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Philately from Australia 
IMPORT ANT NOTICE 

In spite of an increasee in printing costs late in 1968, the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Victoria has continued to maintain the sub
scription rates for Philately from Australia at the old prices. Recent 
sharp increase in postal rates, however, which in some instances have 
doubled, now force the Society regretfully to make postage an "extra". 
Subscribers residin~ within Australia should therefore add 2S cents 
for postage, to their subscription, and overseas subscribers, SO cents. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
(a) From Australian residents: $2.00 per annum (plus 2S cents 

postage). 
(b) From Overseas residents: £1 sterling for British Empire, except 

Canada (plus S/- postage), and $3.00 for United States of America 
and Canada (plus SO cents postage). All overseas payments made by 
cheque or bank draft are now subject to a bank fee of SO cents Aus
tralian currency, equivalent to SI- sterling or S4 Cents U.S. currency. 
This amount should therefore be added when using these methods of 
payment. 

Most back issues are still available at 60 cents per copy (Aust.); 
6/- sterling (B.E.); and $1.00 (American). All these prices include 
postage. 

We regret that owing to a change in postal regulations British 
Postal Orders are not now negotiable in Australia. Please make pay
ment by bank draft, cheque, or money order 

ADVERTISING RATES 
Full Year 

Single Insertion Four Insertions 
Covers $30.00 $26.00 
Full Page $2S.OO $22.00 
Half Page $15.00 $13.00 
Quarter Page $10.00 $9.00 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas are at the sterling equivalent 
of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 
the Business Manager, Box 222, G.P.O., Melbourne 3001. 
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THIRTY-SECOND EDITION 

THE 

Australian Commonwealth 
Specialists~ Catalogue 

1971 
PRICE $1 .50 

* 
Obtainable from all L eading Stamp Dealers or 

THE HA WT HORN PRESS 
60 l Little Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000 

SELECTIONS OF THE FOLLOWING ARE AVAILABLE : 

GREAT BRITAIN-Travelling Post Office cancellations, Railway 
Letters, Pictorial Envelopes. 

ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC-Covers, cancellations and Vignettes. 
AUSTRALIAN STATES-A remarkable range of specialised items, 

strong in Die Proofs, pre-adhesive letters and covers. 
CHILE-PERU WAR-Cancellations. 
CHINA- Combination covers and Treaty Port cancellations. 
COOK ISLANDS- Covers , cancellations and Proofs. 
CYPRUS-Specialised material of all kinds. 
ECUADOR- A few rare Die Proofs. 
The usual references would be appreciated from clients not known 

to us. 

fJ-,.'J'lll dlamp @<1tnpan'I J!,/J. 
(Managing Director: C. ANGUS PARKER) 

265 Strand, London, W.C.2. England 
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MAX STERN R. co 234 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE 
Ull PORT PHILLIP ARCADE (opp. Flinders St. Station) 

MELBOURNE'S MOST MODERN 
STAMP & COIN SHOP CATERS 
FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTIONS 
Every month in our Auctions, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, Papua, New Guinea 
and other British Pacific 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
to December, 1971, $1.00 

Overseas rates on application 

+: Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement +: 

P. J. DOWNIE 
6th FLOOR, 94 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 
TELEPHONE 63 2503 TELEGRAMS AND CABLES: DOWNIESTAMPS MELBOURNE 
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FRIENDSHIP AND PHILATELY 

The fading year has been memorable for the good fellowship and reunions of 
ANPEX 1970 and for the stress on the links of friendship and philately in the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria. 

The society has been fortunate in that friendship between members has always 
been one of its characteristics. Possession of its own home has enabled closer 
association between the members, bringing deeper kno~ledge and understanding 
and an increasing respect and appreciation of their qualities. 

ANPEX demonstrated again that philatelic friendships know neither national 
nor State boundaries. 

Society friendships develop far beyond philatelic circles. 

In this season of remembrance, in the coming days of good wishes, let us 
remember gratefully that adding friendship to philately is a true enrichment 
of life. 
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Conducted by 0. W . (BILL) EUSTACE 

3 Cent Queen's Head 

The appearance of this stamp on coated paper marks the completion of the 
original decimal definitive series from 1 Cent to $4 on this type of paper, with 
the exception of the 4 Cent red. The 4c red did, however, appear on a variety 
of papers during the experimental period in 1966-67. As usual there is a wide 
variation in the reaction to ultra-violet light from "pink lamp" to "bluish-white" 
depending on the density of the coating. 

5 Cent Queen's Head 

A few of these stamps were purchased recently from a Melbourne City post 
office and found to have a fairly well defined offset on the back. Unfortunately 
the bulk of the sheet had already been disposed of across the counter. 

6 Cent Queen's H ead 

An interesting variety, which could bear further investigation, is to be found 
on certain panes. On stamps 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 of Row 8 there is a small white 
break in the orange shading dashes on the Queen's left shoulder. Unlike the 
white patches on the 5 Cent blue (Trail, June 1969), these do not recur on 
the corresponding stamps of Row 10. To further complicate the situation, there 
is a similar break on Row 8 of another pane, but this time only on stamps 7 and 9. 

There is a slight rounding of the bottom left corner on Row 8, No. 1 of the 
latter pane. 

Marked differences of shade from a quite bright orange to almost brownish 
orange have been noted, although some of this is undoubtedly due to the weight 
of coating, as ultra-violet illumination discloses the differences to which we have 
become accustomed. 

6 Cent Floral Coil 

Presumably through a breakdown in communication someone has laboriously 
inscribed the word "Floral" in "biro" on each coil leader (as was done for the 
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provisional wrappers for the 4 Cent and 5 Cent Floral coils). There being no 
other form of 6 Cent coil, this is, of course, superfluous. 

A coil has been seen on which the "R" of Rose appears to have been worked 
on and is heavier than usual, and on the stamp above, the upright stroke of the 
"R" is incomplete. As one would expect, the defects recur every fourteenth 
stamp in that particular coil. 

7 Cent Snowy Mountains 

There are two flaws in the dark blue area under the pylon on this stamp. One 
is more-or-less midway between the base of the two central legs of the pylon 
and the bottom frame on Row 8, No. 7 and the other is on Row 8, No. 8 just 
below the point where the wire joins the blue ground. 

On some sheets these flaws appear as almost indiscernible white spots but on 
others they are very prominent biro-like blue-black marks against the lighter 
background. 

On Row 7, No. 4 the central leg of the pylon is almost severed where it passes 
through the white cloud. This is constant. 

9 Cent National Development 

There is a minor weakness on the left frame of Row 3, No. 8. 

50 Cent Booklets - 5 Cent Blue Queen's Head 

Remade booklets (stapled covers with no stitch marks but inside panes showing 
marks of previous stitching) have been seen. These were from the second release 
with back cover plain. 

1970 Famous Australians Booklets 

Initial supplies of the $1.20 booklets were without interleaving between the 
panes, lacked the usual Edition No. Imprint on the back cover and carried only 
one slogan on the inside of the back cover. Presumably this was a result of 
security measures pending the change in Postal Rates since booklets have now 
been seen with interleaves and carrying the usual imprint on the back cover. 
The Victorian Edition is V70/3. 

The 60 cent booklets have an interleaf page but the inside back cover is 
blank and there is no Edition Number. 

6 Cent Parliamentary Association Conference Commemorative 

The production of this stamp was a technical disaster which it would perhaps 
have been better to scrap before issue. The shade varies from blue-green 
(Row 2, No. 1) to almost yellow-green (Row 7, No. 10) within each sheet. 
Since it would fill the whole of this column to list all the blemishes which could 
be noted, I have selected, on a quite arbitrary basis, a block of eight stamps from 
Rows 4 and 5, stamps 7 to I 0. 

Row 4, No. 7: Mark below "en" of "Conference". 
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Row 4, No. 8: Scratch above "Hamori". 
Row 5, No. 7: Retouch in green above 6c. 
Row 5, No. 10: Retouch left of "Sixteenth". 

6 Cent United Nations Commemorative 

DECEMBER 1970 

Although an improvement on the Parliamentary stamp, this too shows some 
evidence of rushed preparation. I have selected as the most interesting item the 
retouch near the first "A" of "Australia" on Row 7, No. 2, but among the 
other flaws noted were: 

Row 1, No. 3: White mark under "9" of "1979" and blue mark in left frame. 
Row 5, No. 5: Minor white mark before 1970. 
Row 9, No. 8: Large area of weakness on right side of stamp. 

6 Cent Qantas Commemorative 

A very minor spot of deeper blue appears on Row 8, No. 10. 

30 Cent Qantas Crmrmemorative 

On a significant proportion of the printing the "3" and "O" of "30" are joined 
by a white flaw on Row 1, Stamps 3 and 4, but by no means all sheets show 
these faults. On most of those without these flaws the aircraft seems to be more 
grey than the jet-black of the sheets contail)ing the 30-joined flaws. On Row 
10, No. 6 there is a small white blemish between the figures standing on the 
ground opposite "Q" of "Qantas". 

A Merry Christmas to all my readers and "More power to your magnifying 
glasses in 1971 !" 



VICTORIA: THE 1886 4d. DULL LILAC 
By DEREK N. BAKER 

With a Note by J. R. W. Purves 

In the Victorian section of Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth Postage 
Stamp Catalogue for 1970, under entry No. 248, is listed: "4d. dull lilac (error) 
Dec. '86 ... £180 ... £35". 

The story behind this rather scarce error is to be found in official correspond
ence that has somehow managed to survive the intervening years. 

A memorandum dated 1 l J anuary 1887, and initialled by J. H. Gibbs, Comp
troller of Stamps, states: 

Docket herewith is annexed to direct attention to the very great similarity between 
the 4d and 2d Postage stamps, which is only likely to result in serious error, especially 
in forwarding late fee correspondence. 

Directly beneath this memorandum the following words are written in a 
different hand: 

The colour of the 2d stamp certain ly requires changing, as there is little or no 
difference between that and the 4d . 

The initials "T.S." are evidently those of T. E. Slack, who was Superintendent 
of Mails at that time. On the reverse side of the document is the following 
note from the Comptroller of Stamps: 

Some time ago I received a small supply of these pale red 4d stamps, and on the 
28th December 1886, I drew Mr Ferres' attention to the matter [Mr Ferres was the 
Government Printer). Since then, several complaints have been made and it is sug
gested Mr Ferres be requested to deliver future supplies in darker ink, as heretofore. 
The colour has been changed apparently without this Department being consulted. 
It is suggested the newspaper docket with the stamps affixed be forwarded to Mr 
Ferres for his inspection. J. H. Gibbs. 19/ 1/87. 

The matter was referred to the Government Printer on 21 January 1887, by 
James Smibert, the Deputy Postmaster-General, Victoria (a title that has now 
been changed to Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Victoria). In reply, a memo 
from the Government Printer, dated 7 February 1887, states: 

I submit two sheets of 4d Duty Stamps, value £ 4, being proofs from the altered 
dies, for selection of colour. Please try for obliteration.-]. Ferres. 

The next reference to the subj ect is dated 9 February 1887, and is a memo
randum headed - Subject - Similarity in Colour of 2d and 4d Stamps. It reads: 

Fourpenny stamps have always been printed in red ink and no complaints were made 
against them until the Government Printer changed their colour and made it similar 
to that of the twopenny stamps, and under these circumstances it is suggested speci
mens be obtained in dark red ink, or, a specimen printed in two colours would be 
preferable. 

As Fourpenny stamps were used principally in payment of postage and telegraph 
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fees their obliteration will easily be seen. The principal object in this instance is to 
produce a stamp that cannot be sold or used in mistake for a stamp of some other 
value. Last week, a gentleman used a green 10/- stamp on a cheque in mistake for 
a green penny stamp! J. H. Gibbs. 

On the reverse side of this document are a number of notes in a variety of 
handwriting, all initialled and dated. At the top of the page is a comment by 
James Smibert, Deputy Postmaster-General: 

I think the dark red colour should be reverted to. Tn my opinion, two colours 
should only be used for high priced stamps.-J.S. 9/2/87. 

Below this note is the comment: 

Let the colour be the same as the old 4d-viz: scarlet. 

This is also dated 9/2/87, but the initials are not decipherable. 
At the bottom of the page is the following note from the Comptroller of 

Stamps: 

For the information of the Government Printer the stamps referred to by the 
Postmaster-General may be seen in accompanying album (which please return to 
me), marked "Overprinted 1885". 10/2/87. J.H.G. 

Next follows a memo bearing the address "Stamp Branch", and dated 18 
February 1887. It is from William Bond, Overseer of the Stamp Branch. It states: 

With reference to the complaint re change of colour of the 4d Duty Stamps, I find 
about 50 sheets were printed by mistake with violet ink instead of magenta, and were 
inadvertently delivered to the Comptroller of Stamps. The printing of 4d Duty in 
magenta was approved by the Deputy Postmaster-General in 1885, fully six months 
before the Stamp Branch was transferred to this Department. Two proof sheets, 
value £ 4, one in carmine and the other in vermillion, are submitted herewith. William 
Bond. 

On the reverse side of this document is a further set of initialled comments. 
Heading these is one from John Ferres, the Government Printer, who says: 

The report of the Overseer of the Stamp Branch is forwarded for the information 
of the Deputy Postmaster-General. J. Fcrrcs. 21/2/87. 

Beneath this is a footnote stating: "Book returned herewith.-J.F." 
A second footnote states: "Submitted for approval of colour-P.F." 
The next entry is by the Comptroller of Stamps: "Sheet A is the same colour 

as the old 4d, and I think it will answer very well.-J.H.G. 28/2/87 ." Beneath 
this is the single word "Approved", followed by the initials of James Smibert, 
the Deputy Postmaster-General, and then the footnote: "Advise Government 
Printer and return stamps". 

This completes the official correspondence on the subject. Gibbons, in reference 
to the 4d "error", states: "This comprises a printing of 6,000 stamps, in 1886, in 
a dull lilac shade. It is true that only some seven unused specimens are known, 
but it is not true (as previously stated) that it is unknown used, since a leading 
authority has himself seen upwards of 30 undoubted used copies, all of which 
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have certain characteristics which distinguish them from certain colour change
lings, accidental or deliberate. The records show that the whole printing of 
6,000 was issued, which confirms the finding of so many used copies." 

Comment by Mr Purves 

Mr Baker-who has asked for my comments on the above extracts-has done a 
service in recalling some of the facts on this most interesting error. 

However, he was not aware that the contents of the file quoted were dealt 
with by W. R. Rundell in an article in the Australian Philatelist for April 
1914 (pp. 107-8). In that article Mr Rundell also stated that he knew of seven 
mint copies of the "error" (two other mint copies having been burnt in the fire 
which destroyed our Society's offices in 1897). However he added the words, 
"No used copies have apparently come to light"-a statement which later created 
much misunderstanding. In fact, in the May 1914 number of the same journal 
(p. 127) the Rev. James Mursell wrote that he possessed an undoubted used copy 
dated 4.3.87, and the next month-in the June number (p. 148)-Mr Rundell 
stated that a Melbourne collector possessed an undoubted used copy which he 
had himself seen. 

In the Australian Stamp Journal for May 1915 (p. 112) C. L. Pack stated that 
he had a mint pair of this stamp which had originally come from the David Hill 
collection, and he added that it was this pair which originally caused the item to 
be included in the Gibbons Catalogue. I have seen copies of the error dated 
30.12.86 and 15.1.87 respectively. The Gibbons' note quoted by Mr Baker was 
originally compiled by me and I take full responsibility for its accuracy. 

However, Mr Rundell and later writers have, I think, incorrectly understood 
the entries quoted. Actually the only official reference to the "error" as it is 
known today is the statement made by William Bond and quoted above. 

The last normal 4d shade of the 1885 issue was the 4d "bright mauve-rose" of 
January 1887 (S.G. 247a) and the similarity alluded to in the memo of 11.1.87 
almost certainly concerned this stamp and the 2d rosy-mauve (S.G. 245b) which 
was replaced by the 2d S.G. 286 in the second half of December 1886. It did not, 
in my belief, concern the "error" at all! 

How anyone could call the error-which is a dull mauve (or violet)-Gibbons' 
nomenclature notwithstanding, a "pale red" I do not know though, in a yellow 
light, S.G . 247a could possibly have been so described. Prior to the 4d magenta 
of 1885, all 4d's from 1857 on had been printed in one or another shade of red, 
hence the desire to get back into the established groove. 

At no other stage is there any suggestion of "a mistake" of the nature referred 
to by William Bond. The 2d violet (S.G. says "lilac")-which was the 2d shade 
most like the error-disappeared in March 1885, further support for my view. In 
other words the enquiry did not originate over the "error" at all but was 
responsible for William Bond's discovering it. 



QUEENSLAND NUMERAL 
CAN CELLA TIO NS: THE LA TEST 

DISCOVERIES 
By H. M. CAMPBELL, F.R.P.s.r .. 

Since the report in "The Other Side of the Picture" in the December 1969 
issue, another comparatively large batch of "ties" has come to light. Most of these 
were shown me by Rev. A. H. Voyce, but I have been lucky enough to discover 
one or two myself. Further, some of the new material has caused me to look again 
at some of the old material, resulting in amendment to some previously reported 
"ties". 

Jn numerical order, the new "ties", and the amendments, are: 

90 TAN TYMOREL. A re-a llocation. (Captain H. S. Porter : Queensl11nd Nu111er11/ 
C11ncell11tions.) Porter, p. 32. 

? 122 GURRUMBA H. A re-allocation. Porter, p. 31. 
167 BYRNESTOWN. A re-allocation. Porter, p. 31. 
231 MURPHY'S CREEK. A re-a llocation and replacement (originally llsed No. 11 2). 

Porter, p . 16. 
237 KOOJAREWON (not 231). A re-all ocation and replacement. Porter, p. 20, note 

opposite GEHAM. 
287 ROCKLEA. A re-allocation and replacement (originally llSed No. 68) . Porter, p. 14. 
303 T ALLEBUDGERA. Porter, p. 21. 
418 SYLVANIA. Porter, p. 25. 

?418 SAPPHIRE. A re-a llocation. Porter, p. 3l. 
503 TERRORS CREEK (not 303). Porter, p. 21, note opposite HAMIL TON. My feeling 

is that when the site was changed from Hamilton, a new nllmber was allocated, as 
503 would fit an 1892 opening. 

536 POMONA (not 586). A confirmation. Porter, p. 30 (change of name from PTN-
BARREN, Porter, p. 29). 

542 WYRE.EMA. Porter, p. 29. 
579 FRIEZLAND (not 57 l). Porter, p. 30. 
592 BENOWA. Porter, p. 29. This is the normal bar-type canceller, bur 592 was also used 

at Longreach in the duplex type. This is the first instance I have found of this type 
of duplication. 

603 REDBANK. Porter, p. 30. Mr Purves earlier reported 603 as BOONMOO, but from 
this latest find it is clear that it is definitely REDBANK, the '3' having a flat top. 
I believe that Boonmoo .is probably 608, but I have not yet had the opportunity 
to check with Mr Purves. 

All this new information shows that there is still material to be discovered, and 
I hope others will be prompted to examine their material and report any 
discoveries. 

It is hoped to publish a revision of Captain Porter's work (possibly including 
other studies) in the not too far distant future, so any help wou ld be appreciated. 
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DA YID H. HILL MEDAL IS PREMIER 
AWARD 

The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria's David H. Hill Medal was established 
in January 1957 to reward "distinguished service, whether of a cultural or 
administrative nature, done in the cause of adult philately" in the year preceding 
the award. 

It is open to Australian residents, who need not be members of the society. 
The medal honours, and is named after, the first president of the society and one 

of the earliest students of Victorian stamps, particularly the Half-Lengths. His 
was one of the original names on the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists. 

It was founded with the desire that it should be recognised as Australia's 
premier philatelic award. 

The medal, in silver, is two inches in diameter. The obverse bears a portrait of 
David Hill with his name "David Haworth Hill" around the circumference. The 
reverse is inscribed "Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria. Founded 1892" on a 
patterned background. 

The first award of the medal was made to Mr J. R. W. Purves in 1957. 
In 1963 the medal was awarded to Mr H. M. Campbell. 
The Council's resolution creating the award is: 

That it is desirable for this Society to create an award more befitting to its status than any 
present award given by it. 

2 That an award to be known as the "David H. Hill Medal" be created by this Society. 
3 That the award shall take the form of a silver medal and shall be presented to individuals, 

at the sole discretion of the Council of the Society, for distinguished service, whether of a 
cultural or administrative nature, done in the cause of adult philately during or around the 
twelve months preceding the award. 

4 That where the Council considers such an action is warranted it may av- ard up to two 
such medals in any one year but that likewise it may decide, in any one year, that no such 
award shall be given. 

5 That whenever such an award is made it shall be announced at the July mr.eting of the 
Society. 

6 That only persons resident in Australia whether members of the Society or not shall be 
eligible to receive the award. 

7 That the same person shall be eligible to receive the award more than once provided that 
four years or more have elapsed since the award was last made to him or her. 

8 That the award shall not be one susceptible of formal nomination but shall be decided 
solely as the result of discussions within the Council. 

9 That for this purpose the gaining by persons of medals for collections shown at Exhibitior 
shall not be taken into consideration, the medals themselves being deemed a sufficient 
reward to the persons concerned. 
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Contributed by the Pacific Island Circle of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club 
Convenor's address: 30 Warrane Road, East Roseville, N.S.W. 2069 

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 

Tbe td King George V 

Curiosity is the prerequisite of the philatelic specialist. He is never satisfied that 
things are what they appear to be. This is certainly so of the members of this 
Circle, who have discovered an item of interest in the prosaic key plate issue of the 
Gilbert & Ellice Islands, affecting the duty plate and particularly the words 
"Gilbert & Ellice Islands". lt has been assumed the words in the name of the King 
George V series were the same in all values, but the curiosity referred to above 
threw up the fact that the name in the td value is very different to all other values 
from Id to One Pound. 

Comparison of the td values with the other values in this series will show that 
the overall length of the words vary by half a millimetre, that in the td stamp 
being the shorter. In this value the letters are shorter and broader than those in 
other values. The ends of the letter "S" turn outwards in the td, but are vertical 
in others and the top of the letter "R" is almost square in the td and oblong in 
others. 

It was first thought that the explanation lay in the monocolour printing from a 
plate in which the head plate is integral with the duty plate, but this was found 
not to be the case, as the lettering varies in location in the name panel from 
stamp to stamp. 

Multiple Obliterations 

A 2d. Pandanus Pine has recently turned up with no less than three oblitera
tions. 

What is presumed to be the first applied is "Abemama" in manuscript in grey
black ink. The second is a straight line "S.S. MUNIARA" in red, while the third 
is an unmistakable portion of a Sydney arrival circular date stamp. Unfortunately 
the date cannot be read. 

SAMOA 

Tbe Bisected 1/- stamp of 1895 

Mr R. P. Odenweller states in his article "Postal History of Samoa" in the 
bulletin of the Postal History Society, August-October 1970 (p. 64) that the 
Perf. 12 bisected 1/- was used as 6d on five covers after the 1 April 1895 fire. 

The issue referred to was Perf. 12! and not Perf. 12 and the 1/- stamp bisected 
was used as the ordinary rate of postage which at that particular time was 2td. 
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One of the members of the Circle has a cover Registered to New Zealand with 
the bisect as well as the 3d on 2d "R" S.G. 70 Type 10 illustrated in S.G. 
Catalogue, which was the correct rate of a registered letter, i.e., 2td ordinary 
postage and 3d registration charge. 

Mr R. Gibbons in his Handbook, Samoa Postal History 1882 to 1900, says (page 
14), "But the single rate for letters from Samoa .to New Zealand and the islands 
had been reduced from 6d a considerable time before, and, as we have already 
seen, in 1892 was 2td. I have seen covers addressed to New Zealand and Fiji 
franked with halves of the 1/- and there does not seem any explanation why a 
6d rate should have been charged to these places." 

PACIFIC ISLANDS-WHITHER? 

In articles which appeared in Pbilately from Australia in March 1967, June 
1967, June 1969 and September 1969, the Circle expressed its concern at the 
proliferation of new issues by certain Pacific countries. Unfortunately this 
exploitation of the collector is gaining momentum and this Circle considers all 
concerned with the future of philately should take immediate action in an effort 
to prevent the loss of goodwill of collectors of the stamp issues of the Pacific 
Islands. 

Mr John Bishop, of Auckland, quotes in the November 1970 issue of his house 
journal, Pacific Stamp Journal, a leader from Tbe New Zealand Herald of 
20 October: 

Stamps Lose Significance. 
An issue of new postage stamps was once an event of note. Now it has become almost 

a monthly occurrence. Indeed, one of the greatest difficulties of the stamp industry seems to be 
finding occasions to justify the launching of fresh motifs. 

The Chatham Tslands stamps which will appear in December may well bear attractive 
designs. But, with stamps as with banknotes, the skill of the artist adds nothing to the value 
of currency if it has been debased by extravagant printing. 

Too many new stamps are appearing. The line-up for the first six months of next year is 
almost ludicrously long. As well as seven new definitive stamps, nine commemorative stamps 
are planned for that period. They wi ll honour such things as One Ton Cup yachting and the 
10th anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty. 

Commemorative stamps are a useful form of national advertising and a significant source 
of revenue. But the circumstances they commemorate should at least justify the issue of a 
stamp; otherwise we merely advertise an odd sense of history and expose a mercenary intent. 

Too many different types of stamps also confuse the public. Since stamps are for postage 
first and philately second, the requirements of the user merit precedence over those of the 
collector. 

As J\fr Bishop invited readers to state whether they are for or against the 
increasing number of new issues this Circle has sent a letter to the editor of 
Pacific Stamp Journal: 

Dear Sir, 

"Stamps Lose Significance", an item of interest in the November 1970 number of your 
journal, has been brought to the attention of members of the Pacific Island Circle within the 
Royal Sydney Philatelic Club. 

It aroused much interest, and as their spokesman, I have been requested to assure you of 
our wholehearted support, in the warnings expressed from time to time in the columns of 
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your journal relating to the widespread exploitation which must, if not checked, bring about 
the utter ruination of modern Pacific philately. 

We have read what you have had to say about the proliferation of stamp issues by the 
Administrations of Tonga and Cook Islands, which is gradually infecting other stamp issuing 
groups in the Pacific, to their ultimate detriment. This blatant exploitation of a world-wide 
growing interest in the Pacific has caused us dismay and profound misgivings as to what the 
future holds for the Pacific, indeed for philately in general. It has filled us with alarm and 
grave concern. So much so that we too have referred to the dangerous situation into which 
philately has drifted, in Pbilately from Australia, the official organ of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victoria, and of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club, in the issues of June 1967, 
March 1967, June 1969 and September 1969. 

In recent years collectors thrqughout the world began to turn their attention to the Pacific, 
and great hopes were entertained as to what the future held in extending the scope of philately 
to this hitherto neglected field, which offered so much in study relating not only to the stamp 
issues, but to the fascination of its postal history. However certain Administrations were not 
idle in devising means by which this coming popularity might be exploited, giving no thought 
to the loss of goodwill that must result in the long term. 'i\farnings of endangering the health 
of Philately brought about by the pursuance of this exploitation, regardless of the ultimate 
consequences, went unheeded. New issues continued to appear with seemingly endless 
proliferation, on the slightest pretext or none at all, some well salted with "errors" and 
varietii:s intended to whet the appetite of the collector, who supposedly was eagerly awaiting 
an opportunity to buy them. 

What do we now find? The time has come when the sheer number of these constant new 
issues has blunted the pleasure of collecting, causing attention to be turned elsewhere, al\\l. 
loss of interest especially among the younger collectors, many of whom we find are giving 
up altogether. This has been reflected in the membership of the Pacific Island Circle, which 
after thirty years of existence, now experiences a decline in membership. Interest in Pacific 
philately has been blunted instead of sharpened by this modern trend in endless proliferation, 
which shows no signs of abating. 

So far as revenue from philatelic sources is concerned, administrations depend upon the 
assistance and co-operation of the stamp trade, and unless pressures are devised by the stamp 
trade upon the offending administrations with a view to control of such a nature as to safe
guard the health of p_hilately, and, what is all important, retain the goodwill of collectors, 
the decline will continue unchecked. This merits attention at top level, and if it could be 
achieved, would be advantageous both to the stamp trade and the administrations. It is a matter 
for immediate action if the damage already done to the collecting of modern stamp issues is 
to be halted and goodwill restored. 

Our attention has been drawn to a contribution to Stamp Collecting of 10 September 1970, 
relating to this matter, entitled "Whither Philately?" which no doubt has not escaped 
your notice. 

Yours faithfully, 

Raymond A. Baldwin, 

A Foundation Member of the Pacific 
Island Circle, Royal Sydney Philatelic 
Club. 
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 
POSTMARKERS USED IN THE 

AUSTRALIAN STATES IN WORLD 
WAR II, 1939-46 

By Mrs PATRICIA M. C. ROCK, F.R.P.s.L. 

(Continued from Se pt ember 1970, page 87) 

8 May 42: 
ALLOCATION of the following to No. 2 Base Postal Unit: 

Nos. FPO 099, 0100, 0101. 
8 May 42: 

Further ALLOCATIONS to NT Land of Communications Area: 
Nos. APO 127, 128, 129. (Formerly allotted to 7 M.D. Bas ~ P.O.) 

May 42: 
Investigations are now in progress in connection with the establishment of an APO at 

Mataranka, which is to be HQ for the Advance Ordnance Depot. Also an APO at Banka 
Banka as a centre. In order to open these Offices it will be necessa ry to have add itional 
equipment made available as early as practical. The following equipment to cover the 
establishment. 

(1) Army P.O. at Mataranka 
(1) Army P.O. at Banka Banka 
(1) Field Post Office (Not yet decided .. . spare) 

Postmarkers 
FPO 073, 026, 168, 170, 176. 

A.M.F. 

Under HQ 3 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
Delete Aust Aust APO Petrie (Camp Staff Strathpine) 

A.M.F. 

Location of Posmzarkers 
Under HQ 4 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
Delete Aust Army Post Office, Kairi APO 218 

APO 061 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Please make the fo ll owing amendments to my P/12/2 of 1 Oct '45: 
Under HQ 3 Aust Army Post Office, Cairns, APO 0103 (-Delete): 
Delete Aust Army Post Office, Atherton APO 196 

,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, APO 221 
Spares held by HQ 3 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
Insert APO's 0103, 196, 221 

105 

26 Oct '45 

29 Oct '45 

3 Base Postal Unit 
Brisbane 
30 Oct '45 



106 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Location of Postmarkers 
Please make the following amendments to my P/12/2 of l Oct '45: 

1 Armd Bde G.P. postal Unit FPO 29 
FPO HQ 1 Aust Armd Bde, on hand FPO 51 
4 Aust Base Postal Unit, Perth-Army Base Post Office, Perth: 
Air Mail section 
Mailroom 4 Base P.O. "A" 
Parcels 
Reg Section 4 Base P.O. "C" 
124 Aust Gen Tpt Coy 
HQ Coast Arty F.D.D. Fremantle UPS Wl 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 
Location of Postmarkers 

DECEi\IBER 1970 

Oct '45 

3 Base Postal Unit 
Brisbane 

Delete UPS Greenslopes 112 Brisbane Military Hosp 
5 Nov '45 

UPS ELC 12 
,. UPS Brisbane Section L HQ UPS 413 

Under HQ Aust L of C Postal Unit, spares held: 
Insert UPS ELC 12, UPS 413 

Delete UPS Toorbul Point Aust Water Tpt Centre (now held as spare) 
8 Nov '45 
UPS415 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Reported theft of Postal Advance Postmarker 5 l5 . 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Aust Base Post Office 
Morotai 
28. Feb '45 

Aust Base Post Office 
G5/l 2 Mar '46 
(Morotai) 

Postmarkers returned to D.A.P.S. HQ A.M.F., as no longer required for use in this area: 
Base PO "C", Base PO "D", 
FPO 037, FPO SJ, UPS 392, UPS 398, UPS P13, P37, P34, P38. 

Director 
Army Postal Sect 
Aust Mil Forces HQ 
Victoria Barracks 
Melbourne 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Postmarkers 

HQ Western Command 
Perth 
25 Feb '46 

The following postmarkers have been returned under separate cover by surface mail: 
4 Base PO "A" APO 203 
4 Base PO "B" APO 204 
4 Base PO "C" APO 205 
4 Base PO "D" FPO 0144 
4 Base PO "F" FPO 0145 

UPS 343 
UPS 344 
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

HQ A.M.F. 
Previously in Townsville, returned today under separate cover: 

3 Adv BPO "A" and 3 Adv BPO "B". 

D (Posts) 
A.H.Q. 
Melbourne 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES 

Postrnarkers, Quarterly return 

Your letter of 14 Sept '45 refers : 
In use at 

107 

3 Base Postal Unit 
Brisbane 
24 May '46 

Base Postal Unit 
Brisbane 
2 May '46 

3 A.B.P.O. "C" 3 Base Postal Unit Davies Park, West End, Brisbane Returned 3 Jun '46 
3 A.B.P.O. "B" 3 Base Postal Unit Davies Park, West End, Brisbane Returned 3 Jun '46 
3 A.B.P.0. "E" 3 Base Postal Unit Davies Park, \..Vest End, Brisbane Returned 3 Jun '46 

2. Postmarkers 
3 Adv B.P.0. "A" A.P.O. Townsville Returned 28.5 .46 

A.P.O. 
" 

3 Adv B.P.O. "B" 
F.P.O. 094 Thursday Island Returned 14.5 .46 

14 May 43: 
The following is an 

Northern Territory: 
up-to-date list of UNIT POST AL ST A TIONS established in the 

Unit 
103 Aust TK A Regt 
N.T. Detention Barracks 
I 11 Aust Con Depot 
107 Aust Gen Hosp 
I2I Aust Gen Hosp 
19 Aust M.G. Bn 
8 Aust Inf Bde 
2/8 Aust Inf Bn 
24 Aust Coy AASC 
I I Aust Inf Bn 
I6 Aust Inf Bn 
28 Aust Inf Bn 
10/48 Aust Inf Bn 
2/ 6 Aust Cav Regt 
2/I Aust Lt. AA. Regt. 
2/I Aust Inf Bn 
2/ 3 Aust Coy AASC 
11 Aust Fd Regt 
23 / 21 Aust Inf Bn 
2/ 8 Aust Inf Bn 
Adv HQ NT FORCE 
7 Aust Inf Bn 

Postmarker 
(UPS) 
"02" 
"05" 
"D9" 
"Dl3" 
"014" 
"El7" 
"S79" 
"S84" 
"S99" 
"Wl4" 
"WIS" 
"WI6" 
106 
140 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
352 

SPARES: D "IO" XI, X2, X3, also 353 to 359 inclusive. These are steel Postmarkers 
which are being held to replace unserviceable rubber Postmarkers and for use in 
any UPS required to be opened in the future . 
UPS Postmarkers XI, X2, X3 were originally supplied for use on L of C between 
Alice Springs and Larrimah. X2 is now held as spare. UPS X I and X3 are tem
porarily in use at APO's Katherine and Larrimah respectively, pending the arrival 
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of additional APO Postmarke'rs requested 30 Mar 43, when they will be withdrawn 
and held as spares. 

13 Jul. 43: 
Further allocation of APO Postmarkers to NT FORCE: 

APO's 189, 190, 227 to 232 inclusive 
16 Jul. 43: 

LIST OF ALLOCATION OF ARMY AND FIELD POST OFFICES IN NT AREA: 

Unit 
12 Aust Div Postal Unit: 
Hq 12 Aust Div Postal Unit 
FPO HQ NT Force 
FPO 12 Aust Inf Bde 
FPO 13 Aust Inf Bde 
FPO 23 Aust Inf Bde 
N .T. REST CAMP 
2 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
APO Darwin 
APO Noonamah 
APO Batchelor 
APO Adelaide River 
APO Pine Creek 
APO Katherine 
APO Larrimah 

APO Elliott 
APO Banka Banka 
APO Barrow Creek 
APO Alice Springs 
APO Mt Isa 

SPARES: APO's 229, 230, 232 
16 Jul. 43: 

Postmarkers 
Allotted 

FPO 0137 
FPO 072 
FPO 089 
FPO 0136 
FPO 0102 
FPO 189 

APO 065 
APO 0117 
APO 231 
APO 0127 
APO 066 
APO 0128 
APO 0129 
APO 227 
APO 0134 
APO 50 
APO 0135 
APO 49 
APO 0114 

List of Allocation of Unit Postal Stations in Northern Territory Area : 
Unit Postmarkers 

103 Aust Tk A Regt D2 
13 Aust Detention Barracks D5 
111 Con Depot D9 
5 Aust Fd Regt DIO 
107 Aust Gen Hosp D13 
121 Aust Gen Hosp D14 (Established 8 Jan 43) 
19 Aust M.G. Bn E.17 
8 Aust Inf Bn S.79 
2/8 Aust Ind Coy S.84 
24 Aust Coy AASC S.99 
11 Aust Inf Bn \V.14 
16 Aust Inf Bn W .l 5 
28 Aust Inf Bn \V.16 
10/48 Aust Inf Bn 106 
2/6 Aust Cav Regt 140 
112 Aust Lt AA Regt 345 
38 Aust Inf Bn 346 
40 Aust Inf Bn H7 
l Aust Fd Regt 348 
133 Aust Hy AA Bty 349 
12/50 Aust Inf Bn 350 
Adv HQ NT Force 351 
7 Aust Inf Bn 352 

SPARES: 353 to 359 inclusive, also XI, X2, X3. 
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19 Aug. 43: 
ALLOCATION OF ARMY AND FIELD POST OFFICES IN NT AREA: 

Unit Postmarkers 

19 Aug. 43: 

12 Aust Div Postal Unit: 
Adelaide River 

FPO 12 Aust Inf Bdc 
FPO 13 " 
FPO 23 " 
Adv HQ NT Force 
Spare 
2 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
APO Darwin 

Noonamah 
Berry Springs 
Batchelor 
Rear HQ NT FORCE 
Pine Creek 
Katherine 
Mataranka 
Larrimah 

Elliott 
Banka Banka 
Barrow Creek 
Alice Springs ,, ,, 
Mt ISA 

Spare 

F.P.O. 072 
F.P.O. 0137 
F.P.O. 089 
F.P.O. 0136 
F.P.O. 0102 
F.P.O. 189 
FPO 190 

A.P.O. 065 
A.P.0. 0117 
A.P.0. 229 
A.P.O. 231 
A.P.O. 0127 
A.P.O. 066 
A.P.O. 0128 
A.P.O. 01 26 
A.P.O. 0129 
A.P.O. 227 
A.P.O. 0134 
A.P.O. 50 
A.P.O. 0136 
A.P.O. 49 
A.P.0. 228 
A.P.O. 0114 
APO 230 

Establishment of Postal Unit Stations in Northern Territory Area: 
Unit Postal Station (Div) Postmarkers 

10/48 Aust Inf Bn UPS 106 
8 Aust Cav Regt 140 (Amended to UPS S.75 

on 22 Aug. 43) 
112 Aust Lt AA Regt 
38 Aust Inf Bn 
40 Aust Inf Bn 
1 Aust Inf Bn 
135 Aust Hy AA Bty 
12/50 Aust Inf Bn 
7 Aust Inf Bn 
24 Aust Coy AASC 
103 Aust Tank A Regt 
5 Aust Fd Regt 
19 Aust M.G. Bn 
8 Aust Inf Bn 
2/ 8 Aust Ind Coy 
11 Aust Inf Bn 
16 Aust Inf Bn 
28 Aust Inf Bn 
Adv HQ NT Force 

Postal Unit Stations ( L of C) 
J 3 Aust Detention Barracks 
111 Aust Con Depot 
107 Aust Gen Hosp 
121 " 

345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
352 
353 
D.2 
D.10 

" N.8 
S.79 
S.84 

" W.14 
" W.15 

W.16 
351 (Delete, amended to UPS 354 

on 17 Sep. 43) 

UPS D.5 
UPS D.9 
UPS D.13 
UPS D.14 

109 
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7 Aust Army Tps Coy 
Spares 354-359 inclusive 

22 Aug. 43: 

UPS W.32 

The following appears in a File of that date : 

DECEMBER 1970 

Please make the following alterations to File of 19 Aug. 43: 
1 Unit Postal Station at 8 Aust Cav Regt to read UPS S.75. 
2 Adv HQ NT Force UPS 351 now FPO 189 (Delete UPS 351). 

7 Sep. 43: 
Further amendment to File of 19 Aug. 43: 

Under Unit Postal Stations (Div) add : 
2/11 Aust Fd Regt. Postmarker UPS 351 (previously from Adv HQ NT Force). 

20 Sep. 43: 
UNSERVICEABLE RUBBER UPS POSTMARKERS ARE FORWARDED TO HQ 

UNDER SEPARATE COVER: 
UPS S.87, UPS S.195, and X2. 

It has been found that, in the wet season the gum securing the rubber melts, 
allowing the rubber portion to become detached. 

20 Sep. 43: 
Please make the following amendments: 

Delete 7 Aust Inf Bn postmarker UPS 352. 
" 8 " " " " UPS S.79. 

The above Postmarkers are at present held by O.C. 12 Aust Div P.U. pending the 
establishment of new Unit Post Stations. 

29 Sep. 43, also 29 Oct. 43: 

ALLOCATION OF ARMY AND FIELD POST OFFICES IN NORTHERN TERRI
TORY AREA: 

Unit 
12 Aust Div Postal Unit: 
FPO Adelaide River 
FPO 12 Aust Inf Bde 
FPO 13 Aust Inf Bde 
FPO 2 Aust Inf Bde 
Adv HQ NT Force 
Spare 
2 Aust L of C Postal Unit: 
APO Darwin 

.. 

Noonamah 
Berry Springs 
Batchelor 

Rear HQ NT FORCE 
Pine Creek 
Katherine 

Mataranka 
Larrimah 

Elliott 
Banka Banka 
Barrow Creek 
Alice Springs ,, ,, 
Mt Isa 

Spare 

(To be continued) 

Postm11rkers 

F.P.O. 072 
F.P.O. 089 
F.P.0. 0136 
F.P.O. 163 
F.P.O. 189 
FPO 0137 

APO 065 
APO 230 
APO 0117 
APO 229 
APO 231 
APO 232 
APO 0127 
APO 066 
APO 0128 
L of C XI 
APO 0126 
APO 0129 
APO 227 
APO 0134 
APO 50 
APO 0135 
APO 49 
APO 228 
APO 0114 
L of C X3 



REVIEWS 
Tbe Australian Commonwealtb Specialists' 

Catalogue 1971. Edited by J. P. Meara. 
32nd Edition. 176 pp. H x Bi in. Published 
by The Hawthorn Press, 601 Little 
Bourke Street, Melbourne, Vic. 3000. 
Price $1.50. 
There is a dying breed of specialists to 

whom the last Australian stamp issued with 
a collectable variety was in the K .G.V. 
Head design; a second, and regrettably 
larger groL\p, appears to believe that no 
variety is worthy of record unless it appears 
on a recess-printed stamp. 

Jn his preface Mr Meara writes, "The 
many spots, dots and dashes, and rather 
minor flaws which appear on the recess 
and photogravure printings of recent years 
are not within the scope of any catalogue". 
I am not a specialist but I cannot agree with 
this statement. 

The time must come when the oppor
tunity for study of the early issues is ex
hausted and new collectors will look to 
the modern stamps. li their "fly-specks" are 
not listed in one catalogue, they will turn 
to another. 

There is an understandable reluctance in 
dealer-published catalogues to down-grade 
the value of their stock by correcting prices 
which have moved out of line with the 
market in a period of rapid general in
creases. 

Mr Meara is in a position where he can 
make these adjustments and has done so 
on several items. There is scope for some 
more of these corrections next year. Price 
increases generally have been on a selective 
basis except for some sharp rises in the 
"Specimen" overprints and the special coil 
perforations to bring them more into line 
with the market. 

Next year the booklets section of the 
K.G. VI and Q.E. II era might well be 
overhauled; I cannot see the justification for 
a price of $2.00 on a Prime Minister book
let which will almost certainly still be on 
sale at Philatelic Bureaux when the next 
catalogue appears. On the other hand there 
are others which are underpriced in rela
tion to available supplies. 

An innovation is the listing and pricing, 
with a marked tendency to over-pricing, of 
the souvenir packs. I foresee problems with 
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the listing of souvenir packs of "selected 
issues" and the "decimal definitive" pack. 

Apart from the mint price of 0 55 C, few 
errors appear to have escaped the proof 
readers. 

The publishers are to be congratulated 
upon holding the price at $1.50 once again 
in the face of the many increases in paper 
and labour costs which have taken place. 

o.w.E. 

Australian Postage Stamps: T/Je 1913-14 
Recess-Printed Series and tbe King George 
V Sideface and Pictorial Definitive 
Stamps, 32 pp. Anonymous. st x B! in. 
Published by the Australian Post Office. 
Price 50 cents. 
This, the second of the series of booklets 

on Australia's stamps, is as welcome as the 
first- on the early Commonwealth period 
and the Kangaroos. 

It makes it clear that the philatelist 
collecting Commonwealth must start from 
these productions if he is to get his back
ground right. 

Here is set out the development of the 
issues from Commonwealth Post Office 
records, with so much material previously 
withheld from philatelists. 

It says the first printing of the Id 
engraved was 1,180,320 and the second, 
1,115,130, a total of 2,295,450, when 8,000,000 
Id stamps were being used a week-not 
two days supply. The number of 6d Kooka
burras issued was 975,000. 

Details of the projected issue up to £ 2 
of which they were a part are given, which 
only reinforces our regret at the non
completion of what wou ld undoubtedly 
have been a very distinguished issue. 

The accepted philatelic nomenclature for 
the surface-printed King George V issue is 
retained but the work stops short of 
mentioning the various printers and their 
imprints, which seems a pity. Nor is the 
plate make up of the engraved issue given. 

The illustrations of stamps, proofs and 
essays are ample, interesting, and well 
chosen. Mr F. D. Manley's striking design 
for the 1/ 6 airmail of 1934 was modified 
and ruined. Engraved and printed in a fine 
blue, it would have been superb. 

Although the series is published without 



112 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA DECEJ\lBER 1970 

author's name it is clear that the booklets 
are the work of Mr P. Collas. Australian 
collectors are certainly indebted to him for 
the amount of searching and studying 
records that has gone into their production. 

The successors are awaited eagerly. 

Royal Pbilatelic Society, London, Australian 
States Study Group Newsletter, Nos. 
1-3. Edited by Mr John High. Duplicated. 
8 x 10 in. 
This new group (P from A, September 

1970, p. 75) lacks neither enthusiasm nor 
drive and has already produced three News
letters at two-monthly intervals. 

Much of the introductory numbers are 
concerned with preparations but a start has 
been made with publishing the Cumulated 
Index to Pbilatelic Periodicals, as published 
in the Sttrmp Lover, covering the States. 

Queries and answers and proposals for 
group research are prominent. The publi
cation promises to be a very worthwhile 
endeavour. 

Cinderella Stamps, by L. N. and M. Wil
liams. 160 pp. St x 7! in. Published by 
William H einemann Ltd, 15-16 Queen 
Street, London, Wl. Price 50/-. 
The two world-famous philatelic authors 

and an equally famous publishing firm have 
produced this volume, which is the second 
philatelic work Heinemanns have published 
recently. 

Their enormous background of philatelic 
lmowledge and their vast correspondence 
have enabled the Williams Brothers to pro
duce this handbook on locals, stamps pro
duced by other than Government postal 
authorities, philatelic exhibition labels from 
stamps, phantoms, bogus stamps and the 
various items which rarely achieve catalogue 
status but which an increasing range of 
collectors find interesting. 

The book, besides making it evident why 
these items should be of interest, gives the 
basic facts about a wide range of "Cinder
ellas". There is also a notable chapter on 
the literature of Cinderella stamps. 

The main text gives basic and reliable 
data on a wide range of productions, from 
the Buffalo Balloon stamp of 1877 to the 
Monte Bello fake, on a world-wide basis. 
At least one local has been reprinted and 
then forged, and bogus stamps have been 
forged, and mysterious items arc still ap
pearing. 

Of special Australian interest is the 
Queensland Railways Golden Casket issue, 

of six values. The stamps are used for frank
ing letters and parcels of lottery tickets 
carried in bulk by the Queensland Railways. 

We had not previously seen mention of 
the Timaru bicycle post, established in De
cember 1968 by Moulins Services, and the 
six stamps, inscribed Postal Service Timaru 
or Local Postal Service issued by the or
ganisers. On 12 April 1969 it was suppressed 
by the NZ Postmaster-General. 

The typography of the book is most at
tractive. 

A History of W~eck Covers Originating .1t 

Sea, on Land, and in tbe Air, by A. E. 
Hopkins. Third Edition. Limited Edition. 
180 pp. 71 x 10 in. Published by Robson 
Lowe, Ltd, 50 Pall Mall, London, SW. 1. 
Price 75/-. 
This is a new, enlarged edition of the 

work which has gone through issues in 
1940 and 1948, and is a memorial edition 
for the author, who was completing it when 
he died in 1967. 

Nearly every wreck mentioned is 
represented by cachet or cover> illustration, 
and there are many pictures of the wrecks. 

The sea section covers wrecks and mis
fortunes of ships of all nations in all parts 
of the world, and it is interesting to note 
that there was no mail salvages from either 
the Titanic or the Lusitania. 

Not all the covers related to disasters. The 
Liberty Ship ]obn Bidwill made its last 
voyage in 1945. When it was broken up at 
Philadelphia in 1960 the shipbreakers 
opened a sealed compartment and found 
500 bags of mail mainly from Britain, for 
Chile. The mail was despatched and Chile 
applied an appropriate cachet. 

The accidents on land section includes 
covers from railway accidents, floods, and 
robberies. 

Air crash covers are limited to those of 
Briti~h aircraft. Perhaps, had Captain 
Hopkins lived longer, he would have been 
able to make it world-wide in its scope, 
also. 

At present the major listing of these is in 
the American Air Mail Catalogue. Possibly 
this may provide a subject for a volume by 
some other author. 

The book contains a foreword by Sir 
John vVilson, and a tribute to Captain 
Hopkins, from the Postal History Society 
which supplements the valedictory on the 
dust-cover. 
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Numerals in Early Indian Cancellations, 
1855-1884, by Col. D. R. Martin. 140 
pp. 7t x 10 in. Published by Robson 
Lowe Ltd, 50 Pall Mall, London, SW. 1. 
Price £6. 
The vast field of Indian cancellations has 

interested many students and already 
produced a sizeable literature. Now Col. 
Martin, widely known as one of the world's 
leading authorities on Indian philately and 
postal history, has uncovered records 
believed to have been destroyed in the 
fire in Bombay G.P.O. in 1884, providing a 
vast new reservoir of data. 

Besides providing identifications for large 
numbers of cancellations for which there 
has been no ties, Col. Martin has been able 
to correct many errors caused by the 
faulty interpretation of poor strikes on 
covers and deduced numbers. 

The scope of the book covers the Circles, 
Bombay and Calcutta Urban Offices and 
District Posts, and the All India System. 
Code names, Indian Post Offices Abroad 
and External Campaigns are included. 
Appendices includes the pre-stamp Presi
dency Posts and the change to Circles, and 
a conversion scale for the cancellation type 
tables of Renouf and Cooper. 

The clear illustrations of more than 30 
types of cancellations in their appropriate 
places and seven full-page maps ensure 
maximum value for the user. 

Literally thousands of cancellations are 
listed. 

Unfortunately, this valuable and impressive 
book probably ends Col. Martin's long 
career as a philatelic author. Last year he 
lost his eyesight. 

Tbe Australasian Stamp Catalogue, 1971 
Edition. 46 pp. 81 x 11 in. Published by 
Review Publications Pty Ltd, Sterling 
Street, Dubbo, N.S.W. Price $1. 

This volume covers the Common
wealth, Australian States and Australian 
Dependencies. 

The Kangaroo and George V issues of 
Australia have been re-written, with 
imprints, plate numbers, booklets, and coils 
listed separately. 

Prices have been revised throughout with 
a hardening for earlier issues. 

As in previous editions, the amount of 

background information on the designs is 
noteworthy. 

Army and Field Post Offices of Egypt and 
tbe EEF, by Michael M. Sacher. 32 pp. 
7t x IO! in. Published as a supplement to 

Tbe London Pbilatelist, August-September 
1970. Price (including issue) £ 1. 

Australian and New Zealand philatelists 
. will have a special interest in this publica
tion as both had postal services in Egypt. 

It is a survey, comparison, and correction 
of the vast material written about the 
subject, with two pages of illustrations of 
postmarks and markings. 

One section deals with the subject from 
the point of view of the chief military 
formations, another the post offices, and 
the final division deals with the military 
travelling post offices. These include the 
Sinai-Palestine group. 

There is a bibliography and a railway 
map of the EEF with the dates of opening 
of the railheads, 1916-19. 

Zumstein Europa, 1971. 54th Edition. 1244 
pp. 7 x 91 in. Published by Zumstein et 
Cie, Zeughausgasse 24, Berne, Switzerland. 
Price $9.50. 

Zumstein Scbweiz, Liecbtenstein, 1971. 268 
pp. 5 x 8 in. Published by Zumstein et Cie, 
Zeughausgasse 24, Berne, Switzerland. 
Price $1.10. 

The compilers of Zumstein Europa report 
rising demand and therefore prices, for 
classic and the better middle-Class issues but 
further price-cuts in countries which a few 
years ago were the subject of speculation. 
The philatelic market is described as 
"healthy". 

The number of prices has crossed the 
150,000 mark, a rise of 6000 for the year and 
the number of illustrations, 30,000, 2000 
more than last year. 

The Switzerland/Leichtenstein specialised 
catalogue includes Swiss telegraph and rail
way stations and Campione d'Italia and the 
United Nations issues for Geneva. 

Printed in French and German, instead of 
German only, as the parent work, it prices 
unused stamps hinged and unhinged, and 
used, as well as mint and used blocks and 
FDC. The great amount of background 
material makes it extremely good value. 



TASMANIA: RETURN TO SENDER 
By DR JOHN CLEMENTE 

The RETURN TO SENDER enclosed in a hand, is today, a common endorsement in 
all Australian States. 

Some time ago I came across a fragment of an envelope bearing a DEAD LETTER 

OFFICE TASMANIA c.d.s. 7 Feb. 1907' the endorsement boxed UNCLAIMED, a mss 
endorsement LEFT THE STATE, G.i\1., and an impression from a rubber stamp in red 
ink, of a clenched hand with index finger extended, with RETURN TO SENDER in 
block letters on the back of the hand. 

Later, I found three envelopes from the municipality of Tasman, bearing the 
same endorsement. All bear ld pictorial stamps cancel led Koonya, and the hand 
endorsements are overstamped with Hobart c.d.s. two dated 6.5.08 and one 7.5.08. 
All are addressed to Tasmanian townships. 

It is likely that this endorsement was used during 1907 /8 and not regularly, 
because all the mail with Dead Letter Office markings before 1907 and after 
1908, seen so far, does not bear this endorsement. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Mr A. W. Bunn, F.R.P.S.L. 

Mr A. W. Bunn, of Melbourne, has been 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. 

Mr Bunn, who was secretary of A PEX 
19 50 and is a former president and sec
retary of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria, has formed internationally-known 
collections of Aden and Finland. 

Papua-New Guinea Bibliograpby 

Col. Leonard H. Smith, Jr., of 1660 Har
mony Drive, Clearwater, Fla., 335 16, U.S.A., 
writes to say that the Papua-New Guinea 
Bibliography in the Philatelic Literature R e
veiw mentioned in the Jane P from A first 
appeared as Supplement 3 and 5 of Aus
tralian Commonwealtb Chit Chat, published 
by the American Society of Australian 
Specialists. 

Col. Smith says the Biblography includes 
all of Supplement 3 but does not have all 
the listings in Supplement 5. 

660 1913 Christmas Cards 
printed 

One of the disclosures in the latest publi
cation of the Austra lian Post Office, Tin 
1913-14 Recess-Printed Series and the King 
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George V Sidef ace and Pictorial Definitive 
Stamps is that 660 of the famous 1913 
Christmas Cards of the PMG, bearing the 
print from the die of the forthcoming Id 
King George V engraved stamp were 
printed. 

Pbilympia Successes 

Austra lia had a very successful representa
tion at The International Stamp Exhibition, 
London, in September. H er awards were : 

Mr J. Gartner (Melbourne), gold medal 
(Western Australia), vermeil gold-silver, 
with special award for Pacific Islands 
research (Fiji); Mr J. S. White (Sydney), 
vermeil (New Zealand), and Mr John 
Powell (Sydney), vermeil (Samoa ) . 

Mr P. Jaffe (Melbourne ) gained a silver 
medal for St Vincent and a bronze for 
Grenada. Silver medals were also won by 
Mr W. M. Holbeach (Melbourne), for 
France, Mr D. H. M. Clarke (Colac) for 
New Guinea, Mr G . T. White (Melbourne) 
for Victoria; and Mrs Phyllis Turnbull 
(Melbourne) for Malta. 

Bronze medals were awarded to Mr R. P. 
H yeronimus (Canberra) for Commonwealth 
of Austra lia and Mr W. E. Jones (Adelaide) 
for China. 



ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

Members' Diary 
1970: 
December 
14 Library and Conversation 
17 Highlights of London Exhibition, Messrs J. R. 

W. Purves, J . Gartner, and P. Jaffe 
31 No meeting 

1971: 
January 
21 Japanese Occupation of the British 

Borneo Area, Lt.-Col. J. G. Walton 

February 
6 Auction 
8 Library and Conversation 

18 Germany, Miss J. Resch 

March 
8 Library and Conversation 

North 

18 Victorian Postal History, Mr J . R. W. Purves 

Apri l 
12 Library and Conversation 
15 British New Guinea and Papua, Mr D. H. M. 

Clarke 
29 Commonwealth, Mr R. P. I-lyeronimus 

New Members 
New members elected are: 
September: Mr I. J. Karnups (Vic.), Mr T . W. 

Kuzma (Vic.), Mr W. F. Roemer (Vic.), Mr 
H. A. Rooksby (Vic.), Mr C. W. Rowe (Vic.), 
and Mr J.B. Trowbridge (Vic.). 

October: Mr E. Lyon (Vic.). 
November: Mr I-1. C. Stark (Vic.), Mrs Sylvia 

R. Roylance (Vic.). 

Malaysia 
The attractions of the stamps of the Malaya 

area were delightfully presented by Dr W. G. 
Wells a t the September meeting. 

The exhibit opened with pre-stamp entires from 
Penang, 1852, and a range of B 172 (Singapore) 
cancellations on contemporary issues. 

Varieties, overprints, and surch arges formed a 
major part of the display and included the 1884 
Large 8 on Sc blue, of which probably only one 
pane exists. There was a range of Malaya-Borneo 
Exhibition overprints on Straits Settlements and 
Trengganu, including a complete pane, and various 
errors. This section included three copies of the 
$5 Trengganu, of which only 776 were issued. 

With stamps generally being printed and over
printed overseas, l ocal shortages often occurred, 
and Dr Wells showed a selection of covers used 
during these periods. They included Straits s tamps 
used in Kedah, 1919, and Trengganu in 1921, and 
postage marked by hand, Perak, 1900. 

There were BMA "Free postage period" covers 
and 1897 Pahang bisects on piece. 

A Postage Paid cachet with the amount of 
postage marked by h and was used in Perak for 
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five clays in 1900 and also fo the early days of the 
Japanese Occupation, and copies of these were 
shown. 

Other items included Kedah and Kelantan pos t
marks on Siam covers handled by Netherlands 
Indies Post Agents at Penang and Singapore. 

Finally, there were Christmas Island cancella
tions on Straits Settlements, to 1905, and a 1932 
cover with Australian stamp cancelled at Christmas 
Island. 

Great Britain 
Selections from the late F. H. Feibes collection 

of early Great Britain formed the exhibit at the 
first October meeting. 

The stamps were shown through the courtesy 
of Mrs Feibes and Mr A. W. Bunn, one of the 
executors. Mr Bunn, outlining Mr Feibes, life, in 
introducing the display, said Mr Feibes' first wife 
had died in Buchenwald concentration camp and 
he had escaped from it, reached France, and then 
wen t on to England, America, and finally Australia. 

All p lates of the Penny Black were sh own on 
cover, and there was a full range of shades, most 
being four-margined copies. Many varieties were 
included. 

The range of 2d Blues included the different 
alphabets in the check letters. 

Cancellations included a selection of the local 
varieties of the Maltese Cross and the Maltese 
Cross with numbered centres and the Edinburgh 
"Brunswick Stars". 

Post Office Films 
The society had its first philatelic film night for 

the second October meeting when the Post
master-General's Department provided films from 
the postal administrations of Britain, Australia, 
and Papua-New Guinea. 

From Britain came "Th e Story of the Letter 
Post" tracing the history of posts in Britain from 
the Fifteenth Century. 

The Australian offering was "Philatelic Portrait" 
illustrating the creati on of postage stamps from 
the selection of the design to the printed sheet. 
The film featured an interesting section of the 
Stamp Advisory Committee and its members at the 
time the film was made. They included Mr J. R. 
W. Purves and the late W. L. Russell. 

Th e final fi lm showed scenes of Papuan life, the 
country from which the stamps came, and scenes 
which the designs of Papua-New Guinea repre
sen ted. Particularly fine were the bird-life shots. 

All the films were of a very high standard and 
involved n great deal of work. They made a very 
interesting and most enjoyable night. 

St Vincent 
Mr P. Jaffe showed part of his Philympia silver

medal collection as the display in November. 
The collection, strong in varieties and rarities, 

showed clearly the succession of printers for the 
local classic issues and the beautiful range of 
shades and colours. These were specially remarkable 



l] 6 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA DECEMBER 1970 

for having been produced on the island. 
The opening item was a St Vincent ship Jetter 

of 1815. This marking was used in that year only, 
on outward correspondence. 

Specially worthy of mention, too, were the die 
proofs of the 6d and 5 / -. The 5 / - especially 
emphasised the delicate beauty of William 
Ridgway's famous engraving. 

Other pre-issue material were the colour trials of 
the ld 1861 and the 1 / - 1872, almost the same 
colour. 

The block of six of the 6d imperfornte was the 
second largest known piece. The 1/- rose, 1872 
was shown imperforate at right and there was 

one stamp, the remains of an imperforate between 
pair, of the 1877 shilling. The Royal Collection 
lacks this imperf. between. . 

Outstanding was the collection of the 1880-81 
surcharged. The missing fractions of 'hd overprint, 
in pair, is one of three known; the "one penny" 
was shown used on each of the four days it was 
on issue and the 4d shown used on the first and 
last days, 28 November and 3 December. Three 
unused and seven used copies were shown. 

The number of copies of several small-printing 
rarities formed a significant proportion of the 
total. 

Several other stamps were shown in full sheets. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 
Armidale Circle 

The Royal Sydney Philatelic Club an
nounces the recent formation of what is 
thought to be the first country branch of a 
major city club. 

'The Armidale Circle', which was formed 
under the chairmanship of Mr D. Roberts 
in Armidale, New South Wales, in April, 
now has 32 full members and two juniors. 

This 'Circle' has gone ahead with an en
thusiastic membership of both sexes. Meet
ings are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at which there are varied dis
plays including visits from prominent Syd
ney collectors. Recently part of the Dovey 
collection was displayed. Further visits have 
been arranged for the coming year. 

The Royal Sydney Philatelic Club is 
proud to have this Circle as part of its 
increasing membership and invites any in
terested collectors in the area to contact 
the secretary, Mr A. M. Wynter, 52 Moss
man Street, Armidale 2350. 

The Library 

The librarian (Mr R. Lloyd-Smith) 
acknowledges the following gifts to the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
Library: 

From the Estate of the late A. G. Brown: 
Catalogue Detaille des Premieres Emissions 
de Timbres du Mexique, 18)6-74, Marquis 
de Fayelle, Amiens 1926; The '68 Hidalgo 
Issue of Mexico, 1868-1872, R . G. Larran
ago, lllinois (no date); Mexico, Postal Issues 
of 1874-83 (Hidalgo Heads), R. R. Billings 
1960; Tbe Stamps of tbe Postal Districts of 
Mexico, Abraham Odfjell, Illinois 1960; 
Catalogo de Timbres de Mexico 1967, S. 
Vackimes, Hamburg, Mexico 1966; Tbe 
Pre-Stamp Markings of Mexico, Otto Yag 

and John K. Bash, Illinois, 1965; Tbe Rev
enue Stamps of Mexico, Richard B. Stevens, 
Illinois, 1968; The Paper Money of Mexico, 
1822-1964, Carlos Gayton and Neil S. Ut
berg, Edinburg, Texas 1963; Mexico Postal 
Stationery Catalog, 186)-1968, Elmhurst Phil
atelic Society, Illinois 1968; Mexicana, bound 
volumes 1-16, 1952-1966; bound Sale Cata
logues 1960-64 including John M. Taylor, 
Col. C. S. Hamilton, C. E. Walcott, J. D. 
Woodward, D. Golden and M. Burrus; 
Sale Catalogues, 5 .parts, Robert Garcia 
Larranago 1957-9, Billig and Rich, New 
York. 

Gift of Mr Romney Gibbons: Stamp Col
lecting, Volumes 1-8, 10-23 bound. 

Gift of Mr Eric Creed: The West Indies, 
A Researcb Document, W. G. Stitt-Dibden, 
London 1966. 

Gift of Mr P. Collas: Postage Stamps of 
Tbe Red Cross, Derek Ingram, London 
1919; The Red Cross and Philately, 1863-
1963, Geneva 1963; The Basic Type Meter 
Stamp Catalog, Walter Swan, Corinth N.Y. 
1959; A History of tbe Postmarking of 
Mail in Great Britain, 1661-1939, H. N. 
Soper, London (no date); Postage Stamp 
Catalogue of Republic of Cbina, 1878-19>7, 
Director General of Posts, Taiwan 1957; 
Sale Catalogue, 'Frederick H. Gloeckner' 
Greece, Vlastos Auctions, Athens, 10 Dec .. 
1986; Postage Stamp Catalogue of Japan, 
!st Ed. 1960, K. Hatate, Tokyo 1960; Jap
anese Postage Stamp Catalogue 1966, All 
Japan Stamp Dealers' Union, Tokyo 1966; 
Japanese Stamp Catalogue, Illustrated in 
Colours, Philatelic Society, Tokyo, 1968; 
Histoire de la Principaute De Monaco Par 
Ses Timbres Paste, H. Chiavassa, Monaco 
1955; Spain, La Marca De Porteo A, Signo 
de Abono 0 De Franquicia, Pedro Monge, 
Madrid 1950. 



THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

Invitation 
Visitors are always welcome at meetings of 

the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club. 
As stated in the club's advertisement which 

appears on the inside back cover of every issue 
of Philately from Australia, it meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month, on the seventh floor, 
G.U.I.0.0.F. Buliding, 149 Castlereagh Street. 
Meetings start a t 7 .30 p.m. 

Anybody wishing to contact t)le secretary, Mr 
Frederick Daniell, can ring him at 28-3874, or at 
home, at 90-8517, or write him a t the society's 
address, Box 1751, Sydney 2001. 

Needless to say, it is not necessary to contact 
him before visiting the society. 

The newly-elected president of the Royal Syd
ney Philatelic Club, Mr John Powell, compered 
the display of the Pacific Islands Circle as Col. 
F. V. Thompson, the convenor, was unable to 
attend because of his wife's illness. · 

Six members of the Circle gave the display at 
the August meeting. 

Mr Pentacost, who showed Papua from 1907-39, 
which was well written up and annotated. 

Mr R. A. Baldwin showed New Zealand De
pendencies - Niue, Aitutaki and Penrhyn Islands, 
enrly issues, n1int and used. 

Mr R. Evans selected Gem1an New Guinea 
Postal Stationery· and North-West Pacific Islands. 

Mr Pike showed British Solomon Islands. A rare 
registered cover with large canoes in combination 
with 2¥..d. and 3d. N.S.W. stamps and a cover 
of N.S.W. stamps used from British Solomon Is
lands before the issue of the large canoes were 
included. The large canoes in strips of six showing 
the six varieties of most values and several sheets 
of stamps overprinted 'Specimen'. 

Mr Riddle displayed covers used during the 
Second World War 1942-44 period at Port Moresby 
and Finschhafen. These were well received as they 
covered the military, naval and air force activities 
of the time. 

Mr J. H. Powell sh owed the German Yacht type, 
mint and used and outlying village postmarks on 
cover and piece, and forgeries of the Yacht type 
of German Samoa. 

Display by Eastwood-Epping 
The September meeting was a particularly happy 

occasion when the members of Eastwood-Epping 
Philatelic Society were our guests and provided the 
display. The exhibits were of a high standard and 
reAected the enthusiasm of this flourishing suburban 
society. 

The following is a brief list: Illustrated story 
of the Falkland Islands, Mrs Cockburn; Antarctica, 
Mrs Helen McKie; France, Mr Paul Storm; Tonga, 
Mr Hammond; Papua, Mr Trigg; Israel, Mr Kele-
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men; Vatican, Mr McDougall; 'Various' 1 Mr Alan 
Watkins. 

Popular Cboice Competition 
Entries in the Popular Choice Competition at 

the October meeting were: Nauru, Colonel F. V. 
Thompson; Greece, Mr G. A. George; New Guinea, 
Mr J. Powell; Apollo 11, Mr V. Brown; Sweden, 
Miss Mary Salier; Music, Mrs V. Brown; PhilateHc 
Exhibitions, Mrs Powell. 

First place went to Mr J . Powell with second 
place to Mr G. A. George and third to Mrs V. 
Brown. 

States Study Circle 
The vice-president, Mr Victor Frankenstein, 

F .n.P.s.L., convenor of The States Study Circle, 
must h ave felt heartened at the good rollup of 
members to view the display of Australian States' 
stamps in November. 

Mr Frankenstein sh owed twelve sheets of New 
South Wales with early post office cancellations. 
These were Sydney Views, cancell ed with oblit
erators 1 to 25. There was a representation of most 
of the early issues, including Diadem 2d. Plate 1, 
stamp No. 24 retouch , all three stages and p erf 12. 

Mr Slade-Slade followed witll ten sheets of South 
Australia and ten sheets of Western Australia. 
There was a little postal history in addi tion to 
some of the later surcharged issues; also some 
postal fiscals. 

Some entires, covering postal rates, were in
cluded for South Australia, as well as a few of 
the "Long" stamps, indicating the diversity found 
in the various printings. 

Mr Mark Dankin provided a selection of early 
Tasmania, with a page of 1853 ld. "Courier", 
some 4d. octngonals and the three values of the 
Chalon heads on wmk Star, unwatermarked, and 
pelure papers. Also a page with ld. compound 
perf. in a block of four and ld wmk "2". 

From Mr Theo Stone came the Victorian issues, 
with plating of some of the early Ham Half 
Lengths, the obli terated value 2d. (Ham's sixth 
printing) and plating of Ham's printing of the 2d. 
Queen on Throne. Notable items were the 1854 
blue octagonal 1/- imperf, also the imperf Calvert 
6d. orange woodblock and tile later black issue, 
the Boer War charity stamps, a sheet of the high 
value "Long" stamps, and the 1885 4d. etror of 
colour. 

Of the Queensland section, we saw the rare 
registered double print, sheets of early flaws, and 
one page showing the effect of mercury in the ink 
on the copper plates. Two copies of the green 
6d. issued 1902 with value in only two comers, 
and a study of the Boer War Charity stamps in
cluding the artist's drawing of the one penny 
issue. 



PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

Stamps on Approval 
APPROVAL 

SELECTIONS 11 
Maybe you've H AD stamps on approval
but not from "MAPPIN & CURRAN"! We 
give you something that " the others" don't 
give--and you won' t know just what it is 
until you've HAD stamps from " MAPPIN 
& CURRAN" . , , Uiis is something extra 
to our special "SERVICE T HAT SHAT ER
FIES"I Our SHATERFYING SERVICE in
cludes : Auction Sales . • • Coun ter Sales 
from our MUTUAL ARCAD E SHOP, and 
our APPROVAL SERVICE & Auction CIR
CUIT SHEETS. 

ALL THE W ORLD'S STAMPS 

. . . OR RATHER, NEARLY ALL 

'ONE COUNTRY' BOOKS OF STAMPS 
ON APPROVAL : W hat better way to col
lect than to browse through a book or 
books covering most of the issues of your 
favou rite country or countries. (We have 
tli e largest and most varied stocks within 
Australia and one of the world's really 
largest stocks still lef t intact) . W e h ave 
more than 555 'One Country' volumes, each 
covering most of the issues of each country 
very completely from the firs t issued stamps 
right through to the last issued stamps con
tinua11y out on circuit; many countries we 
have a number of volumes. 

Been in "Stamps'• for more than 20 years
come to 

MAPPIN & CURRAN 
"Service that Satisfies" from • • • 

A R NOLD , WHEELER & CO. 
Established 1929 

SHOPS 30 & 3 1, MUTUAL ARCAD E, 

266 FLINDERS STREET, 
495 Collins St. ( Box 4566, GPO ), 

Melbourne, Vic. 300 1 
Cab les: "Awco" Melbourne Phone 62 4913 

Stanley 
Gibbons 
Ltd. 

Offers from our 
Rare Stamp Department 
AUSTRALIA: Die Proof 1d red George V head 2nd state. $108 
N.S.W.: S.G.127. 1854. 1s rosy-vermilion. Very rare used 
block of six margins clear on three sides. Superb. - $161 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: S.G.9. 1856. 2d pale red, fine strip ot 
three lightly cancelled, margins close at one point. - $43 
TASMANIA: S.G.6. 1853. 4d bright brownish orange. A fine 
example with good margins, small natural paper crease. $90 
1854. Small neat cover bearing 4d blue with portions of 
adjoining stamp tied with duplex " 60" in black and diamond 
pre-paid in red to Perth, Australia. $139 
VICTORIA: S.G.12. 1850. 1 d reddish brown, a fine corner 
mint marginal example with "R.P.S. certificate. $484 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: S.G.3a. 1854. 4d deep dull blue. 
Attractive with good margins and fu ll o.g. $129 
If you are interested In any of the above material, write to : 
John Farthing, 391 Strand, London, W.C.2, England 

391 Strand, London W.C.2 England 
(iii) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatellc Society oE Victoria, which wu founded In 18911, and wblcb In 1946 
had the prlvlle1e conferred upon It of the uH oE the prefix "ROYAL", la a Society 
to wblch you, u a collector, should belong. Amongst lta many advantages are: 

• SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR· .. QUARTZ LAMP & MICRO. 
CANs PhUo,.ly from AUlltallo SCOPE and a Reference Forgery 
la potted free to all memben. Collection are available. 
• MEETINGS held on the third 
and filth Tbunday of the month 
nt 7.45 p.m. ln lta own premlaea, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne, 8141. 

-tr EXCHANGE BOOD clrculate 
resularly within AuatraUa to Jn. 
tereated memben. 

• THE SALES BRANCH ell· 
ablea memben to buy and aell 
1tamp1 not considered suitable by the vendor 
for exchan1e aheeta. POltal blda accepted from 
members for any Item. 

-tr COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY u open to 
memben on Meet1n1 Nights and one other 
nl1ht monthly or by arrangement with the 
Librarian. 

iC CURRENT FILES of the leading overaeaa 
philatelic journals printed In Engllah are 
available on the tables at the Sodety'a rooms, 

-tr MONTHLY DISPLAYSs It bu 
always bee11 Society policy to ob
tain the beat available collectlona 
for dlaplay at Society monthly 
meetings, Lecture1 and Dlacu1-
1loua by leading Philatelists en
able memben to Improve their 
philatelic knowledge. 

-tr PHILATELIC l:NOWLEDGE: 
Thia Society mcludel esperta on 

almost all branchea of Pbllately, wb01e advice 
la always available. 
-tc THE SOCIETY'S FEES ares Entrance 
Fees •10.501 Annual SublCriptlons City and 
Metropolitan Memben, .8.801 Country and 
fotentate Members, .3.00. 
-tr ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD be 
directed to Ml11 H. SERJEANT-WHITE 
(Hon. Sec.), Bos 222, G.P.O., Melbourne, 
3001. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

ie OFFICIAL ORC.ANs Plta...Jv 
from Aumallo la avaJlable to -· 
ben at 1peclal 1ub1criptlon rate. 

•MEETING ROOMs Tbe Cub 
meets at 8.00 p.m. on the .Ind 
Tueaday of each month at the No. S 
Hall, 7th Floor, c.u.o.o.F. Bufldlns, 
149 Ca1tlerea1b Street, Sydney. 

•EXCHANGE BRANCH1 Memben 
are entitled to receive the Ezcbange 
Boob which circulate nplarly 
within Auatralla. 
-tr LWRARY1 A library, eompriolnll over 1000 
volumes, la available for UH of memben b' 
arrangement with the IJbrarian. Periodical 
1upplementa to the IJbruy Catalope are Uaued 
to memben. 

• MONTHLY DISPLAYS1 Dlaplay1 
oE fntereatlng collectlona and phila
telic Item• are a feature of the 
monthly meetings of the Cub. It la 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
memben the beat available dl1playa, 
while lectureo and Discua1lon1 help 
to further the pbllateUo knowledge 
of memben. The advice of mem· 
ben, e:i:perta In moot branchea of 
philately, u alwayo avaJlable when 
requllltecL 

-tr THE CLUB'S FEES are: City members, 
U.501 Country memben, '1.50. 
Sub1crlptloua are due 1 July yearly. There Is 
ao enuanoe fee payable. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS lllould be addrealed to -

Mr Frederick Daniell, Hon. Secretary· Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 
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ROBSON LOWE LTD 
Our international organisation is 

AT YOUR SERVICE 
AUCTIONS are held in London, Bournemouth and Basie, also in 

Australia, Spain and South Africa. IF YOU ARE 
BUYING you will find our auction catalogues 
(with detailed descriptions, many illustrations
often in colour-and helpful estimates) invaluable. 
A sample copy will be forwarded on request. IF 
SELLING, then we shall be happy to advise you 
on the RIGHT MARKET for THE BEST 
RE.SUL TS • • • write to our head office today 
saying that you saw this advertisement in Philately 
from Australia; or contact our Australian agency 
direct: 

Robson Lowe (Australia) Pty Ltd 
6th Floor, Howey Court, 234 C.Ollins Street, Melbourne, 

Victoria 3000. 

We also sell by PRIVATE TREATY 

BOOKS 
Our wide range of standard works for the philatelist and postal historian, mono· 
graphs for the specialist, our two periodicals, plus full data about our terms of 
sale, catalogue subscription rates, etc, are detaifed in our new PUBLICATIONS 
and SERVICES brochure. Your copy is available from our Australian agency 
or from our head office: 

50 PALL MALL 
LONDON, S.W.1 

ENGLAND · 
Cables: "Stamps, London, S.W. 1." Telex: 915 410 


