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TOGETHER WITH PRICE TO 

R. W. TURK 
46 BENNETT PARADE, NORTH KEW, E5, 

VICTORIA 
TEL. WL 1465 

BANKERS: BANK OF AUSTRALASIA LTD., MELBOURNE 



PHILATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

LEADERSHIP 
In any field of human endeavour, sport, business or industry, 

etc., one man, one business will always be the accepted and 
acknowledged Leader. 

In the Philatelic World, Orlo-Smith & Co. is the accepted 
Leader, so far as Stamps of The Australian Commonwealth 
are concerned. 

We do not claim to be the largest firm, nor do we' claim to 
hold the largest stock, nor do we claim to be the only dealers 
supplying Australian Stamps. 

\,Ye will probably within a year be soon selling Australian 
Stamps and no others. 

The demands for Australian Stamps are heavy, and will con­
tinue, and our time can be fully employed in satisfying those 
demands. 

We are publishers and proprietors of "The Commonwealth 
Specialist Catalogue" and each year the revision of prices is 
carried out with clue consideration of every contributing factor. 

We are rcacly to supply from our stock items in this publica­
tion, at the prices given; we are ready to purchase good collec­
tions at valuations based upon the same prices . 

In other words: 

"The same measure will be used for buying as for selling." 

"The Commonwealth Specialist Catalogue" establishes the 
Standard of Value of Australian Stamps all over the world, 
and every care should be exercised by Collectors to deal from 
well-established and authoritative sources. 

Letters of Enquiry. Correspondents seeking information or 
advice must send a Stamped and Addressed Envelope for reply. 

ORLO-SMITH & CO. 
244 Collins Street, Melbourne 
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M. C. COHEN 
For 

STAMPS OF AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH 
AUSTRALIAN STATES 

PACIFIC ISLANDS 

FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 

FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES MANUFACTURED BY 

STANLEY GIBBONS, OF LONDON, ALWAYS ON HAND 

SIMPLEX ALBUM with sheets 11" x 9", beautiful ivory surface 42/6 

SE ATOR ALBUM with white semi-cartridge sheets 11" x 9" 34/9 

EXETER ALBUM, peg binding with patent catch, leaves serni-
cartridge IOt" x 9t", imitation leather binding . . . . . . 34/9 

SIMPLEX JUNIOR as Simplex but 91'' x 7f' . . . . . . . . . . 23/9 
Postage 1/6 extra on each of the above items. 

STANLEY GIBBONS 1949 Catalogue Part IA, Period 1840-1936 21/­
(postage 3d). 

STANLEY GIBBONS 1949 Catalogue Geo. VI. issues only. Period 
1937 to elate, 6/- (postage 3cl). 

M. C. COHEN 
2 1 Royal Arcacle, Sydney 

Phone: MA5884 
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COMMONWEAL TH and 
PACIFIC ISLANDS 

for 

Beginners, Medium and Specialist Collectors 

Fine stocks of 'roos, Commemoratives, and Imprints. Blocks of 4 and 

Rarities always on hand. 

W ANTEU TO BlJY 

Commonwealth and Pacific Islands Collections and accumulations, 

Deceased Estates, Rarities, and anything choice in the above. 

REMEMBER 

When you thi·nk of Commonwealth you just naturallv think of 

T·HORNHILL 
F. A. THORNHILL 

Westall Road, Springvale, Melbourne, Victoria 

Telephone UM9280 
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FOR SALE 

BY PRIVATE TREATY 

The H . R. Harmer Private Treaty Service is primarily equipped to 

meet the needs of the Vendor who seeks speedy sale of his Property <lt 

a fixed price or who, for any other reason, prefers an absence of pu h­

licity to the limelight of the sale by Auction; this Service utilises the 

full facilities of the linked great selling resources of om London, New 

York and Sydney Houses. 

Whether. however, vou wish to sell by Private Treaty or Auction 

we shall be glad to discuss selling potentialities with you. 

H . R. HARMER AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 

2b Castlereagh Street, Sydney. 

II. R. HARMER LTD. 

39-42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON W.l. 

iv. 

H. R. HARMER INC. 

32 East 57th Street, 

NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
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A WHY AND SOME WHEREFORES 

Several reasons have prompted this new excursion into a vale, philatelically 
speakfog, of blood and sweat and tears. We will only elaborate on ONE. 

Stamp collecting can of course be pursued in a multitude of ways and this 
variety provides its peculiar ( some say very peculiar) charm. However, there are 
always some of you who aim at doing a little more with the hobby than the 
majority, who desire to be above the average, who wish to impart to it your own 
particular individuality. 

If those aspirations can be realised, you not only become real collectors but you 
continue real collectors to your life's encl. THIS JOURNAL IS FOR YOU. 

Too many intelligent people who take up stamp collecting give it up all too soon. 
For hick of sound advice and help, they slowly gravitate into the flowing stream 
called MOB where they are gradually lost to view and often, indeed, drowned. We 
feel that the most important job any Society can do is to see that the more than 
average man is, by making available to him the full experience of the already 
initiated, turned into a more than · average collector. Once you become that, you 
won't give up lightly, rather you will continue to strive for a standard of perfection­
and you will soon discover that many are available to you. 

You will find-if you do not know it already-that a great deal of pleasure and, 
information is to be obtained from reading about stamps. No collector can expect to 
be better than average unless he reads, and not only reads about his own interests 
but also about those of the other fellow. Facts are important but SUGGESTION 
is egu~lly so-and it is well established that the happiest and most successful 
collectors and students are possessed not only of exact knowledge but of broad and 
tolerant views. We believe that this Journal will help to develop your collecting­
all our collecting in fact-on balanced, informed and enjoyable lines. 

A word about our WRITERS . These gentle,men write as they collect, because they 
love it. They receive no fee, they expect none. Their highest reward will be your 
appreciation and there are two main ways in which you can express this. In the 
first place, if you enjoy the Journal yourself, you should recommend it to friends. 
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[n the second, if some point or phase of an article interests you, don't hesitate to 
write to the author. There is nothing so Battering to him-you are making contact 
with an informed collector and your hobby becomes a liver thing. 

We also take this opportunity of introducing to you our EDITOR, Hugh Campbell. 
Mr. Campbell is a young man, but we believe he will go far in philately. A keen 
and broad collector (we mention Fiji, Hong Kong and St. Helena as some of his 
fields ) he is at the same time blessed with a fine knowledge of philatelic literature 
and its requirements. His keenness has indeed become a byword in the publishing 
Society, where, in a very short space of time, the Library has been arranged, organised 
and enlarged from something rather negligible to something very much worth while. 
He will be continually assisted by other enthusiasts, ::>like on the literary as on the 
business side. 

It has been a big job promoting a Collectors' Journal, it will be just as big a iob 
keeping it going. We are fortunate indeed in possessing many willing and able 
hands, and their parts will become more apparent as we go forward. 

One last word. Remember, this Journal is NOT a Newspaper. It is a record, and 
we will leave no stone unturned to see that it is maintained as a record that you 
will be glad to read, and pleased to keep. 

J.R.W.P. 

SOME GOOD WISHES 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

"Philately from A11Stralia"- These three words may have a significance to the 
many thousands who are adherents to our hobby in these shores, but in the future 
they will be almost household words, in that they are chosen as the title of the 
publication which today makes its bow to the stamp-loving public. This great 
Commonwealth of" ours has produced not only some of the most interesting stamps 
of the world in its issues, firstly of the States themselves, and secondly of the 
general emissions which cover all our States, hut it is also the birthplace of some 
of the most distinguished philatelists who have devoted years oE their lives to the 
study oE these particular stamps. In this paper it is expected that the results of 
the work and researches oE those who have given so many of their leisure hours 
for the benefit and welfare of philately will be handed to the world for the general 
knowledge and enlightenment of those who read these pages. Australian philatelists' 
have been fortunate in being able to learn and increase their knowledge from 
the publication of the great philatelic periodicals of other parts of the world. Let 
us hope that now our philatelists will give in this Journal something which will 
help others in distant lands, add to the general store oE knowledge, and so further 
the welfare of our mutual interest. Australia has received much from our friends 
overseas. Now let it be said that we will reciprocate by giving you and them 
Philately from Australia.-F.T.B. 
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YOU CAN'T TAKE IT WITH YOU 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

On behalf of the philatelists in this State, I should like to mention our hope 
that Philately from Australia will be a great success. The publication will un­
doubtedly provide a much needed want. There should no longer be the need for 
Australian philatelists to rely solely on overseas journals for first-class information 
concerning their hobby. May we extend to you our best wishes for the success 
of the new journa 1.-A.G.H.B. 

WESTERN AUSTMLIA 

On behalf of the philatelists of Western Australia, a cordial welcome is ex­
tended to Philately from Aiistralia. We comi:nend the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Victoria for its initiative and enterprise and trust that the undertaking will 
prove an unqualified success in all respects.-W.H.B. 

YOU CAN'T T Al(E IT WITH YOU 
WHY NOT WRITE ABOUT IT NOW? 

By the Editor 

Stamps, like any other tangible asset into which man may convert his wealth, 
must be left behind him when he dies. From the actual collection his heirs and 
assigns will benefit, but the accumulated store of knowledge derived from a life-long 
study of philately cannot be bequeathed by a clause in a will. If, therefore, a student 
of philately is to give to posterity the benefit of his knowledge, he must commit it 
to paper while it is within his power to do so. 

This, of course, is the policy of many of the world's leading students, as countless 
articles appearing in philatelic journals in many languages over the last seventy 
years and more bear witness. One of our most prominent philatelists even goes so 
far as to regard the actual collection of stamps merely as a means to an end; that 
end being to elucidate a problem associated with some aspect of philately and to 
set down the results for the benefit of other students. The late Fred Melville, who 
has been called philately's greatest missionary, followed very much the same principle, 
with the difference that a lot of bis work consisted in collating and synthesising all 
earlier writings on a subject in convenient handbook form. 

On the other hand, there are numerous students who have not added one iota to 
the permanent store of knowledge on their subject, though they may be well known 
in their local circle as an authority on some particular aspect. Even international 
celebrities may leave it too late. As a recent reference in Stamps makes it clear, 
the late Alfred Lichtenstein was an outstanding example. He achieved a world-wide 
reputation through his efforts in promoting the hobby, particularly in the 
United States, and as an organiser he was unsurpassed-he was responsible for 
much of the preliminary work in connection with the recent Centenary International 
Exhibition in New Yo~k, though he did not live to see the fruition. But he was 
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also a great collector and a. fine student, and he probably knew more about the 
stamps of Canada than any other man can hope to know. In making this statement 
I am not forgetting that Winthrop S. Boggs' handbook on Canada is one of the 
modern classics of philatelic literature. If later generations could have had the benefit 
of the knowledge of both these gentlemen, then Canadian students would probably 
have been in a happier position than the devotees of almost any other country. As it 
was, much of Mr Lichtenstein's knowledge of Canada (and indeed of many other 
countries which he collected on a similar scale) died with him, and our hobby is 
the poorer for the lack of it. He is only one example, and there must have been 
many ''mute, inglorious Miltons" who died without leaving a record of studies which 
might have startled the philatelic world. 

There is an interesting parallel to this in the profession of the law. The fame 
of a grea t advocate only persists for those who knew him. His voice, his wit, his 
power are gone. The wisdom of a great judge is, however, preserved for the record, 
with consequent benefit to future students. 

This is a lesson we can all take to heart, and it ·is to be hoped that the publication 
of this journal wi ll encourage many students of Australasian stamps who have so 
far failed to add to the common store of knowledge to give the benefit of their 
research to their fellow philatelists. It is true that the majority of those who will 
be contributing to our early numbers have already made their name in philatelic 
litera ture, and their articles would gladly have been accepted by overseas journals, 
but they will be establishing the standard for our publication. We shall always be 
grateful for their contributions, but it is also our desire to encourage new authors, 
and to present their work to the world. '111e know you are doing the work-there 
have never been so many keen students in Australasia as there are today-so let us 
see the results. We shall be pleased, too, to publish contributions from overseas 
studen ts interested in the stamps of this region. As for discoveries not suited to a 
full-length atticle, Mr Norden or Mr Purves will always be delighted to record 
them in their pages. . 

It is an unfortunate fact that some very fine students have not the ability to 
present their ideas on paper in a readable form. The solution to this problem would 
appear to lie in the study circle, since those members most facile with the pen can 
present the results of the combined study on behalf of the group. Some of these 
study circles overseas have done excellent work, not to mention those in New South 
Wales; but elsewhere in Australia, for some reason or other, our philatelists have 
not taken up the idea. The Philatelic Societies cannot be held primarily responsible 
for this, for while they can give every encouragement and all possible assistance 
in the way of faci lities, etc., the real drive must come from the potential members 
of the groups if they are to be successful. Go to it, and let us have the results. 

IIalf the joy of discovery comes from being able to tell others about it. Previously 
some students may have felt their Society unsympathetic in making it easy for them 
to publish their findings. THIS IS NOT THE CASE NOW. We give you the 
opportunity, and hope you will take it. 

H.M.C. 
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THc TRA/t OF 

<COM MONWIEAIL lllfi 
Conducted by E. NORDEN 

[Eric Norden, as all of iis who know him can hear 1vit11ess, is, in what­
ever fields he works, a cheerfi,l and tireless investiRator. In stamps his 

· specialities are Australian Commonwealth (the land of his adoption) and 
Sweden (the land of his birth). 1-Ie really KNOWS Commonwealth, from 
the first issue to the Inst . We lrnve to say this because he is the most modest 
of students and won't tell you these things himself. Possessed of a natu.ral 
energy and enthmiasm most refreshing in a world too frequently idl.e, he has 
done a great deal in many direct-ions to fmt.her the progress of the hobby in 
Melbourne, particularly in the Societies and in the Schools. He was for the 
year 1947-48 President of the Commonwealth and Air Mail Society of 
Melhomne.] 

When planning the publication of Philately from Australia the Publication 
Committee decided that the large army of Commonwealth collectors should be 
specially catered for, and it was agreed that "The Trail of Commonwealth" should 
be a regular feature in this journal. I think that the decision r.eached was a wise 
one, though I have some doubts on the wisdom of the choice which selected me 
as a "conductor." There are other philatelists in this country who, in certain 
directions at least, are probably better equipped than myself. I am, however, 
delighted to do the job and will do my utmost to make this feature, with assistance 
from all good Australian philatelists, interesting, informative and worth-while. 
Its success depends upon YOU. The sooner you realize that team work is essential 
in our hobby, more so than in any other, the sooner you will REALLY enjoy 
stamp collecting and help to make it MORE enjoyable. Unfortunately there are 
too many collectors who take up the attitude: 'What is yours is mine, and what 
is mine is my own," or "Help me-you can ' help yourself." They are always 
willing to let the other man do the work. Are YOU going to be one of THEM 
or will you help me? 

Having made an appeal for YOUR help it might be advisable to state some 
of the reasons why this feature is being published. 

5 
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(1) To help to maintain and, if possible, increase the popularity of Common­
wealth Stamps. 

(2) To publish new philatelic discoveries of importance. 
(3) To publish ideas which can be used for the purpose of assisting Common­

wealth collectors indivjdually and/ or collectjvely. 
New issues, market tips, etc., will not be discussed since other philatelic journals 

adequately deal with such items. 
A word, by way of introduction, on some topics on which I feel strongly. 

MINOR VARIETIES 

Minor vanet1es in new issues, or for that matter any issue, will not be com­
mented upon unless they tell an IMPORTANT PHILATELIC STORY. 

Any one intending to specialise should first of all gather together as much 
information as possible and solicit the assistance of collectors possessing expert 
knowledge. If you don't, the initial lessons will be costly indeed. Many budding 
specialists pay exorbitant prices for more or less imaginary varieties, only to find 
at a later date that they have been well and truly "stung." Some of them then 
give up collecting in disgust, others keep on collecting but sneer with contempt 
at the specialist-in their eyes merely a "Dot and Dash Artist!" However, there 
is a big difference between the specialist's method of collecting and that adopted 
by our friend the "D and D artist"! The latter collects, haphazardly, anything 
which he can in his imaginative mind classify as a variety-a minute plate 
variety, an inking flaw, or perhaps a few marks left by a hungry silverfish. 

The true specialist, however, collects minor varieties only when he can, through 
them, piece together a philatelic story. They might assist him in determining 
how a particular issue was printed-how many plates were used-how the plates 
were made; and in many cases with their help he can definitely prove that a 
retouch has been made or a substitution has taken place. The minor plate variety 
can also be of the greatest importance when determining the GENUINENESS 
of a particular stamp and students should bear in mind the importance of closely 
studying their stamps. . 

It is not generally realised that there are some scarce Commonwealth varieties 
which are easi.Ly forged, and unless you possess a quartz lamp you might have 
difficulty in detecting the forgery. However most of the varieties referred to· also 
show minor plate flaws which would not be so easy to copy, even if the forger 
knew that they existed. As an example, the genuine "line through value" variety 
in the 4d. ( Geo. V. orange and violet), of which 1 have seen ma!1Y "forgeries," 
can readily be iqentified by its lower right corner. There the join where the 
inner white frame lines meet extends more towards the corner than usual-quite 
a prominent little variation. Armed with this knowledge a collector can safely 
make his purchase in this particular case. 

At some other time I may have the opportunity of publishing a number of 
minor "identification marks" which should assist the beginner at least to purchase 
these higher priced varieties with some feeling of security. Incidentally, there are 
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THE TRAIL OF COMMONWEALTH 

retouches which you could not identify with certainty unless you had a way of 
telling the particular stamp. 

The 2s. Kangaroo retouched "cut throat" is a typical example. 
Moral: Do not neglect the minor varieties but use them logically. IViost of them 

are of little interest and certainly have no special vah1e as individual stamps. 
Do not become a "D & D artist" but collect intelligently. 

COLOURS 

Colours, or shades as we often ( somewhat incorrectly) call them, are tricky--'­
very tricky, indeed. 

Have you ever stopped to think why such a lot of arguing, and I would almost 
like to say strife, goes on about this subject and why such a lot of time is wasted 
over it. Let us, as an example, deal with the surface-printed ld. red Geo. V. 

Assume that all the different colours, sub-colours, shades and sub-shades generally 
given, were true colours and shade varieties. You would then have some 150 odd 
variations to identify and classify. This would be quite a task even when dealing 
with all colours, but now you have to sort out a multitude of "shades" from only 
red variations. 

Our friends, Stanley Gibbons Ltd., published at one time a "Colour Guide" 
for stamp collectors. Although the whole range of colours was represented, one 
hundred "shades" were deemed sufficient. Now we call in another expert-a 
doctor who is an eye specialist. By the way, he is also a philatelist and his views, 
recently published in an overseas philatelic journal, should be read by anyone 
interested in "shades." 

First of all, he tells us, your colour sight is almost certainly slightly different 
from others. It alters as you grow older, it is not the same in the morning as at 
night, and varies with your physical condition. Then when you try to pick out 
your 150 or so shades you might sit by the window, when colours reHected from 
outside objects such as brick walls, trees, etc., will blend in nicely with all your 
"penny reds" and give them new and fascinating hues! 

Then finally, if you look at your penny reds for any length of time you will 
find that the retina of your eyes is gradually affected in such a way that the 
counter colour to red, i.e., green, will be noticeable · to you, again apparently 
altering the colours of your stamps. Such is the case if au - these "shades" were 
TRUE, but anyone who has really tackled the job thoroughly knows that many 
of the so-called shades are non-existent as definite varieties of the PRINTING 
INKS used. You probably have at times seen quite a few shades ON THE SAME 
SHEET OF STAMPS. You might also have realized what age does to some 
pigments-and as to used penny reds you probably have seen how, when you 
soak a batch of them, a few "aniline" specimens will increase your supply of 
shades. 

Should you collect "Penny Red" shades? Yes, o course you should, but classify 
them according to the year of issue, and annotate only the major shade varieties. 
Remember, do not pay FANCY PRICES FOR FANCY SHADES. 
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Try these experiments and sa ti sfy yourself how ridiculous it is to try to classi fy 
literally hundreds of "shades" which, of course, IF DEFINITE, should be easily 
recognized and named by ALL specialists. 

(I ) Take six more or less obscure shades and approach six specialists individually 
to classify them. 

(2) Ask the same specialists in a few weeks' time to repeat their classification. 
I think the results of your enquiries will sa tisfy you_ that Penny Red shades 

are tricky to say the least. 

THE HIGH VALUE KANGAROOS: SOME NEW MATERIAL 

We have recently had the opportunity of examining : 

( i) a mint half sheet of 60 (6 x IO), left pane, of the £2 small mult. wmk. 

(ii) a mint block of 24 (6 x 4), from the top left of the sheet, of the 
5s. mult. C of A wmk. 

(iii) a precisely similar block ( to ii above) of the IOs. mult. C of A Wmk. 

The same "Kangaroo" varieti es can be found in all three, though the {,2 
is, of course, from an earlier state of the Plate. 

These high values are of grea t interest, but though much work has been done 
and there are some fine collections of them, a complete, authoritative study of 
them is one of our present great lacks in Commonwealth stamps. 

The half sheet is naturally of a unique character and should be of great assis­
tance to our leading students. With the twofold idea therefore of recording it 
now while it is unbroken, and also of assisting those students (whom we know 
are well on the road ) to get a little further along it, we are i.llustrating it. Not 
having any vast knowledge of the subject ourselves we don 't propose to do more 
than indicate certain broad outlines, and will leave a more detailed study ( and 
description of the many constant plate varietie~ in both plates) to those we know 
are concentrating on the problem. 

We will deal here only wi th the pane of £2. We want to emphasise-

]. The "Kangaroo" Plate 

The following has no reference at all . to "tail" varieties, e.g., "cut tails," "thick · 
tails," "thin tails," etc. These can be seen from the illustration and are valuable as 
a further check, but for the sake of brevity are omitted from our present con­
siderations. In the "Kangaroo" plate it must, however, be emphasised that there 
are many small constant white 8aws, nicks, etc., in all parts of the design, 
exclusive of the "tail" and "face" varieties most specialists recognise. Apart from 
"tail" varieties the following positions in the pane from the "Kangaroo" plate show 
identi-fiable constant . ~aws, viz : · 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 ( Nos. l to 6 would a ll appear to have a "pointed ear" at 
left-also found in 5s. and IOs. blocks) 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 30, 32, 33, 37, 38, 41 , 44, 45, 50, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60-28 positions. 
Of these, IO, 41 , and 56 are the most outstanding, 56 is of peculiar interest. 

8 



THE TRAIL OF COMMONWEALTH 

We believe this to be a "double-strike," since it shows the grass at the right 
markedly longer ( higher) fhan usual, and various other signs of a close 
doubling, e.g. around the head. The illustration cannot of course do this 
variety full justice. Most if not all of the above varieties will be recognised 
by our leading students. This note only establishes their position in the 
sheet. 

2. Constant Plate varieties in the £2 frame-plate 

These are to be found ( inter alia ) on Nos. 1, 3, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 22, 27, 28, 
;1, 35, 36, 37, 44, 45, 49, 54, 57, 58 in this pane. The more prominent (most of 
which our students will readily recognise) are in Nos. 3, 20, 36, 44, 49, 57 and 58. 

It will be noticed that, excluding "tail" varieties, the above two lists of constant 
varieties from one or both plates cover 37 of the 60 stamps in the pane, and 
sFecialists will no doubt be able to carry the matter rather further as we do not 
claim to have exhausted the possibilities. This is one of the few stamps in Com­
monwealth capable ( or nearly capable) of being plated and re-plated. 

In the . sheet examined, Nos. 35 and 36 appear clearly to show the Die 2 
characteristics, while the other 58 are Die I. It may therefore be that these are 
later substitutions, but on the other hand it is just possible that their appearance 
is clue to some vagary of the "make-ready." Only further material, in the shape of 
further identical copies of 35 and 36 (both of which apparently show constant 
frame-plate flaws ), can assist us in solving this question. 

3. Certain stamps in the £2 pane show weakness around the top of the £2, etc. 
We think most if not all of these varieties are due to an inadequate "make 
ready." In another printing, with a heavier "make ready," they may not be found. 
They also, with· the tails, have therefore been omitted from our calculations. 

4. Finally we have to remember the tw~ main problems now facing our investi­
gators. These are: 

(a) the various "tinkerings" with the "Kangaroo" plate in its later stages. 

(b) the nature of the "Kangaroo" overprint plate. There does not appear to be 
any "repeat" of a group in the pane examined. It is apparently a "60 group." 
Was this 60 group used twice, or was the plate one of 120 impressions? We ask 
this question because we are not sure what Kangaroo varieties there are in this 
£2 outside those noted in the pane in question. If of 120, was this in two halves 
or a continuous surface? · 

Enough for the moment. More next time on the method. of production of both 
''Kangaroo" and Frame plates. 

5s. BRIDGE; MAJOR RECUT 

It will be recollected that a major plate variety of this nature, originally dis­
covered by that well known Queensland veteran, Mr. G. Toni , was described and 
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illustrated in Stamps and Coins for August 1948. There it was said to be No. 1 
in the sheet. 

Mr. Purves tells me he has had the opportunity of seeing a very similar variety 
( of at least egual prominence) in a complete sheet of 20 (5 x 4), where it was 
No. l 2. Is this a new variety or was an error made in Stamps and Coins? 

2d. BRIDGE, SURFACE PRINTED 

Mr. Purves has shown me some interesting material here, the feature under 
discussion being the marginal lines. It is clear from the material submitted 
that there were at least fo1a different sheets from four different plates. What­
ever side of a sheet was on the outside of the block of four sheets, that side 
had a solid, continuous marginal line. All inside marginal lines, however, 
consisted of a series of marginal lines each the length or breadth of the 
stamp ( as the case might be) . \Nhere a corner of a sheet is the result of 
the meeting of a solid line and a broken line ( or of two broken lines) there is a 
smallish coloured corner square or rectangle. From this it follows that according 
to their markings, four different corner blocks will be found ( whether we consider 
the top left, top right, lower left, or lower right of a sheet)-dependent upon 
whether we find both marginal lines continuom, both marginal lines brol~en or 
one marginal line broken and the other continuous (two different combinations). 
Specialists can, therefore, demonstrate, with corner blocks, the number of different 
sheets ( and hence plates) used. I think similar marginal markings will be found 
in the later 2d.'s (Geo. V. Die 2) and 3d. (ditto) if not other stamps. By the 
way, these 2d.'s surface-printed Bridges were in sheets of 88 stamps in two panes 
of 44 ( 4 x ] l) ; this being the only instance of its kind in Commonwealth 
stamps. In the material submitted No. 30· in the right pane from the top left sheet 
shows a small retouch affecting the horizontal lines of shading to the right of 
the lower half of the 'd' in the 2d. at right. 

ld. KANGAROO VARIETIES 

Mr. Jack Cato, one of our best known specialists, writes as follows: "Here are 
two major flaws on the one penny red 'Roo's. I illustrate these with two stamps 
from my collection chiefly to point out the difference in these varieties because 
in far too many collections the first variety is mistaken for the second one. · 

"The first variety is catalogued as 'Extra Island,' with a note stating that it is 
from a later printing only. This is not correct, as I have one specimen of it 
.::ancelled 6th Sept. 1913. Actually it was on issue for a long time and is quite 
common. It consists of a large white flaw near Tasmania and in the early days of 
Commonwealth collecting was known as the 'double Tasmania.' 

"The second stamp is catalogued as 'Large Flaw Around Tasmania' with a note 
i;tating that this Haw was partly responsible for the withdrawal of the DIE 1 plate. 
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This statement (which is a guess only) may be correct as the stamp is extremely 
>Carce. 

"Mr. Orlo-Smith once told me that as far as he knew there. were only about 
twenty-five copies known. If that is so it is very much under-priced in the 
catalogue. 

"It is perhaps the most prominent constant Haw to be found in any of the stamps 
of the Commonwealth and it would be interesting to know just what encrustation 
caused it. It is possible, of course, that it was due to a semi-permanent ink clog, in 
which event the statement quoted above would not be true." 

TI-IE TRUTH ABOUT THE l(ANGAROO "DIES" 
By ]. R. w. PURVES, F.R.P.S.L. 

The possibilities of variation, even in the one type of stamp production, are so 
extensive that even for those of us who have spent many years studying the intricacies 
of the subject, it is sometimes impossible to reach a definite conclusion. That is so 
whenever the undoubted facts, drawn, however, only from the stamps themselves, 
are compatible with more than one explanation. In that event, the Ieader will say, 
why not go to the people who prepared the plates and printed the stamps? Why not 
go straight away and get this information without having all the fag and bother 
(one might also add the satisfaction) of an intricate piece of philatelic research, not 
to say of some rather intense cogitation? 

Now, if this was all there was to it our problems would be problems no longer. 
But, however crazy researchers are, we still prefer an easy method of getting results, 
if it be available, to a difficult one. It can therefore be taken that there is a great 
deal more to it. 

In the first place, these problems rarely become problems foI us until years later, 
sometimes very many years. The best histories in fact are only written a long time 
after the events they portray. If it were (or had ever been ) possible, living in the 
present, to get a perfect bird 's eye view, history, as we know it, would have been 
altered out of recognition. 

In the next place printing, to a printer, is simply a job. It is mistakenly assumed, 
very mistakenly, that any printer can give a worthwhile opinion on technical problems 
associated with philately; an opinion, further, which is better than that of' expert 
philatelists who have spent a life-time studying the subject. 

The truth is that all printers tend to be ~pecialists in their particular form of 
production. Few of them know the finer points in other forms of production, and 
they approach any such problem on the assumption that it is similar to the ones 
they meet themselves. Even with n commercial printer of wide knowledge it is very 
important, if his opinion is to be worth whi le, to question him clearly and in detail 
to provide against the possibilities either of ignorance or a mental bias due to his 
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better acquaintance with a different process. STAMP printing, and indeed all 
SECURITY printing, is a very special type of printing indeed, and few, except the 
particular printer concerned, can really give any reliable information on its finer 
roints. In general the average commercial printer knows little of the detailed 
methods employed in security printing. 

Applying these various considerations to the subject in hand: 

We are now in 1949. Thirty-six years have elapsed since the Kangaroo stamps 
appeared. Other processes, first the Perkins· Bacon process for laying down steel 
plates For surface printing, and later the various processes used for producing 
recessed printing plates, have supplanted the original method . . 

Few if any employees can be found who were on the job in 1913. Being just 
another iob, whi le there are some records kept, the initial details ·so loved by 
researchers are often precisely those that were never noted. The job was to produce 
plates to print stamps. The various steps on the road were of no special significance 
or interest to the printers. They were simply part and parcel of their 'trade. which, 
as we have already said, is a very exclusive one. 

Also, to date, their watchword being Security, the Powers that be in Australia 
have never been celebrated for the alacrity with which they dispense technical 
information to needy ( or is it weedy?) philatelists. 

Such information has been given (sometimes it has had to be "wrung out") on 
rare and special occasions and to selected persons. To be fair, we must realise this 
is a legitimate viewpoint for which we cannot wholely blame a harassed officialdom. 

All these things being so make our job certainly more interesting, but oh, much, 
much harder. 

It has been necessary to treat these practical and psychological angles at some 
length to be able to appreciate certain basic problems in Commonwealth research, 
such a problem for instance as the nature of the Die or Dies used for the Kangaroo 
stamps up to 2s. The higher bi-<::olours (Ss. to £2) are in a class by themselves, and 
I believe you will hear something about them soon from other students. 

In 1946 I wrote a long article, to which a great deal of thought was given, .putting 
forward the theory that from the sole steel die in blank engraved by Samuel Reading, 
certain electrotype "working dies" were made, which, with the plugs added for the 
figures and letters of value ( the original plugs having also been prepared by Read­
ing) were used to stamp the moulds for the requisite electrotype printing plates. 
Numerous facts seemed to support this theory which indeed was heavily buttressed. 
Later, a second possibility struck me, viz., that only one die was ever used­
Reading's steel die, and that there were no separate "working dies" at all. These 
so-<::alled "dies" meant that the various subsequent stages ( there are five of them) 
were simply the result of wear or damage to Reading's steel die, which in that 
event would have been used to stamp some 5000 lead moulds for electrotypes 
( these would include those for Stationery Plates). The main obstacle to this alterna­
tive theory was the correction of the "Die 1 Break" since all si1hsequent states of the 
die consistently showed this break closed. Those interested in the details can consult 
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the two articles in question, either in the A.S.M. or in Major Dormer Legge's book, 
where they have been reproduced. 

Suffice to say the first theory met with general support from students here and 
overseas. It was the one I liked mvself, it was more in accordance with known 
practice, it looked right. Alas for human follibility! IT WAS WRONG. THE 
ALTERNATIVE WAS CORRECT. 

Some time after these articles were published I had the good fortune to contact 
a gentleman who was actually employed in the production of the plates. Remem­
bering the various traps for young players outlined above I approached the subject 
cautiously. I mentioned that we knew Reading was responsible for the Steel Die 
and the Steel Value plugs. "Ah," he said, "those were marvellous plugs. The per­
fection of the fit was quite miraculous, and I doubt if we have a craftsman today 
who could do as good a job. Of course, Reading was a very expert letter cutter, so 
these pl11gs were up his street." "vVell," I said, "how did you manage for plugs for 
working dies? Did you use the plugs themselves or electrotype reproductions of 
them?" "Working Dies," he said, "we only had one Working Die, Reading's original 
Steel Die." I said, "But we calculate you must have used it to stamp upwards of 
5000 lead moulds." "Yes," he said, "that would not surprise me at all though she 
was a bit the worse for wear at the nnish." "But," and here I threw in the remnants 
of my shattered artillery, "how do you account for the removal of the 'Die 1 Break'?" 
At that he looked a bit dazed (I had forgotten he was not a Commonwealth Col­
lector! ) and innocently asked me what this "Die 1 Break" was. I explained and 
produced some stamps to make it clearer. "Ah," he said, "we had a man there then 
who could do that sort of thing." It was my turn to be dazed-"What sort of 
thing?" I asked. "Close the ends of the break," he said. "The break was probably the 
result of a very fine division indeed but sufficient at a later stage to prevent its 
closing by the Row of ink. In all likelihood the break also showed up rather more 
in the printing electrotypes than in the original die." 

"But how did he close it?" I pressed my quarry. "Well, he would use a special 
instrument somewhat as a wedge is used and by skilful and delicate manipulation 
would have forced the ends together, if not wholly, at least sufficiently for the 
printing ink to obscure any fault. I didn't see. it done myself. I don't remember it 
being clone, but there was only the one original engraved die used and it must 
have been done-. I remember this man doing similar jobs on other occasions." 

This gentleman, whose name I may one day be permitted to give, knew his job. 
He wasn't the Office-Boy either. Further,. I would not be writing this article if I 
was not perfectly s1ffe, in my own mind, that the facts were as he ,gave them. 

This is doubtless somewhat o~ a shock to students' opinions ( my own included) 
but what is the object of research if not the ascertainment of the truth. 

When I wrote the second article referred to I concluded by stating that it was 
hoped, at a later stage, to give you "the real McKay." 

Well, here he is, even more Scotch than one had supposed, using only the one 
die to stamp about 5000 moulds! 
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A record of Unchronicled, Uncatalogued or Unappreciated Major 

Varieties in the stamps of the Australian States and the Pacific Islands. 

Conducted by J. R. W. PURVES, F.R.P.S.L. 

A few remarks are perhaps necessary to introduce this feature, which has as its 
main objects the re-kindling of interest, in this country, in the issues of the States 
and, abroad, in the issues of the Pacific Islands. The average Australian viewpoint 
is now, since it lives in it and for it, largely concerned with the present and near 
present, and not with the past. Abroad, there is a greater realisation that History, to 
be properly understood, must embrace both past and present. Philately, like every­
thing else, is subject to evolution and there is little that is done today that is not the 
direct result of something done yesterday. For instance, if Commonwealth collectors 
had studied the later issues of Victoria, Tasmania, Western Australia, Papua and 
South Australia, printed by J. B. Cooke, under the aegis of the Commonwealth, at 
the Government Printing Office, Melbourne, in the period 1908-1912, and the 
circumstances and manner in which those stamps were produced, they would have 
found it much easier to get the correct "slant" on the "Kangaroo" and early Postage 
Due Issues. This is not to suggest that all Commonwealth collectors should start 
with a collection of States' stamps 'from 1901 ( though there is much to be said 
for this view) but to indicate that precisely the same sort of things, in every 
direction, can be found in the later stamps of the States as occur · in the Kangaroo 
series, even to the use of value "plugs" for insertion in and use with a main die in 
the stamping of moulds for electrotypes. 

Some circles abroad indeed tend to go to the other extreme. Becoming disgusted 
with the stamp issuing antics of some countries, they have reached the conclusion 
that the only stamps worth collecting are those of the "classic" period, particularly 
those issued, for purely postal needs, before the arrival of the collector had intro­
duced an artificial factor which, quite early in the piece, led- to "racketeering" of 
one kind or another. This view is also too extreme to be applied generally, but 
curiously enough it is probably responsible for the comparatively little interest taken 
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in England in the stamps of the Paci fi e Islands, whose first issues, in the opinion 
:Jf the stern classicist, came too late to be ranked in the chosen fold. Fiji 1870, 
Samoa 1877, Tonga 1886, Cook Islands 1892, British New Guinea 1901-these 
issues were all considered too modern. The fact remains that the white man's com­
mercial penetration of the Islands came late, but since the first stamps were 
invariably the result of that early enterprise (and not of the collecting mania) 
most of these issues are, in the writer's opinion, fully entitled to rank as "classics," 
in the truest sense of that term. This column may even inBuence some purely 
Commonwealth collectors to t:;ike up States' stamps. If they decide to do so, a new 
world, both of fact and suggestion, will rise before them, and their' Commonwealth 
collecting will also gather added interest. Not for nothing were the Australian 
States the most popular British Colonial stamps, from 1901 to about 1923, in the 
collecting world of Great Britain nor, today, are Pacific Islands stamps the next in 
popularity, in this country, to those of the Commonwealth. Both groups possess 
more than their share of interest, historic and philatelic, and that interest should, I 
hope, reveal itself, in no uncertain manner, in this column. 

Readers will see that the first instalment is largely occupied with major "plate" 
varieties, some of which were discovered by the writer, but the contents will be kept 
;is varied as possible: I shall always be pleased to receive items from collectors for 
suggested notation and illustration. Due acknowledgment will of course be paid in 
all cases. 

FIJI 
On page 33 of the Postage Stamps of Fiji l 878-1902 I described a printing of the 

4d. on 2d., comprising a total of 5000 stamps, on the 7th November, 1888. For 
this printing (which is also of characteristic shade and paper) a different forme, 
made from a different font of type, was employed. The overprint of this type 
measures 13! mm., as against 12 mm. for the· other three printings. 

The variety is certainly entitled to inclusion in the Catalogue list, and its rarity 
makes it a most desirable acquisition. · 

The two types of overprint are illustrated (opposite page 28) and more fully 
described (on page 34) in the same book. 

QUEENSLAND 

The "GHOST" Varieties of die last 2d. 

These have been known over many years but their extraordinary nature demands 
more than passing notice. They were referred to by Messrs Yardley, Piper and 
myself (and one was illustrated) in three numbers of the London Philatelist for 
1945-46. Their abnormality (which is of a constant nature) consists of an appa.rent 
second white outline to certain white shapes, e.g., the letters of QUEENSLAND, 
middle right ornaments, etc. 

They cannot be the result either of "double-striking" or of a "kiss" (shifted 
print) since these would show only colour doubled. I will not here go into the highly 
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technical theories advanced as to their causation, since anyone interested can consult 
the above references. The pair illustrated was the bottom pair in a block of four 
formerly in the possession of Mr H . Best, a veteran Melbourne collector, who 
pointed out to me that not only was the "ghost" variety illustrated in the L.P. repre­
sented in the block, but that the stamp at left showed a similar, though not so 
prominent, variety. I have found used singles of both, also similar (but not so 
marked) varieties in the 2d. of the previous type (S.G. 289), and further similar 
"ghost" varieties in the 2s. "Stamp Duty" Victoria of 1885-1901. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

(i) A Re-entry on the Id. First Type. 

This variety, which I believe is now illustrated and described for the first time, 
shows a marked duplication (well spaced) of the upper left corner, and there are 
also other traces of re-entry in the top margin and in the shading above the lower 
left corner square. There is no doubt of its nature and constancy, since I possess 
two identical copies, of entirely different shades and printings. Watermark and 
marginal indications suggest that this stamp is almost certainly No. 1 in the sheet. 

Incidentally, a great deal remains to be done on the "Plate Varieties" of the first 
type of South Australia. There have been some scattered references in the philatelic 
press, though there are none to be found in the recent Handbook published by the 
Philatelic Society of South Australia. At least two marked "recuts" ( to value tablet) 
have been described in the ld. value. There are also a number of re-entries (some 
very marked) in each of the plates ( there were two) of the ls. value. These were 
dealt with (and some illustrated) by the writer, and the late Messrs. Benjamin 
Goodfellow and George Ginger in the P.J.G.B. in 1937. 

There are also several good examples in the 2d. and one or two in the 6d. (see 
a recent article by Lt. Col. Redman in The Philatelist for May-June 1948). In the 
case of the ls. complete or nearly complete proof sheets of Plate l exist, which 
made it possible to "place" most of the varieties from that plate. I do not know 
whether the same is true of the 2d., but believe that there is sufficient material in 
existence, in the shape of used strips of 4 (and greater) and other multiple pieces, 
to enable the complete reconstruction of this plate of 240 (20 x 12) by any 
philatelist who really wants a job lo do (!). There are also a number of marked 
plate scratches, etc., e.g., in t~e later printings of the 9d. and ls. values. 

(ii) "Long" Stamps: Large POST AGE: 

No. 57 in Sheet, Plate 2 (later printings) 

As my friends know, the "longies" have and still do give me a great deal of 
pleasure and study. The results of this study were first published in the P.J.G.B. 
in 1936-7, and incorparated last year in the recently-issued Handbook. 

Since that time I have gone to work on them again with a view to filling in some 
of the "holes," of which there arc many and hope, in our next issue, to publish 
some of the new work. 



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PICTURE 

In my original study I designated the variety now illustrated as a "retouch." 
Further research has convinced me thaf I was wrong, that the variety is an electro­
type impression substituted for a previous faulty (evidently very faulty) impression, 
and further that the abnormality taken ;:is indicating retouching is in reality the 
resu It of a "double strike," almost certainly due to the "collar" used being slightly 
too big for the size of mould being strnck, and thus permitting of a little lateral 
movement. 

· These conclusions follow on : 

, , (a) comparison of a pair (56, 57 ) from an early printing and several pairs (56, 
57) from later printings. Here the alignment in the first pair is definitely different 
from that in the latter ( these all ~eing identical ) . Since 56 is the same unit 
throughout, 57 must be represented by two units, one being in substitution of the 
other. 

(b) I have found other instances, in this plate, of constant "double-strike" 
varieties. These will be noted later. All I need say now is that one of their features 
is the increased size and abnormal shape, in one direction or the other, of some or 
other of the colored dots at each side of SOUTH and AUSTRALIA respectively. 

( c) Very careful examination of the variety in question, under a glass, shows a 
close doubling which appears at a more casual glance more or less obscured by inking. 
Note also the .larger size of the RA and the larger than normal dot to the right of 
the last A. 

So far the variety has not been found in the following Plate 2 printings, viz., 6d. 
( either wmk) ; 8d., 9d. and ls. (first printings) ; which indicates that these con­
stituted the earliest printings. It has been found in the 3d. ( all three printings), 
4d., 8d. ( 2nd printing) , 9d. ( most ) , lOd. (both printings) , ls. S.A. & A. (later 
printings), and 2s. 6d. S.A. 

TASMANIA 

Some l mportant "Pictorial" Varieties. 

In 1931 I published in the London Philatelist a series of articles on the methods 
of printing the above series, the stones, the plates, the constant varieties and the 
plate markings. 

These studies were based on a specialised collection made by me over 3-4 years' 
intense hunting. The collection was disposed of in 1938, but in the middle of 1944, 
deciding that there were still many points of great interest demanding elucidation, 
I set to work to accumulate fresh material, and in the process had the unusual 
experience of re-acquiring my original collection. intact. I have never regretted the 
decision to take tip these issues a second time. 

In all my collecting experience I clo not remember being engrossed in a more 
fascinating study, ancient or modern. Most of the tag-ends have now been tied and 
I hope, in the not too far distant future, to produce a Handbook to demonstrate 
adequately their many charms. 
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(i) ld. Pictorial Electrotyped: The "Volcano" Variety. 

This was originally discovered and described by the late P. Malone, of Hobart. 
It was No. 1 in the sheet from Plate 2 and is to be found in all p·intings from 
October, 1902, to September, 1903 ( i.e., in the two shades normally found with 
watermark sideways and upright respectively). In the article' mentioned I wrote­
"this is certainly not a retouch." Further study, further experience, and a more 
careful examination, compel me to eat these words, all of them. It is almost certainly 
a .retouch. Comparison of the normal and the variety shows differences in certain of 
the coloured shapes at the top of the mountain (e.g., the top of the tree) as well as 
extra.lines in th!! variety where there are none in the normal. As will be seen from 
the illustrations, the retouched area wore fast. 

(ii) ld. Electrotyped: The BIG Retouch in Plate 2. 
This was discovered by me in 1944. It is No. 56 in the same sheet as the "Volcano" 

Variety. It is not found in the first printings ( the orange-reds, normally found side­
ways) but occurs only in the printings in rose. It will be noted that in the earlier 
printing this position shows a flaw with some evidence of retouching, across the 
trees at the head of the lake. My thwry is that (as with the "thin FOUR PENCE" 
variety in Commonwealth) the retouched area, being thinner than the surrounding 
portions, wore very rapidly ( the "volcano" wore but not so rapidly) and a drastic 
remedy was necessary if the plate were to be retained for further use. The "big" 
retouch was, in my view, an "added metal" repair involving subsequent crude work 
with the graving tool. Two other retouches are found in the ld. Plates 3 and 4, and 
these will be illustrated in the Handbook. 

(i.i.i) 2d. Litho : Wmk Crown over A: 1907: A Marked Retouch. 

I described one or two retouches on this stamp in my original work, but about 
a year ago found another (of which I now have six copies) of a more extensive and 
interesting nature. The drawing in (over a triangular shaped area) of a number of 
fresh lines of water to the right of the man in the boat is clear, and really very well 
executed. Probably the correction was of a large white area. The variety is to be 
found only in the last lithographed printings on Crown A paper. These, according 
to my recent studies (of which more anon), were from stones (27, 28) employed 
for this value, the stamps printed from these stones being in use from February 
to September, 1907. 

VICTORIA 

(i) 8d. on 9d., 1876: S.G. 335. 

VARIETY: "F.IGHT" PENCE. 

About five years ago I acquired a copy of this stamp (of which a total of only 
60,000 were overprinted) showing a well-broken base to the E of the EIGHT, 
converting it into an F and a more or less vertical dash, the remnants of the E. 
Recently I obtained a second copy, and have also seen a third in another collection. 
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All three are identical, both in respect of the main design and the overprint. There 
is no doubt on the evidence (a) that the Variety is a constant one and ( b) that it 
occurs just the once in the sheet of 120, somewhere down the right side. This 
would mean, if it were there from tJ1e start of the printing, that there was a total 
of 500 only printed of the variety. 

It is the result of a broken E, not of a letter F, but many varieties arising from 
precisely similar causes (e.g. "BELGIGUE," "VICTCRIA," etc.) h<1ve received 
catalogue rank, and this variety is at least of equal interest and importance. I hope 
this note will produce reports of further examples. 

(ii) 2d. Double-lined Oval, 1879-80: S.G. 353. 

The two major retouches of the head and chignon, etc. 

Being well acquainted, from my experience as a Commonwealth collector, with 
the appearance and extent of surface-printed retouches, my first discovery of the 
above two Varieties-some fourteen years ago-was in the nature of a shock, since 
the area affected and the extent of divergence from the normal were so large, 
although the job was well done .in each case. It is too late now, I suppose, to alter 
the term "retouch" to "repa ir'' when dealing with surface-printed stamps. I prefer 
the latter but certainly, in these cases, the HANDWORK (i.e., the drawing in, 
with a graving tool , of NE\iV v\71 IITE lines) is so extensive and detailed as, for 
once, fully to warrant the use of the former term. 

I should, in describing these varieties, emphasise that the repairs were not effected 
in the same way as for our Commonwealth surface-printed stamps. 

Nowadays (and in Victoria since about 1896) the "REPPUSSAGE" method is 
used. This involves a bumping up of the affected area from the back, a burnishing 
off, and a redrawing. In the two cases under discussion the "ADDED MET AL" 
method was used. This consisted of blowing molten metal ( through a blow-pipe) 
on to the fault (usually a marked depression in the plate) and then completing the 
design in the affected area by using a graving tool on the semi-fused metal. ( See 
Melville, Postage Stamps in the Making, 1916, at p. 106). I have made, in the case 
of Victoria, a careful study of this method, which persisted from about 1873 to 
1896. It .came largely as the result of using electrolytic baths of greater capacity, 
which instead of producing "one impression" shells ( normal size) now produced 
"30 impression" and later "120 impression" shells, of a continuous printing surface. 
Prior to 1873 corrections had been made by removing faulty "single impression" 
electros (120 of which, clamped together, made up a plate) and mbstituting fresh 
ones. Bear also in mind that until recent times it was only very marked defects that 
our stamp printers bothered about and that is the main •reason why this class of 
repair variety is so seldom met. There a re other similar varieties to be found in 
Victorian issues, some of the more prominent of which I may illustrate at a later 
time. These two however represent, in my view, the ultimate in this particular 
technique. There is no point in describing here the numerous features of these 
stamps. Comparison with the illustration of the normal will be all that is necessary. 
Tht: stamps were printed from two plates of 120 impressions ( 12 x 10) clamped 
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tqgether, one on top of the other. Each variety should, therefore, be found, on an 
average, about once in every 240 copies. My material has enabled me definitely to 
allocate the varieties, as follows:-

Variety A: Is No. 15 ( in the top row) of one sheet. 
Variety B. ( the more extensive): Is No. 49 ( in the left side) of one sheet, perhaps 

the same sheet as A. Further "plating" material is necessary to prove this conclusively. 

WHA.T CAN A SOCIETY GIVE? 
By F. A. LADBURY 

Fred Ladhury has been only r,r comparatively short time in the world of 
stamps hut has already made quite a deep mark. He is that useful com­
bination, a legal man witli a flair for figures, and his activities as Treasurer 
of the Society of which he is now President have seen that Society'~ 
finances placed on a more secure basis than ever before. He is also Chairman 
of the Finance Committee of our forthcoming Exhibition, and 1J10Ves shortly 
to he launched will demonstrate that this aspect is one ivhioh will receive 
well-planned and skilful treatment. As a Collector his main interests are 
Papua, U.S.A. and-wonder of wonders in this land of marntpials-India 
AND Indian Native States, the last perhaps the strangest of all the varied 
faima ln our philatelic zoo. 

I have been asked, as President of the Publishing Society, to write a few words 
which may help readers the better to appreciate the reasons for the Society's 
taking this step into the field of publication; a step which has made and will 
continue to make further demands upon the time and energies of our Council 
members for which their only reward can be that which comes to all from a job 
worth doing, done well! 

Why do we have Philatelic Societies? Why are busy men prepared to give up 
precious leisure hours to their conduct and direction ? What is their contribu tion 
to the hobby and to collectors? 
· I believe a Society's activities should be of a threefold nature: 

· (a) Educational. 
( b) Functional; provision of services to members. 
(c) Altruistic; contributions to philately in general. 

Let us consid~r our own philatelic beginnings. We· started to collect stamps, 
perhaps, as we had collected birds' eggs, match boxes or cigarette cards. Aunt 
Annie bought us our first small album. We stuck in everything that came along 
that looked like a stamp. (I'm afraid most don't get beyond this stage.) Then a 
kind friend introduced us to old Bert, a philatelist. (All these references, as far 
as living persons are concerned are, of course, "purely coincidental.") We were 
invited to inspect his collection ol' "Pacific Islands" or was it "Commonwealth"? 
Our education had begun. For from the intelligent study of good collections 
we learned: 
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(a) What to collect-the infinite possibilities for novelty, individuality and 
self expression. 

(b) How to set out our stamps to advantage, so that they tell their own story 
and in the process, reveal much of their owners' character (not all of it good! ) . 

(c) How to write up our collections-so that the stamp and not the calligraphy 
holds the attention and retains the interest. 

This,. therefore, would seem to be the llrst function of a Society; that it provides 
flrst-class displays and, as a corollary, first-class lectures by experts in their subjects. 
For there are some aspects of philately, particularly in our first approach to the 
technicalities of printing and papers, that can best be covered only by the spoken 
word · and the blackboard. Our own "Course in Philately," given some years ago 
in connection with the inauguration of our "Stamp Centre," was, I believe, a 
classic example. 

With the stimulus given by these displays, our young collector is now beginning 
to specialise. Access to the best literature in his field of choice is now essential, 
if he is to continue to progress. A library and the more serious periodicals carry 
on where the catalogue and the stamp newspaper leave off. Granted that a Society 
can spend a lot of money on a library which, if the library is not fully availed 
of, may be considered money wasted. But no time spent on reading good philatelic 
literature \,yiJ] ever be found to be wasted by the philatelist. Knowledge still pays 
the greatest dividends, both in enhanced interest and financial economy. 

I have ]~id particular emphasis on the educational side of a Society's activities 
because .I believe that only thus can we hold the interest of intelligent collectors, 
collecting as a hobby and not as a speculation. 

The services a Society may render to its members are legion. Opportunities for 
fellowship ( a permanent home is a great help here) ; opportunities for the exchange 
and disposal to fellow members of that surplus material we all acquire so quickly; 
provision of a quartz lamp by which our cleaned and repaired stamps are shown 
up in their sickening nakedness, or with which may be added still another "last 
word" (Heaven forbid!-Ed.) to the classillcation of our "Penny Reds" by 
shades; Deceased Estates' Committees so that our widows and heirs may at least 
get something back from the money we have lavished on our hobby. 

Lastly, a Society may make some contribution to the hobby in general. Of course, 
it may not! There are three, I think, of these altruistic activities. The sponsorship 
of periodicals such as this; the sponsorship of handbooks such as our sister Society 
in South Australia has recently published; and the organisation of exhibitions such 
as A.N.P.E.X. 1950. These activities are all to help the other fellow or to promote 
the hobby. There is no gain to the Society or to its members commensurate with 
the financial risk taken or work done . . We do these things simply because we 
recognise that the hobby has made its contribution to us of interest and happiness 
and we want to see the hobby fostered and encouraged. 

Finally, we want to see more real philatelists-men interested in the stamp 
as such and not in what its value may be tomorrow. 

21 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA - THE 1893-1895 
SURCHARGES 

By w. H. c. BROMFIELD, F.R.P.S.L. 

["Brom," as his friends know him, is Western Australia's leading collector. 
An accountant by profession, his meticulousness, both in his studies and in 
the writinR up of the lovely collection he has made of his own State, are 
a byword. This collection, which has received gold medals at various 
Exhibitions, is a monument to its owner's knowledge and ability, and is one 
of the finest made in our time bJ' an Amtralian. Mr Bromfield has done a 
great deal for the hobhy in Perth which, though not ranking in population 
with the eastern cities, is quite a live philatelic centre. Now that he has 
retired (or has he?) we hope he will give m the benefit of more of his 
research, in published form.] 

During the first twenty years of the use of adhesive postage stamps in Western 
Australia there were no surcharges, all of the stamps having been issued at their 
original values. Late in I874 portion of the stock of the e11graved yellow 2d. stamp 
was surcharged "One Penny" in green. Early in 1884 the special rate of !d. for 
newspapers was introduced and pending the arrival from London of the new !d. 
green stamps the position was met by overprinting quantities of the current Id. 
stamp with the fraction 'T' in red. 

As a direct consequence of surcharging a considerable number of the stock of 
ld. stamps, there was a shortage of the latter denomination ( in I885 ) , which was 
met by surcharging portion of the stock of the 3d. stamps with "ld" in green. The 
original need for the stamps of the 3d. value ( the first surface-printed stamp used 
in the Colony) , which 'had been issued early in 1872, was on account of the new 
rate of pastage on newspapers to the United Kingdom. The first supplies of the 
3d. value ( with CC watermark ) were in light ( brown ) shades. Later supplies were 
darker and similar to some of the f:arly printing on paper with CA watermark. 

The stocks of the 3d. stamps at the General Post Office at Perth were treated as 
one item, without segregation on account of a detail such as the watermark. Although 
por~on of the 3d. stock had been converted by the I885 surcharge to Id. (wholly 
on CC paper) , it had been augmented by the CA issue. Owing to altered postal 
rates the demand for 3d. stamps was very limited. 

Early in 1893 the 3d. stock was again reduced by surcharging a quantity "ONE 
PENNY" in green. The majority of those surcharged were of the CC issue, but• 
some were of the CA issue, .neither the Postal Department nor the Government 
Printing Office being interested in the distinct watermarks. 

There are varieties in the ''ONE P NNY" surcharge of 1893, the outstanding 
one being a double surcharge ( on the pale brown stamp with CC watermark), one 
impression. being heavy and the second one being a lighter print slightly out of 
alignment, with the final letter above the back of the swan. The surcharge is found 
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with light, medium and heavy impressions, two of these sometimes appearing on the 
same sheet. Various minor varieties occurred, consisting principally of broken and 
malformed letters. On portion of the printing (on stamps of both CC and CA water­
marks) there were four recurring green marks, these being a large spot between 
stamps Nos. 31 and 32 ( in the pane of 60), a dot between the two words of the 
surcharge on stamp No. 34, a spot above the space between the two words of the 
surcharge on stamp No. 45, and a dot below the first N in "PENNY" on stamp 
No. 56. 

The normal position of the surcharge is at the foot of the stamp, but it some­
times appeared on the swan, while misplaced surcharges are found with Y or NY 
at the left of a stamp and ONE PENN or ONE PEN towards the right, the 
remainder being on the adjoining stamps. In instances, owing to the sheets being 
out of alignment when being overprinted, the surcharges are not horizontal, the 
result being that while stamps at the right side of the pane showed the surcharge 
at the foot, those at the left side were overprinted at the top, the intermediate ones 
showing only part of the surcharge either at top or foot. Occasionally only the 
perforation points at top and bottom of certain stamps show green marks, and in 
the extreme case one stamp shows the surcharge while the adjoining stamp is 
without it. 

It is noticeable that the 3d. stamps with CC watermark which were surcharged 
"ONE PENNY" were mainly of the darker shades of brown which preceded the 
first printing on CA paper. 

In November, 1895, owing to a shortage of t d. stamps, the stock of the 3d. 
denomination was further reduced by surcharging a guantity with "Half-penny." 
As in the previous cases, the work was done at the Government Printing Office at 
Perth. The main .supply of the overprint was in green on stamps with CC water­
mark, while a number showed the surcharge in red and in green on stamps of both 
CC and CA watermarks. 

The n9rmal position of the surcharge was the same as in the earlier case-at the 
foot of the stamp-to obliterate the original value. Similarly to the "ONE PENNY" 
surcharge, there are varieties in the case of the "Half-penny," the principal one 
being a double print of the green surcharge on the cinnamon stamp, found (with 
a normal and a very pale impression) in the two lowest rows in a pane and (with 
both impressions normal ) in the two top rows of a lower pane. Occasionally copies 
show parts of a second impression, with such letters as H -p-y, as a result of the 
~heet coming in contact with the gummed back of the next sheet. Broken letters 
are found, being the result of the green ink not "taking" properly on the surface­
printed stamps. 

As with the stamps surcharged "ONE PENNY," in rare instances the sheets 
were not in proper alignment when overprinted "Half-penny" and stamps show 
only parts of two green surcharges at top and bottom. With a sheet out of align­
ment the angle of the overprint carried the surcharge on to the tops of the 
stamps in the next (lower) row within a space of about four stamps, the result 
being that a stamp entirely missed the surcharge. 
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In the case of the "ONE PEN Y" surcharge, the set-up was the full width of 
the pane; but with the "Half-penny" surcharge the overprinting was in a vertical 
set-up, consisting of 60 stamps, 30 in each of the upper and lower panes. 

The surcharging of the 3cl. stamp with the "I lalf-penny" in two colours originated 
in a desire to have the overprint in a colour distinct from the green of the "ONE 

. PENNY" of 1893. A trial lot (stated to have been three half-panes-a total of 90 
stamps) was overprinted with red; but red on brown was not distinct enough and 
it was decided to use green. The 90 stamps already surcharged in red were over­
printed in green and returned with the others to the Postal Department. 

The stamps with the "Half-penny" surcharge ( including the 90 bi-coloured ) were 
first made available for sale on 21st November, 1895. After some of those with the 
red and green surcharge had been sold over the counter, the attention of the postal 
employee was drawn to the double printing and he then retained the remaining 
bi-coloured ones and bought them for himself. On the ground that they had been 
placed on sale through inadvertence, an official direction was given that they be 
recalled; but that was not practicable. 

As the stamps with the surcharge in red and in green had been issued, and the 
number of specimens required to be furnished Ito the Berne Office of the Universal 
Postal Union not being availa hie, the Postmaster General directed that a sufficient 
supply be printed in the two colours for that purpose and to frustrate speculation 
in connection with the 90 stamps first printed. As hitherto, the detail of water-

. mark was not considered when handing over the sheets of 3d. stamps for surcharg­
ing, the stocks of CC and CA stamps having been kept together; but it transpired 
that the quantity printed with the green surcharge had absorbed the major portion 
of the CC stamps. In consequence stamps with CA watermark were mainly used; 
but the batch printed in red and in green obviously included some stamps with CC 
watermark, in view of the number known to exist in excess of the 90 stamps printed 
in the trial lot. ( Those in the collection of the writer exceed 90). There is therefore 
no distinction between the first and second lots, which were printed within a few 
days of each other and formed part of the same issue. 

On 12th December, 1895, a deputation from the Philatelic Society of W.A., on 
behalf of a body styled S.S.S.S. ( interpreted as the Society for the Suppression of 
Speculative Stamps) made representations to the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs 
that the issue of the stamps with the double surcharge was not rendered necessary 
by postal requirements, and as the original surcharge in red could be classed as an 
error subsequently corrected, the issue of a further supply might be regarded as 
speculative. The Minister agreed that, if there were sufficient ordinary ~d. stamps 
on hand for requirements, the unsold stock of surcharged stamps would be with­
drawn. 

During the short period the surcharged green and bi-coloured "Half-penny" stamps 
were on sale, the demand for stamps of that denomination had been abnormal. 
However, as a supply of the ordinary !cl. stamps had arrived from London, the sale 
of surcharged stamps was discontinued, after they had been on sale for less than 
four weeks. The heavy demand referred to was on account of philatelic interests, 
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which explains the scarcity of used specimens of the stamps with the "Half-penny" 
surcharge. 

It is of interest to note that the surcharged stamps remaining in stock in 1895 
were CA watermark, which accounts for the fact that the sets of cancelled stamps 
of Western Australia (1854-1902) issued by the Commonwealth of Australia to 
members of the first Federal Parliament in 1902 included the red and green sur­
charged "Half-penny" on 3d. on CA paper. 

In certain publications the stamp with the "Half-penny" surcharge in red and 
in green, with CA watermark, has been referred to as a "reprint," as distinct from 
that with the CC watermark. From the particulars now given, it will be obvious 
that stamps with CC and CA watermarks both formed part of a legitimate issue. 

For part of the information in this article I am indebted to Mr G. A. Goss, 
Patron of the Philatelic Society of W.A., who was present at a meeting of the 
Society many years ago, at which the late Mr R. A. Sholl, who was Postmaster 
General in 1895, attended and detailed the history of the surcharged "Half-penny" 
ori 3d. · 

THE TRAVELLING POST OFFICE IN N.S.W. 
By Dr. H. B. BRUCE. 

[Dr. Barnett Bruce is one of Sydney'$ research stalwarts. Methodical 
and painstaking, his Postal History studies show in addition a vitality which 
shmild speedily convert those dou.bters who do not realise the interest and 
charm that this brunch 1mq1icstionably possesses. Dr Bruce, like the great 
majority of' 011r leading students, is a modest person, but we cannot let this 
opporl1inity go without stating that his researches into the early Postal 
Archives of his Stat.e (the results of which will appear in due course) are a 
work of great importance, historic as well as philatelic. Dr Bruce over many 
years also formed a superb collectio1i of British West Indies, of which he 

. still retains n portion.] 

I. INTRODUCTORY 

The genesis of the sy~tem of Travelling Post Offices in this State was in 1869 
when it was suggested that compartments each 6 ft. by 6 ft. be placed in the 
guard's van on the No1:thern trains "for the further sorting and the collection of 
mails at intermediate stations." In all, thirteen of such compartments were provided. 
After this facility was completed pigeon holes in the guards' vans were fitted up 
on the trains of the Western and the Southern lines. 

Next year a further .step was taken and on 1st October, 1870, it was reported 
by the Mail Superintendent in a memo to the P .M.G. that two vans on the 
Southern line had been fitted up with letter boxes ( one on either side of the van), 
stamping table with drawers, seat, pigeon holes and hooks for the bags. In this 
memo it was also stated that these were the only vans so prepared at· that date. 
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They were second class passenger carriages with two centre compartments made 
into one and foted up. 

On 24th October, 1872, two mail vans commenced running on the Southern 
line as far as Goulburn . They had "ROYAL MAIL VAN" painted on either side, 
also the words "POST OFFICE LETTER BOX" around the receiving boxes. 
These were too heavy for use on the Western line. At this time it was proposed 
that a Late Fee of 3d. be charged for letters posted on these trains; I am unable 
to say definitely whether this was ever carried into effect but am of the opinion 
that it was not. It was the P.M.G.'s Department that had to bear the cost of the 
fitting up and not the Railway Department. The primitive conditions mentioned in 
the first paragraph apparently still existed on the Northern line as one of the mail 
guards on that line complained in his report for 1872 that the space allotted to him 
was only 6 ft. by 5 ft. and only 5 ft. lO in. high and that in hot weather the heat 
was unbearable. He enguired when vans would be fitted up as on the Southern line. 

Evidently as a result of this report four new mail vans were sent to Newcastle 
the next year (1873), but the Traffic Manager there considered them too large for 
the purpose and converted them into second class passenger carriages. I am unable 
to say when proper mail vans were installed on this line but on 28th September, 
1875, Inspector Moyes in his report states: "At present there are four full -sized 
mail vans, two for the southern and two for the northern line." ( Note.- At that 
time the Northern line terminated at Newcastle, .there being no rail connection 
between that town and Sydney. 

The first lot of vans were eguipped with candles. Some letters were burned one 
night through their use and this combined with complaints from mail guards 
resulted in kerosene lamps being adopted. At times the space in the old mail vans 
was so inadequate that a carriage had to be reguisitioned in which mail bags were 
stored; on a couple of occasions emergency bags filled up the lavatory! 

In 1884 it was suggested that mail catching apparatus be installed in order to 
put off mail at small stations without stopping, but the Railways Superintendent 
would not consider it. 

In 1887 stoves and ventilators were added to the vans and better facilities 
generally were afforded the staff as a result of repeated complaints for years by 
the guards. 

2. THE POSTMARKS OF THE T.P.Os. 

(NOTE.-With regard particularly to the dates given here I am very open to correction, and 
would deem it a favour if collectors in possession of material contradicting these would 
communicate with me. The statements I make are not verifiable from official records 
and .are based solely on the collection formed by Mr. G. A. Johnson and myself. ) 

The earliest type that I have seen are these two small ri~gs and the earliest dated 
covers in my collection are 14/ 8/ 80 (G.N.R.P.) and 26/ 7 /84 ( R.P.) but I would 
say that they had been in use for some years before that date. This is based both 
on deductions from the foregoing history and from the fact that the G.N.R.P. mark 
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Nla N2 

in particular appears worn. It was possibly int~oduced in the late seventies. Both 
these covers are backstamped "TRAVELLING P.O. NORTH" so both were used 
on that line. 

As backstamps with these cancellations there were used: 

l. Double-lined circle and G.N.R.P. (1880)-Type N2. 

2. TRAVELLING P.O. NORTH-Type N4. 
A similar double-lined circle with G.S.R.P. has been seen by Mr. Kreutzman of 
this city. These letters naturally stand for "RAILWAY POST" and "GREAT 
NORTHERN RAILWAY POST" as at that time the main N.W. and S. lines 
were designated by the preflx "Great" and the T .P.O. only served the main lines. 

I shall now list the various types used on the three systems, up to the early 
years of this century. 

A. T.P.O. NORTH. 

1. G.N.R.P. and R.P. as above . . . . . . ? 1878 to 1884 
2. G.N.R.P. in double-lined circle (back-

stamp only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ? I 878 to 1880 
3. TRAVELLING POST NORTH-

N .S.W. with date in two lines. In oval 

Type N I & la 

Type N2 

Type N3 
This was llsed both as a back-stamp and a cancellation; my copies of the 
latter use are dated Aug. and Sept. I 880. 

4. TRAVELLING P.O. NORTH-
N.S.W. with date in two lines . . Circle 28mm. Type N4 

This appears first as a back-stamp (1883) but later (l 890) it was used as a 
cancellation. 

N3 

T,f_O. 
N~ ZN 

B 
NS 
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T.P.O. "No. 1 NORTI I" and "No. 2 NORTH" 
The original "T.P.O. North" comprised the line from Newcastle through 

Werris Creek to Tenterfield, but in the late 1880's another T.P.O. designated 
"No. 2 North" was opened. This ran from Werris Creek to Moree and Inverell 
(now TPO 2 N.West). The only obliterator bearing this inscription that I have 
met with is as Type 5 and I am of the opinion that the designation was changed 
in the 1890's to "No. l . NORTH B" and a new obliterator introduced reading 
in a circle of 30mm. "TRAVELLT G P.O. No. 1 NORTH B-N.S.W." with 
the date in two lines above which appears either "U" or "D"-i.e. Up or Down 
to Sydney. My earliest copy is 8/ 4/ 93. (Type NG). 

B. T .P.O. SOUTH. 
1. G.S.R.P. in double lined circle as Type N2 0 Backstamp only; 

not seen by me) . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Type SI 
2. "TRAVELLING POST SOUTII-N.S.W." in oval as Type N3 . . Type S2 

My earliest date is 1882 and it was still in use in 1901. 
3. "TRAVELLING P.O. SOUTH-N.S.W." in circle as Type N4 . . Type S3 

This I have seen only as a back stamp, the date being Dec. '84. 
Type S2 appears to have been .first used as a back-stamp but later as a 

cancellation. 
T.P.O. "No. 1 SOUTH" and "No. 2 SOUTH" 
When opened, "T.P.O. South," as mentioned earlier, ran as far as Goulburn; 

this was later further extended towards Bombala and designated "T.P.O. l 
SOUTH." "T.P.O. 2 SOUTH" comprised the line from Goulburn to Albury. 
The marks u~ed on these routes are shewn hereunder; they do not appear to be 
as frequently met with as the foregoing. I have a copy of Type S4 used on S.G.31 
(say 1915 ). This is in all probabi lity on ly a temporary resurrection and I think 
that we can assume definitely that it was not in use all those years. 

Another similar to Type N3 but reading "TRAVELLING P.O. No. 2 SOUTH" 
also exists, used during the '90s. 

T. P. O. 
N? 1. S. 

A. 
SS 

C. T.P.O. WEST. 

T.P . O 
N~ 1. W 

A 
W2 

1. "TRAVELLING POST WEST-N.S.W." in oval as Type N3 Type Wl 
Used as a backstamp during the 80's. 

2. T.P.0.-No. 1 W.-A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Type W2 
My only copy ?f both the above are rn the 9ne piece, dated Mar. 1886. 
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3. "TRA YELLING P.O. No. 1 WEST-N.S.W." in circle 23 mm. 
date in two lines . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Type W3 

3a. As Above, but inscribed "No. I W.B." 
4. 'TRAVELLING P.O. WEST Ni;i. 2," as Type W3 . . . . . . . . Type W4 

These subdivisions of the Western route were the same as those of the present 
day as far as I can ascertain. ( See Map in subsequent instalment). 

D. SPECIFIG ROUTES. 

Around 1910 new types of postmarks were introduced on certain lines which 
superseded the foregoing types. 

~~6\JRRc-~ ~oRBEs 
~ ~ ~· c::: 

i_22APrS ~ a: -8 MY.15 2 
z::! ;:j ~ . ,..,.., <Y. ~ ' ,, 

i(" N. s~· tv.s.~· 
SRI SR2 SR3 

T ype SRI- This evidently replaced T ype N5. This line is now TPO 2 N.W. 
(My date 22/ 4/ I5 ). · · 

Type SR2- This was probably Forbes to Cootamundra . My dates 30/ I0/ 13 
and 8/ 5/ I5. 

Type SR3- My date 10/ I I/ 1900. 
Type SR4-as SR3 but inscribed "MOREE TO WERRIS CREEK." 
In a subsequent instalment it is proposed to deal with the cancellations in use 

on the various lines during this century. 
( To be concluded). 

No one who pretends to any interest in the Stamps of our Australian States 

should be without 

'~The Postage Stamps · of South Australia'' 
(Published by the Philatelic Society of South Australia) 

PRICE: ONE GUINEA (AUST.) 
Remit to : 

N. R. JAMES, 11 Katharine Street, Fullarton Estate, Adelaide, Sth. Australia 
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NORFOLI( ISLAND 
By HARRY S. PORTER, M.C., F.R.P.S.L. 

iHarry Porter is a Sydneysider. He has been a Fellow of t.he Royal 
since 1919, which means he has a right (which we know he woiild of course 
never exercise) of being regarded as our most Senior Collector. Once 11 

student, they .rny, always a s111dent. So it is with Harry. From the early 20's, 
when ~e was contributing articles on early Chilian Stamps and Postal History 
(he resided many years in that country) until the present day, when he is 
completing a splendid job on the A .l.F. Posts in Malaya, he has been tire­
lessly 'nosing' into any problem that interests him (he has even collected 
Aiistralian Connno11wealth!). Boer War Postal History and early New South 
Wales Posts are other fields that hm·e intrig1ted this puckish, inq1iisitive 
fellow who numbers so many friends among Netr So11th Wales and Victorian 
philatelists.] 

The fact that this Australian Territory was provided with its own stamps in 
1947 has awakened interest in its previous postal history. The island is a 5 x 3 
(miles ) dot on the Tasman Sea, a thousand miles north-east of Sydney, and is 
one of the few spots in the Pacific whose first inhabitants were Europeans. 
Immediately after the founding of the settlement of Sydney, Governor Phillip 
dispatched Lieut. King, R.N., with a party to occupy orfolk Island. This first 
attempt at colonization did not last long, as the Island was abandoned in 1805 
and the original settlers given grants of land at New Norfolk in Tasmania. 

The Island was again occupied in 1826 as a convict settlement under the 
administration of New South Wales. It is somewhat remarkable that we can 
gather more about postal matters in this phase than subsequent ones. For a time 
the Commandant's clerk was Postmaster, as shewn in the "New South Wales 
Calendar and Postal Directory" of 1832, compiled by John Raymond, Chief 
Postmaster of the Colony. The letter rate was 4d. per sheet, and mails were 
forwarded by the Government vessels. 

In 1840 it was decided to appoint a Civil Postmaster and the Colonial Secretary 
approved the purchase of stamps for the post office at Norfolk Island on September 
25th. The £.rst postmaster was Hon. W. H. Pery (1841 ), in 1842 the position is 
shewn as vacant and in 1843 and 1844 George Simms is listed as holding the post. 

To quash quickly any idea that Norfolk Island was the second stamp producing 
country, I may mention that "stamp" signib.es a handstruck mark or hand-stamp! 

I illustrate a cover dated January 6th and bearing on the reverse the Sydney 
date-stamp of JA 13 1842. It will be seen that it is an official letter, which enclosed 
the manifest of cargo of the Government brig "Governor Phillip," so the stamp 
bearing the words "FREE NORFOLK ISLAND" in a rectangular frame with 
rounded corners was applied. In the case of private correspondence a similar 
stamp with the words "PAID AT NORFOLK ISLAND" was struck. This is known 
from an illustration which appeared in The Philatelist showing a letter written 
on June 22nd, 1843, which passed through Sydney (date-stamp JY 20 1843) and 
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reached Mauchline, Scotland, on December 1st. In the letter Corporal John 
Andrews, of the 96th Regiment, says "The Regiment is all on Detachments all 
over Vandiemensland except 2 Companys hear and 2 Companys at ewzealand ... 
I was promoted full Corporal 12 months before I knew of it as we had no word 
from the Regiment all that time." The front of the cover has the Commanding 

Officer's endorsement to render it eligible, under the Soldier's and Sailor's Act of 
1795, to be carried at the reduced rate of Id. 

Norfolk Island was transferred from N.S.W. to Tasmania as 
but it was not until Dec. 20th of that year that the Colonial 
the P.M.G. at Sydney that the transfer of the Post-
master was to take place. From a postal angle this 
would mean that future mails were routed via Hobart. 

We owe to the late Mr. Basset Hull's researches 
any glimpses we have of this period. Tasmania used 
postage stamps from November 1st, 1853, and 
simultaneously a number obliterator was assigned to 
each post office, Norfolk Island being allotted 
No. 102. 

The Government brig "Lady Franklin" (the only 
means of communication) sailed from Hobart for 
Norfolk on December 16th, 1853. On December 28th 

from April, 1844, 
Secretary no ti fled 

the convicts on board mutinied and escaped, so _the brig put back and arrived at 
Hobart on January 28th, 1854. In the M~mthly Return of Receipt and Issue of 
Stamps appears the entry "Stolen on board the Lady Franklin on voyage to Norfolk 
Island at the time of the piratical seizure of that vessel, stamps valued £16." A 
footnote states that that £6 worth were subsequently recovered. 
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Day to day search of the newspaper files shows that the "Lady Franklin" next 
sailed in Tuly and left Norfolk on August 8th, reaching Hobart on September 4th. 
Presumably a supply of stamps was again sent and obliterator "102" may have 

. reached its destination, but I have yet to hear of any Tasmanian stamps of that 
. period cancelled "102," let alone proof of their Norfolk Island origin. 

In May, 1855, the last convicts were removed and the island apparently again 
left uninhabited. If Tasmanian stamps were used at Norfolk Island, it could only 
have been during a period of less than one year, a short time-given the rapidity 
of communication as shewn above! 

From October, 1856, Norfolk was separated from Tasmania and the Governor 
of N.S.W. became, ipso facto, Governor of Norfolk Island. The wording is 
significant as indicating that the Island was not administered by the Government 
of N.S.W. 

On June 8th, 1856, the descendants of the mutineers of J J.M.S. "Bounty" arrived 
at Norfolk Island, having been transferred from Pitcairn Island, largely through 
the interest taken in their plight by Queen Victoria. In 1867 the Melanesian 
Mission was given a grant of land and established its headquarters and training 
college on · the Island. 

Some idea of the conditions at Norfolk can be gleaned from the writings of 
contemporary m1ss10naries. Every adult, of both sexes, had a vote; the ruling 
spirit, in matters spiritual and temporal, was Rev. G. H. Nobbs. Nobbs was 
brought up in the Royal Navy and his imagination was so fired by stories of the 
mutineers of the "Bounty" and their plight that he took his· discharge, worked his 
way to Chile, and he and one companion sailed a sloop of 15 tons from there 
to Pitcairn, arriving in 1828. In 1852 he visited England, was received by the 
Queen and ordained by the Bishop of London . 

In the N.S.W. Postal Guide of 1885, postage to Norfolk is given as 2d. per 
! oz., registration fee 4d. , and newspaper rate tel. The list of Consuls in N.S.W. 
at the period shows that the U.S.A. had a Consular Agent at Norfolk Island, he 
being the sole representative of any foreign country there. 

A New Zealand collector kindly showed me a large cover sent from Norfolk 
to a Whaler Captain c/ o U.S. Consular Agent at Russell, N.Z. The origin is 
proved by the manuscript endorsement "UNITED STATES CONSULATE AT 
NORFOLK ISLAND," in the same handwriting as the address, also the postage 
(1 / 10), is written. The cover is backstamped at Auckland and Russell in December 
1888. On the face are New Zealand stamps, totalling ls. lOd., cancelled by the well­
known "broken 'A'" mark, used at Auckland in the eighties and nineties of the last 
century to "kill" uncancelled stamps on postal articles received from other offices. 
Search of the newspaper files proved that this cover was carried by the brig 
"Southern Cross" of the Melanesian Mission and presumably the stamps were 
affixed on board-at least the evidence seems against their having been put on 
at Norfolk. Time may produce other examples showing the postal arrangements 
at this period. 

(To be concluded) 
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"Cf5he Specialist ~ollector 'Desires cpurchase" 
This page is open only to ge11uine specialist collectors known to the Publication Committee. One rate 

on ly: 7 /6 per iJ1sertion of up to 30-35 words. 

AllSTTIALTAN STATES: Jmperfs., early covers, pre­
stamp covers, and issues before 18 70, especially 
N.S.\V. Laureates and Diadems and V.D.L. 
Id . Bille and 4d. Octagonal. \\/. P. 1 leslop, 
59 QLLccn's Parndc, Clifton Hill, Melbourne. 

B.C.O.F.: :!:d. Varieties first printing, also 5/- "By 
Authority" imprint, thick paper; consider pur­
chase, exchange for other B.C.O.F. varieties, 
imprints, etc. ) . D. Amlrew, 5 Wembley Court, 
Toorak Hoad, South Yarra, lVIelbourne. 

CANADA: Any interesting oc unusual hems, not 
nccessnrily cata logued. Early or uncommon can· 
cellations, plate blocks, postal stationery, etc. 
L. A. Chester, 3 1 Brunel Street, East Malvern. 
Phone: UL 2855. 

CLASSIC EUROPEANS: Particularly Greece (large 
heads only ) , in fine condition. I-I. S. Thirkell, 
29 "''augoola Street, Cowrn, N.S.\V. 

COLLECTOR requires 11111is11nl British Empire items, 
more particularly Commonwcnlth, Papua, New 
Gu inea, Egypt, Canada, Newfoundland, Malta, 
Cibra lrnr, Cyprus. Submit offers in first in­
stance; prompt reply assured. Box 4015, G.P.O., 
Melbourne. 

COMMONWEALTIT: Mint pairs or strips (not cx­
ceedmg 6 stam/>s ) , King George td. or Id., 
any wotc1mark, rom coil machine, showing coil 
jom. TL F. McNess, 41 Woodroycl Street, Mt. 
Lawley, W.A. 

E'IJI: Covers and used stamps of al l periods for 
postmark study. Loan of material also appre­
ciated. IT. M. Campbell, l 17 Victoria Road, 
Auburn, E.3, Victoria. 

FRANCE: Till 1900, also Ballon Monte covers. 
Victoria S.G. 90-91 for plating, also any fine 
jmperfor11te British E1npire. L. Van Straten, 
7 1 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 

INDIA: Used on cover prior to 1900. Used abroad. 
Paquebot and milway cancellations. Old col­
lections. Tnd inn Native States used on cover 
on ly. F. A. Ladhury,- 3 Vale Street, Glen lris, 
Victoria, Australia. 

NEW ZEALAND: All full face Queens, including 
covers, proofs, interesting postmarks, plate 
y:irictic::i . Fine to superb condition onJy. C. F. 
BLLilcy, 380 Elilabeth Street, Melbourne, . !. 

)AM1\ICA: British stamps used in this colony, on 
or off cover, 1850-62. A. S. Chinn, 7 Myrniong 
Grove, Upper Hawthorn, Melbourne. 

NEW ZEALAND: S.G.l, pre-stamp covers, entires 
before 1872, tcchnkal :iterns and anything un­
usual, philatelic or historic. G. R. L. Clark, 
47 Brandon Street, Burwood, Melbourne, E.13. 

OLDEH SCANDINAVI AN ISSUES-up to 1910. 
Bulk or better stamps. C. E. Norden, Box 7, 
Collins Street P.O., Melbourne. 

PAPUA: Blocks of four, inland postmarks on entire, 
Commonwealth st.amps used in Papua; also Red 
Cros!oi stamps and seals f'rom. a1l countries. K. 
\Vellington, 704 \Vhitchorse Road, Mitcham, 
\ ' ictoria. 

'J'ASMANI/\: Pictorials- Al l local printings of 3d. 
( J 905 on ) and 4d. ( 1907 on), in muJ.tiples, 
mint or used, including punctured O.S. or T. 
J. R. W. Purves, 448 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

U.S.A.: S.G. Nos. I to LI, 35-38, 68 to 81, 92, 
93, 126 to 128. Submit with lowest price. 
E. L. Brown, 89 Darling Road, East Malvern, 
S.E.5, Victoria. 

VICTOR IA: 2d. Queen-on-Throne Lithos, any co11-
dition. Bel., I Od., I /- ''Laureated" in mul­
tiples and o!f-ceiltre singles. Proofs, essays 
(postal and fiscal), all issues. Anything inte­
resting. J, R. W. Purves, 448 Collins Street, 
Melbourne. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 1861, P· 14-16, 4d. ver-
111ilion, clean-cut or intermediate; 2d. blue, with 
very rough perE.: S.G. 49-50, Id., with large 
letter watermark; S.G. J 69a, 1 /- p. I 2!; S.G. 
173, 3d. P· 1 I . \V. Bromfield, 70 Clotilde 
Street, Mt. Lawley, vV.A. 

WEST IN DIES: EHrly issues mint or used, fme 
condit ion only. E. G. Creed, 234 Flinders 
Lane, leJ bou rne. 

Do you collect the Stamps of the 

AUSTRALIAN STATES OR PACIFIC ISLANDS? 
hold a stock of all these countries. Rarities, covers, cancellations, 

proofs, essays, and those other byways so dear to the specialist-all are 
represented. Items furnished by me have graced many a notable 
collection. CAN I HELP YOU? 

RITCHIE BODILY 
llOA Abbey Road, London, N.W.6, England 
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wh'! nof now? 

John J. P/ii/hpd 

'JJ,,e Wallace Stamp Co. 
Sufjden Place, rf!e ttourne 

SUPERB COLLECTION OF ·210 DIFFERENT 
COMMONWEALTH STAMPS 

Beautifully Arranged in Specially Designed and Printed 
Booklets According to Gibbons, Catalogue 

Each collection contains: 
EVERY COMMEMORATIVE Including t he scarce 5/ - Sydney Bridge, 2/- Jubilee, 1/ - Anzac, Vic. 

Cent. cpl. In both perfs, 9d. McArthur, A.I.F. cpl., Sesqui. cpl., etc. 
EVERY PICTORIAL among which you wlll find the scarce 1914 6d. Kookaburra engraved, the 

1937 pictorial set up to and Includin g t h e 5/-. 
EVERY AIRMAJL with the 1/ 6 In both wmks. 
EVERY PROVISIONAL Including the 1930 and 1941 se ts . 
EVERY GEORGE VI stamp wlth the exception of the 20/ - value, but Including the 10/ - and lid. 

brown. McCracken print (perf. 15 x 14). 
EVERY OVERPRINTED OFFICIAL Including the scarce K . Smith set and all the other 

fifteen stamps. 
MANY KANGAROO stamps of a ll watermarks, up to and Including the 5/ - value. 
EVERY GEORGEl V Issue with the exception of the scarce per!. varieties, but Including such 

elusive Items as the 1914 ld . en graved, 4d . oran ge, violet a nd blue, 1/ 4 valu e, etc. 
The total Gibbons' catalogue va.lue of the 1collectlon is £ 211 Au stra lian currency, but our price , 

posted and rei:is t ered free, Is only 

£14/ 19/ 6 

S. and M. MILLER BROS. 
19 Lang Street, North Carlton, N4, Victoria 
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' ~SERVICE THAT SATISFIES" from • . .• 

Arnold, Wheeler & Company 
Est. 1929 

Stamp Merchants, Importers and Exporters 
WINFIELD BUILDINGS, 495 COLLINS STREET ( BOX 4566, G.P.0.), 

MELBOURNE, C.1 . 
Cables: "AWCO" MELBOURNE. Phone: MU5413 

AUSTRALIAN 
COMMONWEALTH SPECIALISTS COMMONWEALTH EXPERTS 
Whatever you need in Commonwealth Stamps - see us first. We hold the largest and 
finest stock of Australian stamps in the World, whether Mint or used, bulk stocks or 

special ised stocks, we can supply most requirements on dema nd. 
We hold the only large remaining specialised stock of Australian stamps in this 

country, and cater for most of the leading Commonwealth Specialists throughout 
Australia and abroad. Commonwealth list free on receipt of Hd. postage. 

The "AWCO BULLETIN," Published Monthly. 
This lists hundreds of items each month from the whole world - new stock lines, 

new issues from overseas, and includes a large offering of Commonwealth specialist 
material ; also, price changes to our current Catalogue and Lists are recorded therein. 
No collecto1· should miss the opportunity of subscribing to this Bulletin. Hund1·eds of 
bargain offers each month. SUBSCRIPTION: 1/ 6 PER YEAR. SAMPLE COPY FREE. 
Don't Delay ! Subscribe To-day! 
NO WAITING! NO DELAY! THE LARGEST STOCKS! THE FINEST SERVICE! 
Over 12,000 clients on our files testify to the prompt and efficient " Service that Satisfies" 

given by us. 

THE VICTORIA STAMP DEPOT 
17- 19 Elizabeth St., Melb. 

EXCELSIOR HOUSE, 1st FLOOR 

Tel., MU9150. 

COMMONWEAL TH 
MINT 

2d., 3d., KINGSFORD SMITH, O.S., 
M., 42/-; 2d., 3d., 6d., KINGSFORD 
SMITH, M, 6/ -; 3d. BLUE KOOKA­
BURRA,. M., 0 .S., 4/ 6; l!d., 3d,., 
STURT, M., O.S., 6/ 6; 1-,td., 3d., 
STURT, M., 2/ 6 ; CANBERRA, M., 
O.S .. 3/ 6; W.A. SWAN, M., O .S., 3/ -; 
6d AIR BROWN, M., o.s .. 2/ 6; t sheet 
of 30, 3} GLOUCESTER BLUE, WITH 
IMP., 12/ 9 ; 2-,td on 2d RED, K . G . VI., 
IMP. BLOCK OF 4, 12/ 6 ; 6d 'ROO 
BROWN, BLOCK OF 4, M, 3rd WMK., 
0 .S. . 10/ 6 ; 1/ -'ROO BLUE BLOCK 

OF 4, M., 3rd WMK., O.S., 12/ 6. 

WE BUY COLLECTIONS, 
SINGLE LOTS, ETC. 

C.W.O. POSTAGE EXTRA. S.A.E. 

vii. 

ANY STAMPS - ANY COUNTRY 
is perhaps boasting, but during our fifty 
years of fair tradlng we have accumulated 
a comp·rehensive ,stock and can generally 
fill most requirements of a collector or 
dealer . 
We have large stocks of the older stamps 
(Foreig n and Colonial), especially Aus­
tralasia. 
A stock book of eve1·y country ls available 
for those wishing to make an apprecla.ble 
purchase, but a !!st of stamps wanted, by 
any standard ca tnlogue, will bring on 
approval what we can offer and not a 
lot or unwanted Items. 
LIST OF SPECIAL KING GEORGE VI 
with shades and varieties. Past Free. 

Price I /-

PURCHASING 
Our Stock requires constant replenishing 
and we are always open to purchase 
general collections or lots of any country. 
Prompt attention given to all offers. 

BRIDGER & KAY LTO. 
86 STRAND, LONDON, W .C.2, ENG. 
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AUSTRALIA 
Pacific Islands 
EUROPE & USA 

GOOD STOCKS 

RELIABLE SERVICE 

F. H. FEIBES 
CHARTER MEMB., ASDA 

CABLE : FE IBESTAMP 

80 SWANSTON STREET 

MELBOURNE 

I am a Specialist in 'Write-up' 
Many yea.rs in the service of H. R. 
Harmer in London and Sydney have 
given me an unrivalled expe1ience in 
this work. Collections entrusted to me 
have won a.wards the world over. 
Whether or not you intend showing in 
1950, you should ensure that your 
treasures are displayed in a worthy 
setting. I can also advise you on dis­
posal (particularly of the older 
issues). classification, sorting of ac­
cumulations, etc., and can do my work 
in your home if so desired. Charges 
moderate. Reference Editor this 
Journal. 

H. G. RANSOM 
44 Cromwell Road, 

South Yarra, Melbourne 
Tel. BJ4791 

viii. 

Australian Stamp Auctions 
will give YOU the same service 
that has been enjoyed by thous­
ands of satisfied clients. 
If you arc contemplating selling 
all or part of your collection, you 
will find that through the medium 
of our Regular Public Auctions the 
best results will be obtained. 
The Postal Bidding Service ex­
tended to Collectors enables them 
to buy on the best possible 
market. Send for Catalogues from 

AUSTRALIAN· 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

31 Queen Street, 
Melbourne, C 1. 

SPECIAl NOTICE 
IMPORT ANT ! ! It is imperative 
that we tuy irnmediatel; Fine 
Specialised Collections of Popular 
Countries and Several Good General 
Collections. 

FROM £100 TO £2000 
ALL PURCHASES ARE FOR CASH 

Before sending give general 
description in writing to-

STEWART'S 
STAMP SHOP 

Member A.P.T.A. 
Phone: Cent. 5191. After Hours, U 5492 

22 McHenry St., Adelaide 
South Aus·itralia 

(Adjoining Adelaide Stock Exchange) 



BUYING NOTICE ONLY 
If you have stamps to sell consult us. 'V' e are always desirous of purchasing 

collections, fine items and single rarities, particularly scarce and medium Common· 
wealth items in mint and fine used condition. We urgently require the following 
in mint condition at the prices stated: 

COMMONWEALTH - KANGAROOS 
£1 First Watermark 
£2 ,, ,, 
5/- Second Watermark 
Hd. Third Watermark 1 in­

fraction omitted 
2/- Third Watermark imperf. 

3 sides (pair) 

£15/-/­
£29/-/­
£6/10/-

£40/-/­

£150/-/-

10/- Third Watermark In-
verted \Vatcrmark 

£1 Third \Vatermark Brown 
and Blue, all shades . 

£2 Third \.Vatcrmark Black 
and Rose, all shades . 

£2 Small i\-Jult. Watermark 
£2 C. of A. Watermark • 6d. Third \Vatem1ark Broken 

Leg . £10/-/­

COMMEMORATIVES, ETC. 
Id. Engraved Pair Imperf. 

between 
6d. Kookaburra Engraved. 4 

plate Nos. in blocks of 4 
1 !d. Canberra. Pair Imperf. 

between . . . . . 
5/- Bridge . . . . . . . 

Bridge complete sheet of 
20 . . . . . 

Bridge strip of 3 with 
imprint . . . . . . 

£17/10/-
1/-

£23/-/- 9d. 
1/-

£25/-/-
£6/-1- 2/-

£185/-/- 1/6 

£28/-/-

Bridge block of 6 with 
imprint . 

Victoria Centenary 
Macarthur Centenary . 
Anzac 
Anzac Imprint block of 4 
Jubilee 
Jubilee Imprint block of 4 
Airmail No \Vatermark . 
Airmail Imprint block of 4 

£9/-/­

£ll/-/­

£16/10/­
£17/10/­
£16/-/-

£50/-/-
716 
8/6 
11/6 
£8/-/-
12/6 
£71-1-
4/6 
£4/-/-

We are also anxious to secure accumulations, mint sheets, etc., of Common­
weaith issues. 

NEW ZEALAND 
1929 Health N 1Jrse 7/- 1932 Health Ilygeia . £1/7/6 
1930 ,, £1/-/- 1933 ,, Pathway 10/-
1931 ,, Laughing Boys Christchurch Exhibition set of 4 £4/10/-

(pair) £9/-1- Auckland Exhibition set of 4 £6/10/-

CASH BY RETURN MAIL 

BAKER & MOLONEY 
(K. Baker) 

16-18 ROYAL 

(D. B. Moloney) 

ARCADE, SYDNEY 
Bankers: Bank of Australasia, 
Bathurst St., Sydney 

Phone MA5592 Members: 
A.S.D.A. - B.P.A. 



" [) ESAI" 
Collection of 

INOIA 
MAY 25 th . 

A £20,000 SALE 
We have been entrusted with the 

sale of the world-famous collection 
of the classic lithographed Issues 
formed by the late C. D. Desai. 
F.R.P.S.L., of Bombay. Mr. Desai 
was a true student of the old 
school, his researches leading to his 
discoveries In 1935 of a substitute 
transfer on the One Anna Die I 
and of n previously unknown 
watermark on the Two Annas. 

Some of the rarest stamps In the 
world are contained In this collec­
tion, which is actually a study of 
four stamps-the 1854 Issue of the 
i anna, 1 anna, 2 annas and 
4 annas values. Of the latter there 
are two copies of the famous error 
with the Queen's head inverted. 

In order that the benefit of his 
work may not be lost to philatelists, 
a special handbook catalogue, pro­
fusely illustrated, ls in course of 
prepara tlon. Price 2/ 6 post free . 

1854 Four Annas with 
"Inverted Head" 

AUSTRALASIA 
Specialised Stamp Sales are held every 

Wednesday at 50 Pall Mall which include 
carefully selected properties offered in groups. 

Our specialised handling of the stamps of 
the early Australian States is universally 
known, and our Specialised Stamp Auctions 
are acknowledged throughout the world as 
the finest medium for the sale and purchase 
of highly specialised studies of these Classic 
Issues. 

Some of the most outstanding collections 
in the world have passed through our Sale­
rnoms, including the 

11George Ginger1
' 

New South Wales 
and collections of Australian States formed 
by T. Clutterbuck, Esq. , the late T. W. 
Hall, Esq., F. C. Krichauff, Esq., the late 
Rev. J. Mttrsell and J. R. ,V', Purves, Esq. 

Specimen copies of our de luxe art auction 
catalogues and our Review of Prices )~ealised 
2 947-48 will be forwarded on request. 

OUR BUS INESS 
IS 

YOUR SATISFACTION 

Australian Agency: MR. J. L. PHILLIPS 

MASONS BUILDING · SUGDEN PLACE · MELBOURNE · C.l 

Head Office: 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W. 1 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH (England) and PHILADELPHIA (U.S.A.) 

Printed by THE HAWTHORN PRESS Fine Printers 



VOL . 1. NO . 1 

Plate I : (,2, Small l\1ult. \ Vmk. upper half, left pane. 

( See "The Trail of Commonwealth") 





. 
• • • • • • ' 
• • • • • . 
• • • . 
• • • 

VOL . 1, NO . 1 

. 
• I 

• • . 
• • . 
• 

Plate 2: £,2, Small Mult. \ Vmk. lower half, left pane. 
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TEN PENOE 

Normal " Double-strike" 

The "Big lletouch" 

Normal First Hctouchcd State Second Hctouchcd State Normal "Volcano" 

Normal 

lletouch 

I 

Plate 3: Varieties described m "The Other Side of the Picture" 
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"F.lGl lT" PENCE. 

,;/ 

Normal Tictouch "B" Hctouch "A" 

I~ 

Varieties described 111 'The Other Side of the Picture" 

t t 
Varieties described by Mr. Cato in "The Trai l of Commonwealth" 
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