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The '1\qyal cphilatelic Society of 'Victoria 
A member of this Society recently acquired and presented to the Society what is 
believed to be the last remaining stock of complete sheets of a historic forgery, v iz. 

The Jeffrey's Forgery 
of the 

3d. "HALF-LENGTH," VICTORIA 
Made about 1890 and printed in two panes of 50 (I 0 X 5) bui lt up from a transfer 
stone of 5 horizontal impressions, this item, offered as it now is in the complete 
sheet of 50, provides a colourful and attractive piece for col lectors of forgeries, for 
collectors of Victoria and for those who like hits and pieces. (Don't we all?) This 
and other similar productions led ultimately to the forgers being corwicted at the 
Old Bailey, and to all concerned serving prison sentences. 
The whole of the proceeds of sales will go to the Society's Bui lding Fund. \Vhilc 
the limited stock lasts the complete sheet of 50 is offered, post free, for 

£2/10/-Aust. or (to U.S.A. and Canada) for $6 
Post order, witb remittance, to 

JOHN GARTNER a t TH E HAWTHORN PRESS 
15 GUILDFORD LANE, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 

The De La Rue History of 
British & Foreign Postage Stamps 

By John Easton 
Commencing with the first postage stamp printed by the firm (the Fourpence Great Britain 
of 1855) the story is carried on to the end of the century. During this period De La Rue 
printed all the surface-printed stamps of Great Britain and India, practically all the stamps 
issued for the Colonies and Empire, and engraved or printed a most interesting selection of 
~ramps for foreign countries, including the Confederate States of America, Belgium, Italy 
and Egypt. While each individual transaction is dealt with separately the actual Aow of 
orC:ers is co-ordinated, so that a true picture is given of what was happening in De La Ru e's 
factory at any given moment. T he arrangement of the book is as follows : 

PART I- INLAND REVENUE (nine cbapters) 
PART Tl- INDIA (two chapters) 
PART ll!- CROWN AGENTS (eleven chapters) 
PART IV-IMPERIAL CONTRACTS (three chapters) 
PART V- FOREIG CO TRACTS (two cbapters) 

A comprehensive index serves as a summarized history of the issues of each se parate country 
or colony. Size 9t" x. 6 l /~": 872. pages: over 500 illustrations 

Published on behalf of the Royal Philatelic Society , London by 
Faber and Faber Limited, 24 Russell Square, London, W.C.l 

Price 75s. net (postage to the Commonwealth 3/4 extra) sterling 
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A PHILATELIC DECADE 

With this number we complete our first ten years. 

Ten years, to be sure, for most things, is not a long time. For a stamp journal 
of a specialised nature, covering the one national field, it represents a lifetime. 

Enthusiasm started this journal and enthusiasm keeps it going. Take, for 
instance, our contents. Tt isn 't easy to find, all the time, sufficient contributions, 
of a sufficiently high standard, to fill our pages nor, what is more, to balance 
rhose contributions in anv one issue. vVe have, of course, endeavoured to make 
friends of al l our contributors. We like to think we give their efforts the best of 
presentation and that we introduce them to all those collectors equipped to 

appreciate their work. 

The lot of a serious journal is indeed far from easy. There is, first of a ll , 
"nothing in it" for anybody. The very best one can hope for is that it can be 
run at a modest profit-more often that it wi ll be run for the relatively srnalJ loss 
which its publishers can afford. 

ln earlier days a large proportion of our steady advertising came from impor
rant overseas firms who, purely from motives of good wilJ and not with any 
expectation of rapid profit, thought we ll enough of Australian philately and of 
its devotees to keep their firm names before them. We still have such people with 
us, a few of them. The fact that, for some years now, currency controls and 
import restrictions have effectively frustrated iocal collectors in se.arching a' road 
for the material they require has not entirely damped the spirits of these overseas 
friends of ours. Our warm thanks to them. Likewise to those constant Australian 
advertisers who have remained with us. They ha\'e had, with a Quarterlv. to ta kc 
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a long view. Advertising in this journal must, of necessity, generally be good will 
advertising but at least the journal reaches a public of sufficiently concentrated 
purchasing power to make its presence felt. Frankly, we could do with a little 
more support from local advertisers. The charges are certainly not excessive, for 
1958, and the results, as we know from experience, are often quite surprising. 

Criticism is frequently levied at us-\ve are living, don 't forget, in the age of 
criticism-for not embracing a larger field, for not having more popular articles, 
or for not catering for juniors-to name a few of our omissions. All these things, 
of course, are worth doing and otber journals do them. We have chosen a niche 
of our own and we have stuck to it. We are read by nearly all those who are 
interested in our Austra lian fields, and we are gener.a lly respected, we believe, 
here and overseas. 

There is nothing of the g lossy magazine nor the stridency of a dance band 
::ibout Philately from Australia. Our strings are muted, our music is of limited 
appeal, but that it has an appeal-and a permanent one-is shown by the ever 
widening circle of our readers. We have at times even induced collectors in this 
country, who ha ve never touched Austra liana of any kind before, to embrace it 
now, and in no case do we know of a dissatisfied customer. There is still lots of 
room in our Austra lian fields and there are sti ll not enough cows (one should 
perhaps say philatelists) grazi ng in them. 

It is sa fe to say, in the present conditions, that we shou ld survive the next ten 
years as we have done the past ten, still giving our own particular brand of service 
to Australian philately. 

We have been lucky to date in our printer, our editors, our business managers, 
and our committee. We have been lucky also to have had the constant and 
encouraging support of our publishing societies. 

It is, in the nature of things, certain that some of us wi ll, as time goes on, 
disappear from the scene hut there will he others to fill our places, i111hued with 
a similar enthusiasm and a not dissimilar outlook. 

To everyone who likes this journal well enough to advertise in it, to write 
for it, or to read it we look forward to the pleasure of your co111pany for the 
next ten years. 

J.R .W. P. 

TEN YEAR INDEX AVAILABLE 
The Cumulative Index to Philately fro777 A11Stralin, Vols. l-X, \viii be published 

a few days after this number. The 24-page brochure is a comprehensive index to 
all the niaterial published. 

A ll items regarded as of permanent va lue have been indexed and cross
referenced where this has been considered justified. Not only have articles been 
indexed, but references within articles have been included, so far as practicable. 
The index is a must for Australian or Pacific students. 

The index wi l I he a limited edition and the price is 7s. 6d. Australian ( 6s. 
sterling ), or $1.00. Order from Business Manager, Philntely {1'0777 A11Strnlin, Box 
222, G .P.O., Melbourne. 
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Couducted by ]. C. W. BROWN 

The KG. V ls. 4d. Si11gle Wmk , " Deep Turquoise" 

l'or some years Mr W. t\l. Holbeach has been 'vaging a lone campaign against 
the present manner of listing this variety. Readers of T!Je Philatelist (October 
195 7. p. 4) will have noticed that he has now succeeded in convincing Mr 
Robson Lowe (a member of the Expert Committee of the B.P.A.) that there are 
a 11umber of distinctive deeper shades in the ls. 4d., single wmk, and that it is 
not possible to say which of them is the catalogued "deep turquoise." 

\Ir Holbeach drew my attention to the problem presented by this stamp some 
time ago. My subsequent approach to the problem has perhaps not been identical 
with his, although it has led me to substantially similar conclusions. At the same 
time I do not think the note of despair evident in The Philatelist is altogether 
justified. The "deep turquoise" is certainly not an easy shade to catalogue satis
factorily, but T feel that if due regard is had to the original listing of these shades 
in Austra lia, and if the existence of certain shades intermediate in depth is 
recognised, then the present confusion can be put right. 

The Victorian Philatelic Record of November 1922 reported the "deep tur
quoise" as having been found the previous month in a part sheet at the St. Kilda 
P.O. (Victoria). Apparently up to that time collectors had not seen any shade at 
all comparable with it. It was listed by the late Mr S. Orio-Smith in his catalogue 
(the present Australia11 Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue) as "deep turquoise." 
The term "deep," as always in the catalogue listing of shades, was used compara
tively, i.e., in contrast to the generally pale, washed-out shades of this issue. 

From the Second to the Fifteenth Edition of the Catalogue (1928-1953) the 
shade was listed as being known both mint and used, and also perf. OS, used. 
Such listing clearly implied that certain stamps which did not come from the 
St. Kilda sheet were nevertheless recognised as being the listed "deep turquoise." 

In the Sixteenth Edition the listing was changed. The "deep turquoise" was 
listed as being known only unused, and the present note about the part sheet pro
cured from the St. KiJda P.O. was inserted. The implication of these two changes 
was clear. It was an assertion that only stamps coming from the St. Kilda part 
sheet could be recognised as the "deep turquoise." 

There had always been some who maintained this. The change in listing, how
ever, did nothing to resolve the difficulties that collectors and dealers were 
experiencing with the variety. In fact it rendered them more acute. 
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The Is. 4d., single wmk, remained on issue for a further five years after the 
discovery of the St. Kilda part sheet. During that time shades which can quite 
justifiably be grouped with the original "deep turquoise" undoubtedly made their 
appearance at other places. r have a specimen (perf. OS) postmarked at Port 
Adelaide, --.12.22, and Mr P. W. Simonson has a perfect mate to it (apart from 
the postmark). Mr Holbeach has several shades, some a little greener or bluer or 
deeper than others, but all belonging to this same "deep turquoise" shade group. 

All such stamps are scarce. Why should the St. Kilda sub-shade be singled 
out for honourable mention (and stiff pricing)? Why not the Port Adelaide, 
which is a little bluer and actually a little deeper? Why in fact should any sub
shade be singled out? 

The answer is of course that the St. Kilda sub-shade was the first to be n.oted 
and publicised. Vested interests were set up, and led in turn, as recounted above, 
to the laying down of the quite unphilatelic (a nd unworkable) condition that 
on ly such stamps as came from the St. Kilda part sheet could be recognised as 
being the "deep turquoise." 

A highly-priced catalogue item must be capable of definite identification. A 
dealer handling a "deep turquoise" today may have excellent grounds for believ
ing that it comes from this sheet, but can he prove it? I myself have very good 
reason for believing that the pedigree of the block of four in the Royal Collection 
is above suspicion. It really did come from that St. Kilda part sheet. But how can 
one prove that a stamp identical in shade with this block came from the same 
source? And even if one could prove it, is the shade so much different from 
certain other "deep turquoises" in this issue, and so much scarcer, as to justify 
separate and differential listing? Mr Robson Lowe would evidently be in 
agreement with Mr Holbeach that it is not, and I am of the same opinion. 

If it is decided to retain the "deep turquoise" in the next edition of the 
Austra/in11 Com111011wenltb Specinlists' Catnlogue it wou ld be necessary to restore 
the original listing, and to delete the note referring to the St. Kilda part sheet. 
The variety would be listed both mint and used, and also perf. OS used. F68 () 
could perhaps be defined as including any stamp that in shade (allowing for a 
touch of grey) and depth li es between the Langite Green (full hue 5 3) and the 
Jade Green (full hue 54) of the Wilson Colour Chart. Reference would also need 
to be made to certain shades intermediate in depth. The really deep shade can be 
preserved as a cata logue item only in some such way as the above. 

It may help to prevent confusion if it is borne in mind that nil shades in this 
issue could in theory be described as turquoise or turquoise blue. In fact, the 
very distinctive "bright blue" is practically identical with the "turquoise blue" of 
the Gibbons Colour Guide, although not so deep. The old names however, are 
useful as a means of distinction and there is nothing to be gained by changing 
them. 

Tncidentally, the small mult. wmk, pcrf. 14, issue also has its "deep turquoise" 
(hitherto uncatalogued). Mr Harry Wheeler has shown me a beautiful mint strip 
of three, as deep as anything T have seen with single wmk, but greener. Mr 
Holbeach has a mint single, not quite so green as this but just as deep. 



PHILATELY IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
By ROMNEY GIBBONS 

At 12 noon on Friday, 20 October 1911, there was unwonted animation in 
Phillip Street, Sydney, then as now the resort of the legal profession. There, in 
the King's Hall, the first competitive philatelic exhibition to be held in Australia 
had just opened its doors to the public. 

On 2 February 1959 another philatelic exhibition, the fourth to be held in 
Sydney, wi ll get under way. It may be worth while glancing at the progress that 
philately has made in New South Wales during a period of nearly half a century. 

First, some statistics. In 191 l only one society, the Sydney Philatelic Club (now 
the Royal Sydney), with a membership list a little in excess of 120, was function
ing in this State. Today there are between 20 and 30 active societies, some of 
which have membership lists which probably exceed the total number of collec
tors believed to be in existence in the whole of Australia in 1911. 

The growth, at first, was slow. ln 1928, just 30 years ago, only four societies, 
one in Newcastle and three in Sydney, were represented at the fourth (and last) 
Australian Philatelic Congress. 

Today it is hard to find a Sydney suburb without an enthusiastic body of col
lectors, and, apart from Newcastle, many country centres, such as Wollongong 
and Grafton, have their own vigorous societies. Attendances at meetings have, of 
course, grown in the same manner. Where, 40 years ago, an attendance of a dozen 
members was considered "a good roll -up," today at the larger societies, an atten
dance of less than 50 is looked at as "a poor show." Inevitably, in this change 
there will be found some loss. Meetings have become more formal and there is 
less of that camaraderie and exchange of ideas that can only be found in a small 
company sitting at a round table. 

Some .ittempt at recapturing this ea rlier atmosphere has been made by the 
Study Circles, of which the Pacific Islands Circle of the Royal Sydney Philatelic 
Club (nicknamed by the late John Hambly, one of the founders, the "Pixies") 
and the Commonwealth Specia lists' Society, whose task it is to uncover the 
secrets of our Australian issues, are noteworthy examples. If, as some think, the 
future of organized philately is in the hands of the Study Group, there is room 
for many more of these bodies in New South Wales. 

Now let us look at some of the changes in philatelic fashion that the past 50 
years have witnessed. Jn 191 l thematic collecting was not even in its infancy in 
this State-it had not been born! Ten years later "educational" co llections, as they 
were then called, began to be shown at philatelic gatherings, where they were 
viewed with good-natured toleration, not unmixed with feelings of superiority. 
Today this branch of our hobby bids fair to outstrip all others in popularity. 

During the first decade of this century the New South Wales collector was 
interested mainly in the stamps of the Australian States, of which the frequent 
changes in watermark and perforation then occurring provided the needed specu
lative incentive for their acquisition. Other British Colonials, particularly the 
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issues of King Edward VII, were popular, but "foreign" stamps were little 
regarded. The Commonwealth stamp was not yet, and when it did come it made 
but the faintest ripp le on the philatelic ocean. Later, when the Commonwealth 
"boom" took place, it was mainly Victorian collectors who led the way in un
covering the philatelic interest hidden in our stamps. 

A Melbourne visitor to Sydney in 1930 had this to say about our philatelic 
habits : "vVhat struck me chiefly about Sydney co llectors was their keenness for 
'Island ' stamps and the large number of genera l co llectors one met .... Com
monwealth, naturally, has many adherents, though not quite, I should say, to the 
same extent as in Melbourne." This is still true and, as the years pass, collectors 
in Ne\\· South Wales appear to be gro-wing more catholic in their collecting 
proclivities. Foreign stamps are becoming increasingly popular, due in part, no 
doubt, to the inftux of migrants from European countries, and such formerly 
"difficult" countries, as Manchuria, Mongolia and Tibet, all have their supporters. 

It is unfortunate that the amount of philatelic research and study carried on in 
New South vVales is hardly commensurate with the number of active col lectors 
in this State, despite the encouragement given by philatelic societies in the form 
nf annual competitions and the like. Perhaps it is largely a matter of climate; the 
out-door attractions of Sydney are not conducive to philatelic study. 

Another reason may be the present lack of philatelic literature published in this 
State. For many years Sydney was pre-eminent in this respect; The Austra/im1 
Philatelist and The Australian Stamp Journal with lives of 30 and 40 years, res
pectively, have preserved many valuable records that lllay be needed in the future , 
but increasingly heavy costs (and the reluctance of coll ectors to support philatelic 
lirerature) have brought this vigorous publishing period to an end-let us hope 
only for the tillle being. 

Fimll)'• a fe\\' words about the "sources of supply ." Ne\\' South Wales is well 
served with stamp dealers, not. only in Sydney, but in several country tO\\ 'ns. lf 
rhe old-time dealer, who was lllore than half a collector, has gone for good, it is 
because the leisurely business methods of hal f a century ago are no longer suitable 
in the atolllic age. "Stamp Alley," by which name the Royal Arcade in Sydney 
is known to philatelists, remains the place where dealers and collectors most do 
congregate. 

One feature of the stamp trade in Sydney that has come into prominence 
during the past decade has been the estab li shment of stamp auctions on a firm 
basis. Collectors have now a much more accurate guide to values than they had in 
the past, as well as a ready market for any philatelic material. 

As already mentioned, three important philatelic exhibitions have already been 
held in Sydney, the first in 1911, the second in 193 2 at the height of the depres
sion, and the third in 1938 as part of the State's sesquicentenary celebrations. The 
writer has been present at each and hopes to meet many of his friends at next 
vear's function. Sydney has much to offer the philatelic visitor, who may study 
i:he "White" collection of the Austra lian States, housed in the Public Librarv, or 
spend hours among the "Vickery" collection of British Colonials at the Aust1:alian 
Museum; he, or she, will be most heartily welcomed. 



2d. GEO. V DIE 1-AN INTERIM REPORT 

By GORDON WA RD, M.D. 

There were at least seventeen plates made from Die I and, some while ago, l 
ras hly emba rked upon an attempt to obtain the top right co rner of the right 
pane of each plate. Fourteen different exampl es have been obtained and it has 
heen possi ble to build on these until seven pl ates have been completed toge ther 
with considerable portions of others. Whether the task w ill ever be fini shed time 
alone can show hut, in the mea ntime, this attempt to present the picture which 
they make may, one hopes, he of assistance to others. 

Because numbering or lette ring might seem to place these plates in order of 
issue or in order of manufacture each plate was given a personal name and these 
have been incorporated in the summary below because their usefulness is not 
finished. It should eventuall y be possibl e to show the dates of usage of each plate 
so certainly that it will he poss ible to pl ace them in order of issue, and this study 
has already progressed some way in the case of plates of which many stamps can 
be identifi ed. The 16 or 17 pl ates in question fall into fa irly we ll -defined groups. 

Group I: Two plates (Kilfoy le and v\'atts) w hich are the only two from 
which copies dated in 1920 can be fo und. Both occur in the orange-brown shade 
and both were reprinted in red. Full sheets o f both have been seen. 

Group fl : Four plates w hose c harac teristic is that they are found only in 
orange, not o range-brow n, shades and never in red or brown. These plates a re 
Sol us and Sheargold w hich seem to occur ea rl y in I 92 I, and Birmingham and 
Rmenblum's Plate 7 w hich seem to occur a littl e later. 

Group Ill: Plates Davis and Davidson-McNess w hich resemble Group l in that 
they occur in orange-brown and later in red. They are dated, however, mostly 
in 1922 and in any case long after Group I. l t seems that Pl ate Exe may belong 
here. It agrees in colours and dates. 

Group JV: Plates Ward, Wheeler, Rccut and First Brow n. These never occur 
in orange and the red which is their normal shade never has the deep richness of 
the next group. The dates are in th e second half of 1922 and the first half of 1923 . 

Gro11 p V: Plates I 3, Rutter, Second Brow n, and one other. None of these are 
ever dated earlier than I 92 3. The,r occur in deep red. 

Group V /: Two plates printed from in brown. They are mentioned above, 
havi ng already been included in previous groups. 

It is sometimes said that these plates were printed from electros, and that the 
clectros were made from groups of cliches clamped together. This is Rosenblum 's 
opinion and he also says that certai n indi vidual c li ches, e g., that with the Aaw 
"TWC," were used in more than one elect ro. It has not been po:;sible to ve ri f: · 
t hese opinions. The multitude of compartment lines and other s i~·ns sho\\' thar 
t hese plates \\'ere laid do\\'n wi th a transfer roller. The case of Pl ate \V:i rr .; i-; , 
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as I see it, conclusive. The ninth horizontal row in both panes appears more 
deeply coloured than others, both in orange and red. This can only mean that 
the impressions in this row were rather less deeply impressed than those in other 
rows. There would result less white and more colour in the prints. This could 
hardly have happened if this row was made up of cliches chosen at random. It 
could well happen with a transfer roller operated from side to side of the plate. 

Granted that the basis was a metal plate laid down with a roller, it would 
still be possible to use it for making electros, especially if it was of soft metal. 
Did this happen? Official information says "there is unfortunately no information 
on record concerning the method adopted for the preparation of the printing 
plates." We must deduce the answer from the stamps themselves, but I cannot 
provide it. No-one seems to have laid down any definite signs by which one 
may identify an electro printing. 

The most interesting item discovered in searching through some thousands of 
these stamps was not from any of the above plates. It was a cut-out from a 
wrapper with a 2d. orange stamp upon which were imposed the letters 0 S in 
white-all being printed from one die. This sort of thing has been seen on the 
ld. value, and perhaps on others, but is evidently rare and little known. 

Brief Notes on Plate 

1. (Kilfoyle) Whole sheet collected. Perf. guide hole top right (2 sheets). 
R. gives the date of issue as "September 1920" but I have seen no earlier date 
than 7 .10.20, in orange-brown. Few, if any, orange copies issued after 1920. Re
issue in pale red early 1922, most copies being postmarked about the middle of 
1922. Scratch or cut through right numeral shield and frame on R.50. Prominent 
"tache" running N.E. from lowest right wattle flower on L.58. Thin scratch, 
difficult to spot, across value, sloping to right, on R.24. 

2. (Watts) Two sheets seen. Perf. guide hole top right (2 sheets). Issue and 
re-issue in red as last, but this is possibly a little earlier for there are fewer copies 
dated in 1921. White vertical "tache" lower left side on L.20-by "tache" I mean 
an irregular or some·what indistinct linear mark like a touch with a paint brush. 
The cross on crown is deeply undercut on the left on L.34. On L.57 the area in 
front of the roo, in the lower part, is often indistinct and less coloured than 
normal. This latter shows small faults in top right frame, on both inner and 
outer sides. R.29 has a broken frame behind roo's shoulder. R.58 shows the well
known "TWC" Aaw. 

3. (Solus) Only six stamps seen, 3 by 2 from top right corner of sheet. Dated 
copies in first half of 1921. R.5 has a fine curved compartment line stretching 
from crown and curving down slightly to R. corner. Known only in orange. 

4. (Sheargold) Six stamps only. Top right corner of R. pane, 2 by 3. Perf. 
guide hole top right. Used copies too few for comment but probably as last. 
Orange only. 

5. (Birmingham) Right pane and 26 stamps of left pane seen. Perf. guide hole 
top left. Orange only. Dates of use July 1921 to January 1922. Double spot Aaw on 
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right of left wattles on L.1. "U" of A USTRAUA has an extra serif on the right 
on L.7. Square white spot under serif of "L" on R.6. "AUSTRAZTA" on R.49. 

6. ("Seven," Rosenblum) l have not the top right corner of right pane for 
this plate hut R. says that the fifth stamp has the "L" Aaw (illustrated) and this 
occurs on no other plate of mine. If someone has this Aaw with the stamp to the 
right of it I shou ld be glad to knO\v whether this (R.6) shows any compartment 
lines or other variety. I assign to this plate, not without reason (which falls short 
of certainty), the "GE" joined Aaw on R.36, the blunt spear-headed " l" on R.30 
and the "U" with bulge or extra serif on left on R.5 5. Used copies as last. Perf. 
guide hole bottom right. Orange only. 

7. (Davis) Two sheets collected. Perf. guide hole bottom left. Dated copies 
April 21to 1\Iay 1922, but mostly in or after December 1921. Usually in orange 
hut re-issued in red in 1922. L.16 shows a large white Aaw on emu's neck but 
this varies in size and may be absent on some orange copies. It is possibly a very 
shallow Aaw often inked over. The left lower serif of "T" is joined to the white 
line below on L.41 and the "R" has a bulge or hook on the left side on L.31. 

8. (Davidson-i\IcNess) Lower six ro\\'s of right pane and corner block (4 by 
2) from lower right corner of left pane seen. All in the hands of H. F. McNess, 
who has kindly sent a photo. Orange-brown, rarely orange. Re-issued ~n red 
1922. Dates of issue as last plate. R .32 has the left numeral smaller than normal 
due to weak impression of the roller and R.33 has a broken left frame behind 
the roo's rump. R.45 has a marked "split" running down and in from towards left 
end of top fram e. 

8a (Exe) Complete sheet collected, in orange. Tt occurs also in orange-brown 
with dates apparently as last, and re-issued also in red in 1922. Perf. guide hole 
top left (2 sheets). This very annoying sheet turned up when I supposed that l 
had identified some stamps at least from each of the sixteen plates mentioned by 
R. This makes No. 17, or else I have gone wrong somewhere, which is very 
disquieting, for it is sure ly not the same as any other of the four sheets printed 
in both orange and red. There is a small hut typical Aaw on L.2-a nick about 
one third of the way down the right fram e, with the piece nicked out turned 
down but not removed. On L.59 the roo's chest is whitish with one coloured spot 
in the middle of it. The second dot from the left of the crown is fused with the 
line helow on R.23 , and the right serif of the "T " with the line above on R.24. 

9. (Ward) 5 stamps only collected, i.e., top right corner of R. pane, vertical 
strip of 4 and R.5 in a pair. Perf. guide dot not seen, POST AGE watermark on 
right. Pale red. Dates in second half of 1922. R. 24 shows a distorted frame behind 
em u with two short red lines outside the frame. 

10. (Wheeler) Two right vertical rows of right pane, except R.1 7 and 18, 
collected. Perf. guide hole bottom right. Pale red. Dates from Apri l 1922 to :Vla:; 
1923, mostly December 192 2 to February 1923. R. 5 has vertical white line 
through left numeral. R.23 has broken fra1i1e behind emu, ahove his body. 

11. (Re-cut) Block of 20 (4 hy 5) from top right corner R. pane collected, 
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plus a few others. R. J 0 has the recut nose w hich is the only warrant for so 
naming this plate. Pale and deep red. Issues as No. 10. White· spot midway be
tween ear and eye on R. l. 

12. (First Brown) Complete sheet collected. Mostly pale red, August 1922 to 
April 192 3. Re-issued in brown. This re-issue was in a second state of the plate, 
a large coloured square having been added at the top right comer. Perf. guide 
hole top right. The brown shades vary considerably. L. I has a long white scratch 
mark along roo's back, difficult to spot since it appears almost as if it were a 
normal part of the design. L.5 5 shows the upper part of the numeral considerahl:r 

distorted and the adjacent white line of the shield thinned. This is sometimes 
known as a "re-cut." L.33 has a circular white flaw at point of top left leaf. 
R.2 7 has a sloping line through "TWO." The middle "A" of AUSTRALIA is 
joined to white line above on R.28. 

13. (No name) Complete sheet collected. Perf. guide hole top left. Mostly 
pale red. Dates from February 1923 onwards, mostly in first half of year. L.60 
shows roo's chest w hite but without the central coloured dot of No. 8a. There 
are many other minor flaws but none very striking. 

L4. (Rutter) Complete left pane. "POSTAGE" watermark, no perf. guide 
hole. Deep red. Dated copi es from February to end of 1923. L.5 has a short guide 
line with .its upper end fused to frame behind the roo. L.12 is entire ly normal in 
the first state of the plate hut was later damaged and/or recut to form the well
known "Recut face" variety. L.58 has a large white flaw between left wattles 
and frame. L.60 has a minute cut through two shading lines behind the roo's 
head. If anyone has an imprint block showing this flaw I should be extremely 
glad to know what it can tell us about the right pane of this plate, for l have a 
complete pane which belongs to this or the next plate but do not know which. 

15. This plate undoubtedly exists and l have many copies which belong to it 
but I have not been able to position them. They are all dated in 192 3 onl:-' · 

16. (Second Brown) Complete sheet collected. Perf. guide hole bottom left. 
Deep red. Dated copies as 13 and 14. Re-issued in brown. The triangular part of 
the upper frame, near the crown on the left, is badly A awed on R .5 3. The crown 
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is missing on R.6 and the upper left margin distorted on R.5 . On L.4 there is a 
white vertical patch on the right side of the left shield. This is sometimes dull 
and obscured by minute traces of colour and at other times very large and white, 
and extending below the shield. I have two copies in red, both of which show 
the smaller flaw but have the same also in brown. My red sheet shows no trace 
whatever of it. This, therefore, seems to be a slowly developing flaw. Quite 
different are the multiple white flaws, amounting at times to complete absence 
of frame lines, seen on some copies from the lower row of the sheet, usually in 
brown. These seem to be some sort of printing flaw since they are not constant 
in either the red or the later brown printings. To discuss them fully would 
require much room. 

The diagrams of the Aaws mentioned above should not be taken to exact 
rcoresentations. 

' 

R.P.S.V. BUILDING FUND 

Further donations to the Building Fund have been received from: 

C. F. Bulley . 

T. M. Elliott . 

J. Englander .. 

1. 10 0 () 

12 6 

3 0 0 

Estate V. S. Hewett 

C. G. Skewes .. 

Gifts towards the furnishing of building have been received from: 

Mr E. G. Creed and Mr J. R. vV. Purves, two crystal chandeliers. 

Anonymous, an electric clock. 

1;5 0 0 

6 0 0 



~he C9ther Side of the cpicture 

~111~~111~~~11~111~ 
Conducted by]. R. W. PURVES, F.R.P.S.l.. 

QUEENSLAND 

( i) Numeral Cancellations: Some More "Ties." 

Tt is always pleasing to students when they are able to fill in a few more holes 
in a difficult field. The writer some time back acquired an old-time Queensland 
accumulation of 1882-95 issues, including a number of covers. Amongst the latter 
he found no Jess than seven new "ties." All are on complete covers and generally 
fit into the picture as Harry Porter presented it. The dates given are the year 
dates of the covers concerned. The new items found were as follows: 

146: GRA CEMER E, 1894: See Porter, Q11eensla11d Numeral Cance/latio11s, 
p. 18 

281: SOUTHPORT, 188 7: Originally allotted to PlKEDALE REEFS. See 
Porter, p. 19 

357: HEWITTVILLE, 1889: See Porter, p. 24 
361: PINE HILL, 1895 : See Porter, p. 24 

405: DULBYDILLA, 1886 : See Porter, p. 25. In that list the P.O. name 1s 
given as "DUL V ADJ LLA." 

492: EMERALD, 1895 : This name seems to be missing in Porter's work (see 
p. 27). It is, of course, possible that "Emerald" was the second name of 
one of the P.O.s set out on that page. 

50 I : YANDILLA, 1900: This P.O. was originally issued with No. 13 7 (see 
Porter, p. 17). lt was re-opened 14.3.92 (p. 28) and (as TTHACA which 
was opened 11.7.92 (see p. 28) received 502) it seems certain that 501 
was the number allotted to Y ANDILLA on its re-opening. Porter re
ferred ( p. 28) to a "piece with 501 ... LLA" and assigned this number, 
not unreasonably, to MUJ\IBILLA (opened 1.9.92). Such numbering 
now requires correction. 

I can also confirm 103 (ONE MILE CREEK), 198 (ARAMAC) and 203 
(C;IN GTN)-numbers previously only reported from one source. 

92 
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(ii) 2d.; 1887-90 Period; Perf. 12 

93 

The writer has, over the past couple of years, been making a study of this 
stamp. If any reader knows of any large blocks (six or more)-postally used or 
fiscally used-he will be grateful for the chance either of examining or of 
purchasing. 

TASMANIAN POSTAL HISTORY 

The Forthcoming Book 

Steady progress has been made and more revisionary work done incorporating 
further findings. Publication is for this reason-and also for ever-present financial 
reasons-liable to be considerably delayed. Such infants are inevitably associated 
with a long and painful confinement but rest assured a happy ending will be in 
~ight before too long. 

VICTORIA 

Barred Oval Cancellations-Further Discoveries of Interest 

(i) Melbourne Types 

I have now given the Melbourne "1 's" further consideration and find that there 
were four separate types in all. They each contain 28 "spokes" but can be dis
tinguished fairly readily by differences in the height, shape and serif of the 
figure "l," in the size of the "V," in the position of the "l" in relation to the 
"V," and in the width of the "spokes." At a later stage I hope to illustrate the 
four types and give some further particulars as to their usage. 

(ii) Ki/more "10." 

In my monograph (p. 5) I indicated that two types of obliterator should be 
met. Two types have now been met. The first (which is the scarcer and of 
which I have to date only seen five examples) has a taller "l" and a narrower 
and taller "O" than the second. The second canceller (received about 18.2.54) 
eventuated as the result of a fire which destroyed this post office on 23.12.53. 

(iii) No. 58 is Crow/ands: 

have not previously seen this number but I have now turned up a full cover 
with the cancellation, emanating from the above post office. Reference to the 
monograph (on p. 8) will show that this post office was re-opened on 22.2.5 3. 
Cavendish (opened 1.4.53) is 57 and Prahran (also opened 1.4.53) is 59. 

(iv) Date of introduction of this type of cancellation 

l have examples of the "Butterfly" cancellations used up to early November 
1851 but I don't appear to have seen or noted any stcrmped covers dated between 
that period and March 1852, the latter being the earliest period at which T have 



94 JJHJLATliLY FROt'vl AUSTRALIA lJECE1\lBER 1958 

found the "Barred Oval" cancellers. I would be very pleased to hear from 
readers either of later dates of use of the "Butterflies" or of earlier dates of use 
of the "Barred Ovals." 

(v) The "Too Late" Stamps, 1855-57: Where They lVere Used 

I suppose l have seen about 350 or more of these stamps. We know that while 
250,000 were printed only some 41,000 in all were issued. Of those seen about 
98 % bear Melbourne (Barred Oval " 1" or Barred Numeral " I") or Geelong 
(Barred Oval "2" or Barred Numeral "2") cancellations. The small remainder 
bear a Barred Numeral "3" cancellation, i.e., Castlemaine. It would seem there
fore quite likely that issues of this stamp were made to these three post offices 
only, in marked contrast to the comparatively wide usage of the ls. "Registered" 
of the same period. 

(vi) 2s. and£! Values, 1901-1912: T wo interesting sub-types 

Students of surface-printed stamps will realise that this term is applied to a 
constant coloured variety wherever it appears more than once in the sheet. 
Such a variety owes its presence to the adherence to the die of a particle of 
foreign matter, the adherence persisting over the stamping of more than one 
mould, and, of course, being reproduced on the electrotype impressions emanat
ing from the moulds in question. 

(a) T n the 2s. va lue, for which only the one plate of 120 impressions ( 12 X 
I 0) was used throughout, at least four stamps in the sheet show the same quite 
prominent sub-type, viz: 

Colour just above the base of the north-east triangle, joining that triangle to 
the inner ve rtical frame-line at its right. 

Two of these varieties are found on Nos. 14 and 25 in the sheet respectively 
(the latter being, of course, down the left side), another somewhere down the 
rir,;ht side of the sheet, and the fourth somewhere along the top of the sheet. 

( u ) In the £1 va lue, for which likewise only the one plate of 80 impressions 
( 10 X 8) was used throughout, there are three examples in each sheet of the 
~ame prominent sub-ty pe, v iz : 

Extra colour along the right hand edge of the ornamenrnl circle under and 
to the right of the "D" of " POUND." 

This sub-ty pe occurs on Nos. 51, 67 and 77 in the sheet and T am indebted to 
Mr P . Callas, of our Philatelic Bureau, for affording me the chance of examining 
nrnterial which enabled the exact location of these sheet positions. 

Both the above varieties are easily seen and bear further witness to the many 
interesting features found in these rather neglected issues. Sub-type varieties are 
also to be found in other values, and those in the 2d., 24d. and 5s. have already 
been written up. 
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BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS 

New Yacht Belama Cancellation 

The Circle recorded, some time ago (P. from A., September 1954, p. 97), the 
first finding of a date stamp inscribed H.M.G.Y. Belama, found on King George 
V adhesives of British Solomon Islands. All copies of this cancellation, so far seen 
by the Circle, are dated after the Belama had sunk. 

We are now able to show, in an enlarged illustration, a ztd. small canoe, can
celled in green with a straight line mark reading "Bela111a," in old English type, 

upper and lower case letters. The whole of the word shows and the following 
inverted commas but there may be a prefix initials which do not show. 

The Circle would like to hear of the existence of other copies of this ship 
mark, particularly if the first part shows or if on cover, when a date-stamp may 
fix its period of use more exactly. 

ANPEX REMINDER 
Dates to remember in connection with the Australian National Philatelic 

Exhibition: 

January 19: Limit date for receipt of collections by the secretary (Mr R. H. 
:\farkham), Box 175 1, Sydney. 

February 2-7: Anpex 1959. Sydney Town Hall. 



Contrib11ted by the Pacific Island Circle of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club 
(Convener's address: 42 Park Road, Burwood, N.S.vV.) 

"DAUB" MARKINGS 

Samples of the " Daub" markings Pacific, as discussed in the September issue of 
P. [rom A. ( p. 71), are illustrated below . 

e .J ~~ 
• 

2 3 •• • 

··~ 0 0 f ~ 
~ 

--~ 
4 5 6 7 

1, 2, 3 appear 011 Tonga /S97 isrnes; 4 an Papua (1911-15); 5 Papua (1925 ) ; 

6 Papua ( 1932 ) ; 7 Ca111111anwealtb, Ca-ver said ta orip;inate in Port Moresby. 

SHIP MARKING 

ln Ship Letters of the South Pacific, there appears the following reference : 
"S.M.S. AEOUUS: German warship. MS cancellation with date and initials 
found on Gilbert and Ell ice Islands stamps, Pandanus type ( 1912)." 

One of our members recently turned up some notes, made by the late Mr W. 
Blaesing, indicating that this marking is also to be found on German J\farshall 
Islands stamps. 

First, it may be noted that the spelling of the name should be "AEOLUS," not 
"AF.OLlUS." ln Grecian mythology, of course, Aeolus was regarded as the god 
and king of the winds. 

Covers in 1' Ir Blaesing's possession, most of which ~were addressed to the District 
Commissioner at Jaluit, were dated as follovvs: 7.9.05 (arrived at Jaluit, 10.9.05); 
20.5.07; 26.1.08; 27.1.08 (a rrived at Jaluit, 28.1.08); 20.5.08; 26.5.08 (arrived at 
}iluit, 3.6.08). 
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LOCAL POSTS AND POST OFFICES OF THE 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOLDFIELDS, 

1892-1897 
By P. COLLAS 

(Conti11ued fro111 September 1958, p. 61) 

Th e Second Issue 

Because of the arid nature of the region, camels were brought in as a means of 
transport and early in the history of the Coolgardie area large camel teams, mainly 
owned by Afghans, were located at various centres. The camels were employed 
on a variety of jobs and one of these was the transport of mails on certain routes 
from about 1895. 

At this time Mr Healy found that further denominations of stamps were a 
necessity but because many of his cyclist routes had been taken over by the 
government and he was now employing camels on the distant routes, he decided 
to introduce new stamps with a camel rather than a cycle motif. These new 
stamps were of large rectangular shape with a central design of a camel and rider 
crossing a desert. The vignette was surrounded by an oval band bearing the 
words "Coolgardie Cycle Express Company" and at the base a straight label 
enclosed the value in words. 

THE 

Gooioardie cucIB Exprass ca. 
HUNT STREET, 

( Oppo•itt Post O/jict ) 

SPECIAL CYCLE MESSAGES. 

VINO engaged the services of the following Special Cyclists:
F. P. HOPE, H. YEATES, F . W . WILSON, F. w. BROO KMAN, W.H . HAMBLIN, 
J . H . C. BAMLETT, &c., we are prepared to convey messages to nny pfLrt 
of the Field, by day or night, at short11st notice 

Minl.ng Notices put up on CJ.aims, Wages Paid, Claims Pegged and taken up at 
Wa.rden·s Oftlce, and all Mining BuslneBB transacted. 

Regular Cycle Mail leaves this o,{Jice f nr Tlannans, (daily) Menzie.~, Niagara. 
Y erilla, Pindinni, Mt. Margaret, No rseman. Dundas, ~·c. 

~= · a -

JAMES A. HEALY, AGENT. 
N .B.-SP E<::J'l}!\.J::. J'<'I E6S:A.UES 61'!Z\.R1\.NTE1"-:0. 

The infor11111tion on tbis business c11rd of tbe Coolg11rdie Cycle Express Co. is now bis
toric11/ data . 
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This series was also lithographed by George Vindin, of Coolgardie, on unwater
marked white paper and perforated 12. There were three denominations- 6d. 
brown and green, 2s. brown and yellow and 5s. brown and violet. 

Although ordered in June 1895 they were not available for issue until June 
1896, but by this time more of the routes pioneered by the Coolgardie Cy cle 
Express Company had been taken over and only the Mount Margaret and 
northern areas were left to the cycle and camel posts. 

Because of the Company's restricted operations, the routes were not a paying 
proposition, despite the heavy letter fees, and the service was only maintained by 
subsidies paid by the mining companies with interests in the area. 

History records that the last route was closed to Mr Healy's operations in 
December 1896 but there is some evidence ( vide Awtra/ia11 Stamp J oumal, March 

. . ·tf't" i) "" f'\ '"I .. !':':(r""r::"s co Per r.CG ci • .-c.:: u.:.-~ ,,.(t.i;.i) ., 

HUNT GTREET 

1925 and Record of Philately, November 1935) that the camel design sta mps were 
actually in use as late as June 1897. 

It is noted that the Hurt and Williams' Catalogue gives the period of usage of 
the stamps " for only about two days," which period does not accord with facts. 

J\lr. vV. Bromfield (in the Record of Philately) has stated : 

" l: here are, however, in existence covers bearing dates in 1897 to which have 
been affixed the 'Camel' stamps, the latter cancelled with the obliterating 
stamp of the Company, and these suggest that the service was continued on 
certain routes after M.r Healy retired. 



DECEi\lllER 1958 t'HJLATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 99 

"I have in my collection an envelope ... which bears the postmarks 'Sydney 
9th June 1897' and 'Coolgardie W.A. 21st June 1897,' as well as 'Eastern 
Goldfields T.P.O. 19th June 1897,' and the violet stamp impression of the 
Company over a 2s. stamp of the Camel type. The words 'Cycle Express 
Agency, Coolgardie' (endorsed on the cover) were crossed out and 'Viner's' 
written in lieu, with the initials 'P.B.'" 

With respect to the quantities printed of the second series, the Australia11 
Philatelist records 2000 of 6d., 12,000 of 2s. and 1000 of Ss., while remainders are 
given as 350 of 6d., 300 of 2s. and 280 of Ss. The latter figures, however, lack 
authentication and observation indicates that unused stamps are far more plentiful 
than the figures suggest. It has been noted that the printing figures given in the 
Record of Philately are 2000 of each denoniination. Like the first issue, the stamps 
are most desirable used, preferably on entire. 

Finally, it may be mentioned that most stamps used on cover were cance lled 
with an unframed two-line metal stamp reading "Per Coolgardie Cycle Express 
Co.,/Hunt-Street" although some arc known in pen-cancelled form while others 
inadvertently received official post office postmarks. 

The Lake Lefroy Lo cal Stamp 

Although Government action suppressed the Coolgardie Cycle Express Com
pany's stamps in December 1896, this official warning to potential operators of 
private mail services went unheeded in one quarter-the Lake Lefroy goldfi eld. 

Lake Lefroy field was located some 40 miles from Kalgoorlie, formerly 
Hannan's, and about the same distance south-east of Coolgardie. While the 

government services had taken over practically all of the routes formerly operated 
by the Coolgardie Cycle Express Company, it had to this time provided no 
regu lar service to and from Lake Lefroy. 

Two local men, H. Lacy-Hillier and Frederic E. 1\ilaske ll , who had had 
experience of the Coolgardie Cycle Express service, therefore decided to organize 
a local cycle service of their own, this decision being made before the Govern-



100 PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA DECEMBER 1958 

ment had completely taken over the balance of the Coolgardie Cycle Express 
Company's routes. 

The two men, following local precedent, decided that a local stamp was a 
necessity and it would seem that this was designed late in l 896 and issued in 
February 1897. 

The first mention of the stamp was made in the Australin11 Philatelist in its 
issue of December 1897, the brief paragraph reading in part: 

"Another Westralian Local: We have seen a large stamp issued by the proprietors 
of the Lake Lefroy CYCLE MAlL. The words 'Lake Lefroy Goldfield ' on 
a lined ground occupy the upper portion of the design. Below this is a swan 
in an oval frame, inscribed 'Cycle Mail' above and 'Western Australia' below. 
At the base of the design is tlie word 'Postage' with '6d.' in each of the lower 
angles. A scalloped frame surrounds the whole design, which is very roughly 
executed, and apparently lithographed. The stamp is printed in red on green 
wove paper, perf. 12." 

Jn the April 1898 number of the same journal appears another reference to 
this local post, Mr Frederic E. Maskell, one of its founders, being recorded as 
having written to Mr ]. F. Hambly, of Sydney, as follows: 

"The mail service is not now in existence. We were running from February to 
June 1897, since which date there has been a Government service. We had 
only one issue of stamps, consisting of 1000, after which the block was 
defaced." 

Another small reference in the March 1900 number of the same journal which 
likewise comprised an extract from a letter written by the "late proprietor,"
almost certainly Frederic E. Maskell again-to Mr J. F. Hambly. is also worth 
citing as confirming information previously supplied. Further, the values placed 
upon the stamps at the time are of interest. 

"I regret that we are not able to continue to sell our cycle stamps at face value, 
as there is only a limited number, and the mail service is not still in existence. 
We were running from February to June 1897 after which there has been 
a government mail service. We are selling now the unused stamp at 2s. 6d. 
each, and the used of which we kept very few, at 5s. We could let you have 
a dozen stamps, including one used, for 20s., but as we have not many left 
we could not hold to this long. We have only had this one issue of stamps, 
consisting of 1000 after which the block was defaced.'' 

These three small references in the Australian Philatelist and a short account in 
the English Stamp Collector's Fortnightly of 6 August 1898, represented, for 
many years, all that was known concerning the Lake Lefroy local, and subsequent 
references in Australian and overseas philatelic journals were merely based on 
these original sources, although in an article in the Stamp Review L. N. and 
M. Williams stated that the service was between Lake Lefroy and Kalgoorlie, but 
the route was actually between Lake Lefroy and Coolgardie. 
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During 1943, Sir John Wilson, Curator of the Royal Collection, was able to 
publish in the London Philatelist some valuable additional information. 

This took the form of an account of the stamp written by H. Lacy-Hillier, 
one of the proprietors of the Lake Lefroy local post, together with two other 
letters, to which reference will be made. These papers came to the knowledge of 
Sir John Wilson and he was able to purchase them for the Royal Collection. 

Mr Lacy-Hillier's account discloses that the stamp was designed by him and 
Mr Maskell at the end of 1896 and that a zinco block was made. It confirms the 
statement, twice given in the Australian Philatelist, that 1000 stamps were "printed 
off in sets of four, dark pink on green paper." This indicates, of course, 250 
sheets each of four stamps. 

The account further confirms that the zinco block was defaced, this being 
done by "cutting with a knife a deep line across from corner to corner making 
it quite impossible for others to be printed off without showing a line on the 
printing." 

The account continues: 

"These stamps were used in connection with the 'Cycle Mail Service' from Lake 
Lefroy to Coolgardie and several hundreds passed through the post, being 
affixed to letters in the right-hand bottom corner with the Gvt. (Govern
ment) stamp being in the usual place. The face value of these stamps was 6d. 
Some time after they had been in use the Chief Postmaster, Mr Scholl, Perth, 
W.A., early in 1897 wrote a letter to the proprietors of the 'Mail' pointing 
out that they were infringing the postal regulations by issuing a private 
stamp, his attention having been drawn to the fact, also informing us th:it 
we must desist or a penalty would be enforced for the offence ... Soon after 
this, a notice warning people not to affix these priva te stamps to their letters 
in future was posted up conspicuously at every post office on the W.A. 
goldfields, having the effect of well advertising our stamps, with the result 
that fancy prices were offered for specimens, 2s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. being 
obtained. However, we held on to the remainder. I must mention that 50 
stamps were given to a man named Albert Green employed at the Kalgoorlie 
P.O. in consideration of his getting our stamp placed in the London Cata
logue, although he assured us at the time that that had been done, we found 
out it was not the case. The Postmaster, Coolgardie, Mr Thompson, handed 
us several letters he had received, asking him to procure for the writers 
specimens of our stamp. Of the two of us who ran 'Lake Lefroy Cycle Mail' 
F. Maskell died early in 1900; what became of the few hundred stamps and 
the defaced zinco-block he had in his possession I cannot say." 

The first letter, which accompanied Mr Lacy-Hillier's account, is dated at 
Kalgoorlie on 14 September 1898, is addressed to Mr Lacy-Hillier and signed by 
Albert Green, Registration Branch, Kalgoorlie. 

It refers to the Lake Lefroy stamp being mentioned in the Stamp Collector's 
Fortnightly but this particular reference was little more than repetition of the 
information which appeared in the Australian Philatelist of December 1897. 
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It also states that Bright and Son proposed to list it in the next edition of their 
catalogue. However, this was not done and apparently Mr Green ohtained his 
SO copies for doing very little. 

The second letter is a request from one C. A. Phillpotts to the Postmaster at 
Coolgardie to obtain him two copies of the Lake Lefroy stamp. 

ADDENDA 

Since the first part of this artic le was written, Mr George E. Owen, who had 
read the manuscript, has had access to archiva l records not previously known. 

Through his research, it is now practicable to list exactly the dates of opening 
of most of the post offices noted in P. from A ., September 1958 (p. 59). In doing 
this, opportunity is also taken to correct some discrepancies, and to provide some 
additional data. " R.M.B." signify "Receiver of 1\11.ai l Bags. " 

Boulder: P.O. was originally opened on 12.4.97 under name of Great Boulder. 
Du11das: .P.O. opened l .4.95. 
IJ1mnesville: R.M.B. 1.9.95 to 3J.3.99. P.O. not established. 
45-Mile: R.M.B. January 1896 to December 1897. 
Hawkes Nest: This was listed in P.O. Guide as a stopping point on mail route 

but no P.O. was actua ll y established there. 
Menzies: R.M.B. from l.3.95 until opening of P.O. on 1.10.95. 
Mozmt Malcolm: R.M.B. from 1.3.97 until opening of P .O. on 15.6.97. 
Mo1111t Margaret: R.M.B. from 20.8.96 until opening of P.O. on 17.5.97. P.O. 

closed 7.9.99. 
Niagara: R.M.B. from January 1896 until opening of P.O. on 13.7.96. 
Ninety-Mile: R.M.B. from 1.9.94 until opening of P.O., renamed Goo11garrie 

on 26.11.95. 
Pi11di1111ie (not Piudi1111i) : P.O. open frolll 1.4.97 to 10.12.00. 
25-Mile: R.M.B. from 1.1.95 until opening of P.O. on 15.11.95 under nallle of 

Coonalion, immediately corrected to Kunanalling. At not time was this place 
termed Niagara, as had been stated. 

IVidgiemooltha: R.M.B. from Apri l 1896 until opening of P.O. on 18.10.96. 
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THE COOi( ISLANDS 
Ry the Pacific Isl1111d Circle of the Royal Sydney Philatelic Club 

(Cominued from September 1958, p. 7R) 

CHAPTER X £-Conti1111ed 

A fTUTAK f 

Post office opened 189 1. 

1R Type 11 , but with A ITUTAK I instead of RAROTO:\'GA; circles: 241, 23. 15 mm.; in 

black, purple, and red. 
1-1 AU 02 AU 17 03 

2B Type X II : Double-lined circle, 2; ;, 2H mm., and an inner circle. 15 1 mm. ; bet\\'ccn t he 
circles: ATTUT A KT (above), N.Z (below) separated by cun·ed h;trs; in ce ntre: dare in 
two lines with code number abm·c; in black and ,·in let. 

(a) 2 2 

(b ) 

(c ) 

AU 27 JE 13 
03 0-1 

1 
FE 13 

04 
I 

21 AP 
13 

I 
AP l 

09 
(d ) 

19 JE 
B 

lB Type XIII : Single-lined ci rcl e, 251 mm., enclosing AITUTA KI (abo,·c) , N.Z (hclow ) 
separated by cun·ed lines; across th e centre is rhe date and rime; in black. 

JL 14 9AM 18 FE 44 

rn Single-lined circle, 291 mm., ""ith A TTUT A Kl (above ) , NZ in a straight line (below ) ; 
in black; across centre is date , 10 1\IR 27 . \Ve helie,·e this cancell ation on a co\·cr we 
have is a forgery. 

SB T ype X; hut with AITUTAKl instead of R AROTONGA ; circle, H l mm. ; 111 hlack. 
23 AU 49 9 

6R Type X: Similar to ;B but with slightly larger letters and shorter curn~d bars; in hlack ; 
first used August l9H ; latest date seen, I; OC 56 3. 

ATf U 

Post office opened 189 1. 

IC Type TT, but with ATIU instead of RAROTONGA ; in black. 

2C Type X IV: Single-lined circle, 25 mm., enclosi ng AT IU (ahm·e), ':\'.Z (below ) separated 
hy cuffed lines; date in centre; in black. 

AU1412 1'1Yl36 

~C Type XV: Single-lined circle, 33 mm., enclosing ATIU (abo,·e ) , COOK ISLAN DS 
(below) separated by long curved bars; in centre: aho,·e and below the dare and time (in 
one line) arc two parts of a circle, 18 mm. diam.; in black and purple. 

17AP394 2Jf7.446 
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MAN GATA 

Post office opened 1891. 

ID Manuscript cancellation; examples: Mangaia 6/1/0J in two Jines, and Mangaia 7/3/03 
C. F. Proctor in three lines. 

2D Type If, but with MANGAIA instead of RAROTONGA; in violet and red. 

3D Type XII, but with MANGAIA instead of ATTUTAKT; circles: 26, 24, lH mm. ; in black. 

(a) I l 
MY 2 JE 22 

05 10 
(b) 1 I 

10 OC 9 AP 
12 23 

4D Type XVI: Single-lined circle, 291 mm., enclosing rvIANGA IA (abo1·e) and N.Z flanked 
with curved lines (below); date with code number in one line; in black and purple. 

20 AP 39 I 13 MY 44 (no code number) 

5D Type X, but MANGAJA instead of RAROTONGA; circle, 331 mm.; in black. 
6 SP 49 12 

MANTHIKI 

Post office opened 1916. 

IE Type XIV, but with MANIHIKI instead of A TIU; circle, 28 mm.; 111 black. 
31 AU 26 28 AP 44 

MAU KE 

Post office opened 1899. 

IF Type XVI!: Two concentric circles, 25 and 16 mm.; between circles; MAU KE with a 
dot on each side (above) and N-Z (below); centre : date in one line; in black. 

3 DE 02 MY 44 

2F Type X, bur with MAUKE instead of RAROTONGA ; circle: J2 mm. ; in black. 
I AU 49 7 

MTTTARO 

JG Type XVIII.: Two concentric circles, 27, 24! mm., and an inner circle, 16 mm.; between 
the circles: MITIARO, flanked with crosses (above) and COOK ISLANDS (below); 
in centre: POST OFFICE in two lines; in purple. 

2G Similar to IG, but with the outer circle ornamented, circles JOl, 29, and 20! mm., sta rs 
instead of crosses, a hyphen after POST, and a full stop after OFFICE; in purple. 

JG Type X, but with MITIARO instead of RAROTONGA; circle 29! mm. ; in black. 
25 NO 37 11 MY 44 

4G Similar to JG, but circle 33 mm.; and code number added . 
3 SP 49 9 

NIUE 

Post office opened 190 l. 
JH Manuscript cancellation of date ; in black. 

4 JAN 1902 11 JAN 1902 
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JE 10 

XVIII XIX 

NIUE' ISLAND NIUE ISLAND 

4·--- MAY---194-6----
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2H Type X IX: Double-lined circle, 27, 26 mm., contain ing IUE (aho1·c), NFW ZEALAND 
(below), and date in one line in centre; in red and purple. 

31 MAR L902 23 JUL 1903 
3H T y pe XX: Single-lined circle, 24t mm., containing N.Z ( first line), NIUE (second ), 

date (third ), and code number (fourth ); in black. Code numbers seen: 2, 4, 5, 6, 9. 
27 AU 03 L4 MY 25 

4H Type XVI, but with N IUE instead of MANGATA ; ci rcle 27! mm.; in blac k. Code 
numbers seen: l, 6, 8, 9, 12 (is this time?). 

5 JL 28 8 25 MY 53 I 
SH Simil ar to 4H, hut circle 29! mm. Code numbers : 8, 9. 

15 AP 30 9 5 NO 35 8 
6H Type IX, but with N IUE instead of R AROTONGA, and code numher instead of rime; 

ourer circle 33! mm.; in black. Code numhers: 8, 9. 
31 DE 37 9 

7fl Type XXf: Roller cancellation; in black; used on parcels; sec illustration . 

l'E:\'RllY N IS l.AXD 

Post office opened 1901 . 

IJ Manuscript cancellation; date 4/5/2. 
2J Type X IX, hur with PENRHYN instead of N IU E; circ les 30 l , 28l mm .; in blac k. 

7 MAY 1902 7 OCT 1903 
3.J Type X II , but with PENRHYN ISLA D instead of A ITUTAK I; c irc les 251, 23), 15 

mm.; code number, l ; in black. 

(a) JE 26 
l7 

(b ) 13 J E 
22 

M R 12 
32 

31 MR 
36 

4J Type X, but with PFNRHYN ISLAN D instead of RAROTONGA; circle 3H mm.; 
in black. 

IOSFP424 30 DFC +8 12 

l' U KAPU K A OR D.'\:\GER lSLA:\D 

Post office opened 27 June 1925. 

IK Type XV I, but w ith PUKAPUKA instead of ,\!ANGA l A; ca ncellation in use from 
June to December, l92 5. 

2K Type X I\' , hut w ith DA GER ISLAND instead of ATIU; circle 29t mm .; in black. 
12 NO 28 I 20 JL 39 

JK Type X, but w ith PUKAPUKA ISLAND instead of R AROTONGA; c ircle 33 mm., 
in black. 

I l DEC 56 l 

RAKAHAXGA 

Post office opened I April 19 16. 

iL Type XV I, but wi th RAKAHANGA instead of MANGA IA; circle 291 mm. ; in bl11Ck. 
12 AU 37 I 27 AP 39 I 

SU \VARRO 

IM Single- lin ed c ircle, 29 mm., enclosing SU\tVARRO (abol'e); date in one line in ce!lUe. 
17 DE 26; in black. (Bogus) 

? V\ Manuscript cancellation, SU\tVARRO ISLAND 30th June 1950 C. I. ; co1-cr arrived 
\Vl'T.T.I NGTON, N .Z., R SEP 1950. (A uthenticity qucsrioncd ) 

• 



THE POSTAL HISTORY AND POSTMARKS 
OF THE COLONY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

1829-1901 

By GEORGE E. OWEN 

(Conti11ued from September 1958, p. 76) 

Duplex Cancellers 

These handstamps comprised a Type 2a, 2b, 3 or 3"' date-stamp at left and a 
cancell er or obliterator at right. They were used at the G.P.O. from the early 
1870s at least, at other offices of importance from the early 1880s. 

The obliterator portion of an early• "dupl ex" used at Perth was inscribed 
"WEST AUSTRALlA" in two lines, three horizontal bars above and below 
completing a vertical oval. Others \\'ere inscribed "P" (see ii and iii below) but 
more common ly the inscription was "G PO" and, later, "GPO" , "G PO" or " R". 

D R 
The significance of "()" and "R" is uncertain; they may mean "Despatch" 

and "Receipt"; "R" certain ly does not mean "Registered." A duplex used in the 
Letter Carriers' Room had a Type 3"' date-stamp (inscribed "L.C.R" and which 
included the time above the date) whilst the ob literator was a vertica l oval of 
12 ha rs enclosing the letters "WA." 

Duplex cancellers were used at numerous offices wi th the ohliterator inscribed 
"P.O." The letters exist in severa l shapes and sizes, within an oval or a circle or 
horizontal bars, and are sometimes enclosed in a circle. The most interesting of 
these was used at Norseman : on the date-stamp, the diagonal of the first "N" is 
reversed and runs do\\·nwards from right to left; on the obliterator, the letters 
" P.O." are much displaced to the right, as if it had origi nally been "G.P .O." 
Those used at Boulder and Southern Cross had no inscription in the centre of 
the obliterator. 

Some obliterators give an indication of identity, usually by the use of the 
initial letter of the office concerned. There \\'ere three distinct t)' pes and one 
"lone wolf." 

1. The earliest type consisted of a Type 3 or 3"' date-stamp, and an obliterator 
of small sans-serif letters in an oval of nine thin bars which was set at right
angles to the date-stamp so that the letters read upwards. 

ALBANY 21! 111111. datestamp. Obliterator KGS (= King Geo rge's Sound). 

FREi\ TA NTLE 23 mm. date-stamp. Obliterator "F" in a circle. 

NOTF. : At least one duplex used at the G.P.O. also had the obliterator 
set at right-angles to the date-stamp. 

107 
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IL The date-stamp was Type 2a and as some offices were supplied with more 
than one handstamp a distinguishing number was inserted above the date 
in such cases. The obliterator consisted of a large serifed letter in a 12 to 
1 3 mm. circle, enclosed in a circle of 12 horizontal bars, 21 to 2 3 mm. in 
diameter. 

A =Albany 

B = Bunbury, distinguishing numbers 1 to 4. 

F = Fremantle. The F has a short centre limb, distinguishing numbers 1 to 5. 
G Greenough and Geraldton (tall, slender G) or Guildford (large rounded 

G). 
P Perth 

V Vasse. V with square base, no number; V with pointed base, numbers 
1 and 2. 

Y = York. Distinguishing nurnhers I to 4. Also found in purple. 

111. Generally as ii but the letter in the obliterator was smaller and in a 9i to 
J J mm. circle, enclosed in a circle of 12 horizontal bars, 20 to 22 mm. in 
diameter. 

D Coolgarclie, distinguishing number 1 to 8. Perhaps "C" was not used on 
account of its resemblance to "G ," and "D" (not required otherwise) 
was allocated to Coolgardie. 

F Fremantle. The F has a long centre limb, distinguishing numbers 1 to 4. 
G = Geraldton. Small rounded G. Nos. l to 3. 
N = Newcastle 

P = Perth 

Y = York. Nus. l to .+. Also found in violet and blue. 

tv. The " lone wolf" was used at Kalgoorlie. The date-stamp was inscribed 
" KALGOORLIE P.O." in the upper arc, Type 3'*; the obliterator was a 
bold sans-serif K in a vertical oval of eight thick bars. 

Registration Marks 

The registration of letters containing valuables was introduced on 20 October 
1847, but I have no knowledge of a special mark for such articles prior to August 
1854 when one arrived, as we have seen, in the Colony from England. lt is 
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assumed that this is the stamp illustrated above, which was taken from one found 
in the Mandurah office in 1937. As the use of similar stamps is known on letters 
from Perth, Fremantle, A lbany and Bunbury, several copies must have been 
made. Strikes are occasionally found on adhesives. 

From the late 1880s a variety of rubber stamps was employed: 

A. A large "R" within a double-lined circular frame, with a number of square 
dots between the circles. This type was used at Fremantle and elsewhere. 

B. A large "R" within a single-lined circular or vertical oval frame. There 
were several of these stamps va ry ing slightly in the size of the frame or in the 
size and shape of the letter. 

C. A large uuframed "R" with a curved and pointed toe; used at Coolgardie. 

D. A horizontal ovnl with double fram e line and date centrally in one line. 
1 he office name appeared at foot. The stamp used at Coolgardie was inscribed 
"REGISTRATION BRANCH" in the upper curve; another, used at Albany, 
,,·as inscribed "REGISTERE D LETTER BRANCH." 

E. As D, but w ith a third inner ova l composed of short curved lines. Used 
at Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie, the latter being incorrectly inscribed "REGRIS
TRA TION BRANCH." 

F. A horizontal rectangle, sometimes with inward curves at the corners, or a 
horizontal octagon. Single or double-lined frame. Three line inscription : 
"REGISTRATION BRANCH" or "REGISTERED/Date/Office-name." Later 
marks of this type included provision at the head of the inscription for the 
registration number, No . , the actual number being in manuscript. Examples 
have been seen from Perth, Fremantle, Geraldton, Northam, Coolgardie, Kal 
goorlie, Kanowna and Mount Malcolm. Doubtless others exist. 

G. Single-line types inscribed "REG ISTERED." 

Offices which were not supplied with special registration marks appear to 
have used oval rubber stamps for the purpose, similar to D and E above except 
that the upper inscription was usually " POST & TELEGRAPH OFFICE"; less 
frequentl y "POST OFFICE" or "TELEGRAPH OFFICE." These were also 
used to cancel ordinary mail at times - officers postmarking letters were not 
very fussy and almost any handstamp sufficed so long as the adhesives were oblit
erated. 

All these rubber sta mp marks are most commonly found in violet or purple; 
blue, green, red and black inks were used also. 

There were a few steel registration date-stamps. They are known for Boulder 
and Kalgoorlie (circular); Perth (oval). 

Frank Stamps 

A stamp of the same ty pe as the registration mark illustrated in the previous 
su b-section, but inscribed "FREE," was supplied in August 1854. Later a "Crown 
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over PAID" type came into use and both were used on letters free of postage 
for many years. 

During the 1890s a large number of rubber stamps were issued to Government 
departments and officials and to a few organisations, all of which were entitled to 
frank letters. Generally, these were similar to the illustration, but there 
were a number of exceptions, e.g., some were inscribed "PERTH W.A ." in the 

lower arc, others \\'ere oval in shape, one \\'as inscribed "WESTERN A US
TRALIA N EXHlBITION/COOLGARDlF 1898" and a Swan facing right 
replaced the Roya I Arms, etc., etc. l mpressions \Vere usually struck at the upper 
right corner of envelopes and in a variety of colours. The rubber stamp initials of 
a department authorising officer were usually impressed also. 

The postal history data contained in this article has been obtained from official 
documents preserved in the State Archives and the G.P.O. Perth. The author 
desires to record his keen appreciation of the courtesy and assistance given by 
Miss Luk is, the State Archivist, and her staff; and h~1 ;\Jr C. G. Friend, Deputy 
Director of Posts and Telegraphs, and a number of officials at the G.P.O. 

Diving into records is not "as dry as dust." At times a good story comes to 

light, of which the following is an example. l n 1861, the postmaster at Fremantlc 
reported that the quantity of mail for the southern districts \\'as so much that 
the mail carrier sometimes cou ld take only the letters and that the newspapers had 
to be left behind, to he despatched by sea when a ship was available. He was then 
empowered to hire a native on such occasions "to carry the newspapers to Bun
bury at an expenditure of 2/6." History does not disclose if a horse was em
ployed. Would you take a bag of newspapers (and all mail bags were of leather 
in those days) over 100 miles for half-a-crown, particularly into territory regarded 
by another tribe as theirs and \\'hich it would be desirable to leave as soon as 
possible if one wished to retain a whole skin? 

Finally, if any reader can add anything to our knowledge, particularly regard
ing tlw non-duplex obliterators, information \\"Ould be greatly appreciated. 

Amendment : The 12-bar Type Canceller 5 (not 6) was issued to Gascoyne ( 1882 ) and 
Carnarrnn (renamed 1884) (P. fro111 A ., Seprembcr 1958, p. H). 



REVIEWS 
Tbe Australian Co111111011wealtb Specialists' 

Catalogue, 1959. Twentieth Edition. 128 pp. 
8} x 5l in. Published by The Hawthorn 
Press, 15 Guildford Lane, 1\ lelbournc. 
Price !Os. (Aust. ). 
Rationalisation is the key word to the 

alterations in the new catalogue. 
So well begun in the 19th Edition, it has 

now been extended to the revision of the 
Steel plate printings of the George V t i d. 
and 2d. 

The introduction rightly states: "The 
George \I 1 ld. Die 2 has always hccn a 
fa1·ourite with Com111onwcalth specialists 
and requires no recommendation. 'Vhat has 
sometimes been 01·crlookcd is that the red 
printings show a Yery attracti1·c range of 
shades. Some of these arc by no means easy 
to acquire." 

It goes on to say: "Past neglect of the 
George V 2d. Die 2 is difficult to under
stand ... the new lists ai111 to re111cdy the 
injustice." 

The George V I ordinary issues ha1·c been 
set out differently and will 111a kc this section 
more readable. 1\llany c hanges in numbering 
have · been made, but all except rn·n are in 
t his section. This is a small price to pay for 
the impr<ll'e111enrs. 

In spite of the interest in "co il stamps," I 
a111 indeed glad to sec the listings of manv 
de leted to a footnote. This is really for the 
protection of coll ectors. 1\ 1any coils of 
ca1 lier issues can and ha1·e been faked. 

Unknown to 111ost collectors, major re
touches exist in current stamps. Some in the 
S}d. and ls. are published for the first time 
and the positions given. (Another scoop for 
the Catalogue. ) 

The intriguing " cENTRE OF WORK 

( Pbilately from Australia, September 195 7, 
p. 73), is now listed as a major item; whilst 
not a stamp, but 111arginal markings indica
ti1·c of layout procedures, it is hard to come 
hy in a clear and distinct condition. 

Another new listing is an ani line printing 
in t he !Os. Robes. (P. from A., September 
1958, p. 56 ) . 

Pricings generally arc steady, with minor 
alterations here and there. Certain items 
which ha1·e had the attention of the "Bulls," 
particu larly m·erseas, ha1·e been maintained 
at a fair and reasonable price, consistem 
wit /.J tbe quantities primed and available. 

Stamps still remain a wonderful i111·cst-

111 

mcnt, and with the marked gain in the 
popularity and consequent rise in price of 
industr ial shares, we can expect the really 
good and scarce items of stamps, particu
larly of fair ly recent date, to share also in 
the rise when the discriminating buyer acts. 

The editor (Rel'. J. C. W. Brown), has 
put an enormous amount of time into im
pro1·ing the catalogue, and is to be con
g1 aru lated. 

-C.0.D. 

Hobe'//Jia, 1\!/or11i•ia, Slo'vakia, by Frank ]. 
Kornrik (editor ). 104 pp. Published by 
rhc Czechoslornk Society of North 
America. Ohtainablc from G. C. Kobylka, 
1+33 South Cuyler A1·enue, Berll'yn, Il l., 
U.S.A. \14.50. 
This is the first handbook published in 

l·: ng lish, dea ling with w hat 111ay be tcr111cd 
a wartime period of Czcchoslornkia. 

Alrhough we are happy to sec it, it seems 
a pity that the first handbook shou ld treat 
with one section only. ';v'ould it nor ha1·c 
been better to deal with the complete sub
ject from 28 October l 918 o nwards- even 
if it only went as far as the Prorectoratc? 

\ Ve ha,·c nothing but praise for the book 
as it stands; it is well printed, adequately 
ill ustrated, and solidly bound . Its conrents 
arc clearly arranged, In good, readable type. 
The front and back inside cm·crs show a 
map of the Republic, together with position 
in relation to surrounding countries, w hilst 
the foreword faces a map showing the par
titioning of the Rcpnhlic during \Vorld 
\\'ar II . 

It is a handbook that will be avidly 
sought by all collectors of the stamps of 
Czcchoslo1·a kia, for it contai ns information 
rhat appears in neither Gibbons nor Scott. 

Incidentally, a "point" system of rn lues 
i' gi1·en against each item, which is inrnlu 
ablc for arril·ing at the worth of suc h items 
as plate-blocks, tete-beche pa.irs, gutter 
blocks, and so on. Scott may price a parti
cu lar item at two cents. T he handbook lists 
a gutter tete-bechc pair of this stamp at 200 
points. Therefore rhc 1·alue of the pair is 
four do llars. 

Included in the handbook arc the regular 
issues, se111i-posrals, commemorati1·es, news
paper stamps, dues, officials, and postal 
station cry. 

- W.L. ll. 



ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
Members' Diary 

December 
8 Social Evening 

18 Mr H. H ake: Great Britain 

January 
15 Mr I-I. L. Chisholm: Historic Air Mails 

February 
3 Old Victoria Group 

Library and Conversation 
19 Mr H . A. Clarkson: Switzerland 
26 Sale by Tender 

March 
3 

19 

Old Victorin Group 
Librniy and Conversation 
Mr F. A. Lndhury: India 

Ne~v Guinea 

Mr E. G. Creed provided the display for the 
September meeting, presenting selections from his 
New Guinea collection. 

The display was also enjoyed by a large con
tingent of members of the Williamstown Philatelic 
Society, who were the guests of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Victorin for the evening. 

Mr Creed chose a range of items from all stages 
of New Guinea's philatelic history. 

Notable among the many gems displayed were 
Rabnul covers with the two-line rubber-stamp 
postmark, without ornaments, dated Oct 13 1914, 
and with ornaments, dated Nov 21 1914, discussed 
by the P acific Island Circle in P. from A. , March 
1958, p. 17, with an extensive mint range of 
G.H.L overprints, and the settings of the North
West Pacific Islands on Australia. These included 
a block of 30 £1 Kangaroo, first watermark, fourth 
setting, first s ta te. There was a full sheet of £] 
birds, and £2 nnd £5 in blocks, and mnny 
sin1i1nrly impressive pieces. 

Czechoslovakia 

Mr W. L. Russell's internationally famous col
lection of Czechoslovakia highlighted the October 
meeting. 

After explaining the historical and philate lic 
aspects of the various issues, Mr Russell presented 
his superbly-annotated sheets. 

AmoRg the items shown were some of the com
paratively rare provisionals, used immediately after 
the Hevolution , a page of choice official ussays, 
postmarks when the Czechs were nationalising all 
cancellers and omitting the German names of the 
towns, Austrian and Hungarian stamps used in 
Czechoslovakia in the three months after the 
Revolution, some colour trials, and the f mous 
" Hymn" sheets. 

Other features were scarce covers from the 
Sudaten area, showing the Swastika overprint, and 
a cover with the one-day stamp of the Carpatho
Ukraine (only 57 of which are known) . 

But the highlight of the evening wns the com-

plete story with stamps and covers-of th e 
Siberian Military Mnil. 

This wns the mail of th e battalions of Czechs 
sen t against the Hussians in World War I, w ho 
marched across to the Russian lines and sur
rendere d, and nfter the Russian Revolution, fom1ed 
themselves into a Czech Leg ion, which fought both 
the Germans and the Russians, marched across 
Russia, seized the Trans-Siberfan Rnilway, and 
made their way to Vladivostok. 

W.A . Postal H istory 

Mr G . E. Owen, of Perth, whose remarkable 
study of the postmarks and postnl history of West 
Australia bas been appea ring in P. from A., sent 
a display of the original material which formed 
the hasis of his work for th e second Octoher 
meeting. 

This collection was notable for the immense 
range of markings and cancellations brought to
gether and for the fin e condition of the often 
extremely rare strikes. 

Mr Owen 's fin e annotation, the lucidity of his 
identifications and explanations, and the special 
inte rest of the early period added to the a ttrac
tiveness of a greatly appreciated display. 

Early correspondence of the Bussell family , 
with ship letter and pre-s tamp markings, attracted 
special attention. 

N.S.W. Classics 

Dr W . P . Heslop displayed the Sydney View and 
Laureate portion of his Anpex Gold M cdal coll ec
tion of N .S.W . at the November meeting. 

The collection included more than ~- 0 Sydney 
Views and 400 Laureates. 

Highlights of the 25 Sydney Views on cover 
were the magnificent strip of four of the lei. plate 
11, and an equally fin e strip of four 3d. 

Fea tures of the Laureates were ld., no wa ter
mark, block on cover, no leaves, two leaves, and 
lnid paper. The wntermarked included "No leaves" 
and "WALE." 2d.: nearly reconstructed plate of 
the fine impression, several doubl e prints of the 
coarse impression, and two copies of the "W AEES .. 
in the stars section. 

The watermarked included a compl ete rccon
stmcted sheet. 3d.: "Waces" both watermarked 
and unwatermarked. 6d.: Plnte I, "WALLS" and 
one Plate TT; 8d.: three copies nnd n compl e te 
reprint sheet. 

The 26 copies of the registered stump in cluded 
nine imperforates . 

The display was specially well received because, 
not only did it present rarely-seen rarities in pro
fusion, but it was an opportunity to inake close 
acquaintennnce with the various plates and the 
varieties of engraving omission and commission. 

Other features were Sydney Views and Laureates 
with Queensland numeral cancellations and post
marks "'Brisbane N.S.W." and "Tpswich N.S.W."' 



THE ROYAL SYDNEY PHILATELIC CLUB 

1959 
January 

Members' Diary 

13 Mr J . S. White: New Zealand Classics 

Febmary 
24 Mr Frank W. Hill : Airmails of the World 

March 
10 Display by ANPEX Award winners 

(Members arc specially requested to note the 
altered elate for the February meeting.) 

Europe 

Seven members combined to present an excel
lent display of European Classics at the Septembe r 
meeting. 

Mr J. 0 . Critchlow showed some very fin e items 
from the fir~t issue of Russin nnd included the 
first stamp of Poland ( 1860) on cover. Mr L. 
Challen's contribution featured some beautiful 
examples of the first issue of Hungary. 

The "Hermes Headsu of Greece, in a great 
variety of shades, with plate Raws and control 
numbers and including evidence of much research 
were presented by Mr A. Kersten . Mr Hamilton 
Croaker clisplayed pre-adhesives of Portugal, not
ably from some of the small post-offices-material 
rarely seen in local displays. 

Mr Louis Frank showed his plating of the first 
three stamps of Holland including all six plates of 
No. l, the ten plates of No. 2 and the single 
plate of No. 3. His contribution included also 
some very fine items from Sicily, Naples, Thurn 
and Taxis, Saxony, Hanover, Mecklenburg (on 
cover), France Nos. 1, 2 and 3 on covers, and 
reconstmcted plate of the 25c Bordeaux issue. 

Mr Schagen presented some excellent material 
from the early issues of Switzerland and Mr H. 
Hubin (who compered the display) showed mixed 
frankings from Austria and Austrian Italy, rare 
early cancellations from Trieste, together with 
Austrian Levant, and included a beautiful cover 
dated Christmas 1899 from Jerusalem, signifying 
th e close of the "Classical" period in Europe. 

Annual Competition 

The Annual Competition, which was held in 
c~njunc!io? with the October meeting, proved very 
chsappomting so far as the number of entries was 
concerned, only seven being received. However, 
the judg~s (Messrs Hamilton Croaker, W. Finigan 
and Lo111s Frank) were faced with considerab le 
difficulty in selecting the winner owing to the 
general very high standard of the entries. 

Mr J. C. Thompson's entry "A Specialised Study 
of the Two Pence Diadem Imperf. of N.S.W." was 
awarded first place. Second place went to "A 
Study of the large Queen 15 cents issue of Canada" 
entered by Mr M. Dankin . 

Other entries received were: "British Solomon 
!~la~ds-Largc Canoes" (Mr N. M. Reid); 

British Solomon Islands Postal History" (Mr R. H . 
Taylor) ; "Austria-Newspaper Stamps" (Mr H. 
Rubin); " Hyukyu Islands" (Mr A. J. Trice) and 
"Czechoslovakia-illustrating the devaluation of 
the Czechoslovakian Crown in 19.53" (Mr M. L . 
Challen). 

Ill 

ANPEX 

The November mee ting of the Club was devoted 
to a sale by tender of items which had been 
donated for the benefit of ANPEX funds by many 
philatelist• throughout Australia. The thanks of 
the Club go to these people who were so instrumen
tal in making such a success of the evening. 

Prior to the sale, an attractive musicnl pro
gramme was presented to the very large gathering 
(approximately two hundred were present) and this 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Songs from Robert 
Montana, music by Albert Miller, and comedy from 
Jimmy Haines were greatly appreciated. 

Mr Richard Gaze gave a short talk, illustrated 
by some beautiful colour slides on "Why T Col
lect Stamps" and gave a very humorous account 
of how he commenced to collect the stamps of 
Tibet in which he now specialises. 

Proceeds of the sale, which wus conducted by 
Mr Harry Jackson, amounted to £191/11/6; a 
total of 140 lots changing bands during the even
ing. In addition to this amount, a net a1nount of 
£62/18/- from door receipts, etc., will he handed 
to the organisers of ANPEX so that the Exhibition 
will benefit to the extent of £254/9/6 from the 
evening-a magnificent effort on behalf of all con
concemed: the organisers, the donors and all who 
came along to assist to make the evening such a 
success. Prizes in the competition run in connection 
with the function were won by Messrs M. J. 
Blume, of Castlemaine, Victoria, and D. Encnr
nacao, of Bellevue Hill, N.S.W. 

TASMANIA 

PICTORIALS: ( l ) OE LA Rl.'E PRINT

INGS (1899-1901). TVanted : Mint 

sheets, blocks or strips of -id., 3d., 

4d. values showing the Plate Num

ber "2" in sheet margin. 

PTCTORIALS: (2) LITHOGRAPHED. 

TV anted: Mint or used blocks (any 

size) of 3d., 4d., 6d. values. 

J. R. W. PURVES 
90 WlLLJAM STREET 

MELBOURNE 
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FOR 

( }ltl88i<· 

Iss 111es 
OF ALL COUNTKfES 

WRITE TO 

DOUGLAS HOTH 
Fairways, Mona Crescent 

Newlands 

Cape Province, South Africa 

WE 
MAINTAIN 

THE LARGEST 
COMMERCIAL 

PHYLA TELlC LIBRARY 
IN THE 

SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 

You mny use it Witbout Cbnrge 

Do you take advantage of tbis 
MAPPIN & CURRAN 
Service to Pbilatelists? 

l\IAPPIN & CURRAN 
(PHTLATELISTS ) PTY. LIMITED 

(Incorpora tin g C. J. McDonald) 

Phones: MU 5113. MU 5960 
Cable: "M ACST AMPS" 

7th FLOOR, 31 QUEEN STREET, 
MELBOURNE, VICT., AUSTRALIA 

Ii 
iv 

The Undermentioned 
Stock · Books 

are now nvailnble for your perusal. All 
con tnin n wealth of material for the medium 
nnd advanced specialist, ony volume will
ingly sent on approval-references, please, 

from new clients. 
Aust. C/ wealth-many volumes available 

mint or used, specialised, ld. red, 2d. red 
and 5d. brown K.G. V specialised collections , 
S.G. os., Officials, Postage Dues, etc.; 
Austria; Switzerland nnd Liechtens tein, 
British Commonwealth-a number of 
volumes available; St. Vincent; Victorin nnd 
other Aust. States; St. Lucia; New Guinea 
- three volumes ava ilable; Papua; Cook Is.; 
Samoa; Hungary; Poland; Czechoslovakin; 
Cnnadn; U.S.A.-severnl volum es nvni1able; 
Hong Kong; Fiji; French Colonies; France; 
New Zealand; Ceylon; Sudan; Gt. llritain; 
Bechunnaland; Malaya; Jlhilippines; Israel ; 
Jugoslavia; United Nntions; Bavaria; First 
Day nnd First Flight covers; Silver Jubil ee; 
Corona tion K.G.VI and Q. Eliz .; UPU series 
and many others nrc constantly available. 

ARNOLD, WHEELER & CO. 
495 COLLI S ST., MELBOUH E, Cl 

Box 4566, G.P.O. Phone: MB 4913 

When in Sydney ... 

YOU ARE INVITED to c:i ll mid 
inspect our extensive display of old 
and modern issues. \\ 'e carrr large 
stocks of stamps to s11 it all collectors 

and a wide range of Albums, Acces
sories, Handbooks, Catalogues and 
local and overseas r- lagazines. 

ff YOU IIA VE STAMPS TO SELL, 
consult us . We are alwavs desirous of 
purchasing collections. tine items and 
single rarities. 

BAKER & MOLONEY 
16- 18 Royal Arcade, Sydney 

Phone MA5592 



rasmani;i : 

1870-71 9d. Perf. 11 t (S.G. 169) Double Print 
Tasmanian Overprints, The (0. G. Ingles) . . 

Reprints of the Overprints (K. E. Lancaster) 

Victoria: 

1855-57 "Too Late" Stamp 
1867 5s. on Yellow: Early Date 
1901- 12 Emergency Use of Single-line 12! Machine 
1905-11 2d. Crow n A Reversed Watermark 
1901 - 12 2s. and 3d. : Two Sub-types 

Postal Markings and Postrnarks 

8 
33 
62 

94 
8 
8 
9 

94 

Barred Numeral Cancellations 139 and 159 9 
Barred Oval Cancellation: Further Discoveries 93 
Belt and Buckle Cancellations: Additions to List I 0 
"Money Order" and "Savings Bank and Money Order" Cancellations 

(J. R . W. Purves) 67 

Victoria Land: 

Forgeries and Bogus Cancellation 16 

\Vestcrn Australia: 

Local Posts and Post Offices of the Goldfields, 1892-97 (P. Callas) 57, 97 
Postal History and Postmarks of, 1829-1901 (G. E. Owen) 11, 45, 73, 107 

REVIEWS 

l\mcrican Philate lic Society : Perforation Centennial 18J7-1957 43 

Bmish Philatelic Association: Philatelic Societies' Year Boot 1957-58 20 
Franks, L. J. G. : Postal History Catalogue of New Zealand . . 19 
1-1. R. Harmer Ltd : Thirty-second Annual Resume, Season l 'i56-57 . . 20 
H arris Publications Ltd : Stamp Collectors' Annual, 1958 . . . . 19 
The H awthorn Press: Australian Commonwealth Specialists' C~ t .. loguc. 1959. 10th F.diti01; 111 
Kovarik, F. J.: Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia . . . . . . . . . . 11 l 
Philatelic Society of N.S.W.: N.S.\V . Philatelic Annual, 1957· ' · 43 
Robson Lowe Ltd: A Review, 1956 51 . . . . . . . . . . 4-1 
Royal Philatelic Society of Victo1 ·a: Library Catalogue 43 
~u:-h, Louis : Corrienres, The Isst cs from 1856-1880 19 
l.un .· in ct Cie: Zumstein Europ3 Kataloq, 1958 . . . . 19 
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Queen Elizabetb ll 

Booklets: Stapled 

Commemoratives 

4d. Olympic Games: Double Impression 

Air Mail 

Qantas Round the World Airmail 

G eneral 

New Australian Imprint on N.Z. Tasman Commemorative 

27 

4 

2 

70 

Postal Stationery 

Provisional Postcards of 191 7 
and !d. K.G.V. Compound K.G.V. Envelopes 1916: ld. (8-pointed) 

Q.E.11 4d. Envelope: Albino Impression 

3 
3 
4 

Types 

British Solomon Islands: 

New Belnma Cancellation 

Cook Islands, The (Pacific Island Circle) 

The Postal Cancellations 
Cancelled to Order, 1921 

New Guinea: 
When were G.R. l. stamps issued? 
Postage Due Marks, 1914-19 

New Zealand: 
Australian Imprint on Tasman Commemorative 

Pacific: 
"Daub" Markings 
S.M.S. Aeolus Manuscript Cancellation 

Queensland: 

28 

96 

76, 103 
35 

17 
35 

70 

7 1, 95 
95 

Numeral Cancellations: Extensions to Capt. H. S. Porter's List Noted 7, 92 

South Australia: 
1886-1906 High Values Overprinted "Specimen" 7 

3 



ARTICLES AND N OTFS 

General 

A Philateli c Decade CJ. R . W. Purves) 
Books, Publication Problems (J. R . W. Purves) 
Early Australasian Phi latelic Societies 
Exhibition Catalogue Descriptions 
Indices, Need for 
R.P.S.L. Fellowship to L. Van Straten 
R .P.S.V. H eadquarters. American tribute 

Building Fund 
Wedded Woe 

Features 

Other Side of the Picture (]. R. W. Purves) 
" Pacifi c Paragraphs" (Pacific Island Circle) 
"R oyal R ound-Up" (W. L. Russell ) 
Trail of Commonwealth, The (J. C. W . Brown) 

Society Notes and Reports 

The Roya l Philateli c Society of Victoria 
The Roya l Sydney Philatelic Club 

Countries 

Austra lian Commonwealth 

Ka11garoo Issues 

81 
25 
56 
53 

1 
2 

72 
21, 44, 54, 9 1 

56 

7, 92 
16, 35, 71, 95 

24, 52 
3, 27, 55, 83 

22, 50, 79, I I 2 
23, 51, 80, 113 

Die : Discovery of Sta tes 27 
3d. Third Watermark: Harrison Plates ( Die 213 ) Earliest Date 27 
"Specimen" Overprints (C. 0. Dunn) 5 

Ki11g George V 

2d. Die I: An Interim Report ( Dr Gordon Ward) 
2d . Booklets : Tropical Var iety of B23(c) 
5d. Die I (Ca ptain H. A. H ammond ) 

(]. C. W. Brown ) 
ts. 4d. Sing le vVaterrnark " Deep Turquoise" 

King George VI 

Laying Out the Master Plate 
Id. Princess E lizabeth Pleased H er 
10s. Robes (Authority) Aniline Shade 

87 
.+ 

29 
55 
83 

37 
28 
56 
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THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 

The Philatelic Society of Victoria, which was founded In 1892, and which In 1946 
had the privilege conferred upon ft Qf the we of the pr~fb "ROYAL,". fl a Society to 
which you, aa a collector, should belong. Amongst ill many advantage• are: 

iC SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL OR
GAN: Philately from Atutralla 
ia posted free to all members. 

iC MEETINGS held on the 
tblrd TbursdRy of each month 
at 7.45 p.m. In lt1 own premises, 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, 
Melbourne, SEl. 
iC EXCHANGE BOOKS circu
late regularly within Australia 
to fntereated memben. 
iC SALE BY TENDER BRANCH 
enables memben to buy and 
sell atampa not con1fdered suitable by the 
vendor for exchan1e 1beet1. P01tal bids ac
cepted from memben for any Item. 
iC COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY ii open to 
memhen on Meeting Nfght1 or by arran1e
ment with the Ubrufan. Library Cataloeuea 
are sent to all memben. 
iC CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelio foumab printed In Englflh are 
available on the tabl .. at the Society'• rooms. 

THE ROY AL SYDNEY 

ii QUARTZ LAMP Ir MICRO
SCOPE and a Reference For
gery Collecdon are available. 

ii MONTHLY DISPLAYS: It 
bas always been Society policy 
to obtain the beat available col
lecdon for display at Society 
monthly meedngs. Lectures and 
DflcuadoD1 by leading Phila
teU.11 enable memben to Im
prove thelr philatelic knowledge. 

• PHILATELIC XNOWLEDGE1 
ThU Society Includes espertl on 

almost all branches of Philately, wbOM advloe 
fa alway1 available. 

iC THE SOCIETY'S FEES are: Entrance 
Fee: 1.5/5/-; Annual Subscripdon: City and 
Metropolitan Memhen, tfl/3/-; Country and 
Interstate Memben, £1/10/-. 

•ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD be 
directed to Mua M. FARLEY (Hon. Sec.), 
Box 222, G.P.O., Melbourne, C.l. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 18'0 

iC OFFICIAL ORGAN: PhUately 
from Awtralia fl posted free each 
quarter to all members. 
iC MEETING ROOM: The Club 
meetl at 8 p.m. on the second 
Tueaday of each month In the Board 
Room, lit Floor, Trult Building, 
155 King Street, Sydney. 
iC EXCHANGE BRANCH: Members 
are endtled to receive the Exchange 
Boob .which circulate regularly with
in Australia. 
iC LIBRARY: A library, comprising over 1000 
volume1, la available for uae of memben by 
arrangement with the Librarian. Periodical 
aupplementl to the Library Catalogue are issued 
to members, 

iC MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Olspl11y1 
of lntereatlng collectlona and phila
telic ltem1 are a feature of the 
monthly meetlng1 of the Club. It 
fl the policy of the Club to bring 
to the members the be1t available 
di1play1, whilst Lecturea and Dfl
cu11ion1 help to further the phila
telic knowledge of members, The 
advice of memben, expert In m01t 
brancbe1 of philately, 11 always 
available when requested. 

iC THE CLUB'S FEES are: Entrance Fee 
£1/1/-; Annual Subscripdon due l July. 
Memben residing within County of Cumberland 
£1/1/- (Junlon, I.e., under 18 years, 12/6), 
Members residing outside County of Cumber
land 17 /6 (Junlon 10/6). 

( Subacrlpdona are payable In advance) 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addreued to -

R. H. MARKHAM, Hon. Secretary BOX 1751 G.P.O. SYDNEY 

THE HAWTHORN PRESS 



A u s T R A L I 

fine stamps and covers are always available through our 

SPECIALISED ST AMP SALES 
which cater for the specialist and advanced collector. The keynote is 
QUALITY. 

POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS 
including pre-adhesive covers, old letters, ship letters, postal stationery. 
Material of a more general nature (Collections and Mixed Lots, etc.) 
is offered in our monthly sales at Bournemouth. 

IF YOU ARE A SPEOALIST 
you may be interested in our BUSY BUYER'S SERVICE by which 
we can "pin point" items for your attention. Full details will be sent 
on request. 

For Sale Intact 
e AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 

An attractive sixteen-volume collection with 3443 
stamps. 

Sterling £70 

e QUEENSLAND 
A collection in two volumes with 2 34 Chalon 
Heads, 1258 stamps in all 

Sterling £100 

Further details are available from Alan Bosworth at the Private Treaty Departmem of 

Robson Lowe Ltd. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1 

Cables: "Stampr, London" 

Agent in Australia: Guy Round, 414 Toorak Road, Toorak, Victoria 

When replying to this advertisement please mention that you saw it in 
Philately from Australia 

A 


