with the above marking. This is in sans-serif capita ls, in three 
lines, the word "Not" only comprising the second and middle line. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 

R.P.S. V . Library 
Mr R omney Gibbons has presented to the 

Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, a 
complete bound run of j unior Stamp News, 
published in Sydney, Volumes 1 to II , Sep
tember 1912 to September 1928. 

This journal is interesting historically, 
being one of two main periodicals merged 
with the first issue of Australian Stamp 
Montbly. 

Mr P. Meara, of Brisbane, has given us 
Volume 17 and 18 unbound, of Stamp Col
lectors Fortnigbtly published in E ngland in 
19 11 - 1913. 

These are welcome additions to the lib
rary, and the Society thanks the donors 
sincerely. 

New Fel/owsbips 
T he Royal Philatelic Society, London 

has elected to Fellowships: Dr J. F. Cle
mente of Hobart, Mr R . P. Hyeronimus, 
of Canberra, and Mr H. H. Rubin, of 
Sydney. 

Mr vV. E. Tinsley of Californ ia, USA, a 
member of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victori a also becomes an F.R.P.S.L. 

R.S.P.C. Honours Lady Members 

The Royal Sydney Philatelic Club has 
elected three of its lady members, Miss A. 
F usselle, Mrs J. A. Clayton, and Mrs P. M. 
C. Rock to Honorary Life Membership. 

G eology and Stamps 

Proposing the vote of thanks to Dr K. T. 
f-T. Farrer, for his display, Science on 
Stamps, at the January meeting of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Victoria, Mr H. L. 
Chisholm remarked that much had been 
written about such subjects at the scientific 
nature of philately or science and philately. 

He had sometimes wo ndered which 
science philately most resembled. He 
thought probably it was geology. 

The geologist and the philatelist both 
collected specimens as basic material; both 
paid great attention to varieties of the same 
basic material; and the fie ld of both was 
world-wide. 

To which Mr D . N. Baker added that 
there was a fourth analogy between them. 
Said he: "The specimens of both come 
under the hammer!" 



A NEW LOOK AT WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 

By MOGENS JUHL 

[It is nice to introduce 11 new student, of quality, into tin Australian field. 
Mr Juhl bas been recognised, for some twenty-five years, as a leading 
student of Danisb stamps. His study of tin earlier recess-printed issues of 
tb11t country bas, in particular, become 11 standard work. Tbe lVestern 
Australian field is a difficult one and tbere is often a paucity of records. 
Mr ]ubl, bowever (following on Mr George Owen) bas developed new 
lines of attack. He bas been able to draw many fresb inferences some of 
wbicb provide new answers (wbicb can't be rebutted) wbile otbers narrow 
down tbe field of cboice and tell other students wb11t tiny sbould look for. 
Mr ]ubl is also a leading autbority on tbe stamps of Pakistan. He is tbe 
present Consul-General for Denmark in Australia, and resides in Sydney. 
- J.R.W.P.] 

PART 1 

With only nine months' experience it may seem a little preposterous that I 
venture to publish a series of articles on Western Australian stamps and cancella
tions. My readers must bear w ith me when I enter the hunting grounds of other 
tribes (read philatelists) and remember that I am not even awarded the 2/6d 
granted the native mail carrier w ho ventured to bring the heavy bags from 
Perth into the grounds of fiendish tribes. 

During those nine months I have had, like every expectant mother, a wonderful 
time studying the literature and calling on the experienced for help and advice. 
It seems to be time now to lie-in because it is necessary-since the stamps, covers, 
etc., of Western Australia are very widely dispersed-to call upon the assistance 
of a much wider circle of collectors if we are to fill the remaining gaps. 

These months have brought a lot of surprises and I feel sure that my readers 
will be equally surprised. However, this artide and those to follow are also 
intended as a challenge calling for comments and information. 

I have been helped by many who have provided material, information and (last 
but not least) incentive. In particular I am much indebted to the W .A. Postal 
Historian, George E. Owen (referred to as GEO ) for the wealth of information 
I have been able to extract from his works The Postal History of Western 
Australia 1829-1901 ("P.Hist.") and A History of the Colonial Post Office, 
Western Australia 1829-1901 ("Hist. Col.") as well as his many va luable comments 
on my ideas. 

Without the encouragement of the Nestor of Australian Philately, my good 
friend J. R. W. Purves, the series would not have been written and I wish here 
to thank him for the inspiration and help he has afforded me. 
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Also my thanks go to John Gartner (JG), E. R. Slade-Slade (SS), John White 
(JW) and Ron Lloyd-Smith (LS). They have all helped me to get a good 
picture of the situation and, when of special interest, I have quoted them. 

It seems to me in general that previous studies of the Postal History of W.A. 
have neglected the additional information obtainable from the stamps themselves. 
I shall endeavour to bring this factor also into the picture as I work my way 
from 1854 up to the turn of the century. 

THE IMPERFORATE STAMPS 1854-60 

Much has been written about the imperforate stamps and I, therefore, limit 
myself to certain aspects little •considered previously-in writing anyway. 

The Perkins Bacon Records ("P.B.Rec."), compiled by Percy de Worms, 
states that one million stamps of the ld black Swan were delivered to the Colony. 
According to "Hist. Col." 73,320 were destroyed after having been damaged 
while in store, leaving a net issue of 926,680 stamps. 

Also according to "Hist. Col." the first 1854 printing of the 4ds consisted of 
36,000 stamps of which 14,880 were destroyed for the same reason, leaving a net 
total of 21,120 stamps. This printing was done with Stone 1 in which the 
"inverted Swan"-or to be correct, the "inverted frame"-occurred, net issue of 
this error being 352 stamps. 

The second printing with the new Stone 2 of the 4d was produced between 
4 and 19 December 1855. The number of stamps issued was 360,000. 

A first printing in 1854 of the 1/- value produced 12,000 stamps, of which 
4,800 were destroyed, leaving a net issue of 7,200 stamps. My guess is that the 
deep red-brown and the salmon shades are from this printing. A cover or piece 
dated before 1.12.1855 could prove me right or wrong. 

The second printing was produced between 29 November and 1 December 
1855, and totalled 80,160 stamps. I believe that we here have the pale brown and 
grey brown shades. 

We can now make the following analysis: 

Paper received from London for 
printing sheets of 240 

4d first print, used 
second print, used 
spoil 

1 /- first print, used 
second print, used 

Balance of sheets then available 
Paper returned to London 

+ 4,998 half-sheets 

Leaving available for other values 
at Perth 
or a maximum of 

150 sheets 
1,500 

1 
50 

334 

874 
2,499 

8, 3 3 3 sheets 

1,985 

6,348 

3,373 

2,975 sheets 
714,000 stamps 
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l have now examined a number of collections and a lot of aucti on catalogues 
and it is my impression that about tw ice as many copies o f the 6d litho of 185 7 
are to be found compared with the 2d litho. The main usage for the 2d was 
internal and it may well be that owing to the relatively sma ll conservation of 
local correspondence the surviva l rate for the 2d was lower than that of the 6d. 
On the other hand, very many 2d have ended up in the waste paper basket. My 
g uess is that a maximum of 500 sheets were printed in 1857, distributed as to 
provide 300 sheets for the 2d (72,000 stamps) and 200 sheets for the 6d (48,000 
stamps). 

It is further my impression that the 1860 6d is slightly more common than its 
predecessor. H ere my guess is 300 sheets or 72,000 stamps. 

The 1860 4d is a real problem. This stamp was used very little and from w hat I 
hea r l would be surprised if more than a dozen exist w ith genuine cancellation. 
Unused copies (mainly from a sa le of remainders) are fairly common, even in 
blocks. The sale of remainders also bro ught on to the market a good number 
of 1854 4d, 1860 2d and some 1854 1/-. 

Considering that stocks of the 1854-5 5 4ds sufficed up into 1862-63 it is likely 
that only a small quantity of thi s va lue was printed in 1860. l would be surprised if 
it was more than 12,000 stamps, i.e., 50 sheets. 

Of the 2,975 sheets remaining in stock in 1856, 850 at the most would have been 
used for the above few stamps, leaving 2, 17 5 sheets ava il abl e for printing the 
1860 2d. As the 1860 issue was printed w ith plates of 120 it comprised 4,350 
half-sheets or 522,000 stamps. 

T should also mention that l believe that there are two distinct periods of 
private rouletting, one around 185 5 and one around 186 1-63 respectively. 

The former is the sca rcer, cancelled w ith Void Grid. JG has a cover 5 .6.185 5 
w ith cancellation in red. 

The latter is cancelled w ith Nos. 1, 2 or 3 of th e 15-bars ty pe, often in blue 
ink, and this rouletting was most likely inspired by the introduction of perforated 
stamps. Neither of these roulettes arc mentioned in the official records and may, 
therefore, originate from firms or other pri vate use rs o f fair quantities o f stamps. 
It would be interesting to lea rn from owners of covers w ho mailed them, w hen 
they were sent, and from w here. 

To simplify matters I shall use the following abbreviations: 

Imper f 

1861 

No wmk 

CC lH 
cc 14 

CA 12 

CA 14 

1889 

For the eight im perfo rate 1·alues ( 1854-60), including the roulettes (S.G. 
1-32). 

For the fi ve perforated values printed by P erkins, Bacon (S.G. 33-46). 

For the two va lues primed by De La Rue on the unwaterma rked paper, 
perf. 13 (S.G. 49-51a ). 

For paper with watermark Crown CC, pcrf. IH (S.G. 52-65). 

For sa me paper bur perf . 14 and 1875 surcharge (S.G. 67-75a). 

For paper with watermark Crown r.A, perf. 12 (S.G. 76-79). 

For same paper but perf. 14 plus surcharges of 188-1-85, l d of the later 
electros (issued 1884) and Telegraph types of 1886 (S.G. 81-9-1, 98-98a, 
301-3 03). 

For Id, 2d and 4d new colours (S.G. 95-97). 
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D.L.R . l'or the new De La Ru e eleet ros, waterm ark CA plus surcharges o f 1893 
and 1895 and the fi scals of 1893 (S G. 99- ll Oa, 201-13). 

WA For same designs but with waterma rk vV Crown A plm the fi sca ls of 1899 
(S.G. 112- 14, 214-20). 

1902 

1905 

For Melbourn e pri ntings watermark V ove r Crown (S.G. 11 5-34). 

For same with watermark Crown over A and values to 1912 (S.G. 138-73). 

NUMB ER ED GRIDS 

G rids numbered 1 and 10- 16 were produced at Perth . The P.M.G.'s dcspatch
letters and evidence from a court case reported in the "P.Hist." establi sh the 
distributio11 of the G rids, except fo r the 10 and 16 G rids w hi ch, however, are 
easy to place. 

1 G rid: PERTH 

1 Grid was only in use from 1.8.1854 to the latter half of September and covers 
are known. 

Strikes from a much later d::i te are ::i lso known. P resumably the obliterntor was 
occasionall y used on a busy day or in an emergency. T have it on CA I 2 ( in use 
1883-84) . 

R eplaced by Void G rid . 

JO G rid: CANNIN G 

Canning was always a very small P.O. and covers w ith 10 G rid have not been 
fo und. 

l 0 G rid is known from imperf. on to 1902, p rov ing that it had a long and 
uninterrupted life. As this could not be the c::ise w ith regar d to the o ther post 
o ffi ce w hi ch theoreti cally could have received it (Port Gregory) , it foll ows that 
l 0 Grid was issued to Canning. 

11 Grid: FR EMANTLE 

Ori ginally 11 G rid was only in use fo r a short period, perhaps at P erth. On 
record are a 1 d bl ack •cancelled in red ink and an inverted frame (ca ncell ed in 
bl::ick?). No covers have been reported. 

11 Grid struck in bl ack is known on No wmk, CC 12!, CC 14, C A J 2 and 
D .L.R., aga in presumably used on busy days. 

Replaced by Void Grid . 

12 Grid: SW A N 

Swan was perhaps the small est of all these post offices and the chances o f 
finding a cover are slim. 

The P .O . was opened 1.1.1852 and closed aga in at some unknown date during 
1873. This period is confirmed as 12 G rid is known on imperf. to CC 12!. 

Later use is not known but should it turn up it must mean use at Perth , as the 
cancell er was returned to he P.M .G. 

A P .O . was re-opened at Swan from 21.1 0. 1876 (sec later). 
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13 Grid: TOODYAY 

This P.O. was opened 16.4.1842 and closed on 31.7.1862 when it was transferred 
to Newcastle. This ·corresponds with the known use of 13 Grid on imperf. A 
cover dated 28.10.1856 is on record. 

A strike reported by GEO on the 1861 2d is a late use either at Toodyay or 
Newcastle. Also on record (JG) is a copy on CA 14. This must be a late use at 
Newcastle. 

14 Grid: ALBANY 

This important P.O. used 14 Grid up to July 1859 when it was replaced by a 
new canceller. It is the only Numbered Grid seen with any frequency on the 
five earliest values. Several covers are known. 

Early strikes are in muddy brownish ink. Probably it was red originally. It 
was later replaced by black ink (LS). 

Late use has not been recorded. 
Replaced by No. 6 in the 15 bars type. 

15 Grid: CHAMPION BAY 
From the original period of use, i.e., before July 1859, only one copy, on a ld 

black, is on record. 
15 Grid is met fairly frequently in late use and is recorded on 1861, CC 14, 

CA 12, 1889 and D.L.R. 
Replaced by No. 6 in the 15 bars type. 

16 Grid: PORT GREGORY 
Port Gregory, opened on an unknown date in 1853, was dosed again when the 

P.M.G. on 8.4.1861 stated that the postmaster had left and that only one person 
remained in the area. It is scarcely surprising that no definite strike has been 
recorded. 

SS states that he once saw, in an auction-lot, a late use of 16 Grid. Since the 
canceller was returned to Perth when an office closed, this indicates either late 
use at Perth or re-issue to another P.O. However, the obsolete Numbered Grids 
from Swan and Port Gregory would hardly have been re-issued many years later. 

Port Gregory was re-opened on 1.6.1861 (see later). 

PEN CAN CELLA TlONS 
At the time of introduction of postage stamps in the Colony there were 

fifteen P.O.s, of which only eight were supplied with Numbered Grids. 
But how did the remaining seven P.O.s obliterate stamps before they were 

supplied with Void Grids? These were Guildford, York, Bunbury, Australind, 
Vasse, Mandurah and Northam-all certainly more important than Cannirnr. 
Swan, Champion Bay and Port Gregory, which had been favoured with 
Numbered Grids. 

The problem seems never to have been considered but my inquiries revealed 
the existence of a ld black (JW) with five and a 4d blue (GEO) with two 
parallel pen-strokes in each case. Further, I have now found a 1 d black with two 
parallel ink strokes. 
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The P.M.G. must have given some instructions w hen he supplied these offices 
with stamps, and it seems reasonable to believe that he ordered cancellations to be 
made with a pen. 

Reports on further examples found on the first three stamps w ill be of great 
interest. 

VOID GRIDS 

On 6.8.1854, sixteen Void Grids arrived from England and according to 
"P.Hist." the P .M.G. on 12.9.1854 forwarded one each to the seven P.O.s w hich 
did not have Numbered Grids, viz.: Guildford, York, Bunbury, Australind, 
Vasse, Mandurah and Northam. They are known on cover from all but Bunbury 
and Mandurah. 

Cover evi dence also proves that Void Grids came into use at Perth and 
Fremantle. 

Considering the scarcity of pen-cancellations I have some doubt about the date 
12.9. 1854. It seems strange that the P.M.G. would have held the Void Grids back 
for fi ve weeks. On the other hand the earli est dated evi dence is from Australind 
3.10. 1854. 

Strikes are normally in black but Perth used red ink during several months 
in 1855-56. I have only seen one ·cover, dated 5.6. 1855 (JG) . The blue ink, see 
later, has been recorded on imperf. and CC 12! (both JW ) but only a cover can 
reveal the offi ce of origin, although Northam is the most likely P .O. 

What then happened to the remaining seven Void Gri ds to w hich one was 
added w hen Mandurah closed on 20. 11.1 858? 

Void Grid: DAN DARRAGAN, later reissued to MT BARKER 
Dandarragan was not a P.O. proper but a Way-side R eceiving Station, the only 
one of its kind ever to receive an obliterator. In "P.Hist." there is a reference 
to a letter sent from the P.M.G. dated 24.10. 1854. No cover evidence is ava ilable 
but the police constable at Dandarragan must have been supplied with a Void 
Grid as the P.M.G. had nothing else to forward. 

Dandarragan closed not later than 23.4.1867. By that time the mail route had 
been changed and the area from that date was covered by a Way-side Receiving 
Station at Yatheroo. This in turn was promoted to a P .O. (see later) . 

When business ceased at Dandarragan the Void Grid must have been returned 
to the P.M.G. 

As GEO has on record that Mount Barker, opened 1.1.1 870, used a Void Grid 
as late as l 891, it may be presumed that the Dandarragan Void Grid was re
issued to this P.O. 

Void Grid: GINGIN 
The P.O. was gazetted on 2. 1.1 85 5, but the P.M. was only granted a salary 

from 1.1.1864. 
I have the only cover so far on record, dated l 6.5 .1869. 
Gingin late got No. 2 3 in the 15-bars ty pe. 

Void Grid: PIN J ARRAH 
The P.O. was opened and the P.M. salaried from 1.1.1856. 
No cover is on record, but the P.M.G. wonld hardly open a salaried P .O. 
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unless he was able to give it an obliterator, and he had only Void Grids in stock. 
Pinjarrah later got No. 13 in the 15-bars type. 

Void Grid: VICTORIA PLAINS 
The opening of a P.O. here was gazetted on 14.4.185 7, but the P.M. was only 

granted a salary from l.l.1865. 
No cover is on record. The P.O.s situation was similar to that at Pinjarrah. 
Victoria Plains later got No. 26 in the 12-bars type. 

Void Grid: BEVERLEY 
The P.O. was opened and the P.M. salaried from l.5.1858. 
No cover is on record. The P.O.s situation was exactly as Pinjarrah's. 
Beverley later got No. 31 in the 12-bars type. 

Did IRWIN RIVER get a Void Grid or a Number? 

According to "Hist. Col." (p. 55) an unofficial Almanac in 1858 listed a P.O. 
at Irwin River. The P.M. was granted a salary from 1.9.1864, when the P.M.G. 
stated that he had carried out duties for some time without pay. His appointment 
as P.M. was gazetted on 6.9.1864. 

No evidence of a Void Grid used at Irwin River exists and perhaps it was only 
a Wayside Receiving Station, which was promoted to a P.O. from 1.9.1864 and 
supplied with No. 28 in the 12-bars type. 

The vagueness of the early history and the gazetting of the appointment of the 
postmaster leads me to believe that Irwin River was a "W.R.S." prior to 1.9.1864. 
How long is "some time" and why else gazette the P.M.s appointment? This 
opinion also fits into the whole pattern of distribution of Void Grids. 

Void Grids: SERPENTINE 
The P.O. was opened and the P.M. salaried from 20.11.1858. 
An existing piece (GEO) from 1861 shows that Serpentine received a Void 

Grid. 
GEO presumes that it always used a Void Grid. Though I am inclined to 

agree, the question is open as no direct evidence is yet available. 
We are now reaching the end of 1858. On 20.11.1858 Mandurah closed and its 

Void Grid was added to the P.M.G.s holding. Of the eight in all in hand after 
the early distribution, Gingin and Serpentine are proved by dated evidence. T do 
not doubt that Pinjarrah and Beverley each account for a Void Grid. Also 
Victoria Plains, which was gazetted as a P.O., seems certain. 

The P.M.G. was therefore left with three Vo.id Grids and as he in the 
reasonable future expected to open further P.Os. he ordered from London the 
15-bars type of Numerals, which seem to have arrived and first been issued to 
P.Os. during July 1859 (see later). 

However, he first exhausted his remaining holding of Void Grids by issuing 
them to the first three P.O.s to open after he had received the 15-bars set of 
cancellers. Jn my opinion these three void grids were allocated as follows: 

l: Void Grid: GREENOUGH 
The P.O. was gazetted on 28.10.1859, and a salary granted the P.M. from 

1.5.1862. 
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I have in my collection the earliest known ·cover, with Void Grid dated 
30.9.1865. Two more covers dated 6.3.1868 and 18.12.1871 respectively, are on 
record. 

Greenough may have used a 12-bars or a 9-bars Numeral from 1872-75 
onwards. 

2. Void Grid: GERALDINE: later re-issued to EUCLA 
A few days after the opening of Greenough the opening of a P.O. at Geraldine 

was gazetted (on 4.11.1859). The P.M. was never salaried beca use it was felt that 
as the office only served a lead mine and its manager was the P .M., the company 
should carry the cost, vide "Hist. Col." (p. 58). 

In January 1876 the P.O. was closed because of the small volume of corres
pondence. Thereafter the few letters destined for this area were carried by a 
monthly police patrol from Northampton. 

Although no evidence exists, I believe that Geraldine used a Void Grid and 
this belief is underlined by the fact that Eucla, opened in 1895, used a Void Grid. 
This means that the P.M.G. at the time held a Void Grid which must have come 
back to him from a closed P.O. This exactly fits Geraldine. 

3. Void Grid: WANERENOOKA later NORTHAMPTON 
On 16.12.1859, only seven weeks after Geraldine's opening, the opening of a 

P.O. at Wanerenooka was gazetted, the P.M. receiving pay from 1.8.1864. 
The P.O. was, on 20.11.1866, moved two miles eastwards to Northampton. 
A cover dated 6.10.1869 and reported by GEO establishes use at Northampton. 
Later replaced by No. 35 in the 12-bars ty pe. 
In conclusion, one should emphasize two points of interest about the Void 

Grids: 
1. In this chapter J have mentioned the dates of Gazettal and of salary granted. 

As it appears that it is the Gazettal that is the main essential T will 
not mention salaries in later chapters. The distinction is perhaps not quite 
as clear as it may seem. For instance a cover from Newcastle cancelled with 
No. 11 of the 15-bars ty pe is dated 9.9.1861, four months before the P.M. 
was granted a salary. 

2. The measurements of the Void Grids differ sufficiently to separate them 
but the rarity of ty ing covers or pieces probably makes it a hopeless task 
ever to describe and place them all. 

In the text I have put some question-marks w hich T hope mv readers will 
respond to. But I ask them not to forget that to a certain degree T have worked 
on presumptions and logic. Anything-absolutely anything-which supports, 
contradicts or supplements what I have written is of the greatest interest to me. 

My address is: Consulate General of Denmark, 
21st floor, Gold Fields House, 
Circular Quay, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000. 

In the next number I shall commence with a discussion of the stamps issued 
from 1861 to 1889, and then proceed w ith the 15-bars ty pe obliterators. 

(To be continued) 



VICTORIA: THE USE OF "PLATED" 
OR "COATED" ELECTROS 1878-1887 

By J. R. W. PURVES, F.R.P.S.L. 

At the end of the year 1878, with the production of two plates for the 2d 
"Double-lined Oval'', we saw the introduction of an additional procedure in plate 
making. 

Prior to that date-whatever the preliminary procedures- the printing plates 
copper electrotypes, comprised 120 singles or four 30 groups-for the normal size 
stamps-as the case might be-clamped together or (from late 1875 on) a continu
ous surface copper electrotype of 120 impressions for the normal size stamp, or 
otherwise as the case might be for the other sizes. 

The practice of "facing" a copper printing surface with a thin protective de
posit of a hard and less corrosive metal, e.g., nickel was, even in 1878, nothing 
very new. 

De La Rue's had, in 1862, employed steel-faced electros to produce the 4d 
scarlet of Great Britain. The main r~son, of course, for facing copper plates was 
to give them a longer life. Such coverings, further, protected the copper against 
the corrosion consequent on the use of certa in inks-notably those of the vermilion 
to orange school-which, containing an appreciable amount of a mercury salt, 
were apt to work havoc on the exposed copper. In Victoria the writer has been 
able to show that this latter problem had already, in 1860, reared its ugly head in 
relation to the printing of the 6d "Beaded Oval" in orange. 

There are certain phenomena, in Victoria, highly characteristic for stamps 
printed from "plated" electros but not to be found on stamps printed from un
coated copper electros. 

It must also be remembered that in 1878-for many new processes-there was 
necessarily a degree of scientific imperfection which could not be tolerated today. 

The source of imperfection which concerns us here was an inability, using· the 
electrolytic baths then available in Victoria, to grow a protective deposit which 
was of a precisely even depth throughout. 1f there was a failure, in any area, to 
grow the deposit on the basic copper (or to grow it to a sufficient depth) the 
result-in the area concerned-was that the reliefs were necessarily slightly lower 
than the surrounding reliefs where the coating process had been satisfactorily 
accomplished. 

Such deficiencies, although only very shallow areas in the plating- plate, pro
duced white patches, split frames, weak corners, etc., on the printed stamp. The 
early printings (generally met fiscally cancelled ) of the 3/-, 4/-, 5/- and 6/
"Stamp Duty", in particular, afford many splendid instances of this sort of thing. 

In most cases, however, from about 1890 on, it became possible to cure many 

"But see th e semi-exception noted in the second last paragraph of this article. 

16 
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of such defects by employing new inks, in conjunction with what was even more 
important, a heavier "make-ready". A good example are the printings of the t d 
value for which the same two (coated) plates were in use from 1886 to 1895. Here 
the use of different inks, together with the heavier "make-ready", meant that the 
ink was forced into the "sballows" referred to. Previously these showed up as 
white patches, etc., simply because the ink had not reached them. 

Many of the stamps of this period therefore possess a high degree of plate
ability since they present us with two different kinds of constant flaw, viz: 

(i) Those flaws normally showing on the copper surface such as sub-types (if 
any), white breaks, scratches, etc. All these flaws would remain when the plate 
had been "coated" since the "coating" or "deposit" would only affect the existing 
reliefs and breaks .in those reliefs would be duplicated in the coating. Likewise 
in the case of "sub-types" (where extra colour, i.e., further relief, was involved) 
these would receive the coating. They would remain as they originally were and 
be reproduced on the printed stamp. 

(ii) The flaws (described above as "shallows") arising from a lack or insuffi
ciency of coating, and not found in the original copper surface. 

The existence of these two factors has made it possible for me to complete the 
reconstruction of the sheet of 80 (IO x 8) printed from the first plate ( 1879-97) 
of the 5 / - "Shield" type inscribed "Stamp Duty" and also of the sheet of 40 ( 5 x 
8) of the £10 "Stamp Duty" of 1879 on. Likewise, given a sufficient quantity of 
multiples, it would be equally easy to reconstruct the sheet of 80 of the other 
higher value surface-printed "Stamp Duties" of the 1879 series-and in particular 
the 3/-, 4/- and 6/- values. 

Again take the plates (each of 120 impressions) introduced in 1880-81 for the 
4d and 2/- values- for neither of which was there a normal stamp in the sheet 
(all 120 showing constant white fl aws and most positions showing two or more) 
-there can be no doubt that here also "coated" electrotypes were involved. 

There are, however, a number of stamps in this period which do not appear to 
show the class of variety described under (ii) above, and therefore may not have 
have been printed from coated electrotypes. This group includes the 2d of 1880-
8 3, the 1 d of 1883-84 and certain values of the 1885 series. 

The writer's opinion is that coated electrotypes were, certainly, used for the 
following stamps: 

(a) 

l. Series of 1879 inscribed "Stamp Duty"- ld green, 6d, 1/-, 1/6, 2/-, 3/-, 4/-. 
5/-, 6/-, 10/-, 15/-, £1, £1/5/-, £1/10/-, 45/-, £5, £10-also 2d Die 2 of 
December 1878. 

2. 1880-8 1: 4d, 2/ -. 
3. 1885: 3d, 4d 
4. 1886-87: t d, ld, 2d, 4d, 6d, 1/-, 1/6, and the £5 to £9 values. 
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(b) 

MARCH 1972 

So far as the following stamps are concerned he is not able to be so definite : 
1. 1880-8 1: ld "Stamp Duty" brown. 
2. 1880-84: 2d; 1883-84: ld. 
3. 1885 series: td, 2d, 8d, 2/6. 

In relation to the "doubtfuls" it may well be that coated electrotypes were used 
but that in their case the coating was so even and consistent that deficiencies (i.e., 
"Shallows") rarely if ever showed up on the printed stamp. Additionally-as with 
the t d 1886-95 already mentioned-the use of more suitable inks and heavier 
"make-readies" may have helped to mask most if not all of the "sha ll ows" with 
ink as we have seen did occur in the case of the !d. A ll that can be said is that we 
cannot be as sure of the (b) items as we are of the (a) li st above. 

For new plates produced from 1890 onwards there is little or no evidence of 
"sha ll ow" Raws. It seems to me, however, particularly in view of the larger print
ings required for the commoner values, that a protective coating would have been 
a prudent step if it was desired to get the longest life out of the plates. On the 
other hand, it could have been that costs entered into it. Did the "coating" process 
involve greater costs than the preparation of new electrotypes? I do not know 
but further study of the later issues may well hold the key. 

There is nothing on this subject in the archives which I have searched but we 
do know, from a report sent to various stamp periodicals by the Philatelic Society 
of Victoria describing its second ex hibiti on-which was held on 26 May 1900-
that 

"The Government Printer ... also exhibited plates of the l d rose, 6d blue and 
1I6 orange, in copper, brass and nickel respectively, and also a sheet of each value 
along with them." 

A curious thing is that this particular paragraph was omitted (? by the Editor) 
in the report appearing in the Australian Philatelist, this country's sole philatelic 
journal at the time. The paragraph did, however, appear in at least two English 
publications-in the Philatelic Record for September 1900, at pages 215-16, and in 
Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Journal for 31 August 1900 (Vol. XI), at page 37. 

The Id rose would have been the ld "rosine" of August 1899-January 1901, the 
6d would have been the type first issued in late 1886, and the 1/6 the type first 
issued in 1888. The plate for the l d was therefore an uncoated copper electrotype. 

There is also-it has already been quoted in this journal-a much earlier refer
ence, this time to the steel-facing by Calvert, in 1858, of certain individual electro
types for the "Emblems". These seem to have been confined to replacements for 
certain faulty electrotypes w hic h h e removed from the forme-see Vindin's Phila
telic M omhly for 2 l June 1894 at page 15 6. 

Those interested in these protective coatings are referred to the original edition 
of Melville's splendid work Postap;e S;•mnps in the Making at pages 162-67. Here 
he describes, in turn, si lver-facing, iron and steel-faci ng, nickel facing and brass 
facing respectively. Some of these processes have, of course, been abandoned or 
forgotten by modern electrotypers but it is indisputable that they were all em
ployed in the Victori:rn period and Melville gives chapter and verse for them. 



NEW SOUTH WALES NUMERAL 
CANCELLATIONS: LATEST 

DISCOVERIES 

By H. M. CAMPBELL, F.R.P.S.L. 

Since the publication of the Second Supplement to New South Wales Numeral 
Cancellations in J anuary 1969, a considerable amount of new information has 
·come in. In fact, there is enough for a third supplement, but as I hope to persuade 
one or both of the publishers of the original to publish a second edition in the 
not too distant future, I think it better for this new information to appear here 
in the meantime. 

In the first place, a further large quantity of Tattersalls' covers has become 
avai lable. Several of us, through the good offices of Rev. A. H. Voycc of 
Auckland, N.Z., have been through these, with good resu lts as far as new "tics" 
are concerned, w hile a few numbers not previously recorded have been found. 
Mr J. L. Amiet of Chermside, Queensland, has also been ab le to report severa l 
new "ties" from his own collection, and one or two new numbers. Jn al l, there 
are almost 50 new "ties" or confirmati ons to record. 

I was able to obtain some batches of numerals on si ngle stamps w hich came 
from an old-time dealer's stocks, w hic h yielded quite a few numbers not 
previously recorded. I have also isolated a further sub-type of Type 2, the first 
"ray" type. In the origi nal book, Nos. 189 and 190 were recorded with 24 
"rays", and listed as RX. However, I found that all the Type 2's w hi ch I have 
seen of numbers between 181 and 190 have 24 or 25 "rays", so I have made these 
a new sub-type, designated 2aa. 

Mr L. G. Shepard of Waterbury, Conn., w ho was one of those concerned with 
the examination of the new Tattersalls' material, has drawn my attention to the 
fact that the Type 4 canceller used at Obley (205) was abnormal, having five 
bars over and under the numera l. I have therefore ca ll ed it T y pe 4Y. 
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Several of the sub-types have not been previously illustrated. Mr E. R. Slade 
Slade of Fairlight, N.S.W., has been good enough to draw these for me, and they 
are illustrated herewith (with the exception of 4Y). 

- --
l840) 

-- -4X 4Da 

-/' -
( MR 2 -~ {f82f 
V"". s2 ~ 
~~-=--

4Da 

In the preparation of this article, I acknowledge the assistance of Rev. A. H. 
Voyce, Messrs J. L. Amiet, L. G. Shepard and E. R. Slade Slade, as previously 
mentioned, and also of Messrs A. R. Butler of Watford, England, H. K. H. 
Fletcher of Christchurch, N.Z., D. Hebbs of Ballan, Vic., A. L. Leon of Durban, 
South Africa. E. A. Williams of Buffalo, N.Y., and a correspondent of Mr Wil
liams. 

In the following, the page references are to the original book, unless otherwise 
noted. 

CHAPTER II 

P. 4. 2nd to 4th paras. Another number very much out of sequence has turned up. 
This is 1271, used at Ganmain (earlier Derry, earlier Boggy Creek), where 
one would have expected a number round the 1620's. The delay here is 
nearly seven years, and I can find no explanation for this. 

CHAPTER III 

P. 6. 5th para. The note in brackets after (a) 19-21 rays should read: "(Nos 1-180, 
Nos. 191-241 approx. and Nos. 379 approx.-401)". 
"(aa) 24-25 Rays (Nos 181-190)" 

P. 7. 2nd and 5th paras., and Second Supplement, p. 3. No. 205 in T ype 4 has 5 
bars above and below the numeral. I call it 4Y. 

List of Known Types (Second Supplement) 
No. 

3 After 4b add "(2 vars.)". 
74 2a now seen. 
82 Delete 4b and add 4Da. 

106 la now seen. 
127 la now seen. 
155 la now seen. 
163 2a now seen. 
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Nos. 181 to 190 should now read: 
181 2aa, 3b, 4b, 4Db. 
182 2aa, 3a, 4Da, 4Db (3 vars.), 5. 
183 (2aa), 3a. 
184 2aa, 3a. 
185 2aa, 3a. 
186 2aa, 3a, 4Da, 4Db (2 vars. ) , 5. 
187 (2aa), 3a, 4b. 
188 (2aa), 3a. 
189 2aa. 
190 2aa, 3a. 
192 Add 3a. 
205 Delete 4b and add 4Y. 
27 1 2c now seen. 
315 2c now seen. 
437 3a now seen. 
438 3a now seen. 
472 3a probably docs not exist. 

No. 
550 3a now seen. 
632 3c now seen. 
658 3c now seen. 
669 Add 4b. 
740 3c now seen. 
749 3c now seen. 
764 3c now seen. 
896 4b now seen. 
950 4b now seen. 

1031 4b now seen. 
1039 4b now seen. 
1064 4b now seen. 
1090 4b now seen. 
1105 4b now seen. 
1146 After 4b add " (2 vars.)". 
1160 4b now seen. 
1196 4b now seen. 

CHAPTER IV 

As previously mentioned, nearly fifty new "ties" and confirmations have been 
discovered since the publication of the Second Supplement. However, the new 
" ties" recorded in the First and Second Supplements were mixed up wi th con
jectures. All new "ties" and probables not recorded in the origi nal work are 
therefore repeated here to get the record straight. There are over ninety new 
"ties" and probables, and about thirty confirmations and corrections. This is far 
greater progress than we dreamed was possible w hen the original work was 
published, but we cannot expect similar success in the future. For one thing, there 
are fewer long-lived post offices w hich not yet been "tied", and I doubt w hether 
there remain any large batches of covers or large pieces which have not been 
examined. 

Page No. Name 
17 103 OPHIR Now confirmed. 
20 185 ST. MARK'S Now confirmed. 
20 203 CALCO LA Should read "CALOOLA". 
22 ?267 LlMEBURNER'S CREEK 
23 292 CHARCOAL CREEK C.d.s. read "CHARCOAL'.' 
24 R .95 BROW LOW HILL 
27 438 LITTLETON 
29 473 WOODSlDE Tentative allocation in Second Supplement 

now confirmed. 
29 474 F IG TREE Now confirmed. 
29 477 GUILDFORD Probable in Second Supplement now certain. 
29 490 BRUNGLE 
29 507 TOCUMWAL 
30 517 CROSS ROADS 
30 521 TAEMAS 
31 BIG HILL Delete ? 547. 
31 583 OLLERA (WANDSWORTH) 
31 581 UPPER PYRAMUL Not 583 (Second Supplement). 
32 603 CHARLE.YONG (MARLOW) 
32 609 BARREN JOEY 
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Page 

32 
33 
33 
34 
34 
34 
34 
34 
35 
35 
36 
37 
37 
37 

38 
38 
39 
40 
40 

41 
41 
4 1 
42 

42 

43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 

44 
44 
45 
45 
46 
47 
48 
48 
49 
49 

so 
so 
so 
51 
52 
53 
53 
53 
54 
54 

No. 
619 
631 

?637 
667 
676 
687 
690 
696 
737 
738 
757 
788 
798 

(799) 

836 
845 
900 
901 

(94 1) 

967 
974 

(996) 

1031 
103 8 
1040 
1064 
1057 

(1073) 

1085 
1084 

? 11 24 
1141 
1155 
1202 
1249 
127 1 

? 1294 
1306 

1335 
135 l 
1356 
1383 
1424 
1450 
1465 
1487 
1498 
1500 

PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA MARCH 1972 
Name 
CARRICK 
CUD AL 
COW FLAT 
UPPER TURON 
1VlULLOON 
GLEN MORRISON 
BROWN'S CREEK 
CULLENBONE 
LITTLE BILLABONG 
QUIPOLLY 
KlMBRlK I 
WALLE BEEN 
PE.JAR 
WALLACETON later 

H RE.F IELD (l/2/1882) 
ESSINGTON 
HARR INGTON 
COOLONGOLOOK 
URI ARRA 
CULLING A 

NANGRlBONE 
WOODLANDS 
WH ITE ROCK 
BROCKLEHURST 

WALLACETON 

GERMAN'S HILL 
SPICER'S CREEK 
SPR INGS (DRTPSTONE) 
BROOM AN 
RED RANGE 
CABBAGE. TREE (F lR Y 

ME DOViT) 
MURRUNGUN DY 
BOO MEY 
STONY CREEK 
YURRU GA 
SHERWOOD 
SYLVANIA 
QUIPOLLY CREEK 
BOGGY CREEK (see 1/8/ 189 1) 
BRUSHY HILL 
DOUGHBOY HOLLOW 

(ARDGLE ) 
HATF IELD 
MARSDEN PARK 
BLACKMAN'S POINT 
DOREE (DORA CREEK) 
UPPER RUN (HAMPTON) 
JlNDALEE 
BLACK RANGE 
TERMElL 
LOWER YAMMATREE 
DORA CREEK (BRUSH, 

MARTINSVILLE) 

Now certain. 

Now certain. 

Now confirmed. 

Should read "'VALLENDBEEN". 
Not 797. 
Delete: "Closed 1880" and add: "No 799 

known on piece with Junee backstamp". 

Not 846. 
Now certain. 

Add: "No. 941 known on piece with 
Wallendbeen transit marking". 

Add: "Closed 1879''. 
Not 968. 
Not 976. 
Add: "No. 996 known on pi ece with 

Dripstone backstamp". 
Delete: "Later HAREFIELD 1/2/ 1882" 
and add: "Closed 1880". 

Now confirmed. 
Not 1043. 

Now certain. 
Add: "No. 1073 known on piece with 

Wollongong backstamp". 
Now certain. 

Not 1156. 

Now confirmed. 

ow certain. 
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Page No. Name 
54 1507 MORONGLA CREEK 
54 1517 Kl ALLA 
54 1530 MOUNT TOA Now certain. 
55 1554 ARGENT'S HILL Not 1555. 
55 1561 SHELLHARBOUR RAILWAY 

STATION (DUNMORE) 
56 1607 A UDLEY Now confirmed. 
56 1609 JTNGELLTC 
56 l6l l MEDLOW (MEDLOW BA TH) 
56 1271 BOGGY CREEK (DERRY, 

GANMAIN) 
56 ? 1622 TAYLOR'S ARM 
57 1636 OMEGA 
57 1646 NA A GLEN 
57 1642 IRVINGTON Not 1646. 
58 1676 NEW ITALY Not 1672. 
58 168l COLYTON 
58 1682 ORTON PARK 
58 1712 LANSDALE 
59 1727 CABLE'S SIDING (PEN ROSE ) 
59 ? 1730 REEFTON 
59 1737 GOLLAN 
59 175 1 BYWONG 
60 1769 GUY FAWKES Now confirmed. 
60 1777 DOUBLE PEAK 
60 1782 LAKES LA D 
60 ?1798 TALLAGANDRA 
61 1820 WEST TEMORA 

(NARRABURRA) 
61 ?1827 ROSSMORE 
61 1838 UPPER GLOUCESTER Not 1839. 
61 1853 BIRRIWA 
62 1864 MEWBUR (RUGBY) ow confirmed. 
62 1871 BENDICK MURRELL 
62 1882 ISABELLA 
63 ?1906 KENSINGTON 
63 1911 ABINGTON Now confirmed. 
63 1916 SALLY'S FLAT 
63 1919 I GEBYRA 
63 1925 TRIANGLE FLAT 
63 1930 ASHLEY 
63 COLTNROOBTE Delete : "? 1925". 
63 ?1944 CENTRAL RALEIGH 
63 1939 WOMBOOTA 
63 1940 JOHN'S RIVER Not 1945. 
64 1945 BEAU MO T 
64 ? 1955 KEMPTON 
64 1963 UNKYA CREEK Now confirmed. 
64 ? 1964 ANNA BAY 
64 1971 BALLENGARRA 
64 1972 NORTH BOURKE Tentative allocation in Second Supplement 

now confirmed. 
64 1977 FOREST HILL 
64 1979 WATTAMADARA 

(WA TT AMONDARA) 
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Page No. Name 
64 (1982) GOONELLEBAH Add : "No. 1982 known on piece with 

Lismore backstamp". 
65 1987 YAMBULLA Now certain. 
65 1997 KTLLlNGWORTH 
65 2003 BARNEY'S HILL 
65 WERT AGO Delete 200 1 (Second Supplement). 
65 2004 MTR AND A 
65 2006 OWEN'S GAP 
65 20 19 PORT KEMBLA ow confirmed. 
65 202 1 T TA Not 2020. 
65 2001 BOOLAROO Not 2021. 
65 2025 EAST GRESFORD 
65 2027 BOLA RO 
65 2031 TERRY-HlE-HlE 
66 ?2033 TOOTOOL 
66 2036 BYANGUM 
66 2037 NAUGH TON'S GAP 
66 2042 TARCOON 
67 2085 CHTNDERAH 

(67) 2089 WA KOOL CROSSING 

} Probably opened early 1904. 
(67) 2091 TALMALMO 

CHAPTER V (SECON D SUPPLEMENT) 

Mr Amiet has shown me two 1879 covers bearing the T y pe 4Da duplex. These 
arc from Bathurst and Armidale, the latter not being previously recorded in this 
ty pe. The last sentence of the first paragraph on page l 3 should therefore read : 

"We have so far found thirteen instances of T ype 4Da, ... " 

P. 13. 3rd para. Last sentence. I now have 84 (Tenter field) in T y pe 5 as late 
as 1907, w hile Narrandera (242) was also still in use well into the 1900's. 

In the list at the bottom of page 13, under T y pe 4Da, below 64 WEST 
MAITLAND, add : "82 ARMIDALE (1 1.6.79)". 

APPENDIX A (SECON D SUPPLEMENT) 

The following numbers have now been seen: 192, 27 1, 315, 438, 632 , 658, 740, 
749, 764, 896, 950; 1031, 1039, 1064, 1090, 1105, 1160, 1196, 1551; 1609; 1727; 
1789, 1939. 



OBITUARY 

Mr D. B. MOLONEY 

Mr Dennis Bernard Moloney, a prominent figure in philatelic cil'cles in Sydney 
for many years, died suddenly on December 26, soon after his 70th birthday. 
His passing is regretted by many friends in both Sydney and Melbourne. 

In 1967 he made a special visit to Melbourne to propose the toast of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Victoria at the 7 5th Anniversary Dinner. 

Mr Moloney was educated at St Benedict's, St Joseph's, and Holy Cross, and 
Sydney University where he took a law degree. For many years, he was a 
practising solicitor in Sydney. 

He started collecting in the late 1930s and formed an extensive collection of 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

Mr Moloney was an office-bearer in the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club, the 
Philatelic Society of New South Wales and the PhilateJi.c Society of Australia, 
as well as the Commonwealth Collectors' Club of New South Wales. Tn all these 
societies and in the organisation of exhibitions in Sydney, he was an energetic 
worker. 

He was president of the Philatelic Society of New South Wales for three 
periods between 1943 and 1968, serving a total of eight years. He was made an 
Honorary Life Member in 1967. 

For four years, from 1943 to 1946, he was a vice-president of the Royal Sydney 
Philatelic Club, and during 1944 was acting-secretary. Honorary Life Member
ship was conferred on him in 1965. 

In 1946, Mr Moloney joined in partnership with Mr K. Baker and Mr L . Rose 
to establish a stamp auctioneering firm, D. K. L. Kin~ and Co, with Mr Moloney 
as auctioneer. The first sale was held in March 1947 and the last in April 1948, 
after which the business was taken over by H . R. Harmer, of London. 

At the end of 1948 Mr Moloney and Mr Baker became partners in a Royal 
APcade stamp business, Baker and Moloney. Tn 1950 Mr Baker sold his interest 
and Mr G. J. Croyston joined Mr Moloney, the business name remaining. 

In 1951 they took over the famous firm of J. H . Smyth Pty Ltd, in Castle
reagh Street, Mr Moloney looking after this business. After several yea rs, they 
closed this business and traded only from the Royal Arcade. The partnershio 
has been in process of winding up since the dem.olition of the Royal Arcade 
early in 1970. 

For several years Mr Moloney had been unable to take part in ohilatelic 
activities because of the heavy responsibilities involved in the trusteeship of an 
extensive estate of considerable ramifications. 

He will be remembered for his honesty, tolerance, and generosity. 
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Mr ]olm C. Todd 

Mr John C. Todd, business manager of Philately from Australia from 1962 
to 1969 died in January after a long illness. 

Mr Todd, who joined the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria .in 1961, special
ised in Commonwealth of Austra li a, and was particularly interested in the 
varieties of the later recess-printed issues. He also collected South Afri·ca. 

Mr Todd was an energetic, enthusiastic, and likeable member of the Society 
and his death followed a long period of suffering, cheerfully borne. 

Philately from Australia benefited from his eager and conscientious work. 
He was chosen as one of the original recipients of the J. R. W. Purves Medal. 

Mr Todd, who was a public accountant, with a practice at Mentone, was 
forced to dispose of his business some time ago because of his illness. He had 
been unable to attend meetings for some years because of medkal advice which 
prevented him from goi ng out at night, but he retained a lively interest in the 
Society to the end. 

The Society's sincere sympathy goes out to Mrs Todd. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: THE SQUARED 
CIRCLE CANCELLATIONS 

Sir, 
I have perused with interest Mr Donald 

G. Cox's artic le and tabul ation of the South 
Australian squared circle cancell ations. My 
particular concern is with cancellations used 
at post offices in the Northern Territory 

Office 
Dinm et e r of 

Circle in 
Mi!!im c t.res 

ALYCE SPRINGS 25 
ANTHONY'S LAGOON 25 
ARLTUNGA 25 
BORROLOOLA 25 

BROCK'S CREEK 

FOUNTAIN HEAD 26 
HERMANNSBURG 2H 
UNION TOWN 2H 

26 

and within this area I can add somewhat to 
Mr Cox's list of names and also augment 
some of the particulars already published. 

In addition to Port Darwin and Burrundie, 
Borroloola and Fountain Head had " 18" 
above the usual dateline. In the case of 
Port Darwin the " 19" appears to have been 
dropped from about 1908. 

l have the fo llowing: 

Range of 
Usage 

1898 
1897 and 1898 
1897 and 1898 

R emarks 

An addition to the list. Date 
is not clear 

1899 There were two squared 
circle types : 
(a) 23.5m 
(b) 25m (larger lettering ) 

as already listed 
1899 An addition to the list 
1903 An addition to the list 
1897 An addition to the list 

Yours, etc., 
P. COLLAS 



REVIEWS 

Tin Postage Due Sta111ps of Australia, 1890-
1961. Anonymous. 25 pp. H x 8! in. Pub
lished by the Austra lian Post Office, 
Philatelic Bureau, 374 Bourke Street, Mel
bourne 3000. Price 50 cents. 

Australian Commemorative and Air Mail 
Stamps, 1927 to 1951. Anonymous. 44 pp. 
H x 8! in. Published by the Austra lian 
Post Office, Philatelic Bureau, 374 Bourke 
Street, Melbourne 3000. Price 50 cents. 

These are the fourth and fifth booklets 
in the series on usual ia 's stamps, produced 
by the Austra lian Post Office and maintain 
the standards set and the plan of the earlier 
numbers. 

The material of the Postage Due volume 
has already appeared but these are out of 
print and we now have between covers, the 
full story of a type of stamps now extinct 
in Austra lia. The whole complicated story 
of these stamps, from the parent Victorian 
and New South Wa les issues, through the 
Commonwealth issues- fiftee n seri es- is 
simply an d lucidly told. The reasons for 
the switches between N.S.W. and Victorian 
prototypes are given and J. B. Cooke's un
accepted essay for a distinctive postage due 
series is illustrated. 1t cou ld have produced 
attractive stamps. 

A great deal of research has obviously 
been necessary to explain the many changes 
on the stamps that have taken place during 
the period and without access to Depart
mental records much of this data would 
have been difficult to obtain. 

ln 1916, newspaper stamps were proposed 
having va lues from 1/ IOth of a penny to one 
penny, and essays, using the postage due 
frame were made. A set of these has sur
vive d in the officia l coll ection. These are 
illustrated, but no details of colors, water
mark or perforations are given. 

The booklet on the Commemoratives will 
be wanted by every Commonwealth collec
tor, for it names the designers and engravers 
of each stamp. ow there wi ll be hours and 
hours of re-writing of collections to include 
the new data. 

It is information for which philatelists 
have been waiting for 20 to 40 years- in-
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formation which the Department should 
have provided at the time. 

The introductory summary of the stamp 
printing faci lities and arrangements is both 
interesting and useful. 

lt was surely a shocking situation when 
the ote Printing Branch did not have a 
staff engraver. The Genera l Manager (Mr 
T . S. Harrison) had to engrave the dies 
himself. 

ln Britisb Postage Stamp Design, John 
Easton singled out the Sturt design from the 
other Australian commemoratives, and it is 
interesting to learn that the designer was 
Mr R. A. Harrison, and the engraver, Mr 
F. D. Man ley. 

It wi ll surprise many that that of the 
Commemoratives between 1930 and 195 1, 
there were on ly five that Mr Manley did 
not engrave himself or in association with 
another engraver. Most were designed and 
engraved by him. 

One must admire the ski ll which could 
engrave the mathematical intricacy of rhe 
Sturt design, the bold detail of the U.P.U. 
stamp, the delicacy of t he Hd Common
wealth Jubilee, and the photographic sweep 
of the 1 /6 value of the same set. 

The booklet ends with six pages of de
signs proposed for stamps. They show w hat 
we might have had; and w hat we have been 
saved from- and mostly it is w hat we have 
saved from . 

An interesting essay is the adaptation of 
the unissued 1/ - Swan design of 1913-14 
engraved set as a commemorative for ihe 
1928 International Philatelic Exhibition in 
Melbourne . 

It is disappointing, however, that neither 
of these books makes any reference to im
prints or plate numbers, and none to the 
various printers. 

This is standard information required for 
album write-ups and is ava il able elsewhere, 
but collectors should not have to look e: .l ~e
whcre for it. 

It wou ld certainly be more than a con
venience to have this data in a valuable 
official work of this kind and one hopes it 
will be provided in the future editions these 
booklets undoubtedly deserve. 
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New Zealand Registered ,Wail Markings, by 
Rev. A. H. Voyce. 66 pp. 8 x JO ins. 
Mimeographed. Limited Edition. Pub I ishcd 
by the Postal History Society of New 
Zealand Inc., Box 1605, Auck land, New 
Zealand. Price $NZ2.25. 

New Zealand's registered mail has been 
receiving serious attention from posta l his
torians in the Dominion in recent years and 
this is the third monograph on the subject 
which the Postal History Society of New 
Zealand has produced, following Professor 
I. D. Campbell 's Illustrated Handbook of 
New Zealand R egistration Labels 1908-1965 
and his 1970 Supplement to it. 

Mr Voycc's work covers the registration 
cachets which preceded the labels and the 
postmarks for registered mail to the present 
day. All known markings arc listed or illus
trated, and a great deal of hitherto unpub
lished material is included. 

Besides the markings, Mr Voyce deals 
with Registered Postal Stationery, AR Mark
ings, and forgeries . 

New Zea land had some bad luck with 
some of its earliest postmasters and in his 
historical introduction Mr Voyce reports 
that in 1843 the Auckland postmaster, Mr 
Connell (initia ls not given) was prosecuted 
in the police court by Mr J. T. Montifire, 
a merchant, for alleged negligence in not 
send ing mail by the Trypbena, a trading 
vessel sai ling to Sydney. Mr l\llontefire gave 
evidence that he had paid 1/- Registration 
on a letter. Mr Conne ll was fined £5. 

Bur the postmaster's li fe in the Full Face 
Days was not always a happy one. The 
postmaster at Port A lbert in I 864 was sacked 
for losing a registered letter w hile trudging 
10 miles to despatch and coll ect his mail. 

The present registration markings repre
sent green tape which was formerly used 
and the amount of "red tape" associated 
with the green tape would have been 
enough to make a postmaster color-b lind . 

One of the strange things about "regis
tered" markings is the low survival rate of 
material. l\lfr Voycc attributed it to the lack 
of interest in earlier periods w hen collectors 
merely tore the stamps from envelopes, but 
one wou ld have thought that the smvival 
rate of registered covers might have been 
higher than those of ordinary mail because 
of the importance of the contents. 

Mr Voyce reports that the earliest known 
New Zealand registration marking is a 
familiar "Crown over Registered" appa rently 

app lied as a transit marking to 1859 and 
I 860 registered letters from England. Both 
covers are in Captain T. G. S. vVard's 
coll ection. 

These supersede the unframed circular 
"Registered" cac het w hich ranked ,is the 
ear liest N.Z. registration marking w hen Tin 
Postage Stamps of N ew Zealand, Vol. Ill 
was published. This was assigned to Dune
din in 1863, but on the strength of two 
covers in his own coll ection, dated 1889 and 
1904, Mr Voyce suggests it should be attri
buted to nearby Port Chalmers. 

It is a surprise that on ly one example of 
so many markings is known. That means 
that there are many more to be discovered. 
It is also clear that there is much to be 
learned about those we know. 

Mr Voyce's book is the seventh published 
by the progressive and energetic Postal His
tory Society of New Zealand. It is a sys
tematic and necessary work w hich will 
commend itself to all interested in this 
field and many others. 

Norfolk Island Postmarks, by Ray Simpson. 
15 pp. 8 x 10 in . Duplicated. Limited Edi
tion. Published by Ray Simpson, Box 183, 
Manly, NSvV 2095. Price $1.50. 

Mr Simpson, a veteran member of the 
Pacific lsland Circle, Sydney, has written 
and published the inaugural work on this 
subj ect and has already found an enthusias
tic demand for it . 

Norfolk lsland material, particularly of 
the earli er periods, is scarce and scattered, 
but Mr Simpson opens with the Free Nor
folk Island and Paid at Torfolk lsland 
markings of the 1840s. He has found 24 
types of Austra lian cancellations and four 
types of postmarks used by the New Zea
land forces on the island during World 
\!Var II. E.ach postmark is described, and the 
circumstances of its use given. 

Of the numeral cancel 102, he says "Tt is 
debatable w hether this or rep lacement can
cels were ever put into service and no 
authenticated examples have been found. 
One would, however, have liked a specific 
reference to Tasmanian oblitcraror 72 (first 
allocation) (P from A, Dec. 1956, p. I 13, 
June 1957, p. 41, and Tasmania: Tbe Postal 
History and Postal Markings) . 

Interest in orfolk Island is li vely and 
as new discoveries are made, a more ambi
tious work may be justified. Mr Simpson 
has provided a valuahlc guide. 



RO.YAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

Members' Diary 
April 

5 ( 12.30-4 ) Library and Conversation 
20 E gypt-Phil atelic Problems, Mr G. T . Houston 

May 
3 ( 12.30-4) Library and Conversation 
8 Library and Conversation 

18 Guatemala, Mr J. R. W . Purves 
Entries close for annual competiti on 

20 Sale 

June 
7 ( 12.30-4) Library and Conversation. 

12 Library an d Conversation 
15 Annu al Competition 

Nominations for Office~bearers close 
28 Britain in Asia. Compere, Mr J. Gartner 

July 
5 ( 12.30-4 ) Library and Conversation 

10 Library and Conversation 
20 Annu al Meeting 

Pres identi al Display, Mr T . C. Lester 

N ew M embers 
New members elected are: November: Mr D . 

Sims, Victoria; December : Mr R. F. Turnbull and 
R. . Curevitch, Victoria; Tanu ary: Mr H . Morga n, 
Victoria; February: Mr F. Perera, Western Austra
li a. 

Early Canada 
Mr E . G. Creed presented a very fin e collection 

of early Canada at the D ecemb er meeting. 
He opened with a selection of pre-stamp covers, 

the first group representing the 1786-95 period, 
the next 1805-1830s, and the later period to about 
1870 . 

Essays, including the Luis Riel, led to plate 
proofs , with and without Specimen overprints, of 
the P ence issues notably a block of 6d in blu e, 
an d a block of the 'hd in the issued colour, with 
a strip of three of the 12d. 

There were three die proofs of the Prin ce 
Albert on cardboard, and in the pl a te proofs, a 
number of the 3d, including three pairs, and bo th 
the major re-entries ( SG la and 7b). 

The issued stamps included a p air of the 3d on 
cover, and a nice 6d on cover, as we11 as the 1/:!d 
also on cover. 

The 12d Black, on laid paper, was a four-mar
g ined copy, and the lOd included the major-re
entry. The 7'hd w as represented by four copies, 
one on cover, and in the perforated issues, the 
'hd, 3d, and 6d were all represented. 

There was Rn unused copy of SG 27, 6d brown
ish-grey, and 27b, on thin ribbed paper. 

Jn the 1859 cents issue, the major re-entry of 
the 5 cent, and other varieties, includin g the rock 
in waterfall and log in waterfall. 

The selection of 10, 12'h and 17 cents, was 
highlighted by the imperf imprint block of SG 4 l a, 
illustra ted in Boggs' handbook. 
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Science on Stamps 
;or K. T. H. Farrer, a scie ntist, presen ted 

Science on Stamps at the first meeling of the year. 
Dr Farrer told how he had begun the co llection 

out of !Jrofessiona l interest and how its own interest 
has grown absorbingly. 

Th e vas t expa nse of scientifi c e ffort covered by 
the display was astonishing, "an eye opener" in 
th~ popular parlnn_ce. The exhibit covered many 
sciences from Arcllc and Antarctic explora tion to 
biology. 

The section on the development of printing pro
cesses alone made one wonde r a t the vast amount 
of scientific e ffort that went into the development 
and perfecting of the vario us processes. 

The easil y followed write-ups, clear an d concise, 
added to th e enjoyment of the evening. 

Dr ~arr~r's encyc1opaedic know]edgc of science 
and scientists, as revealed by th e display and 
notes, was a matter of general admira tion. 

The display embraced starnps, posh11arks, cachets, 
and covers, many of them scarce. The subject at
tra~tc d large attendance of members, despite the 
holiday season and all were enthusiastic. 

School of Philately 
In spite of the Aoods, a good number of members 

managed to reach the Society's rooms for the 
Febmary meeting w hen Mr J. H. W. l'urvcs pre
sented ''.The Case for Another School of Philately". 

Stressmg that en1 oymen t of the hobby was th e 
great essentia l, whether one's taste ran to research, 
or any other form of collecting, Ml· Purves went on 
to say that it was the duty of th e senior membc1·s 
of the hobby to ensure th a t a group of well -in
formed collectors existed in each ecncra tion of col
lectors. A school would show how, with industry, 
any collecto r could obtain more than average 
knowl edge. 

Courses for advan ced phil ately h ave been given 
th roughout the world. They are recognised as a 
means of h elping the co ll ector over the early 
hurdles on the road to expert kn owledge. "A suc
cession of experts is necessary to m ain tain the ad
vancemen t o f philately," he sa id. 

Mr Pmves said it was envisaged that the re would 
be eight to ten lectures a t the proposed school. H al f 
~f the~e would be on basic philatelic knowledge, 
mcluclrn g the three m ain printing processes: four 
lecrures would deal with va rious aspects of postal 
history, one of which would be on cance lla ti ons. 
Other subjects such as rates and routes, abnormal 
usages, fun ctional markings and accountan cy mark
ings would a ll be discussed, toge ther with a lec
ture based on covers and their appreciation and 
appraisal. 

Another of th e objects of th e sch ool would be to 
g ive coll ectors hints they would not find in books, 
on such subjects as s torage, arra ngement and dean
ing of stamps. 

In conclusion, Mr Purves emphasised that read
ing was essential for real phi la telic knowle dge. 



PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

By Appointment: 

Wholesale Distributors 

in 

Australasia 

for the 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

Full Retail Stocks Held 

First D ay Covers for all Issues 

Collectors: Write for Retail List 

Dealers: Write for British P.O. Service List 

Jn "Stamps" for more than 20 years
come to 

MAPPIN & CURRAN 
(PHILATELISTS) PTY LIMITED 

SHOPS 30 & 31, MUTUAL ARCADE, 

266 FLINDERS STREET, 

MELBOURNE 3000, VIC., AUSTRALIA 

BOX 5027 G.P.O. PHONE 63 6376 

" MIDDLE EAST" STAMP COLLECTION 
FOR SALE: A large and varied collection, 
mint and used, from the Middle East, ap
prox. 1400 stamps from Aden and States, 
Alaouites, Bahrain, Cypms, I raq, Israel, 
Jordan , Kuwait, Latakia, Lebanon, Muscat. 
Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Alex
andretta (Hatay), Jordan Forces in Pales
tine, and Yemen, Egyptian occup. of Pales
tine, &c., many good sets and singles, 
mostly prewar, ex. deceased Estate. Cheap 
at $495.00. De tails on request. 
INDONESIA AND MALAYA COLLEC
TION FOR SALE: Collection as ab ove, 
many blocks &c., price $150.00. 575 differ
ent stamps, ex. deceased Estate. 
GERMANY COLLECTION FOR SALE : 
1114 different stamps from Gennany pre
war and postwar including locals, Occup. of 
Belg ium, Roum ania &c., East and West 
Germany, German States &c., an a ttractive 
collection including many good prewar sets 
&c. Price $275.00 .. . . D etails on request. 

"Service that Satisfies" from . . • 

ARNOLD, WHEELER & CO. 
495 Collins Street (Box 4566, GPO) 

Melbourne 3001 , Victoria 
Est. 1929. Cables: "AWCO" Melbourne 

Phones: 62 4913. A.H. 29 3032 

ROMANO HOUSE 
The home of Stanley Gibbons Specialist and Rare Stamp Depart
ment, where visitors call in to discuss their collections in elegant 
surroundings. Expert staff are always on hand to give advice on 
philatelic problems, to help you build your collection up to exhib iti on 
standard or advise on its disposal. 

Write to them- they' ll be delighted to hear from you . 

SINGLE STAMPS, MULTIPLES, SPECIALIST MATERIAL, COVERS, 
COLLECTIONS-and EXPERT ADVICE are all available to personal 
callers at: Romano House, 399 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

All correspondence should be addressed to : 

Specialist and Rare Stamp Department, 
391 Strand, London, WC2R OLX, England. 

(iii) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Pbllatello Society of Victoria, which wu founded In 18951, and which In 19'6 
bad the privile&e conferred upon It of the use oE the prelb: "ROYAL", ii a Society 
to which you, at a collector, 1bould belong. Amongst !ti many advantage1 are: 

il SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR· il QUARTZ LAMP & MICRO· 
GAN: Phllal•lv from Atulralla SCOPE and a Reference Forgery 
ii posted free to all memben, Collection are available. 

il MEETINGS held on the third 
and BEtb Tbunday of the month 
at 7.45 p.m. In ltl own premises, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne, 8141. 

il EXCHANGE BOOl:S circulate 
regularly within Australia to fn. 
tereited memben. 

il THE SALES BRANCH en· 
ables memben to buy and aell 
•tamps not con1ldered suitable by the vendor 
for excban&e 1heet1. P01tal bide accepted from 
memben for any Item. 

il COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY 11 open to 
memben on Meeting Nights and one other 
night monthly or bv arrangement with the 
Librarian. Also 12.SO on first Wedne1day1. 

il CURRENT FILES of the leading oveneu 
philatelic fournal1 printed In Engllah are 
available on the tables at the Society'• rooms. 

.. MONmLY DISPLAYS: Ith•• 
always been Society r:Ucy to ob· 
taln the best availab e collections 
for display at Society monthly 
meetings, Lecture1 and Discus· 
1lons by leading Pbllatellstl en· 
able mernben to Improve their 
pbllatello kliowledge. 

il PHILATELIC nJOWLEDCE: 
Thil Society Include• experts on 

almost all branch• of Pbllately, whllle advice 
ii alway1 available. 

il mE SOCIETY'S FEES ans Entrance 
Fee: '10.50; Annual Subscriptions City and 
Metropolitan Memben, f8.50; Country and 
Intentate '5.00; Oveneu, .5.50. 

il ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD be 
directed to Mlu H. SERJEANT-WHITE 
(Hon, Seo.), Box llll2, G.P.O., Melbourne, 
3001. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

.. OFFICIAL ORGAN I r11aai.1v 
from Aunralfa ii available to mem· 
hen at 1peclal 1ub1criptlon rate. 

.. MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meets at 7.30 p.m. on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at the No. 1 
Hall, 7th Floor, G.U.0.0.F. Buildh1g, 
149 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 

il EXCHANGE BRANCH: Memben 
are entitled to receive the Escbange 
Boob wblcb circulate regnlarly 
within Australia. 

• LIBRARY: A library, comprillnl over 1000 
volume1, 11 avallahle for u1e of members by 
arrangement with tho Librarian. 

il AfONTHLY DISPLAYSs Dilplay1 
of Interesting collecdon1 and fhila· 
tello Items an a feature o the 
monthly meetlnp of the Cub. It ii 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
memben the belt available dllplay1, 
wblle lecture1 and Dl10U11lon1 help 
to further the phDateUo knowledge 
of memben. The advice of mem· 
hen, esperb In most branobn of 
pbllately, la alway• available wbl'll 
requested. 

JI. THE CLUB'S FEES ares CJty member1, 
$3.ISO; Country memben, U.!SO. 
Sub1criptlon1 are due 1 July yearly. There ii 
no entrance fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS 1bould be addressed to -

Mr Frederick Danlell, Hon. Secretary· Box 1751 O.P.O. Sydney 2001 
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AUSTRALIAN 
Stamps & Covers 
of Fine Quality 
are often avallable for sale through 
our postal history auctions and spe
cialised British Empire sales In Lon
don as well as through our popular 
monthly general sales In Bournemouth 
When sending for a sample catalogue 
please mention that you aaw this In 
"Phllately from Australla". 

Details of our unique service for the 
specialist will be forwarded on re
quest. 

• • • • 

• • • • 
WE CAN HELP YOU 

TO SELL IN THE 
RIGHT MARKET 

THROUGH 

London 
Bournemouth or 

Australia 
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 

SELLING IN AUSTRALIA WRITE 

TO 

ROBSON LOWE 
(Australia) Pty Ltd 
134 Collins Street 

Melbourne 
Victoria 3000 

WHERE REGULAR AUCTIONS 
ARE HELD 

SEND FOR A SAMPLE 
CATALOGUE 

IN ENGLAND OR AUSTRALIA 
BUY and SELL through 

ROBSON LOWE LIMITED 
HEADOFFICE: 50 PALL MALL, LONDON, 

SW1 Y51Z ENGLAND 
Cablea: ustampa, London, SW1" Telex: 915 410 


