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(a) From Australian residents: $2 per annum. 

(b) From Overseas residents: 17 I 6d. sterling for British Empire (ex 

Canada) and $3 for United States of America and Canada. 

Orders for back numbers shall be at the above rates for full volumes 
and for single copies 50c. (Aust.), 5/- sterling (B.E.) and $1 
(American). Most back numbers can still be supplied. 

We regret that owing to a change in postal regulations British Postal 
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Cumulative Index, Vols. I-X (1949-58): 
Price, post free, 75c. U.K. 6/3 stg. U.S. $1.00 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $30.00 $26.00 
Full $25.00 $22.00 
Half $15.00 $13.00 
Quarter $10 $9.00 

Advertisements from non-dollar areas arc at the sterling equivalent 
of the Australian currency. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 

the Business Manager, P.O. Box 42, Mentone, Melbourne, Sl 1. 
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T\VENTY-SEVENT l-I LCDITI0'-1 JUST PUBLISHED 

THE 

Australlian Commonweallth 
Speciallists~ Catallogue 

1966 
PRICE $1.25 

* 
Obtainable from all Leadi11g Sta711p Dealers or 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
15 Guildford Lane, Melbourne 

VICTORIA: 

The Posta[ History 
of the Port PhHHp 
District ll 835- ll 8 5 ll 

hy J. R. W. PURVES, F.n.P.S.L . 

This remarkable work, the first of its kind 
in Austrnlia, easy to rend and attrnctively 
presented, particularly in respect of the 
illustra tions, which are varied und numerous 
was published in 1950 on the occasion of 
the Centenary of Victorian Stamps. It has 
received very favourable comments whereve r 
philatelists can be found. It could not he 

published today at double the price. 

Price $2.15 (Aust.) 

It can be obtained, 7wst-free fn•m tlw 
1'1111/isliing Society, Int writing to 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

c / o Box 222. G.P.O. ~felbourne , Victoria 

( i ) 

j 11st /nth! is/Jed by 

THF 1:-f..\ \VTHORN PRESS 
(;1s .\ln11ng-r.1ph "in . 19 in irs series) 

YfCTORTA: 
TH I ·~ \ , OVER CROWN 

\VATFRMARKS 
T_\' pcs, Supp liers, V :irieties 

11\' J. R. \V. PURVF.S, F.R.P.s.r .. 

' I l'I'- plus ~ full -page plates. 

Ohtainabl e, price S I, plus postage 5c, 

from the Publishers, 

15 CLTILDFORD LANE 
.\! Fl.BOURNE Cl 

~ !': \\' - U:\USU AL - AUTHOR ITATIV E 

.\II 1·011 11ccd for acc urntc classification 
· - and a Int more 
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AMERICANS AD1'JIRF A CSTRA.LIA'S GREAT TENNIS STARS 

- AND GOOD ARTICLES ABOUT AUSTRALIAN STAM PS 

... But the editor 's bin is empty . Not a manuscript on Australian stamps 
to be had. So we're nsking for contributions of monogrnphs pertaining 
to any postal issues of Australian States and Commonwealth. 'Vhy not 
submit an article about your specia lty? 'Ve would he p leased to hea r 
from you. Just write to: 

""01• ....... ,.,..,•v or 
"01t11:1n 1 ..... .... ,a .... 0:.011 .... 11 ,., ,. Guu; .... l JAMES M. CHEMI , EDITOR 

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIST* I 
5932 NORTH 14th PLACE 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA, U.S.A. 

( 
0 Monthly journal of The American Philateli c Society) 

Would you like to receive a li st of A.P.S. publications available 
Just drop us a letter and yo ur li st is free. 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
PART Tl !R E I•: ( RF.VISl~D E DITION ) 

The Embossed and Surface-Printed Issues of Queen Victoria 
The Surfacc-P1foted Issues of King Edward VII 

Edited by K. ~I. Beaumont and John Easton 
Demy 8vo, 344 pp., 15 plates, numerous illu strarions and diagrams 

During the ten years since the first edition of this book so much new information has come 
to light concerning the surface-printed stamps of Queen V ictoria and King Ed ward VII 
that the additions and revisions now incorporated have doubled the content of that original 
edition. An important source of information was the De La ]foe History, published in 1958, 
which made available evidence revea ling that a number of co nclusions held hitherto were 
in fact inaccurate. The chapters dealing with the Embossed and Edwa rdian issues have been 
revised and the Victorian c hapte1 s complete! y reconstructed to present the ful I philateli c 
history of these stamps in chronological order. There arc now fifteen full -page plates illus
trating essays and proofs and , new to this edition , fifteen of the 'Vright and Crccke plate 
and paper diagrams which han been specially re-d rawn . 

Price £ F. 2 net (postage :incl pncking 2/6 extra) 

A spec ial de lu xe edition limited to fifty numbered copies is al'a ilabl c at [, F2.12.6 

( li ) 
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PHILATr~Lr !-RO.II AUSTRAUA 

FOR FINE EARLY COVERS 
Pre-Adhcsi\'C Letters, Specimen Srarnps, Artist's Drawings 

and DIE PROOFS nf .:\II Countries 

Ensure that derails of \ ·our interests arc on 

our Register of Spcciali~rs 

f u rther I nfnrrnation :111d Derailed Leafier 

on rcq 11 cst 

{J.149ql/ dlanip @0111pn11q Jl,JJ . 
. \'ianaging Direcrn r : C. A~CL1 S PARKER 

265 Strand, London, W.C.2, England 

t]})/iilalelq ~14<9111 
{J.uslPalin 

C 1111wlatiue l ndex 
19-49-1958 

DIFFERENT GREAT BRITAIN 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS 

( catalng11Nl 7 R) 

;\ comprehensi,·e In cle:-.: ro th e Superior collection of 25 British Commem
oratives and special issues, from 1935 to 
1965, unused and used includfog Shake
speare stamps and complete Winston Churc
h;[! set. Total catalogue value over 7 /6. Sent 
free if you ask to see our wonderful Bonanza 
Stamp Parcels of 1,000 assorted pictorial 
stamps. Pick where you like at 1 ~ cents a 
stamp or 100 for n dollar. Send your name 
and address in BLOCK LETTERS please. 

first I 0 ,·olumcs. 

One thousand quick easy refer
ences to material published in 
I'. from A. make this a "must" 

for every serious collector. 

; -' )C. 6s. 3d. stg % I C.S.:'\ . 

BUSINESS J\ IANAGER 

11ox 42, 1\ I en tone, Melbourne S 11 

(iii) 

STAMP CLUB 
(Oepl. A/PAS) 

85 COLUMllUS RAVINE, SCARBOROUGH, 

ENGLAND 
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SELLING 
VALUABLE COLLECTIONS 
and Rare Single Items 1n BASLE 

Fa ch Autumn and Spring outstanding auctions are held h\' 

THE UNCOMMON MARKETEERS 
( Robsou Lowe of Londou, Urs. Peter Knuf111m111 of Basie, Jaques Robi11enu of 

Paris n11d ]. L. V nu /)iete11 of H olln11d.) 

The highest price realised in the J\larch 
sales was S.Frs. f0,000 for the marvellous 
mint 1851 ' 1lercurv 50kr. Austria -
thought to be one of the finest knO\\ 'n. 
Other realisations include the set of 
German New Guinea first printings used 
on separate covers (S.Frs. -/. ,250) and a 
mint 5s. on Sm. (S.Frs. 4,750). The best 
"G. R.I. on Marshall Islands" was a 
complete mint row of Rd. on 80pf. 

(S.Frs. ),000) and a mint 5s. on 5m. (S. Frs. 3,000). 

A SPECIAL 
OF BASLF, CAT A
LOGUES ... A com
plete set of catalogues 
to date (sixtee n in all) 
is available at $8.00 
including surface mai l. Mji;Mli,Mi;Mi;ii;i;.a,.~~~~~~~~~~~=~::!J 

THE NEXT BASLE SALES are scheduled for 11 - 15 OCTOBER. If vou have 
items for inclusion please contact us immediatelv as these sales are. now m 
preparation. 

Robson Lowe 
LfMITED 

50 Pall Mall, London 
S. W .1, England 

Cables: "Stnmps, Lo11do11, S. W .I." 

Agem i11 Austrnlin: 

GUY ROUND 

-to CANBERRA ROAD 

TOORAK 

\'ICTOR IA 

TVben replying to tbis 11dvertise111ent ple11se· mentio11 tb11t you Sll'W it i11 

"Pbil11tely from Australia". 
I iv) 
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l~ditor: H . L . Cl ll SI IOL1\ l 

Committee: 1\ lEss1ts ]. R . \,Y. PURVES, F.ILP.s.1.. (Cbairman ), ]. C. \V. BRO\VN, F. 11. P.S.L., 

H. M. CAMPBELL, F.11.P.s.L., P. COLLAS, ]. GARTNER, F.11.P.s.L., A. J. PETRIE, 
and \V. L. R USSEl.l .. 

Business Manager: J .C. TODD, P.O. Bux -11, 1\l cmunc, 1\lelbournc, S I I 
F.ditorial Corresponde11te: Bo x 2~2. G. P.O., .\ l clbournc, Victoria 

Oflicial Organ of t/Je Royal Pbilatelic Society of Victo ria 
and tbe Royal Sydney Pbi!atelic C/11h 

\' oL. XVIU, No. 2 j UNE 1966 

A MASTERPIECE ON VICTORIA'S 
SPECIAL ISSUES 

Victoria: The "R egistered" a11d "Too Late" Stamps, 1854-58, hv .J. R . W . 
Purves, F. R.P.S. I. . 88 PP· 11 ~ x n ins., and JO pl ates (\\' ith duplicate set ). 

Published hv the Rov al Phil :n eli c Socien· of \'ictoria, Box 222 C.P.O. ,\'lei -
bourne. Price.$ 10.50. 

Hy PJ:Tr:u JAFFI·:, i: .n . P.s.1.. 

,\Jr Pun-cs rates this studv as the most difficult he has undertaken. Probab lv the 
greatest single di scove r:' is that of the two " Dies" (a nd plates) used foi· the 
"R egistereds". These \\ ·ere ne\'cr recog nised - nor g uessed at - befo re. 

Diffi cu lt as the stud:· \\'as, the hook is eas:-1 to read . 

Th e stam ps have th e di stinction of being t he first British stamps used for a 
special purpose, the first British stamps printed in t\\ ·o colours, among t he first 
such in the wor ld , and among the first srn mps to incorporate two printing 
processes. 

The t\\·o stamps and a one co lo ur sixpenn:· postage stamp were included in a 
single cont ract awa rded to Samuel Ca lvert of .\ lelbourne. H e also secured a con
tract for a t\\ ·o shilling stamp. 

These four stamps a rc all based on boxwood plates, in turn prepared b:· inked 
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paper transfers from a boxwood die or master. The combination of transfer 
work and cutting of the plate produces a series of designs or r:' pes which differ 
but yet betray a common origin. 

The identification of types by small differences either in the engraving or 
caused by irregularities in the printing surface has been of major interest to 
philatelists from the early days of stamp collecting. Generally the engraved 
plates, such as those used in ,\1auritius or New South Wales, gave up the secrets 
of construction first. Also the smaller size plates proved easier tasks than larger 
plates. Irrespective of printing process, once the ty pes or variations from normal 
were identified the next philatelic task was to place these in the order of the 
original sheet or pane. This work was made easier if blocks, strips or pairs 
existed. · 

In the case of the \ 'ictorian boxwood stamps of Cah-ert, ,\Jr L. L. R. Haus
burg had completed the reconstruction of the 6d. in two 5 x 5 plates side by side 
and of the 2s. in one such plate before the First World War. He had, one must 
presume, decided the "Too Late" and the "Registered" were too difficult either 
because of the general shortage of material or because of the absence of blocks, 
strips or other multiples. Mr C. L. Pack, another student of earlv Victorian 
stamps, did note that the "Registered" existed without a full stop after the 
word Victoria. He did not discover the other t:- ·pes. 

Mr Purves has not completed the plating work, but he has taken a tremendously 
difficult task many steps for\\'ard. In his stud:·, spread over many yea rs, he has 
discovered a very great deal about how Calvert did his work. Calvert proves to be 
one of the few who utilised a larger plate for his overprints than for his back
grounds. To a reader watching Calvert, it seems that he began his task carefull:-' 
and confidently, only to find his deadline looming, compelling hurr:v so that 
the printing quality fell. Then a succession of steps were taken to increase 
productivity, by cutting down from six to three the number of times the paper 
had to go to press to produce a sheet of I 00 stamps. 

Calvert overprinted the background designs b:· stereos in formes to show the 
type of service and the cost of this service. Had he had the physical resources at 
the time, he would presumably have electrotyped both background plates and 
overprints. 

In order to produce 250,000 "Too Lare" and one million " Registered", Calvert 
made one printing of the first and three of the second stamp, of which the third 
printing was the largest. 

Mr Purves studied material, partly through photographs, existing in Austra lia 
and overseas. This is in numbers an insignificant proportion of the total printings, 
largely because of official destruction of rem'1inders in I 860. 

lf the reconstruction tasks arc ever completed, ir ,,·ill be because of his 
remarkably skilfu l work on the material available to him and because fresh 
material comes into the hands of a person or persons ab le to build on the 
generous and firm foundatio ns he has set. 

To give an idea of the extent of the foundations here is the Purves philatelic 
achievement, in addition to the Registered dies: 
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The Die I backgrounds (Die I used 
for all Too Lates and for first print
ing of Registered) 

The Die 2 backgrounds (Die 2 used 
with Die I, for second and third 
printings of Registered ) 

25 types on the plate identified 
22 located - remaining 3 two possibilities 
11 identified by white flaws 
7 otherwise identified 

( 7 unknowns) 
6 located on the plate 
2 possibilities located - one with two 

possibilities 
The Ton Late overprints 

The Registered overprints. 
identified. l 

!The 

Each of 25 pairs A and B described 
general make up used in all three printings 

Die 
Die 1 and 2 
Die I 

Die 2 

I A, complete as to identification ( 25 first and l second state) 
I B, all identified (25) 
2 A and 2 B, 32 out of 50 identified, plus I suspected substituted 

stereo. 
2 C and 2 D, 20 identified out of perhaps only 25 since remaining 

25 mav be I B in different order. 

When it is considered how scarce the material is and how large a proportion 
has left Victoria, the scale of the success is remarkable. 

A study of the Die 2 reconstruction suggests that some extra wide margin 
copies may assist the work. 

The book, published by the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria, and printed 
by John Gartner at The Hawthorn Press must be regarded as one of a series on all 
aspects of Victorian philately, including postal history and cancellations, by Mr 
Purves. Of these publications some have been published in London b~' The Ro~ral 
Philatelic Society. 

In spite of the limited field - two stamps - it is a worthy model of presentation. 
The 10 plates of half-tone engravings bound with a duplicate set enclosed in a 
pocket, supplement the descriptions in the text. To show the overprints, the 
backgrounds have been faded. The whole is a product of which a'uthor, printer 
and publisher can be proud. 

It covers much more than the plating study of the t\\'O stamps, and the author's 
method of work The use, normal and abnormal, is analvsed and Mr W . R. 
Rundell 's figures of distribution reprinted after checking'. Special attention is 
paid to the scarce variety 'rouletted about 7' at the G.P.O., Melbourne. 

Here experts can find valuable guidance and the postal historians pointers to 
the economic growth of Victoria in the gold rush and the keen cancel collector 
can find the first of all penmark provisionals. 

The tabulation on monthly issues of the "Too Late" and "Registered' ' stamps is 
classified under G.P.O. windows, country post offices, Government departments 
and licensed vendors (from October 185 5). The totals for September 1855 
show under Government Departments 6 "Too Late" and 16 " Registered". This 
establishes the provenance (in the collector's sense) of the strips of three of each 
of these stamps_ sent b~· Governor Sir Charles Hoth:im from Toorak with his 
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rcpl;. ' dated 3 September 1855, to Sir George Gre;.1 's circular letter to the 
Colonial Governors dated 12 April 1855 and no\\· in the Public Record Office, 
London. (An article b;. ' L. E. Bradbur;.' and a photograph appears in the Lo11do11 
Philatelist for 1924, pages 214 and 244.) 

I The survival of the \ ' ictorian documents and the triplets of stamps contrasts 
" ·ith the Ne\\' Zealand items which were "liberated" in London, and of which 
it seems, with one exception, the stamps came into the possession of Mr H . 
Gordon Kaye. It is tempting to wonder if another set of Victorian triplets still 
exists, in public or private ownership. I 

Analysis by cancel lation shows that the "Too Late" was used almost entirely in 
.Vlelbournc and Gcelong, though the surviva l rate a century later is better for 
Geclong. By contrast more than two thirds of the "Registered" stamps were 
originally distributed to country post offices at a rate of about 5,000 a month. 

The book appears to have three aims: 

I. A description of types of backgrounds and overprints, so that the reader can 
identify and classify the known types and so isolate the strangers or new dis
coveries. Following on this work of ana lysis and classification, the positioning of 
the background engravings is undertaken. 

2. A portrayal in reasonable compass of the methods of work which proved 
rewarding in this task, and which may have general app lication to much other 
philatelic work. 

3. Modelling an idea l form of presentation, including text and illustrations, of 
a complicated story. 

Inevitably author and reader wil l have views which differ on a number of 
points; the. author has devoted much thought to his choices of presentation, 
related to his degree of success and his priorities. Had he been able to complete 
the plating study and had this study have been the sole aim he might have 
simplified the task of printer and reader by abandoning his type numbers and 
using position numbers. But by taking this method of presentation, he would have 
destroyed the historical sense of this record of investigation and some of the 
charm of the book. 

The law of averages has developed a popular meaning and its value has cor
respondingly diminished. Small samples arc dangerous bases for mathematical 
analysis, particularly if selection has taken place. It is dangerous to use quantitive 
results from examination of even quite large numbers of stamps as a basis for 
comments on all stamps used . Qualitative results are much more reliable. Two 
cases may be enough to estab li sh a t;.1pe as against a break; with more cases of 
identification certaintv can be reached. Mr Purves does not draw attention to the 
remarkable fact that ·a ll the known unused multiples of both stamps come from 
inter-pane pieces - this is just a remarkable coincidence, while he does draw 
attention to the different methods of separation used at Melbourne and Geelong, 
for which the evidence is more numerous. Since "perfection belongs only to the 
gods" and there is some tradition that praise alone is insufficient there are some 
omissions, such as the gum which, unlike the later gums used in Victoria and New 
South \Vales, is philatelicall;. ' innocuous, hrO\rnish , and easily removed. 
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The Geelong 15 butterA:-· postmark (illustrated), found rarely on the 
Registered, probably indicated a point of origin other than Geelong, but evidence 
is lacking. 

Everything cannot be included in a hook of modest size or price. There is no 
check list, much less a valuation scale, and fe\1 · co ll ectors will miss these. There is 
no sca le on the excellent enlarged photographic plates; this rna.v hamper some 
later research. 

The scientific critic may dislike the use of such measurements as 16. 75 mm. 
Perhaps we should :iccept .the decimal s.vstem and call this 16.7 mm. or be more 
honestly anglophilc and write 16J mm. , if \1·e believe that judgment more exact 
than t mm. is impossible. 

A source of philatelic confusion arises 11·hen positions on the plate rather than 
positions on the sheet are dead and described from left to right . .\tlr Purves uses 
sheet nu m hers. 

It is hoped that the response to this book and the use to which it is put in the 
:-·ears to come wi ll be rewarding to a remarlrnb le effort to promote serious adu lt 
philately. Plating targets grow scarcer, because of the successes of the past, but if 
in the future philately is to provide the change rather than the rest for the active 
and inquiring mind then the skills must be developed by observation and reading 
and one can hope that, in this at least, of the making of books there wi ll be no end. 

The next best thing to completion of a job in research is to give the next man 
or woman every possible assistance to do better. This has been done, and we ll , in 
the case of two fascinating Victorian stamps used in a romantic and important 
period. 

SUCCESSES AT SIPEX 

The Royal Philatelic Society of \ ' ictoria had three successes at the Sixth Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition , at Washington , in May. 

Mr J. R. W. Purves received a vermeil (silver-gilt) medal, with felicitations, 
for his new hook, Victoria: The "R egistered" a11d "Too Late" Stamps, 1854-58. 

Philately from Australia was awarded a vermeil medal also. 

At the Fifth International Philatelic Exhibition, New York, (F IPEX), in 1956, 
Philately from Awtralia received a bronze medal. 

Under Feder:ition lntern:itiona le Phil:itelique rules, vermeil is the highest award 
for literature. 

,\[r]. H. Pm1·ell recei\'ed a silver medal, 11 ·ith felicitations, for his collection of 
Samoa, and a bronze-silver medal for his book, The Postal History of the Terri
tnry of N r"i~· 011i11ea, p11hlishccl h.\' ThC' H :i wrhorn Press . 



STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
PUNCTURED "C of A" 

By G. T. HOUSTON 

,\!fr Houston, w idely know 11 for bis collection of Egypt, and for bis 
range of philatelic knowledge, surprised bis f ellow q11e111bers of the Royal 
Pbilatelic Society recemly when h e displnyed m1um11/ Australian Co11nno11-
we11/t/J items. Tbis article is tl.ie result of tbat event. 

Stamps of Great Britain punctured for any other use but that of a British 
Government Department must be c lassified as "Perfins" (Perforated Initials) and 
this means of protecting Government or company property is widespread. Under 
this system a "perfinned" stamp is only recognised and admitted by the postal 
authorities if it conforms to the li censed pattern approved and used exclusive!~; 
by the li censee organisation. Shou ld such an organisation suspect thefts of 
"perfinned" stamps the postal authorities wi ll co-operate in trying to establish the 
identity of the illegal user. 

The status of stamps of Great Britain punctured "C of A" is sim il ar in many 
respects to the ordinary "perfins" , but the main difference is that in this case 
the permit to puncture is not issued to a pri,·ate firm but to another government 
or its representative. 

The "C of A" puncture therefore assumes the status of an official stamp for 
Australian Government mail matters emanating from Australia House, London. 
This must necessarily be so as Austra li an Official stamps would, if they existed, 
be invalid in another countrv. 

Usage 

l n my search through various handbooks and cata logues J have fou nd nothing 
even hinting at the existence of these official stamps. Only Holbeach's C11111ul11tive 
Index gives the three following groups of references in journals: 

l. 'Austra lian Philatelist' July 19 16 - regarding wounded soldiers' franchise. 

2. 'Austra lian Stamp J ournal' September and October 1925 -on the same 
subject. 

3. 'Austra li an Stamp Month ly ' January, February, March and May 1947 -
elaborating on the above and mentioning a block of 8 G.B. KE.VII 2t d. 

Tt would appear that these stamps were used on all officia l correspondence 
emanating from Austra li a House, London. In the three journals readers' letters 
reported that these stamps were also used by wounded so ldiers who were inmates 
of A.T.F. Hospitals in Great Britain during World War T. This must have been an 
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extensive usage, as each wounded soldier was all owed six Id. stamps ( punctured 
"C of A" ) per week, free of charge, by t he Commonwealth Government. To 
avoid abuses, letters were handed in at the post office of the hospital and the 
stamps affi xed by the postal cleric (A ustra lian Nava l personnel also ohta inecl 
such stamps from A ustra li a Honse, London, during W.YV.I. ) 

... . .. . . .. . . · ... :.: :· : . ·. 

~ 
• • . . 

... . . 
:· ~ .. . :· . . . . . . . . .. . . 

••• • . ... . .. . . . . . :· . 
• . . • • . .. . . 

........ ~~~~...-~ .......................... ~~~~~~~----.-~~--~-... 
• • .. . ... :·· ... . . 

... . . ... . . .. 
:.: i• 

. .. . 
• . .. 
::: 1-

: ... 
• • i · ... . .·. :·· : ·.· :· . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... .... -.-.---..AA.o--~--~~--· .... ·~ ~ ~ ...... ,, . ··:::· ....... . . . . .. .. . .. ... : ·.· : .. .. . . . ... 

. . 
• • • • • • . 
• 

.. . ... . .. . . .. . .. . . . .. 
L-.a~~-~~ ........ ·-~-.--~--" 

I. C of A bori~ontal. 2. C o f ,.J i·erticnl, sl.iowi11g t l.> e two p1111cbes. 3. Tb e C of A verticnl, 
w itb tbe 111issi11g dot nt top o f A i11 hotb punc/Jes nnd tl.>e "re'l.•ersed /; ' i11 tbe le ft pu:ncb . It 

rn11 be see11 ti.int tbc gro11p of st.1mp.r ~H're folded m·er he fore being p1111c t11red . 

During World vVar II A. l.F. H.Q. London agai n used such specia l stamps. 
1 n 193 7 the A ustra lian Coronation Contingent borrowed the "C of A" die from 

.\ustrnlia H ouse for puncturing srnmps fo r the numerous in vitations it sent out . 

Checklist 
T he Common weal th of Australia \\'as estab li shed in 190 I ;i nd the office of 

High Commissioner for Australia in Great Britain came into existence shortly 
afterwards. 

Unti l recently l had in my collection on ly "C of A " punctures going back to 

the Georgian issues of 1918 - 1922. But some months ago I acquired an interesting 
cover (with a black border) with a ne\\' "earli est date' ' for these punctures: the 
postmark : " London 10.2.19 11 " cancelling a King Fd,\·arcl \'IT S.G.231, 2!d. blue 
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which shows the puncture reversed. The use of envelopes with black borders 
was due to the State Mourning period for King Edward VTT who died on 
6.5.1910. 

As well as this single K.E. VII stamp, T have in my collection: 

King George V 

(i) 1912-1922, ·watermark Ro>'al Cypher : td.- ld.-6d.-9d.-1/--2/6-5/-. 

(ii) 1922-1926, Watermark Crown over GVR: ld.- ltd.-2d.-2~d.-6d.-9d. 

(iii) 1934-1936, Photogravure issue: 1 d. - 2td. - 9d. 

However it is reasonable to assume that all denominations of each definite issue 
from King George \' onwards, except the reign of King Edward VITT, exist with 
the puncture. 

Productio11 

There are t\\'O different arrangements of the lettering- one in a horizontal 
line and the other in a vertical arrangement. 

My holdings of K.E. VII and K.G. V stamps which show the horizontal line 
puncture are not suhstant!ial enough to form an opinion on the production of this 
type of puncture. 

The vertical arrangement of the puncture occurs during the reign of K.G. \ ' 
concurrently with the horizontal arrangement, but from the photogravure issues 
onwards exclusively so here the material in my collection is more plentiful and 
multiples render certain deductions possible. 

A rather primfrive method was used for the puncture of the stamps. l t appears 
that two punches, each forming by means of perforation pins an identical group 
of letters C of A in the vertical arrangement, arc fixed on a metal base to form a 
single die and this die produces two punctures "C of A" in a single strike. The 
distance between these punctures is invariably 20t millimetres. This distance be
tween the two punches of the die, is measured from centre to centre of the 
punches. 

The two punctures may either strike two small size stamps separately or one 
large high value stamp, the same stamp in two places. 

For the small size stamps of up to l/- face value the sheets are normally 
separated into vertical strips of 2 stamps' width, these being then either folded 
to form a vertical strip one stamp wide, or left unfolded (2 stamps wide). Then 
they are inserted into the perforator (already fitted with the die of two punches). 
The perforator is then either hand or foot operated for one, two, or four stamps 
at each strike. Depending on the way the strips of stamps arc inserted into the 
perforator, the puncture may be found in 4 positions: Normal, reversed, inverted, 
inverted/ reversed. 

Distances between consecutive strikes of the die van' hoth horizontallv as \\'Cll 
as vertically and this would point to the fact that the S

0

trips of stamps are inserted 
and moved hv hand. 
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Geuernl 

Reigu of Ki11g £dru:11rd VI II. Perhaps due to the short reign of this monarch 
and possibly also due to large stocks of punctured stamps (K.G. V) being held 
by Australia House, London, "C of A" punctures of K.E. VllI arc either 
extremely rare or non-existent. I have chased these for the past 15 years without 
success. 

Reig11 of Ki11g George VI . During this reign there appear to be two periods of 
these punctures, the first period characterised by a "Flat A" and the second period 
hy a normal or " Pointed A" . The cxtraordinar:· thing is that the missing puncture 
hole (or perforation pin) nt the top of the letter "A " should he missing on both 
punches of the die. During this period the perforating pin forming the crossbar of 
the letter "F" in the left hand punch of the die \\·as somehow broken or lost and 
thus the letter "F" appears as a reversed letter "I." . During the latter part of this 
reign the punches in the die were repaired and this resulted in the long-overdue 
completing of the damaged lettering. Both letters "A" have now the correct 
pointed top and the reversed letter "L" disappears. 

Perhaps due to the activities of a philatclically-minded clerk at Austral ia 
House one can meet quite a number of varieties, apart from the four different 
positions of the puncture mentioned earlier, such as double or triple punctures 
of which one or t\\'o ma.'' be inverted, reversed , etc. 

However I have one joined pair, one stamp ,,·ithout puncture, of the King 
George VI ld (SC 486), postmarked London 12 SP 47. This seems to me to he 
a genuine "variety" . At least it is dear to the heart of its owner. 

Reig11 of Queeu Elizabeth 11. The punches of the die remain complete. 

Because most of the copies examined have been made from parcels, it has not 
been possible to establish dates of the various t_\' pes \\'ith any degree of accurac.'" 

Up to the end of 1939, at least, the perforation pins of both punches of the 
,·ertica l arrangement showed the top of the A complete. A vailablc dates of the 
damaged punches were J 946 - 4 7. 
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CC9he C9ther Side of the cpicture 

~~lll~:fJll~~~~l~:fJll~:fJ 
Conducted by /. R. W. PURVES, F . R.P.S .L. 

NEW SOUTH vVALES 
,\lr H . \ 11. Campbell and I (in the first case) have three " ti es" to report, 

additional to those given in the Handbook (Brown and Campbell : New South 
JiVales Numeral Ca11cellt11 ions). 

p. 20 185 ST i\JARK 'S This confirms the supposition in the book. 
p. 30 521 TAEMAS 
p. 33 631 CUDAL 

The list of known ty pes on pp. 8- 1 3 must therefore he altered as fo ll ows: 
p. 9 185 Acid "3a". 
p. 11 521 "3a" is no\\· confirm ed. 
p. 12 63 1 "3c" is no\\· confirmed. 

QUEENSLAND 
The w riter has located four nc,.1· "tics" as follows: 

188: UNBIRAM : (Sec Porter: Quee11slr111d Numeral Cancellations, p. 22): This 
office is recorded as ha,·ing hccn closed on 31.10.97. The date on this cover 
is 2. 1.87. The cancell ation is rather blurred hut the identification is probably 
correct. 

H6: UNION CAi\tlP: (Sec Porter, p. 22): In this case only the letters ''.VIP" 
of the name on the date stamp are v isi ble. T he right figure (of w hich only 
the left side shows) 1m1st, I think, be a "6" since 330, 333, 335, 338 and 339 
have already been found tied ro other offi ces. 

-t60 (o r 466): GOODNA: This office was previously ca lled WOOGOOROO 
and had first probab ly used 26 (sec Porter, p. 13). 

+64 : TURALUN: This office was or i ~·inallv ca ll ed Pl NE CREEK (sec Porter 
p. 26). We had two "fo lsc start~" hei·e (both 305 and 306 hav ing been 
previously erroneously reported). 464 would appear to have been the 
obliterator originall y issued. 

A11other N11lalbi11 Cover 
Through the courtesy of J\11 r Cam pbell the writer has been ab le to acq uire the 

second cover w hich has been located w ith the stamp cancelled with the "l 4" 
obliterntor - sec P. from A. for i\ larch l 963. vVhcreas the first cover found by 
.\fr Campbell was dated 30. I 0.6 1 this second cover (which came from an entirely 
different source) is dated 28. 7 .66, whic h suggests that the 14, 15 (and IP) 
obliterators were all in use over n suhsta ntial period. 

36 
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TAS.\I AN lA 

(i) Numerol Ca11cellatio11s: Fii,•e Neu "Ties". 

Five more "tics" ha\'c been unearthed, the first two bv the \\Titer and the latter 
three bv .\1r Parise, an indcfatig-:ihlc huntsman from. Glenorchr. The\· arc as 
follows~ ~ · · 

160: Original allocation: The wri tcr possesses a vertica l pair cance lled "I 60". 
Superimposed over this is a circu lar c.d.s. on which the letters L1 .... 

. . . . RS RI\'ER arc visihlc. This can onl\' he "LJPPER PIPERS Rl\'ER". 
which was the office alread.'· belie'L•erf to he the origina l user (sec p. 72 of 
Campbel l, Purves and \ ' inc.' · : T asma11ia - T be Postal History a11d Postal 
,\1arki77gs). 

193: Seen on three covers, the latest being dated 23.I 1.96. This turns out (the:> 
arc all tied) to have been used b,· STRAHAN No. 2 (\rVcst Strahan ), and 
proves that the suggested original allocation of this number (see top of p. 
Hof hook) to .V!ACQUARIF HARBOUR (later STRAHAN) is correct. 
That office closed in 1893 and "\Vl',ST STRAHAN" was opened on 
25.1.93 (seep. 81). The new office therefore took over that canceller from 
the older office when it c losed, and used it for some four years w hen - pre
sumably owing to wear - it ,,·as replaced br the c.d.s. obliterator of 
STRAHAN No. 2. The name "WEST STRAlJAN", though used in 
\'arious references, docs not seem to occur as a postal marking. T he words in 
the book at p. 8 I - "The latter used no numeral" - must therefore be 
deleted. 

197: The writer has a strip on a piece cance lled with this number. A portion of 
the adjoining date stamp containing the word "HARBOUR" is clcarl:• 
visible. Obviously· the office is BOAT HAR BOUR, which mis previous!:· 
though likely to be 198 (sec p. 7+ of book). 

2-+3: Has now been found on cover tied to FENTON BURY, the office w hich 
dates of opening suggested was the likely one (sec p. 76 of book). This 
" tic" makes the previous tentati,·c "tics" of 240, HI and 242 to BERRIE
DALE, UNDER\rVOOD and PARKHA .\I respective!:· practical certainties. 

332: Has been found on t\\'o CO\'ers t ied to PELHA,\I (sec p. 8 1 of book) . This 
discovery further suggests - \\ 'ith sollle certaint.'' - that 328 \\'as HIGH
THORPE. 

The writer \\·ill be glad to hear of more finds in this fie ld whic h - no\\' the 
hunt is on - seem sure to occur. 

(ii) Four More Numbers of ·1d1ich T u:u Varieties are foztlld. 

At the top of p . 60 of the book some J-1. nulllbcrs (from the second all ocation) 
are listed each of which is to be found in two va rieties. This is apart altogether 
from the first allocation numbers of I 0-7 5 used in the period I 85 3-6 I. 

The writer can now add four more numbers to this li st, viz., H, 119, 13 7, I 85. 
They are dealt with in that order. 

54: LONGFORD: By 1899 the original cancell er mis in a lindly-worn condition. 
ft was C\'idenrl:· replaced (at a ,·er:· late stnge) h.\' a seco11d 54 canceller 
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because I have this on a Id . De La Rue Pictorial. In the second canceller 
(which is seemingly rare) the figures arc taller and narrower and the "4" 
has no serif. 

l 19: LEIPZIG, origi nally ORMLEY (see top p. 70 of Book and note). T wo 
ty pes are found, the second t.v pe ( found also on the Pictorials) having 
taller and larger numerals. 

T am inclined to think that these t\\ 'O ty pes can be accounted for only if 
we suppose that they were manufactured as the last number supplied in one 
batch and (inadvertently) the first manufactured in the following batch 
respectively. The second 119 resembles Nos. 120 and the following numbers. 

137: This number (sec p. 71) is believed to have been originally allocated to 
BACK CREEK, an office closed in 1871 and re-opened in 1876 (seep. 73) 
when it received 17 5. All the stamps the writer has seen with 13 7 co111e from 
the '80's and '90's. It has now been estab lished that this nu111ber was used at 
BOOBY ALLA- clearly a re-a llocation - see P. from A . for March 1965. 
The shapes of the numbers in each case are very simi lar but in one case the 
numbers arc noticeably thicker and larger. 

J 85: This number (sec p. 73) was almost certainly allocated to BLUE TIER 
JUNCTION ( later LOTTAH). i\fore than one piece is known with 328 
"tied" to a LOTT AH c.d.s. and it 111ay well be that the change of na111e in 
July 1895 also involved n cbn11ge of site and that LOTT AH did, in fact, 
receive 328. 328 is not a rare cancellation and Lottah was a substantial 
settlement. If that be the case then the second 185 may indicate another re
nllocntio11. In the second type the figures are 'Wider apart, shorter and thinner 
than in the first . That it is the second is proved by the stamps on which the 
first is found (they are e:irlier) and by co111paring the c:incellations with 
other numbers of th e "run" i.e., 183, 184, 186, etc. 

(iii) Certai11 of t/)e Cow111011 Numeral Crmcellatio11s do 1/0t exist 011 the 
Pictorials. 

In view of the fact that numernl cance llations remained in general use for only 
some 5 months after the issue of the Pictorials in mid-Dece111ber 1899 a number 
of us have interested ourselves - :is a sideline - in the nu111crals to be found on the 
Pictorials. There is also, of course, the fact that certain higher numbers (see p. 83 
of the book), in particulnr those numbers (377-390) belonging to offices opened 
after the introduction of the Pictorinls nre, genera ll y speaking, only to be looked 
for amongst the Pictorials. 

A recent perusal of hi s own collection satisfied the \\Titer that at least sc\·en 
common numbers, viz., 29 (Burnie ), 51 (L:itrobc), 52 ( Launceston) , 64 (Oat
lands), 70 (Lovett), 8+ (Triabunna) and 87 (Wynyard) nrc 11ot to be found on 
the Pictorials. The reason will be clear from a perusal of the second column of 
the tabulation of the Pictorial cancell ations given in the book. 

ln all these cases (and perhaps also 73, 79 and 98) the numeral obliterators were 
replaced as cancellers - by reason of their worn condition - by c.d.s. types well 
before the middle of December l 899. The:' had therefore disappeared before the 
new issue made its appe:inmcc. 
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(h.:) Faked Numeral l,ost'lll1Jrks. 

These ha\'c been kno\l·n for a long· time. The \\Titer, for instance, has -t9, 86 and 
3 IO. The:· \\'ere emplo:·cd nrnn:· :~c ars ago, in cancelling cleaned V.D.L. 's and 
"Dragons" , to gi\·e them the authentic appearance which purchasers required. The 
writer will he glad to have details of an:· otbcr numbers known to have heen 
faked - \\'ith the idea of presenting these, along with illustrations of the genuine 
markings, more adequate!:· before readers of /J. from A. 

V ICTOR IA 

(i) 2d. Laureate W711k "8" fmmd ·1L·ith "Stitch" W ater711ar/..• 

For no apparent reason although the 2d Laureate \\·as, from August 1866 up to 
August I 867 (when the \' Cro\\'n paper first appeared), the cor11111011est of the 
values printed on the De La Rue paper \\·atcrmarked with single-lined numerals, 
the \\Titer had not previously located an cxa111ple of this value (\\'atermarked 2, 4, 
6 or 8) showing a "stitch" vvatermark. Now he has discovered a single, wrnk."8", 
which shows a clear vertical "stitch" running up the 111iddle of the stamp, the 
mesh of this paper being horizomal. Sooner or later all the commoner stamps 
printed on these papers are bound to turn up wirh such a watermark although it 
must be admitted that in terms of numbers a "stitch" copy only occurs about once 
per 1000 stamps of the kind in question . ( :\ nd sec comments in Ill)' Victoria : 
The V O'ver Cro·w11 Watermarks.) 

(ii) 2d 1885, ru:it/J lf' 'lllk. Reversed 

Having, long since, turned up both the ~ d and Id of this issue printed on the 
wrong side of the paper, i.e., with ri.;..wk. reversed, l have been expecting, some 
time, to find the 2d (the commonest va lue) in a like condition . This l have now 
done. The stamp is from the first printing which J.R.vV.P. ( but not S.G.) ca ll s 
'lJiolet-7//(17/'C'e nnd the cancellation is 8~ .~ (H.upan:·up) . 

Ca11cellatio11s: Some N e'"<.L' " Barred Nu711eral'' lJisco'veries 

(a) lJiscovery of 67 (Coburg) i11 lR T y pe 

l have acquired a cover ( from Coburg to England) backstamp "Coburg 2 5 ..+. 70". 
This shows a 6d Laureated stamp cancelled \\·ith 67 T y pe IR ( i.e., all the side 
bars have been cut a\\'a:' ). It \\'as on!.\· recent!:· that T y pe I from this office \\'as 
discovered (sec P. f ro'll/ A. for December 196-t) and no\\' comes the re-cut state. 
67 should therefore be added to th e ( b) I ist of num bcrs given on p. 5 6 of the 
handbook, Victoria: The Barred Numeral Ca11cel/atio11s, IRS6 - 1912. 

( b) Afore Coloured Ca11cellatio11s 

The \\'ritcr has recent!.\' been through a furth er accumulation of so111e 50,000 or 
more of the Id and 2cl values, dating main!.\· bct\\'ccn I890 and 1899 ( in the case 
of the ld ) and bct\\·ecn 1887 and I900 ( in the case of the 2d). vVhile onl\' t\\'o 
numbers previously "NNS" have turned up spec imens have been located of most 
rankings and general!.\' speaking the rarit:· classification set out in the Book 
remains a rensonably sound one. 

Perhaps the most ·interesting feature \\ '<l S the di sco\'c ry of a further 2 I numbers 
in hlue, 10 numbers in 7:iolet, and I number in 1l!age11ta, additio11al to those noted 
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on pps. 45, 46 of the Handbook and the further numbers in these colours described 
in P. from A. for December 1963 and December 1964. These are as fo llows: 

BLUE: 12 (1896), 22 (1897), 35 (1892), 38 ( 1896), 69 (1892), 87 ( 1892), 125 
(1892), 260 ( 1900), 438 ( 1894), 722 (1893), 7-1-3 ( 1896), 804 ( 1896-7), 1061 
( 1895), 1228 (1896), 1453 ( 1892), 1532 ( 1895), 1588 ( 1895), 1671 ( 1892), 
1705 (1894), 1718 (1893), 1861 ( 1894). 
1361 has also been found in blue circa 1899. 

V IOLET: JOO (1894), 114 ( 1896-7) , 370 ( 1894), 680 ( 1892), 1061(1895 ), 113 2 
(1900), 1225 ( 1895), 1392 ( 1893), 1663 ( 1894), 1685 (1900). 

MAGENTA: 366 ( 1890). 
Numbers now seeu, previously NNS- 1300, l 604. The 1300 shows MCC over C. 
New Types: The writer has found 710 in thick, spaced figures on a Id red 

of 1901 or 2. This number in the original type is very rare (it is classified as 
'RRR' and possibly should rank even higher ) so that it seems curious that a 
second (and probably equally rare type) should have been found. 

A second new type found is 1511 ( 1895). Since the office concerned ( Cruiks
ton) was closed in 1898 this type - w hich shows the four figures side by side - is 
likely to be rare. lt is not to be confused with the l 31 1 obliterator which it 
strongly resembles. 

Consequential amendments will require, of course, to be made to the i\ lain 
Tabulation in the Handbook, as wel l as on pps. 45 and 46. 

MARINE P.O., SOUTH AUSTRLIA, 
MARKING 

By A.G. RlGO DE RIGHI. 

\!lost students of South Australian postal history probably will have come 
across at least one example of the "Marine P.O./date/S. Australia", cancellation. 

There are two species of this marking: 
(a) A circular unframed type, used in the J 870's and early 1880's. 
(b) A medium-sized "square-circle" type used later. 
Suggested usages have included cancellation of stamps paying a late fee for 

posting on board mai l steamers and by a maritime T.P.O. on board the steamer 
plying bet\veen Adelaide and Port Lincoln. 

Now a cover has been found and it fai ls to support either of these theories. 
Franked with a 6d. Chalon head and addressed to Liverpool, England, the letter 

was posted at Kooringa on 3 January 18 7 3. It is backstarnped Adelaide on the same 
date and reached Liverpool on 26.2.1873. On the obverse is "Marine P.O./S. 
Australia" also dated 3.1.187 3, obviously on the way out of South Australia. 

I suggest, in the absence of further evidence, that this might be a transit or 
sorting mark applied at, possibly, Port Adelaide, and under very unusual circum
stances, to some of the mails leaving that port. Perhaps someone else can confirm 
or disprove this, or better sti ll , produce a cover whi ch gives positive evidence of 
the purpose of this marking" 



WHAT VICTORIAN POST OFFICE HAD 
"BARRED OVAL" POSTJ\1ARK No. 7? 

By G. T. W 1-f IT/}; 

Mr. W bite is a 111ember of tbe Council 1111d a for111er secretary of tbe 
Royal Pbilateolic Society of Victorin. He is a le11di11g m ember of t!Je Old 
Victorin Group. 

Mr J. R. W. Purves's new brochure, Victoria: The " Butterfly" and " Barred 
Oval" Cancellations, 1850-SS, has incited me to attempt to identify the post office 
which was allocated No. 7 in the "Barred Oval" series of cancel lations. 

The monograph shows there arc 15 unknown allocations between the numbers 
one to 50. One of these is No. 7, not yet recorded on cover. 

My collection contains a cover clearly cance lled with Barred Oval 7. It is not 
a proving cover. But it is dated as received in Adelaide 26 Feb. 1852. The bottom 
half of the back has been cut off but it is backstamped "G.P.O. South Australia 
26 Feb. 1852", and I decided to sec if anything could be deduced from it. 

First light dawned \\"ith the date, which climirnited several candidates. It could 
not be Elephant Bridge (later Darlington ), which closed in 1. 1.52 and re-opened 
1.1.53 ; nor Violet Town which first opened 1. 7.1852. 

It could only be one of the to\\·ns that previously used a "ButterAy" or one 
which had a post office before 26.2.1852. The only office in the latter category was 
Ballarat, opened 1.11 . 1851 , but this was quick!~ · eliminated as it was allocated 
No. 24. 

This reduced the field to the " ButterAy " offices. ;..:o. 7 mis also used throughout 
the period, as .it appears on 2d. Half-lengths issued from 185 1, and on stamps of 
1854 onwards, i.e., ld. pink Half-lengths and 6d. ·woodblocks. 

l now list the possible "ButterAy" offices for \1·hich no "Barred Oval" cancel la
tion is known and give reasons for eliminati ng many of them because of their 
closure, or because Mr. Purves' work determines that the "ButterAv" cancellations 
are so rare that this fact tends to exclude them: · 

Post Office 

Broken River (Jknalla ) 
Campaspic (Elmore) 
Dandenong 
Alberton 
Mt. Alexander (Lockwood ) 
Swan Hill 
Timboon (Ca mperdown ) 
Elephant Bridge (Darlington ) 
Ballan 

Rarity of Butt erfly 
Cancellatio11 

RR 
RRRR 
RRR 
RRR 
RRRR 
RRR 
R 
R 
RR 

II 

R e11111rks 

Possible 
Very Rare 

" Closed l.1.52 
1.U2 
1.7 .52 
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\ \ ' immera 

The Glenelg (Casterton ) 
Lake Wallace (Apslcy ) 
\Vardy Yallock 
Crow lands 

RRR 

R 
RR 
N.N.S. 
XN.S. 

Combined total of all (3 ) cancellers 
is regarded as too rare for 

consideration . 
Possible 

" Closed 1.7 .5 2 

Listing the five most probable candidates for No. 7 cancellation we have : 

I . Broken River. 
2. Ballan. 
3. The Glenelg. 
+. Lake Wallace. 
5. vVardv Yallock. 

Ballan and Wardy Yallock are eliminated because both were officially closed on 
1. 7 .1852, and their period of use does not correspond with the obvious period of 
use of the canceller. Ballan was later given No. 63 . 

One rare post mark (The Glenelg) and two very rare ones remain. The very 
rare ones (Broken River and Lake Wallace) might be eliminated for the following 
rather slim reasons which, when considered together, place these offices in the un
likely category. 

( a) They are rarer than "The Glenelg" . 

(b) Lake Wallace had a date stamp in 185 3 (see Purves - The Postal History 
of Port Phillip) and the cover being considered has either the date-stamp missing 
or no date-stamp and Glenelg seems to have htld no date-stamp (see remarks later 
in this article). 

(c) Broken River is remote from South Australia and people there would be 
less likely to be writing to Adelaide than people living at The Glenelg. 

( d) On the envelope under consideration is a mirror image (presumably picked 
up from another letter) of a date stamp showing " ,\fount Gambier South Aus
tralia" . I feel that mail for Adelaide ,·ia Me.lbourne and perhaps "The Grange" 
would either be in a separate packet or bag, or tied in a bundle before being 
placed in a general mailbag which might have contained small parcels and news
papers. 

(e) All No. 7 cancellations in m.v collection on stamps issued prior to 185-t 
appear upside down . 

At this point I looked at a cover written from "Pearson's Station" with the 
inscription "Glenelg Victoria, 6 April '53 " on the back. It would thus appear 
possible that the office did not have a "The Glenelg Victoria" date-stamp. This 
cover has a pair of Ham's Queen-on-Throne with two rather rough barred oval 
cancellations on them. These appear indecipherable but T think I can see the 7 
in _one of the cancellations. In any case the numeral seems to be a single figure 
which c;in only be 7 as .\fr Purves has accounted for all the other single numerals. 
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Hence "The Glenelg" is my odds on favourite for No. 7 barred oval cancellation. 
If anyone checks my work he will probably ask why "\Nardy Yallock is in the 

table and given a rarity listing of "number not seen" ? The answer is again one of 
probability. "Butterfly" numerals H and 45 were used by either Bulla Bulla or 
Wardv Yallock. In Mr Purves' rarity classification, -J.5 is rated as "R" and 44 as 
~.N.s Now \Vardy Yallock was closed 1.7.1852, presumably for lack of activitr. 
This suggests that \Nardy Yallock used number H "Butterfly" . 

The idea of comparing rarit}' of the cancellations "Butterfly" "Barred Oval" 
and/or "Barred Numerals" to get indicators of the numbers allocated can only 
be used with the utmost caution. lt is possible that some post offices could be given 
a greater chance of being allocated one number in preference to another. For 
example, T believe that when considering the "Barred Oval" cancellations 71 and 
7 3, Flemington has an 80° 0 chance of heing 7 3. Brunswick the other possibility 
then would have 7 I. Briefl,· nw reasons for this arc : 

( i) In the rarity table 73 is RH or 1urn but 7 I has never been seen. 

(ii) In W . H. Archer's Statistical Register of Victorin of l 85-t, Flemington is 
listed as a post office to receive correspondence for the following places: 
F.ssendon, Footscray, Glenro~', Kensington, 1"\looncc Ponds, Saltwater River. 

Brunswick was a receiving post office for Blaydon and Phillipstown. Both of 
these names are unknown to me but all the names li sted under Flemington are now 
suburbs (cities) of Melbourne or at least a known place. 

(iii) F lemington was on the north-western postal route and people going to 
Ballarat passed through it. Brunswick is li sted as being on the north-eastern 
(Sydney) route. However T believe that at this time the main Sydney route sti ll 
passed along the Plenty Road (i.e., through Epping) and may have at this early 
stage been a little off the main route - although larger sums were being spent 
in building this road. This last point is what I think is possible; but a little more 
historical research may be needed to verify it. 

vVhile our allocation of Brunswick as 7 I and F lemington as 7 3 cannot be 
finalised the above points tend to give preference to this allocation. 



"TRANSMISSION OF TINSELLED POST 
CARDS PROHIBITED" 

Ry Dr JOHN CLEMENTE 

Dr Clemente is a Me-mber of Tin Royal Pbilatelic Society, J,011do11 and 
Vice-President of Tbe Tas111a11in11 Pbilatelic Society. 

A post-card found recently, bears the marking "Transmission of Tinselled Post 
Cards Prohibited". 

The postcard was posted in a pillar receiver in Hobart on 12 Sept. 1908, and 
was addressed to Middleton, a vi llage on the D'Entrecasteaux Channel. It carries 
the oval "Dead Letter Office" marking in red ink, dated 12 September 1908, and 
the informative marking "Transmission of Tinselled Post Cards Prohibited", 
while two Jines have been pencilled across the address. 

The marking is in italic lettering, capitals and lower case, in red ink. Tt is in 
two lines, and is not surrounded by a frame. The top line is 48 mm. long, the 
second line is 42 mm. long, the capita l letters :ire 3! mm. high, and the small 
letters are just over 2 mm. high. 

The post card on the reverse, sho\\'s a vie\\' of Melbourne in the moonlight, 
with tinsel applied along the rooftops. 

As this marking has not been listed either b~r Basset Hull, or by Campbell, 
Purves and Viney, and as I have seen other tinselled post cards of the time, 
which have gone through the mail and do not bear this marking, l decided to 
investigate the matter. Through the courtesy of the Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs in Hobart, Mr Gilson, and his Archives Officer, Mr vValker, I 
have been able to collect the following information. 

Jn May L 907, apparently a complaint was made to the Postmaster Genernl, to 
the effect that tinselled post cards were injurious to the health of postal officers, 
and the Acting Postmaster Genera l in a document dated 24 May 1907, states: 

It is reprcsemcd to me that Tinsel post-cards arc being transmitted through the Post, and 
it is complained that the handling of this matter is very injurious to the health of the Officers 
who have to deal with them. Dr Norris, Health Officer, has informe<l me that the Tinsel is 
very harmful to health . 

Apparently a meeting of the Deputies Postmaster-General was held late in 1907, 
and in a circular memorandum (No. 451) it is stated that the conference decided 
that no restriction be placed on these cards passing through the post. The same 
document says that if such cards were received from overseas, they had to he 
handled under the existing international agreement and that "If the cards in 
question were injurious, then action shou ld be taken h~· the State health 
authorities, to prohibit their sa le." 

However, on 13 January 1908, in a circular memorandum (No. 10) to the 
Deputy Postmaster-General in Hobart from the Secretary of the Postmaster
General, it is stated that a communication had been received from the G.P.O. 
London, to the effect that: 

Cards bearing tinselled ornamentation arc prohibited from transmission by post in this 
Country, unless enclosed in covers, as it has been found that the tinsel or other powdered 
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marerial becomes deraehed in trnnsir and creares dusr which is injurious ro the health of rhe 
staff. 

The International Bureau at Berne has been requ ested ro notify the prohibition ro rhe 
nirious counrries of the Posral Union. 

In the same circular it is stated that the New Zealand postal authorities had 
decided to prohibit transmission through the post of tinselled post cards unless 
enclosed in an envelope. 

The only direction given is "Plcnsc note and act according!)·". 
Therefore in 1908, transmission of tinselled post cards through the mail was 

prohibited, and all tinselled post cards in Tasmania were removed from the mail, 
stamped and sent to the Dead Letter Office. 1t is possible that the actual marking 
\\·as applied at the Dead Letter Office, as hoth markings arc struck in red ink. 

Tinsel, being a powdered metal, usually brass or tin, could cause skin lesions 
in mail handlers, and if handled in a large quantit~' , could be inhaled and cause 
fibrotic lesions in the lungs. 

PASSING OF MR P. W. SIMONSON 
The Royal Philatelic Society of \ 'ictoria mourns the loss of 1\lr P. W. Simonson, 

one of its ieading personalities, and an enthusiastic member for more than 40 years. 
Paul will be ·widely remembered as a kindl:' friend, and an exceedingly know

ledgeable philatelist. He was one \\'ho obvious!:· loved his stamps and was always 
cager to help his inquiring fellow-collector. 

He collected from boyhood and his philatelic interests \\·ere both wide and 
deep, extending over the whole British Commonwealth and Empire. Australian 
Commonwealth and Egypt were perhaps his chief co llections. Others included 
Papua and New Guinea, the Pacific Islands, Great Britain and Canada. 

His Egypt contained many items from King Farouk's collection. 
The Royal Philatelic Society of \ ' ictoria remembers him as its president in 1941. 

He was a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, of many years standing 
and attended the Tnternational Philatelic Exhibition, London, in 1950. 

He was a member of several other societies, including the Commonwealth 
Specialist's Society and the Papuan Philatelic Society, the Old Victoria Group, 
the Prahran Philatelic Society and the .V!asonic Philatelic Society. He was also a 
member of Philatelic Lodge No. 552. 

He left Australia in World War T as a private in the 46th Battalion and became 
a Major, General Staff, and A.O.C. to Gcnen1l Sir John ;\fonash. He was 
awarded the O.B.E. 

Mr Simonson joined Legacy in its foundation year and remained an active 
Legatee throughout his life, serving on most of the committees and being 
Sergeant-at-Arms for a period. 

He was a member of the Naval and Militarv Club, the Melbourne Cricket 
Club, the Melbourne Football Club, and the I(ooyong Tennis Cluh. Jn recent 
years he was keenly interested in the theatre. 

Mr Simonson, as one of the society's most popular figures, is sad ly missed. His 
two sons, Donald and Robert, arc both members. 



(Convcnor's Address: 30 \Varrnnc Road, l•'.asr Rose,·ille, N.S.\V.) 

NE\tV GUINEA 

Suh - District Office Crmceller 

Readers who have studied the excellent monography, The Postal History of the 
T erritory of N e'l.i: Gui11en from 188 8 to 1942, the resu lt of considerable research 
by Mr J. H. Powell , F.R.P.s.L., into this most interesting subject, wi ll recall 
illustrations and references to the use of District Office rubber stamps of various 
types as cancellers on the postage stamps of New Guinea. The following are 
included in the various references to this type of ca nceller: 

EITAPE. 

AMBUNTI. 

AIT APE. KA V IENG. 

ANGORA:vr. ,\iJADANG . 

KJETA. 

MANUS. 

GASMATTA. 

TALASEA. 

A member of the Pacific Island Circle of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club has 
recently brought to notice a hitherto unrecorded marking : 

C.D.S. consisting of two concentric circles of .J.2 mm. and 29 mm. diameters, 
inscribed between the circles "SUB-DISTRICT OFFlCF." above, " LAE" below, 
the two separated by stops and the date in one line in the centre, is "2 JAN 1940". 
This marking is on piece, cancelling a 2d . .. e\I· Guinea stamp S.G.179. 

This is an interesting discovery and differs from previously recorded markings 
of this ty pe in that it is from a Sub-District Office and thus opens up a new 
avenue of research as it is possible other Sub-District markings exist. 

In his reference to the District Office c.d.s. for Gasmata, i\fr Powell mentions 
the District Office rubber stamp as consisting of two concentric circles 44 mm. 
and 29 mm. respectively, with " DISTRICT OFflCE" above and "GASMATA" 
below. This Circle has seen an impression of an earlier District Office marking 
consisting of two concentric circles, 38 mm. and 25 mm. respectively, with 
"DISTRICT OFFICE" above and "GASMA TT A" below and date , 26 July 1928, 
one line in the centre. This impression is on a piece cut from a registration 
envelope with part of the address visible. 

46 



REVIEWS 
U 11ited States: Tbe ) c. /J eaco11 Air 1\11 ail 

Stamps of 1928, by Henry M . Goodkind. 
61 pp. 6i x 9l in. Published by The 
Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, Ne11· 
York 16, N.Y., U.S.A. Price $2.00 (U.S.). 
,\lr Goodkind, well-known as the Editor 

of Tbe Collectors C/11b Pbilatelist, Scott's 
.\!lontbly /011rnal , and Tb e Aero Pbilatelist 
Annals, is one of the busiest philatelists in 
the United States. In addition to his editorial 
labours, he is a Governor of The Collectors 
Club and has now written three books 
published under the auspices of the 
Theodore E. Steinway .\1cmorial Publica-
tion Fund. · 

At the moment of wrmng, he was 
prominent in the organisation of SlP l~X. 
1966, Washington, and his name has been 
added to the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists . 

In his latest work he notes that the 
United States used to produce a two-colour 
air stamp e1·ery LO years - the original 24c..: 
airmail in 1918, the Beacon in 1928, and the 
L·:aglc in 1938 - as publicity for the airmail. 

\Vith his colleague, .\!Ir Philip Sill-er, 1\lr 
Goodkind has identified the siderographers 
(who make the transfer roller from the die) 
;111d the plate makers whose initials appear 
on many of the plates. 

He has separated three printings and 
reports that small experimental plates were 
prepared as a mea ns of overcoming the 
problem of paper shrinkage, but none of the 
stamps from th em ha1·e been found . 

One nice item from his collection is a 
mint block of six showing the marginal 'F' 
for fi nishcd, chrome fini sh, placed in the 
wrong position on Plate 19605 and double 
top on plate 19597. 

Other interesting items are Plate 19626, the 
last number of th e group having been in
correctly entered, burnished off, and cor
rected, and the 'o pen door' of the store
house below the beacon, due to wear. 

Mr Goodkind shows from notations on 
the back of the two known large die proofs 
on Indian paper that three must have been 
printed. The missing one would be a 
pleasant ' find ' . 

He then goes into exhaustive study of 
cm·ers bearing th e stamp, showing its usages, 

·17 

and ca1H.:cllations, including fo ncy cancella
tions, such as the cowboy and bucking 
bronco and the dancing Indian . 

And for anybody who finds one cancelled 
Sydney, 19 .\ larch 1930, he has the explana
tion also. 

A. C. Roessler, a pushful American dealer 
of th e ear ly air mail period, who also 
spec ialised in noYeltics, sent a batch of 
ccffers ro Porr Moresby bearing a 3d. 
Papua airmail and a 5c. Beacon stamp. 
Since the 3d. was insufficient for airmail 
postage, ,\ ·loresby post office sent them 
surface mail and at Sydney the postmarkcr 
was whacked on the U.S.A. stamps. 

The production is right up tu Mr Good
kind 's established standards. The research 
is American in its scope and thoroughness. 
It included examinations of more than 5000 
copies of th ~ sta mp and more th an 1000 
co1·ers. 

Squared Circle Cancellations of New Zea
land, by A. J. Robinson. 27 pp. 8~ x JO! in . 
Published by The Posta l History Soc..:icty 
of New Zealand, Inc ., P.O. Box 1605, 
Auckland, New Zealand. Price, 12/
(N.Z .) . 

,\!fr Robinson has taken the multitude of 
Squared Circle cancellations, so familiar to 
collectors of New Zealand, for a thorough 
and careful study. He has distinguish ed six 
types and traced the rnrious cancellers, from 
their introduction in the early 1880's through 
their peak in the earl y ye<1rs of this century, 
to the present when one is still working 
c heerfully at Eureka. 

H e classifies their usage from the four 
main centres, then issues to replace combined 
obliterator/date-stamp cancellers; issues to 
replace other date-stamps; and issues to new 
offices. Paid date-stamps, those used in 
,\l[arinc Post Offices and telephone and tele
graph offices follow . 

Discovery of two new forgeries of this 
type of cancellation, brings the number 
known to fi1·e. 

1\lr Robinson will send New Zealand 
c..:ancellation collectors hunting - I almost 
sa id furiously - but the right word is 
eagerly. 

A T~ e,.;iew of 1964 - 65. 44 pp. SJ x 7·l 111. 



48 PHILATELY FR0,'\1. AUSTRALIA jtJNE 1966 

Published by Robson Lowe Ltd, 50 
Pall Mall, London, SY\.'l. 
Robson Lowe Ltd has sold more than 

£ l million (stg.) worth of stamps in a 
season for the second time this year's 
glossy resume informs us. It also records a 
new peak of 467 bidders at one sale. 

The Burrus German and Italian States 
helped to reach the figures achieved, but 
there was not nearly so much of that 
famous collection in the year's offerings. 

Again the publication is bright with 
beautiful reproductions of the eye-raking 
pieces that ha,·c passed through the auction 
rooms to bring joy to a new set of owners. 

After Britain, the leading buyers were 
Italy, Germany, Switzerland, and U .S.A., 
with Australasia filling 10th place in the 
c~port table. 

Top price was £2 1,000 for the unique 
mint original inter-panneau pair of Naples 
Cross of Savoy deep blue. Other five-figure 
prices were £ 18,330 for a mint block of 12 
Oldenbcrg 1/3 gr, black on green; and 
£ l 0,500 for a 1·crrical strip of live Tuscany 
2s. scarlet on co1·er with spider's web 
cancellation in red. 

Thirty of th ~ items that brought upwards 
of £ 1,000 arc illustrated . 

Australasian interest centered around the 
\Nestern Australian collection of the late 
T. W. Hall, and Rev James Murscll 's South 
Australia. :\1r Hall 's ' Im·errcd Swan', a cur 
to shape copy, brought £ 650. Mr l\ I urscll 's 
s~t of the original four South Austra lia with 
'cancelled' obliteration sold for £ 420 and 
his unissucd 1/- Yiolct, £ 380. 

Of the Dcparrmenrals, 1866-69 2d. 1·crmil 
lio11 and an 1868 2d., both rouletted and 
overprinted "C. Sgn.' (Colonial Surgeon ) , 
the first being the only known", £ 26, would 
be a worthy nomination for the bargain of 
the year. 

Of the £ I, I 02,990 sa les, Austrah1sia 
bought £ 14,643, compared with £ 13,379 in 
the previous year. Her buying was: Grear 
Britain, £ I 33 (nil ); British Empire, 
£7679 (£5499); Foreign, £92.l (£3059); 
Postal History, £511 (£373); Genera l 
(]lournemouth ), £5390 (£ 43 74). 

Tbe Postal Markings of Spain, by Theo Van 
Dam. 74 pp. 6 x Bf in. Vol. 13 of Billig's 
Hand book on Postmarks. Published by 
Fritz Billig, 168-39 Highland Avenue, 
Jamaica, New York 1143. Price $4.00 
(U.S.). 
This is probahly the mo~-r comprehensive 

book on the postal markings and cancella
tions of Spain yet published in English. The 
author uses a systematic and very convenient 
method of classifying the wide range of 
matters dealt with. He uses three main 
groupings: 
{a.) town marks, under which he includes 

pre-stamp marks, numbered and mute 
obliterarors, and the modern types of 
town/date cancellations as well as rural 
and branch offices; 

(h ) markings used for railway stat ions, 
ships and air mail, and tranlling post 
offices; 

(c) various miscellaneous groups of admin
istrati,·e marks, such as go,·crnment 
<lcpanment franks, registration, pastage 
due, second, third and fourth class mail, 
fiscal and telegra ph cancellations, and 
foreign post marks on Spanish mail. For 
special commemorative postmarks the 
reader is referred to other publications. 
Considerable derail is given under each 
type of mark. 

The book is a mine of valuable informa
tion and is to be recommended for the 
spccialb-r in this field. 

There are, however, a few minor sources 
of irritation. For instance, the book could 
have been greatly improved by closer 
attention to spelling. For example, Paquebor 
is innriably spelt "Paqueboat" c\·en when 
quoting the title page of a book in which 
it is correctly spelt. 

The title page lists "Part I General Classi
tication" and the reader cannot tell whether 
there is to be a subsequent ,·olume or 
w hether the author omitted similar "Part" 
headings later in th e book. 

- A.l •. S. 

The Papua 1111d New Guinea Stamp Cata
logue. First Edition, 1966. 48 pp. 3 x H in. 
Published by Review Publications Pty. 
Ltd., Sterling Street, Dubbo, N.S.vV. 
Price 25c. 

Decimal Stamps of Australasia, First Edi
tion, 1966. 24 pp. 3 x H in . Published by 
Review Publications Pry. Ltd., Sterling 
Street, Dubbo, N.S.vV. Price 25c. 
These two new pocket-size catalogues 

mark a new departure in Australian phila
telic publications. 

The first is a simplified catalogue of the 
scamps of New Britain, North-,Vcst Pacific 
Island•;, New Guinea, Papua, and Papua
New Guinea. 

The publishers arc right up to the minute 
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\\'ith the seco nd publicat io n, \\' hich lists and 
prices th e dec imal stamps issued on Fehnrnrv 
1-f. 

JJ/.1i/a:e/ic News fro111 l'ap11,1 a11d Nc·i~ 
G11i11ea. No. I of 1966. 8 pp. 6 ~ x 8J in. 
Published by the Philate lic Burea u, C.P.O., 
Port ,\l oresby, T.P.N.G . Gratis. 
Papua and New G uinea collectors arc 

being intelligently looked afrer by th 2 
autho rities there and this publication is 
denJted to th e Folk Lore Issue release d 011 

8 June. 
Ir explains the stor i ~ s represented hy the 

designs and tells someth ing of the designer. 
The full write-up details gi1·en wi ll he 
11·idclv 11·elcomcd, and it wo uld he useful tu 
add the number of rows to the sheet 1n 
future. 

D etai ls of the pictorial postmarks at 
Territorv Shows add ro the usefulness of a 
lmllctin 'which will certai nl y cieYelop . 

Priced Catalogue of Postal Stationery of t/.ic 
I Vorld , 1966. First Fdi t ion . Section 2 
Bad _n to Bushire. 5 l x 8l in . Fdired h~ · 

Ldwarcl Fladung. Published by Higgins 
and Gage, Inc., 2J No. Santa Anita, 
Pasadena, Ca lifornia. Price $3.00 (U.S. ; . 
Secriu n l of this work, w hic h aims at pro-

1·iding a comprehensil·e and up-tu-date 
cata logue of the world"s postal sta tionery 
\\'as rc1·iewed in P from A, for September 
last (p. 75) . The same sta ndard of care is 
c1·idcnt in this sect ion and all interested in 
this spec ialty w ill look forward to t he part 
dealing w ith their particular fi eld . 

It is a loose-leaf production. 

T/.i e Amtraliirn Depe11de11cies Stam/> Cat11-
log11e. Seco nd Edition, 1966. 28 pp. H x 
8! in. Published hy Rev iew Publications, 
Ltd., Sterling Street, Dubbo, N.S.\Y. 
Price, 50 cents. 
This edition differs markedl y from the 

first editio n in 196.f . ft now cm·e rs only t he 
present depend enc ies; A ustra lian A ntarctic 
l"errirory, Chr istmas Island, Cocos Islands, 
~orfolk Island, Nauru, and Papua-New 
Guinea, from 1952, but all li stings have 
hcen brought up tu date, including t he 
decimal stamps \\' here issued. 

EDITORIAL NOTES 

Cioldeu Jubilee o/ J\!Jcmben/.iip 
. \Ir :\. IL Layton last month completed 

his hal f-cenrnry o f membership of the 
Royal Philatelic Soc iety of Victoria. I le 
was elected on 18 ,\!av 19 16. 

The president ( .\1 r. C. G. SkewesJ made 
refere nce to the occasion at the appropr iate 
meet ing. 

The society now ha;, three members w ho 
ha 1·e been w ith it for more than ;o yea rs. 
The others arc : .\Ir\\ ' . Orchard, of Hobart. 
who was elected in December 1903 and w ho 
has been a member of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of New Zealand since its founding 
year, 1889, and Mr C. G. C. Hodgki nson, 
17 September 19H. 

lV'.S.V. Library 
The fo llowi ng have been added to the 

library as a result of exc hange: 
Bound 1·olumes "British Philatelist", \ ' ols. 

I - 28, completing the run. 
Most missing numbers " Philatelic .\d -

1·iscr," Vols 9 - 17. 

.\lost missing numbers, "The Philate list'', 
\'ols. I - 8 . 
Th ~ missing numbers, "The \Vest End 

Phil ate list ," completing volumes 42 - 54. 
" Phil atelic Congress of Great Britain Year 

Books," 1953, 19H, 1958, 1959, 1961, 1962, 
196.f. 

The Librarirn (.\fr R . Ll oyd-Smith ) has 
donated the complete run, Volumes I - 3, 
·The Hol y Land and .\lidclle East Philatelic 
.\f agazine," 195 7 - 9. 

New Z eala11d Ki11g George VI : 
Plate 1 Officinl 

,\Lr R. D. Sa muel reports, in the May issue 
of the New Zealand Stamp Collector, the 
sa le in C hristch urch of a Plate Number 
hl ock of the New Zealand i d Green King 
George V I, Plate I, overprinted "Official ". 

Plate I printings were not previously 
known overprint and the find is there
fore an addition to the list of Plate Numbers 
of the issue in Pbil11tely fro111 Australia 
(December 1965, p. 9 1) . 



ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA 

.\!Je111bers' Diary 
1966 
June 

• '30 Weste rn Australia; Jlostal Stntione rv and 
Frank Stamps, Mr H. Lloyd-Smith. ' 

Jul y 
11 Library and Conversation. 
2 1 Annual Meeting 

Preside ntal Display, Mr C. G. Skewcs. 
August 

8 Library and Conversation. 
18 Falkland Islands, Mr E. G. Creed. 
27 Sale by Tender. 

Septembe r 
12 Library and Conversation. 
1.5 Perkins Bacon Se lection , Mr P. Jaffe. 

Grenada 
Dr Hussell Jon es provided a display of Grenada 

nt the first March rneeting w hich was np t.l y 
described as ''distinguished". 

Opening with a selection of pre-stamp ma1·kings 
from 1786, the display centred on the lei and 6d 
of the first type, but covered the classic stamps of 
the island thoroughly. ll concluded with a s tudy 
of the shades, perforations, and printings of the 
K.G. VI JO / -. 

Hoyal Philatelic Society, London , certificate ite ms 
included January 1883 overprinted with Crown 
nilll "One Penny" and " Postage" on half of the 
Id (S.G. 29). 

The most notable ite m was th e 1876 6d deep 
vermillion, doubl e impression. 

Other varie ti es included I.cl on l 'hd 1886 
with double surcharge ( S.G. 37b) used and the 
2\i;d on 8d 1891 with inverted surcharge ( S.G. 
47h) and with trebl e surch arge ( S.G. 47e). 

Even more interesting was the ld Postage and 
Revenue overprints, 1890, with both surch arges 
inverted in pair, and th e uS HLLITNC" e rror of 
the Shilling d eep mauve. 

Notab le in the later issues were the range of 
V\far Tax varieties. 

Fiji 
Hev A. H. Tippe tt was to have displayed Fiji 

at the second March meeting but was overseas and 
Mr John Gartner fill ed the gap with a selecti on from 
his collection. 

rt was n display which conveyed the varied 
attrnctions of Fiji as a country, from the first 
issue, the type-set Fiji Times E•1>ress to th e eye
catching Cake Fair stamps. 

The re was a nice selection of the genuine issues 
and a11 three irnitations were shown jn full sheets. 

A comprehensive study of the various V.H. over
prints with many varieties and some full panes, 
.incJuded rnnny rarities. 

Ite ms noted included the 2d. on 6d. 1875 with 
overprint double, the 4d. on 3d. 1877 imperf. and 
iff1pe rf. between and the 4d. on 2d. dull mauve, 
Type B, 1888. 

War Stamps included a full strip of 12 of the 
ld. 1916,J 9 bright scarlet, with misplaced over
print, the last s tamp being without overprint and 
inverted overprin ts on both 1hd . and ld . valuPs. 

T he rare~t postage due, ld . January l917, wus 
shown both mint and on cover, and finally , the 
Cake Fair scarlet on yellow wns shown in t<.'tl'
ht>che pair . 

Victorin " Q11ee 11 on Tbronc" 
Mr J. H. W. Purves displayed Victoria's " Quee n 

on Coronation Chair" stamps at the May meeting. 
These were the 2d. engraved stamp of Thomas 

Ham of 1852, the Lithographs of Campbell and 
Co., of 1853, and of Campbell and F e rgusson of 
tht• following yenr; the 1 d. green llc rkins Bacon 
Lmpcrf. of .1856 and the 6d. blue Perkins Bacon 
roul e tted , of 1859. 

Mr Purves showed proofs of a New South Wales 
essay of Pe rkins Ba.con which predate d th e Vic
torian issue, and to which the Victorian design 
owed somet hing. It was, he said, one of the most 
beautiful and original designs on stamps. The 
display showed the superb engraving and beauty o f 
th e colors enduring after approximately 110 yea rs. 

Featured on the cHsplay were the re-entries, 
which Mr Purves had assjgned to their posHion on 
the plates. Other items included two unofficially 
roul e tted copies of the lei . and a copy of the 6cl., 
impcrforate, and with the "Cancell ed" markings, 
supplied to Sir Pearson Hill by Perkins Bacon. 

Highlights of the locall y-produced 2d. were re
constructed plates of 50 o.f various types and 
printings, nnd a proof sheet of the 2d. engraved, 
lacking on ly a corner pair, hut sh ow ing tlu_. 
imprint. 

The re were stamps showing creased transfers 
from vn-Tious stones, and a selection of the so
cnlled e rrors of transfer , i11;cluding a pair once 
owned by David Hill, first president of the society 
and n pioneer student of the stamps of his Stnte. 
Thert' was also a roul etted 2d. 

Palestine 
At the April meeting Mr G. T. Houston gave a 

display of the stamps and postal stationary of tlw 
British Mnndnte of Palestine and its forerunners. 

Numerous items were shown of Turkish stamps 
used in the Holy Land as well ns n good represen
taUon of L evant stamps issued by European powers 
enjoying special privileges in the Turkish Empil'l· 
under the so-called system of capitulations and 
maintafrling their own post offices in the H oly 
Land. 

Hare Turkish s trikes seen we re the " Boxed 
Town marks" of Jaffa, Je rusalem ( "Koods" - The 
Holy), Nablous and Acre, the tri-lingual seals of 
the Jewish Quarte r•s post office of Jerusalem , and 
the Turkish Field Post markings of the Ge rman 
High Command in Je rusal e m in 1917. 

Among the European Levant markings the best 
were Jaffa and Jerusalem strikes on AustJ· ian 
Lombardy, and the "Boxed Jaffa' mark in Fre nch 
on Russian L evant stamps. 

T h e British Mandate display was highlighted by 
the rarest stamp of that period, the 9 Piastres S.G.13 
with the part embossing due to plate damage, as 
described in Robson Lowe's Encyclopaedia , and 
three n1int copies of another 9 Piastres stamp, 
S.G.82a. 



THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC 
CLUB 

Australia 
At the first me ting in Ma rch , Mr Char les 

Ashworth-Sprcat presented a displ ay of Pro min ent 
Comm onwealth Va ri e ties. Mr Sprca t cove red a 
considernhl c a mount of g round with his displ ay. 

The fi rs t sheets viewed cove red B.0 .A.C. Crash 
Covers of 1954 a t Kallan g, Singapore, a nd a nice 
cove r of the " City of Kha rto um " e pisodC' a t 
Al exandri a , Egypt in 193 6 . 

Jn a section cove rin g early n. ir m a.i1 s, w as a 
London to Windsor cover da ted 9 September 1911 
- this be in g a firs t U .K. a ir majl ite m . Anothe r 
first nfr ma il w as a M. Guill au x, Melbourn e to 
Sydn ey, 1914 . Both these it ems we re in excell ent 
condit ion . 

An interesting ite m was a sheet showing Co m
monwealth C. of A. high values, ove rp1;nted 
SPEC IMEN, in blocks of four . 

The one penny and s ix penny e ngraved issues of 
1913 • L4 were sh own compl e te in pl a te numbe r 
bl oc k, . 

Mr SpreH l also showed the crocked l'l ec tro 
varie ty in the 1hd . Green, Geo. V H ea d iss ue. Th P 
.. Line throu gh Fourpe nce" varie ty w as seen in hoth 
oran ge and viol e t in the 4d. va luP and a forgery 
nf this va rie ty was also sh own in th e- viole t colo ur. 

A cancell ed to order imprint block of the 4 \1,d . 
viole t, Die 2 , was sta ted to be one of the onl y 
two known in this condition . 1 mprint blocks of 8 of 
the 4d . blue we re seen and one o f these w as noted 
to b e with inve rted w mk . 

France 
Mrs. P . M . C . Hock, F .R .P .S . L., ch armed us w ith 

a display o f "Fran ce'' on 29 March . 
Most membe rs h ad heen fortunate lo see some of 

Mrs Rock's coll ection of this country previously 
and the depth of h e r knowledge a nd research of th l~ 
<.; 11hject had become more appa rent at each v iewing. 

On this occas ion sh e gave some history of tlw 
·'Ce res" design , used in the first issues. V.le learn ed 
th at Ce res was one of the 12 Gods of Ol ympus -
known to the Greeks as D em ete r and to thP 
Hom ans as Ceres. Ceres wns the d a ughter of K1·on os 
and Rhen and th e siste r of Ze us. She w as tlw 
Goddess of Agriculture. Mrs Rock p<>inted out th a t 
the des ign appealed as a pe rfect sy mbol for thl' 
country , whi ch , at the time, was so mn ch in need 
of peace and pros1Jerity . 

The displ ay cove red stamps issu ed to 1876 . Pl a t<' 
proo fs and colour trials of the 1849, 1853 a nd 1863 
issues we re seen nnd reconstruc ted p a nes of the 
:30c., 40c. and 80 e. Bordeaux issu es of 1870-7 1, 
with d etailed dra win gs of the va ri ous pl a tl' 
\ '1tri eti cs of each va h1 e. 

Covers from 1849 to 1853 illustra ted the different 
types of ca ncell ati ons used du ring th a t pe ri od . 
Exampl es of the smnll , medium and 'G rand <-"' 
cach ets were seen. Various roll er cancels wc• rf> pre
Sl'nted and this group cove red the 'S ta rs', tlw 
Grill ( used in Rome), P a ris Suh-s tations, Suh· 
stations of cities other th an Pa ris and other Pm·is 
can cellations. The Hailroacl cancels were (•xccllent 
an d ii profusion of Maritinw marks, :Military post
marks, sm all n11m C"rnl s ptc., e tc .1 WC' r C' mu ch 
Pnjoyecl . 

In the section covering F re nch Post Offices 
Abroad , we saw a Hcunion cancella tion on the 5Fr. 
clatfld 1 .5 77 and cn ncf'll ati ons effPcte<l a t vfl rimis 

.'i l 

cities in Egy pt , Turkey, Sp a in , Sy ri a, Algeri a and 
Swit zerlnnd . Notnble was a te te-beche pai r u sed a t 
O ran, Algeri a . 

A coverage of this displ ay would not be com
ple te without mention ing a cover , p ostma rked at 
Pa ri <; on 21.5.51 b y a co ntinuous or roll er grill , 
and s igned by E . Die na. 

Piji 
Our meeting on 12 Ap r il drew a goo d a ttend

an ce to view the displ ay of Fiji by Col. F. V . 
Thompson , F.R.P .S .L . 

TI1e cUspl ay ope ned w ith some infonnation on 
the C'Vcnts whi ch led to the first issu es being made. 
W e saw essays of the 5/ - value, die proofs of the 
:1 d . value whi ch was used as an essay for the new 
die o f the 2 1~d . value. 

The 1871, Fiji T imes issue of ld ., 3 d ., 6cl., 
roul e tted , on la id hatonne p a pe r was sh own and 
the first imita tions of these issues we re also table d 
for our viewing . 

A page of the Spiro forgeries uf stamps and 
ca ncell ations w as m ost inforrna ti ve. 

The v1uio us issu es from 1874 to G eorge VI 
were seen in a re m arkabl e degree of comple te ness, 
these cove ring all the overprin ts, perforations and 
'arieties in the overprints, examples of won1 plate 
printings , th e 18 81-1890 1 /- value mint and used , 
and th e 1882 .5/- value mint and used. 

A s trip of 4 p ostm arked Lcvuka 3 D ec 85, 
was noticed a nd a regis te red cover Suva 1894 
was a gem. 

George V and George VI issues were comple tely 
eove rcd , man y of the values be ing shown \vith pl a te 
n11111h l' rs and imprint blocks . 

M alta 
Mrs P. Turnbull , of Melbourne, visited us on 10 

Ma y to show , by in vi ta ti on , h e r collection of 
" Malta". 

Mrs Turnbull o pened h er display with early 
le tte rs of th e Kni ghts of St John and in c luded the 
second Parlies t le tter known (ela ted 1614) . The 
fourth earli es t, da ted 1623, with a Maltese Cross 
wa fe r seal, was also shown and this w as foll ow ed 
hy a 1630 l etter a lso with wa fe r seal. 

A 1655 L eave P ass with the rare p o rt ra it seal 
of the Grand Mas ter de L asca ris wns flJ>preciated 
HO\ a lso w e re a numbe r of e ntries showing 
Ma rseille/ De Malthe (each line s tnick sep a rately ), 
the same postmark struck in on e hands tamp, a 
lette r writte n by the n avigator D ' Entrecas tcaux in 
177 4 and two rare Malta Ship L e tters. 

Othe r ite ms of p a rtic ul ar interes t were the 
colony's first arc ty pe hands tru11ps w ith and with
out Pa id, s traight lin e Malta Post Pa ir and 
Malta Post Office, Malta Boite Mobil e e tc . 

rvfrs Turnbull a lso show ed s ta mps a nd covers 
w ith the B1ilish P os t Office .flrst " M" cancel. 
The used nhrond items featured some very ra rC' 
plate nu rn bers and fo1wa rcling agents' cache ts. 

The 1860 ha lfpe nny yellows op ened w:ith a fine 
pl a te proof bl ock of 4, 2 mint copi es of S .G . l , plus 
one on cove r nnd one w ith the HM" can cel. L a ter 
pri ntingo; of lhe type incl uded m any scarcf' ela ted 
copies and cove rs. 

T lw .5/- value with inverted wa te rmark was seen 
and one of the 5 known copies of the farthin g, 
red -b rown , S.G .36, impe rf . h rought the display to 
ii dPlightfnl con clusion. 



PI-llLA1EU ' FRO.\/ AUSTRALIA 

peare commemoratives -
;)cl. , 6d., 1/3, J / 6 nnd 
216 values - showing 
the Qneen, Shnkespearc, 
l\omeo and Juliet and 
He nry V, pins the special 
'\ouvcnir miniature STAMP 

.\1.nu>t lo house nil of 
the British nnd Empire 
Shnkesponre stnmps, will 
he sen t ABSOLUTELY 
l' H EE to nil genuine np
plicnnt11 for our fnmous 
Bnnnnzn Pe nny Boxes. 
These boxes contain over 
I 0,000 choice stamps, rich 
in modern lnrge pictorials nnd elusive early issues. 

Simply pick where l'ou like nt A PE NY A STAMP. 

1-:ASTR l~GTO~. GOO LE, ENGi ,A D 

AUSTRAUA'S L[ADING AUCTIONS 
Sydney Stamp Auctions Ply Ltd is the large« 
organisation of its kind in th e Sou thern 
Hemisphere. 

'Ve sell more stomps - 111orc lols - thau 
any other Philatelic 1\11c tion so 11t/1 of Ili c 
Eqtwtor. 

AN AUCTION SALE EVERY 
FORTNIGHT 

No serious collector, wholesaler or dealer 
can afford to he without onr Cntalogues . 
Buying at our Auctions is the hest way to 
build your collection or to replenish stock,. 

SYDNEY STAMP AUCTIONS 
PTY. LTD. 

H. JACKSON, Licensed Auctioneer, ~I.A . A. 

SECOND FLOOR, L79 ELIZABETH 
STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Box 1706, G.P.O., Sydney Tel. MA 607,l 

Tbe Postage Stamps of tbe Commo11·we11lth of Australia 

CUMUlATIVE INDEX OF SOURCE MATERIAl 
BY W. M. I--JOLBEACH, F.R.P.S.L. 

An ex haustive, easi ly-followed index of material on Commonwea lth 
Stamps, beginning in 1900, puhlishcd in 
The Australian Philatelist The Australian Stamp j ournal 
The Australian (and Victorian) The Australian Stamp Montbly 

Philatelic Record 

This long-awaited work is indispensable to Commonwealth collectors 

110 pages $3.50 (Aust.) 30s. (Stg.) $5 

Available from the Publisbers: 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Box 222, G.P.O ., Melbourne, or 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 15 Guildford Lane, Melbourne 

(\') 
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AUSTRALIAN 111 

STAMP AUCTIONS 
Estnhllshecl 193 1 

A Stamp Auction 

For Stnm1> Collectors 

Every Two \.\7eck!I 

A lot for e ,·crybody 

Cntnlogue Subscription: 5s. per yenr 

Collections wan!ed from anywhere in the 
World-.C50 to .C50,000 

World-wide Clientele 

Australian Stamp Auctions 

M APPIN & C:URRAN 
(PHILATELISTS ) PTY LIMITED 

SuoP 30 

268 Flinders Street 
Melbourne, Australi a 

l'hmw: f!3 6376 Cnbles: " Mncstamps" 

SOME SPECIAL OFFERS ! 
A11.,t. C / wealt/1: x5cl . green Queen Eliza
hcth impe1f. hehveen mint hlock.'l of twelve 
showing the> rare- J>Iatc No. 1 and Pl. No. 2, 
$200. One set only nvnilnhle. W c"t" m Aust.: 
xSG.209 mint pnir $30 . A ust. C / wealt/1: 
pair 3 cl . Kangnroo and lei. reel K. Geo. V 
used on piece p.m. "English Mai l TPO" 
scn rce S 12.50 ; do. strip of three 6cl. Roo, 
Isl wmk.p.m. likewise £ 12 .50. Aust. 
C / wenlth : SG .. 5, 11 and 19 (the scarce 6cl . 
Kooka. l 9.14 ) used on pit·cp p.m. "Postt• 
Hestantc-Pcrth-'V""t. Aust " $20 . Fiii: xl940 
Postage Dues 8v $2.75; xdo. mjnt hl ocks of 
four $ 11 ; used set $4.25. Victoria: xl897 
Charity 2v. $' J , used £ 12.25; xl900 Chn.ri ty 
2v. $ 16, used $ 18. Vic.: Travelli ng Pos t 
Office postcards, variot.L'\ , $2 each. Vic .: 
xl 890 \.Vm . Boyd loca l messenger post , 
~frlbounw's only " Local Pos t" $50 . Vic.: 
t I King Edward V I I issu<'s. 4 10 perf. OS 
S 14 ea.; x4 l l do. $2.5 m. Vic.: £.5 Q. Vic. 
SG.F I 9b $.50 ; £7 Q. Vic. SG294 $9; £9 do. 
296 $9.50 ; .ClO do. No. 273 $1 4 ca. Sec us 
for most o tlwr Vic. Postal Fiscals e tc. Nortl1 
IVPst Paci fi c Island.<: xSG.96 cpl. pane of 
:) () showing ABC settings ancl (No. 28) 
" Brok(' n framl'" variety $-V) . 

'Service th at Satisfies ' from ... 

A R NOLD, WHEELER & CO. 
49.5 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 
I.lox 4566, G.P.O. Phone 62 4913 

THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Hy J. R. \\ '. Pun·cs, F.1cP.s.1 .. , 11.11.P. 

Poster / History of Port Pbillip District 
T/.J e " E111ble111s" of' Victorin 
Tb e· Postnge Dues of Victoria 

PUBLICA TIO:\'S 

Victorin: "Butterfly" nnd "Bnrred Oval" Ca11cellntio11s 18\0-H 
Victorin: Tbe "Bnrred N11111errrl" Cn11cellntiom /8)6-19/ 'J. 
Victoria: Tbe " l?egistered" n11d "Too Lnte" Stnmps 18J.l-H' 
Victorin: 1901-12 lsme ( T be Jd., -id., n11d Sd. Values) 
Victorin: Tbe V Oi•er Crown TVntennnr/.:s 

Post111nr/.:s of Britisb New Guinen <111d Pnpun to 19-IZ, H amilton Croaker 
Tbe Poster/ History of New G11iuen fro711 1888 to 1942, John 1-1 . Powe ll , l'.R.P.s. 1 .. 

T/.i e Poster/ Histor y of Bnrrr/.:0111n Airfield, Rei· .-.\ . 1-1 . Voyce 
Tns111n11in: Tbe l'ostnl History n11d Post er/ .Hnr/.:i11gs, H . . \ i. Campbell, F.R. P.S.L., J. R. 

\ V. Purves, F.R.P.s.1,,, L. C. Viney, F.R.P.s.1 .. 

New Soutl.i 1 V cries N11 111ernl Cn11cellntin11s, Alan G . Brmrn and ~I. .\I. Campbell , 
F.R. P.S.L . 

C7111111lnth:c 111dex: C0111111nm~l\1/t/J of ,-1ustrali.i, "'·· .\'1. Holheac h, F.R.P.s .1 .. 

Postage Fxrra in all Cases 

JOHN GARTNER at THE HAWTHORN PRESS 
15 GUILDFORD LANE, .\IELilOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

(\'i) 

$2.25 
$6.50 
$6.50 
$2 .50 

$10.50 
SI 0.50 
SJ.OO 
$ 1.00 

$1.00 
$2.00 
$1.00 

$10,50 

$5.00 
S3.50 
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PHILATELIC HANDBOOKS 
THE COLLECTORS' CLUB OF NEW YORK 

22 East 35th Street, New York 16, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Publisbed Under the Auspices of tbe 

Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publication Fund 
No. I UNITED STATES. 24c A IR MAIL INVERTED CENTRE OF 1918 U.S. 

By Henry M. Goodkind 32 pages : 9 illus. $1.00 
No. 2 CORRIENTES. THE ISSUES FROM 1856-80 

by Louis Stich B+ pages : 20 illus. $2.00 
No. 3 VENEZUELA. THE EARLY STAMPS 

By C. W. Wickersham 168 pages : 225 illus. $3.95 
No. 5 UNITED STATES. R.F. OVERPRINTS ON AIRMAIL 

By Henry M. Goodkind 64 pages : 75 illus. $2.00 
No. 6 AUSTRIA. HANDBOOK OF PRE-STAMP POSTMARKS 

By Edwin Mueller 200 pages : 800 illus. $12.50 
No. 7 UNITED STATES. THE TEN CENTS STAMPS OF 1855-59 

By Mortimer L. Neinken 252 pages : 530 illus $10.00 
No. 8 ROBERT MORRIS, POSTMASTER OF NEW YORK 

By Winthrop S. Boggs 206 pages : 24 plates $25.00 
No. 9 CUMULATIVE INDEX, COLLECTORS' CLUB PHILATELIST 

Vols. 1-39 incl. ( 1922-60) $2.00. Vols. 30-39 only (1951-60) $1.00 
No. 10 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. SPECIAL POSTAL ROUTES 

By Lawrence L. Shenfield I 12 pages 88 illus. $10.00 

VICTORIA 
An "old" Country with a new interest 

VICTORIA: THE "BARRED 
NUMERAL" CANCELLATIONS 

1856 -1912 
and the Post Offices that used them 

hy J. R. w. PURVES, F.H.P.S.L. 

Published by the Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria 
2 11 pp. : 11" x Sr' : 11 full -page plates : green cloth, gold-lettered 
$10.50; £4. I 0.0 sterling; $13.50 (U.S., Can.). Postage extra. 

" A tremendous work ... splendidly organised and arranged ... 
very clearly writte11 ... tbe result of over 30 years' collecting 
and study." 

Send your order, with remittance, to : 

JOHN GARTNER 15 Guildford Lane Melbourne C 1 Victoria 

( vii ) 



THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatelic Society of Victoria, which wu founded in 189ll, and which in 1946 
had the privllege conferred upon it of the we of the prefix "ROYAL," ii a Society 
to which you, u a collector, should belong. Amongst its many advantages are: 

_. SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR
GAN: PhUately from Au.rh'alla 
Is posted free to all memben. 
_. MEETINGS held on the third 
Thunday of each month at 7.45 
p.m. In its own premises, 6 Avoca 
Street South Yarra, Melbourne, 
SEl. 

.. EXCHANGE BOOKS circulate 
regularly within Australia to in
terested memben. 
_. SALE BY TENDER BRANCH 
enables members to buy and sell 
stamps not considered suitable by the vendor 
for exchange sheets. Postal bids accepted from 
members for any item. 
.. COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY is open to 
members on Meeting Nights or by arrange
ment with the Librarian. Library Catalogues 
are sent to all members. 
iC CURRENT FILES of the leading oveneu 
philatelic joumall printed in Engllah are 
available on the tables at the Society's roolJll. 

.. QUARTZ LAMP Ir MICRO
SCOPE and a Reference Forgery 
Collection are available. 

_. MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Ithu 
always been Society policy to ob
tain the best available collection 
for display at Society monthly 
meetings, Lectures and Diseu1-
sions by leading Phllatellats en
able members to improve their 
phllatelic knowledge. 

_. PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
This Society includes experts on 

almost all branches of Philately, wh111e advice 
iJ always available. 

.. THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee: $10.50; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolitan Members, .6.30; Countty and 
Interstate Members, .3.00. 

.. ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD be 
directed to G. A. 1'. EVANS (Hoo. Sec.), Bos 
222, G.P.O., Melbourne, Cl. 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

_. OFFICIAL ORGAN: Phllatel11 
from Au.rtralla is available to mem
ben at special subscription rate. 
.. MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meets at 8.00 p.m. on the 2nd and 5th 
Tuesdays of each month in the No. ll 
Hall, 7th Floor, G.U.O.O.F. Building, 
1•9 Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 
.. EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
are entitled to receive the Ezchange 
Books which circulate regularly 
within A111tralia. 

.. LIBRARY: A library, oompriaing over 1000 
volumes, II available for we of members by 
arrangement with the Librarian. Periodical 
supplements to the Library Catalogue are llsued 
to memben. 

.. MONTIILY DISPLAYS: Displays 
of interesting collectlons andJhila
telfo Items are a feature the 
monthly meetings of the Club. It II 
the policy of the Club to bring to the 
memben the b111t available displays, 
while lecturlll and Dlscuuion1 help 
to further the phllatello knowledge of 
memben. The advice of memben, 
experts in most branches of philately, 
is always available when requeated. 

iC THE CLUB'S FEES are: Entrance Fee, 
.2.10; Annual Subscription due 1 July. 
Subscription U.75 per annum, payable in 
advance, for City Memben. 
Country Members, U.00 per annum. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addreued to -

R. H. MARKHAM, Hon. Secretary BOX 1751 G.P.O. SYDNEY 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 



{/Jou can
1 

I collecl ... 
• . • your favourite country (or group of countries) really successfully 
unless you include the covers, cancellations and postal stationery which 
naturally belong with the stamps. It's like collecting unsigned pictures 
if you do ... you only have half the story! 

Raise your collection into Exhibition class, make it a really specialised 
study . . . and drop a line to us for a free specimen copy of our next 
Postal History auction catalogue (always a de luxe production, with 
heavy art board covers and full-plate photographic illustrations). If you'd 
like the lightweight airmail edition the postage is 3/6. 

Sales are held every six weeks . . . you·n be surprised how interesting 
they are! 

RIGBY POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS 
LIMITED 

31 RICHMOND HILL 
BOURNEMOUTH 

ENGLAND 


