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Philately from Australia 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

(a) From Australian and New Zealand residents: $10.00 per an
num. 

(b) From overseas residents: £7 sterling for British Empire (except 
Canada) and US$14.00 for United States and Canada. 

Most back issues are still avai lable at $5.00 per copy (Australian) 
£4.00 sterling (British Empire); and $5.50 (United Stales and 
Canada). All prices include postage. 

Overseas residents are asked to make payment in Australian 
currency by bank draft on a Melbourne bank. 

ADVERTISING RA TES 

Full Year 
Single Insertion Four Insertions 

Covers $60.00 $55.00 

Full Page $50.00 $45 .00 

Half Page $30.00 $25 .00 

Quarter Page $20.00 $17.50 

AdvenisemenLs from non-dollar areas are al the sterling 
equivalent of Lhe Australian currency. 

These prices are for camera ready copy otherwise a se t 1 ing up 
charge will be made; 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE re the above should be addressed to 
the Business Manager, Box 2071, Melbourne 3001. 



CHRISTIE'S 
AUSTRALIA 

During 1988, in addition to the regular 
STAMP & POSTAL HISTORY SALES IN 

LONDON, NEW YORK, ZURICH 
AND BOURNEMOUTH 

Christie's will be holding a special auction of stamps 
in Melbourne as part of a series of sales of 

Australian interest 
Associated with the 

Bi-Centenary Celebrations 

Consignments for this sale can be accepted until 
1st January 1988 

Enquiries should be made to: 

Colin Fraser 
Christie's Robson Lowe 
8 King Street, St. James's, 
London, SWlY 6QT 
Telephone: 01 -839 4034 
Telex: 916249 

Sue Hewitt 
Christie's 
298 New South Head Road, 
Double Bay, 
Sydney 2028 
Australia 
Telephone: (612) 326 1422 
Telex: 26343 



STANLEY 
GIBBONS 
AUSTRALIA 
(Inc. in N.S.W.) 

We Offer a 
Wide Range of Services 
to the Serious Collector 

ALBUMS & ACCESSORIES We hold an extensive stock and can 
supply all Stanley Gibbons products. 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE We have the widest range available 
in Australia Ask for our book list. 

"POSTAL BID SALES" There is usually something for everyone in 
these popular sales, held every 3 months. Free catalogue available on 
request. 

SPECIALIST ITEMS Regardless of what you are looking for it is 
worthwhile contacting us first Besides our own stock of better 
material we have access to the extensive stocks of our associate offices 
in London and Johannesburg. 

BUYING We are always interested to receive offers of suitable 
material. Please write in the first instance giving full details. We will 
travel to view important collections. 

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 
Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000. 

Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, Victoria 3001) 
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Latin American Literature! 
Ecuador: Postal History & Prephilatelic Postmarks 

by L.J. Harris et al. (1985) 
Spanish paper $25.00 English-Spanish Hardbound $35.00 

Central America : Its Postal History & 
Prephilatelic Postmarks 

by L.J. Harris (1986) 
$40.00 

Honduras: The Black Air Mail 
by I.I. Green (1962) 

$3.75 

The Collectors Club, 22 Eas t 35th Street, New York, NY 10016- 3806 

Member 25% discount. Shipped postpaid if set of 3 titles purchased. 

THE DEPARTMENT AL ST AMPS 
OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

By 

A. R. BUTLER, HDP, FHPSL 

Crown Quarto (9:1& in x 7J4 in) wi th 188 pages, 4 plates in full colour and 
over I 00 half-tone illustrations in the text. The book includes numerous 
diagrams and tabulations, giving for the first time details of the numbers 
issued of these official stamps, and there is a new, comprehensive listing 
of the known varieties each with an estimate of its relative rarity . 

Bound in buckram, stamped in gold wi th four-colom book jacket. 

Price £18 (plus postage 45p) 

Orders should be sent to: 

The Secretary 

THE HOYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON 

41 Devonshire Place, London \VIN lPE 
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MACRAY STAMP SALES 
AUCTIONEERS and VALUERS 

• Regular Public and Postal Auctions offering fine: 

• STAMPS • POSTAL HISTORY • CINDERALLAS 
• LITERATURE • POSTAL STATIONERY 

Complimentary copy of catalogue upon request to 

Ray Kelly at MACRAY STAMP SALES 

234 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, 3000 
6th FLOOR SPORTSGIRL BUILDING • PHONE (03) 63 6332 

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 
Every Auction, on behalf of Vendors, 

we offer hundreds of lots of Australia, British Pacific Is. & various. 

Our rates on major consignments are only 71/z % commission 

We also buy outright for Spot Cash! 

Subscription to Stamp Auction Catalogue within Australia 
(inc. Prices Realised) to December 1988, $20.00 

Ove rseas rates on appli c ation 

-+< Sample Auction Catalogue forwarded on mention of this advertisement -+< 

P. J. DOWNIE PTY. LTD. 
359/363 LONSDALE STREET, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 

Established 1932 Public Auctioneers since 1963 
Phone: 602 1811. Telegrams & Cables: Downstamps, Melbourne. 

Member A.S.D.A. Melbourne A.S.D.A. New York 
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THE F.I.P. MEDAL FOR RESEARCH 
At Hafnia 87, the recent F. I.P. World Philatelic Exhibition in Copenhagen, Den

mark, from 16 to 25 October 1987, Mr Peter Jaffe was awarded the F.l.P . Medal 
for Research for his exhibit of St. Vincent. This is the first time such an award has 
been made to an Australian. The medal is presented to the exhibit displaying the best 
original research. 

Mr Jaffe's St. Vincent, which also gained a Large Gold medal , is a highly specia
lised study of the Colony from the pre-stamp period to 1897. In particular, he has 
paid a good deal of attention to the locally surcharged issues - the 1880 ld on half 
6d, the 1881 Yi d on half 6d, Id on 6d, and 4d on 1/ -, the 1885 Id on 2 Yz d on ld, 
the 1890 2 Yz d on 4d, and the 1892 5d on 4d - and built up incomparable collections 
of these in an effort to deduce the surcharge settings used. Mr Jaffe's Large Gold 
medal is the fourth such award the collection has achieved, and he seems destined 
to become the first Australian exhibitor to qualify for the Class of Honour in F.l.P. 
World Exhibitions. 

Other members of the Society also fared well at Hafnia. The full list of awards is: 
Vermeil medal-M. Juhl (Western Australia), R. J . Kelly (Postal History of the 

Port Phillip District), J. A. Sinfield ("His Phoenix Down" -Thematic), J. B. Trow
bridge (Transatlantic Mails), K. E . Lancaster (The Pictorial Stamps of Tasmania
Literature). 

Large Silver medal- W. F. Roemer (Austria and Austrian Italy) . 
Siver medal - Dr. P . J. Koman (Australian Military Postal History 1820-1900), 

R. T . P. Chapman (Australian Specimen and Reprint Stamps), G. N . Kellow 
(Kangaroos - Literature), M. Juhl (Postage Stamps and Postal History of Western 
Australia-Literature), R . T. P. Chapman (AUSIPEX 84 Catalogue-Literature). 
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QUEENSLAND WRECK COVERS 

By BRIAN PEACE, F.R.P.S.L. 

I can add a little to Hugh Campbell's article (Philately from Australia, March 1987). 
In addition to the Colombo and Wairarapa at least one other case of cacheted Queens
land salvaged mail exists and that is as a result of the loss of the Yongala. Only one 
cover has been recorded which is not surprising since only one of the mail baskets 
was recovered. 

Yongala 

The inter-state steamer Yongala left Mackay, Queensland for Townsville in the 
afternoon of 23 March 1911 and was sighted for the last time by the lighthouse keeper 
at Dent Island at 6 o'clock the same evening at the entrance to the Whitsunday Pas
sage. Several days later a lifebouy, pillows, a mail basket and cargo from the lower 
hold of the Yongala were found washed ashore at Cape Bowling Green and afloat 
near the reef. 

The Yongala was a steamer of 3,664 tons gross and 1,825 tons net built in 1903 
by Armstrong Steamship Co Ltd. Her dimensions were 350.0 ft (length), 45.2 ft 
(breadth) and 27 .2 ft (depth) . The crew of 72 and 70 passengers lost their lives . 
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Cover cancelled MACKAY 12 30P 21 MR I I QUEENSLAND with violet cachet "Found 
on seashore/ Half fax Bay near lngham/ 8-4-1 I" and bearing "FOUND OPEN AND OFFI
CIALLY SEALED" label on reverse . 
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Rangoon 

PH/LATELY FROM A UST RA LIA 

In respect of the Rangoon I am delighted to say that I possess the only recorded 
cover from this wreck. As Hugh Campbell states, Hopkins only knew of a strike 
on piece (A History of Wreck Covers 3rd Ed 1967). Hopkins also states that the Ran
goon was carrying mail from Australia and this should clearly read to Australia. 
Although his cover is addressed to New South Wales it is reasonable to assume that 
within the 700 bags of mail there were some addressed to Queensland . 

The Rangoon (Captain Skottowe), was an iron screw steamer of 1776 tons built 
in 1863 and operated by the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 
On 1 November 1871 whilst in charge of an experienced pilot the Rangoon struck 
a submerged rock when leaving Pointe de Galle Harbour, Ceylon and sank a few 
hours later. She was bound for Australian ports with 58 passengers and about 700 
bags of mail. 

The vessel had slowed to allow a mail boat to overtake her and, despite a warning, 
the combination of a strong current and a dead calm forced her towards the Kadir 
Rocks before the engines could get steerage way. Rockets and other distress signals 
were unfortunately taken as greeting signals for the incoming China steamer; the vessel 
struck, the anchor was lowered and two sails were set. 

Boats from the Trinity steamers and the Peninsular and Oriental steamer Baror;la 
came to the assistance of the Rangoon taking off the passengers, crew, a portion 
of the baggage and thirteen bags of Australian mail from India . A few minutes after 
midnight the Rangoon sank in fifteen fathoms, fortunately without loss of life, but 
the bulk of the mail and a ll the cargo went down with her. The Captain and crew 
of the Rangoon were completely cleared of all blame after the official investigation 
and the pilot was held responsible. 

Lloyd's List reports that the Rangoon would have on board cargo which was shipped 
at Southampton (per Poonah) on 30th September; at Brindisi (per Pera) on 10th Oct
ober; at Bombay (per Hindustan) on 26th October; at Calcutta (per Baroda) on 25th 
October and some local cargo. All this was lost. 
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Cover cancelled WIMBORNE SP 29 71, and bearing the boxed black cachet "SAVED 
FROM THE WRECK OF THE RANGOON" applied at London. 
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Twenty-four hours after the Rangoon sank, the 1603 ton iron screw steamer Behar, 
another Peninsular & Oriental vessel operating the Ceylon to Australia route, was 
despatched for Galle from Bombay to take on to Australia the passengers and the 
saved portion of the mails. This same day (Thursday) divers were unsuccessful due 
to the strong current and by 28th November, four weeks after the wreck, only 27 
further bags of mail had been recovered. The Galle Post Office reported that the 
writing on the recovered mail was perfectly legible and they hoped that all the mails 
would be salvaged. Conditions improved over the next four weeks, and on 27th De
cember the Galle Post Office announced that a total of 472 bags of Australian mail 
had been recovered from the wreck by divers and that the writing was all legible. 
Thirty-four packages of baggage were recovered in the same period . 

Thirteen bags of Australian mails from India which had been transferred from 
the Rangoon before she sank, were reforwarded in the Behar without explanatory 
markings - The Behar arrived at Sydney on 21st December, 1871 after a protracted 
passage. Mail recovered by divers from the wreck was returned to London for 
reconditioning. 

Hopkins reports that a boxed cachet "SAVED FROM THE WRECK OF THE 
RANGOON" is recorded in the Proof Book of the GPO, London, but mail from 
the wreck of the Rangoon is very elusive and only one complete cover and a small 
piece are recorded . 

The piece, included in lot 12 of Robson Lowe's Postal History Auction No 128 
(17 May, 1950), is described as having a fine impression of the cachet size 58 x 12 
mm. Hopkins , however , records the frame dimensions as 55 x 12 mm. 

Colombo 

I can certainly add to the information on this wreck. 
The Colombo had left Calcutta and Pointe de Galle and was bound for Aden and 

Suez with mails from Australia, New Zealand, Burma, China, Hong Kong and the 
Philippines. News of the wreck reached Bombay late on 25th November, and on the 
morning of 27th November the 1275-ton Ottawa left there with two divers and div
ing equipment, arriving at Minicoy on the 30th. The steamer Nemesis (Captain 
Weston), from Calcutta, arrived at Minicoy Island, loaded up 140 boxes of mail and, 
on 3rd December, sailed for Suez. The Ottawa arrived at Suez on 14th December 
and the Nemesis the next day; between them they brought all the passengers and 401 
boxes of mail. On 10th December, the ship Azoff arrived at Ceylon with a further 
129 boxes of mail and 329 bales of silk and later left Pointe de Galle on 15th Decem
ber to revisit the wreck . 

By the end of December the whole of the mails and the entire cargo, including 
nearly 1500 bales of silk, had been recovered, although diving apparatus had to be 
used . Hendy, in Postmarks of the British Isles, states incorrectly that most of the 
bags of mail were three months under water: in fact, the bulk of the mail, compris
ing 530 boxes, had been recovered in less than three weeks. 

London arrival marks bear dates ranging from 26th December 1862 to 24th Jan
uary 1863, and both registered and ordinary articles are known. 

Several colour changelings came onto the British market in 1863, but a booklet 
by Thornton Lewes and Edward Pemberton entitled Forged Stamps, How to Detect 
Them was quick to warn collectors. Published in 1863, the booklet states under the 
section headed New Zealand: 

Id dark brown, ls dark brown 

Many people who have received these stamps from letters "saved from the wreck of the Colombo" 
doubtless imagine them to be new kind s. It is the salt water that has changed them, as can easily be 
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mot ived by a pplying them to the to ngue, when the sa lt wa ter is instantl y tasted. The Id Victoria is 
al so found black, from the same cause . 

The one penny dark brown would originally have been the vermilion, orange-vermilion 
or carmine-vermilion of the various 1862 issues; similarly, the one shi lling dark brown 
would originally have been green, yellow-green or deep green from the same series. 
Stamps from South Australi a and Victoria were affected in the same manner. 

Robson Lowe Postal History Auctions occasionally have items from this wreck 
appearing in their catalogues, a nd of nineteen listed over a period of fourteen years 
three emanated from New Zealand . 

The salvaged mail arrived at the GPO London over a period of about one month, 
and the two-line boxed cachet reading "Saved from the wreck of the Colombo" was 
applied in red or black. Hopkins states that the cachet struck in red was applied to 
registered mail, but it is also known app lied to ordinary mail. At least four different 
types of cachet are known, and the four types identified have been recorded by Ger
ald J. Eliot, F.R.P.S.L., F.R.P.S.N.z . writing in Campbell Patterson's Newsletter for 
July 1987. 

The British Post Office stored the handstamps used for the Colombo mail and 
twelve years later, they were again brought into operation but with the word 
"Colombo" removed from the metal die. The wrecks involved were those of the Schiller 
and the Boyne and, in each case, the names of the vessels were handwritten in ink. 
Few specimens of these I 875 cachets are known. 

Wairarapa 

Hopkins (A History of Wreck Covers) is inaccurate in three instances in his short 
report on this wreck. Firstly, the Wairarapa was of the Union Steam Ship Company 
of NZ Limited, and not a "British steamer of the Mackintosh Line". Her captain 
was John Mcintosh. Second ly, the wreck occurred on 29 October at 8 minutes past 
midnight and not on I November 1894 and thirdly, the number of people saved was 
not 79. In fact there was much confusion over the actual numbers who perished and 
survived due to incomplete and inaccurate passenger lists, but the official total of 
the dead was 135 whilst other estimates varied between 125 and 136. Incidentally, 
Captain John Mcintosh was not one of the survivors as stated by Hopkins. 

The mail room was in the forecastle and this contained a large mail of more than 
26,500 articles, most of this being recovered. The steamer Argyle having delivered 
the survivors to Auckland on I st November, returned to the wreck and most of the 
mail was recovered by cutting a hole in the foredeck with axes and saws. The mail, 
the bulk of which emanated from Australia and the United Kingdom, consisted of 
the following: 

ON BOARD RECOVERED LOST 
1I7 bags 109 bags 8 bags 
2 hampers 2 hampers 
comprising: comprising: comprising: 
I 1278 letters 9523 letters 17 5 5 letters 
1332 packets 1008 packets 324 packets 
34 parcels 34 parcels -parcels 
14073 newspapers 12659 newspapers 1414 newspapers 

The mat! included 155 registered articles of which 20 were lost. I have six covers 
salvaged from the wreck . Two are from England (one registered), two from Bris
bane and two from Sydney. A fairly clear pattern emerged after I examined several 
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Cover cancelled BRISBANE OC 18 94 with stamp apparently re-affixed, and wreck cachet 
applied in violet-blue . Backstamps: NZ AUCKLAND JO NO 94 and WANGANUI 3 
I 3 NO 94. The remains of a re-sealing label are attached to the reverse flap . 
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other covers, my assumptions substantiating those of Andrew Mathieson (The Kiwi, 
March 1972). Records show that the Argyle returned to Auckland on Saturday, 3rd 
November with a large proportion of the recovered mail, but salvage operations were 
still continuing. Adam Blackwell, an eighteen year old self-employed captain of a 
small mullet boat, set out for the scene of the wreck immediately the news reached 
him. He was the first white man to set foot on the Wairarapa after the wreck and 
he assisted the police in picking up the bodies and salvaging the mail. He stated to 
reporters that mail salvage operations lasted nearly three weeks. 

Covers from the Wairarapa are invariably backstamped with the Auckland arrival 
or transit circular date stamp of 3rd, 5th or 10th November 1894 and bear an ex
planatory rubber stamp cachet on the front. The first type of cachet prepared was 
struck in two lines in small black letters (29 x 5 mm overall) reading SAVED FROM 
WRECK/ OF "WAIRARAPA". The only recorded example of this cachet is in the 
collection of Andrew Mathieson. It is struck on the front of a cover addressed to 
Dunedin from New South Wales, the cover being backstamped with the Auckland 
arrival mark of 3 No 94; this cachet was unrecorded before 1971. The cover is franked 
with a pair of the NSW ld magenta stamps cancelled with an Auckland "A" killer 
and bears in addition a strike of the NZ boxed "PACKET-BOAT" marking in black. 

Presumably the first type of cachet was found to be too small and indistinct be
cause it was soon discarded to be replaced by a larger two-line cachet (58 x 11 mm 
overall) reading: Saved from wreck of the/ "W AIRARAP A". This second type of 
cachet is known struck in deep violet and violet-blue. The deep violet has also been 
described as "violet" or "purple" and the violet blue as "blue". Covers bearing the 
cachet in deep violet are only known with backstamp of 3 No 94 whereas I have covers 
with the cachet in violet-blue backstamped 3rd, 5th and 10th November. The cachet 
was made up from rubber type and it is clear that only the one handstamp was used. 
This indicates that the inking pad was changed, or blue ink was added to the same 
pad late on Saturday, 3rd November. Certainly no deep violet cachets appear on covers 
backstamped 5th or 10th November. 

My registered cover (one of 135 registered articles recovered) emanates from Black
burn, Lanes, bears Preston and London transit marks of SP 13 94 and an Auckland 
transit mark "REGISTERED NO .. . 3 NO 94/ AUCKLAND". The cachet is in 
violet-blue and several loose stamps accompany the cover these being struck with 
the cachet on the reverse. Two covers from Sydney bear despatch postmarks of 19 
OCT 9 30PM and 24 OCT 4PM, the latter being a few hours before the vessel sai led. 
My Brisbane covers are postmarked OC 18 and OC 19. The Sydney covers were 
received in Auckland on 3rd November, those from Brisbane being backstamped 5th 
and 10th November. All bear the cachet in violet-blue . A cover despatched from Bri
tain (OUNDLE 12 SP 94) is backstamped 3 NO 94 and bears the cachet in deep vio
let. A perfect offset of a QV 2 Yid appears on the reverse. 

The Union Steam Ship Company replaced the Wairarapa with the 3433 ton steamer 
Monowai, this vessel being transferred from the Pacific service in November 1894. 

Other wreck mail bearing explanatory cachets exists both from and to Australia. 
For example, a cover addressed to Queenstown, Tasmania from New York City bears 
an unboxed single-line cachet DAMAGED BY SHIPWRECK "AEON" (see Philately 
from Australia, March 1965, page 21). This was recovered from the wreck of the 
steamer Aeon which ran aground on Christmas Island (Pacific) on 18 July 1908 and 
became a total loss. The 500 bags of mail for NZ and Australia were almost all reco
vered but 54 registered letters from America to Queensland and 20 registered items 
to Auckland were missing. 

This incident is unusual in that the number of people rescued exceeded the number 
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on board when the Aeon was wrecked. A female passenger gave birth whilst await
ing rescue. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 
New F.R .P.S.L . 

Mr Ron Lloyd-Smith has just been elected a Fel
low of The Royal Philatelic Society, London . Ron, 
Librarian of The Royal Philatelic Society of Vic
toria for 23 years between 1953 and 1976, was 
recently elected an Honorary Life Member of this 
Society. 

N.Z. Id Universal Plate 
W2 Official 

Mr John R. Mowbray, of Otaki Railway, New 
Zealand, has a find in his December 15 auction . 

In 1906 New Zealand decided to order from 
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both Waterlows and Royles, of London , two 
Penny Universal Plates Numbered Rl , R2 , Wl, 
W2, to see whose plates wore best. 

Sheets of these stamps were picked up and over
printed OFFICIAL in Wellington as required . 

Phi latelists have stamps with the markings RI, 
R2, and WI in the bottom margin . 

Now Mr Mowbray continues the story in his De
cember auction catalogue : 

Officials: Id Universal, Waterlow plate W2 pair, 
not listed, CP, possibly unique . 

The pair, illustrated, are Perf 14, mint. 
CP is Campbell Paterson's Specialist NZ 

Catalogue. 
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THE ROBINSON " BEADED OVAL" AND 
"LA UREA TED" ISSUES 

1. THE 40 "LAUREATED" 

By RUSSELL JONES 
(Continued from September 1987, p . 71) 

BLOCK "D" 
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D3(i) 

D3(ii) 

D4 

D5 

D6 

D7 

DS(i) 

D8(ii) 

D(iii) 

DS(iv) 

D9 

DIO(i) 

Double stri ke o f circle showing as curved white line about 3mm in length between the circle a nd 
right fra me. The right frame is fu sed with Joss o f deta il for 2mm down right side o f subj ect. "A" 
o f "VICTORI A" is partl y do ub le (clea rer in V/Cr printings). 

Double strike of "V ICTO" with breaking o f the line o f the ta blet under "VI CTORIA" between 
"T" a nd "O", wit h di splacement upwards o f the right ha lf o f thi s line. 

Top 3mm o f le ft fra me mi ss ing and rest is fused . Bott om frame fu ses under "CE". 

Blob o f colour on top o f "E N" appa rently the reason fo r subst itution: about June '65. 

Left frame fused excep t opposite to p ornament where it shows as a bl ob o f colour. 

Break in top fra me between "T" and "O", top frame very thin in V/Cr printings. Loss of defini 
tion of the top o f the subject in ea rl y printings. In clea r printings there is intermittent doubling 
of the lower line o f the top tablet. 

Bottom frame is fused a t ends except under "O UR PEN" giving it an elongated elliptical appearance. 

The white line between le ft fra me a nd sta mp is narrowed o pposite circle fo r 9mm. The top frame 
is fu sed at left and gradually separa tes from first " I" o f "V ICTORI A". 

Top frame thin . Right frame thick a nd o ften does not print fo r top 3.5mm. 

Two dents in le ft frame (a) just above lower tablet; (b) opposite lower corner o rnament. (Before 
October 1865). 

The sho rt length of fra me dented in a t (a) now projects to the le ft into the ma rgin . (Late 1865). 

The proj ectio n is absent. (V/Cr printings). 

Top frame very thin and usuall y miss ing at the ends. Bottom frame fu ses under "P" o f "PENC E", 
leaving r ight fra me free standing at bottom . Difficult sta mp. 

All fra mes are pa rtl y fused but bottom is best guide: no rmal under the lower left ornament it 
is then b ro ken wi th a short pi ece fused with tablet line under "F", thin traces under "OU ". From 
here the tablet line incl ines up a nd touches the bases o f "NCE". 

DIO(ii) As found in third setting: minute nick in left frame opposite top ornament. Curiously, a double 
strike is now evident involving the right half of the circle between the two lea f ornaments. 

DI I The fused top frame a nd tablet show as a thick line from N.W. corner to " IA" . The right fram e 
is very thin . The botto m frame gradua lly to uches the tablet and there is a dot o f colour between 
the bases o f the "P" a nd "E". 

Dl 2(i) The left fram e and the stamp are joined by colour between 13 and 16mm from the top. The fu sed 
to p frame and tablet show a thickening above the "ORI". Due to defecti ve make- ready the value 
is often more or Jess replaced by a white patch. 

Dl 2(ii) An "added metal" retouch: to a crack or scratch sta rting in the bottom frame between the "EN'', 
a nd passing mo re or less verti ca lly up towa rds the " I" of "VI CTORIA ". Many altered lines of 
shading are apparent a nd there is loss of deta il in the hair. The top frame is changed and fu sed 
line shows a steady increase in thickness from the depressio n over the left corner ornament. There 
is al so a small dent in the right frame 13 .5mm from the top. The retouch has been found only 
in third forme setting on V/Crown pa per from about 1872. 

Dl 2(iii) As the result o f wea r, from 1875, a number o f small white naws appear in the shading on the 
neck and hai r above the ear. 

Dl31 All frames a re missing except the lower half of the right. From the double-lined 4 printings o f 
1864 it shows the increased developm ent o f white naw under " IA" o f "VI CTORIA" which spreads 
d ow n to invo lve most o f the upper r ight lea f. The N.W. corner is oft en defecti ve: DI 3 is to the 
right o f C I4,15 which may also show whi te a t the top. 

Dl 311 The top fra mes are fused over the "V I" o f "VI CTORI A" a nd these letters are thickened a nd there 
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BLOCK "D" 

DJ 

DJJI 

D2 

D5 

DB(i) 

Dll 

Dl4(i) 
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BLOCK "D" LATER ST A TES 

D3(ii) DB(ii) DB(iii) DIOII 

Dl2(ii) DI2(iii) Dl3ll Dl4(ii) 

is extra colour on the lower frame line of the tablet under them. The bottom frame is thick except 
at extreme right. 

Dl4(i) The lower 7-IOmm of the right frame is very irregular and above this is missing although there 
is fine doubling of the right edge of the stamp opposite the circle. In clear prints the line of the 
circle is thickened from I o'clock and abruptly returns to normal at 3 o'clock . Top and bottom 
frames are missing. The left frame is fused below the mid-point. 

Dl4(ii) A semi-circular white naw develops in the left edge just above centre. There is a small spot of 
colour in the right margin opposite the centre of the top right corner square. 

015 The lower part of the right frame is similar to 014 but it continues to the top although very thin . 
The bottom frame is fused from "PE" to the S.E. corner. There is often a white line through "TO" 
of "V ICTORIA". 

BLOCK "E" 

El 

El(ii) 

E2 

E3(i) 

E3(ii) 

E3(iii) 

E4 

E5 

E6 

E7 

E8 

E9 

The right frame is thin, it fuses for 2mm opposite the upper part of the upper left leaf, then separates 
only to fuse again for 2mm opposite the circle. In third setting it is broken opposite the circle. 

Top frames fused and N.W. corner square is bevelled on top. 

The bottom frame is thin and absent below the corner square; the best guide is the presence of 
two small vertical marks under the left corner square representing remnants of the frame. In first 
setting printings there is a small upward prolongation of the right frame. 

Top frame fused. Bottom frame fuses from "NC" to corner and is bevelled at extreme left end. 
Left frame thin and close to stamp. 

A small dent in the left frame 6mm from the top. (Before August 1864.) 

The left frame is shaved in from just above the dent to the corner. (Second and third settings.) 

A white line through "FOUR PENCE" less prominent in later settings. Right frame has break 
opposite centre of circle and the stamp bulges into this break. 

Round white naw between lower left leaf and the value tablet above "F" of "FOUR". 

Broken N.W. corner. White line from behind coif into top bar of second "E" of "PENCE". 

Double strike: Blurring of circle at 9 o 'clock with thickening of shading in front of and below 
chin, excess colour on white frame just above S. . square. 

Blurring and fusion of left frame and stamp with small curved white naw 4.5mm from top. Small 
spot of colour in white inside circle just in front the point of the bust. Circle blurred from just 
below 9 o'clock to top of spandrel. 

C lear double strike of "RIA" of "VICTOR IA". Bottom frame fuses from "P" to S.E. corner. 
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BLOCK "E" 

EI(i) E2 EJ(i) .t.:1(11) 

E4 E5 E6 E3(ii} EJ(iii) 

E7 EB E9 

EID Ell E/2 

E/3 E/4 E/5 
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EIO Small but clear white spot between bottom tip of upper right leaf and frame. 

El I Right frame is thickened for 9mm starting just above the lower corner ornament. In some first 
setting printings this part and the adjacent stamp are a white void due to defective make-ready. 

E12 White notch on the inside of the curve of the "C" of "PENCE" so that the concavity has a trefoil 
appearance. The right frame is except for the lower 7mm, and in the first setting printings there 
is a variable vertical white fl aw from the upper corner square to between the upper part of the 
leaf and frame. 

E13 Oblique band of thickened shading from in front of the nose to the point of the bust. The defect 
continues causing thickening of the "RP" of "FOUR PENCE" and fusion of the tablet and frame 
below these letters. Much clearer in later printings. 

El4 Bottom frame absent from left corner to "o" of "FOUR". Top frame absent from second "i" 
of "V ICTOR IA" to right corner. 

EIS Top frame absent and tab let line bends in to touch tops of letters "VI" and ornament. Right frame 
absent with minute white nick !Omm from top. 

(lo be continued) 

A NOTE ON THE "REGISTERED" 

AND "TOO LATE" ST AMPS OF 

VICTORIA 

By K. F. SCUDDER 

On re-reading J. R. W. Purves' The Registered and Too Late Stamps 1854-58 it 
struck me that perhaps he had erred in his reference to the separation of the Too 
Late stamps at the Geelong Post Office. In Chapter 2, page 16, Purves states: 

A high proportion of the copies seen with both "2" cancellations clearly indicate that the clerk or clerks 
at Geelong-to assist them when required to place these stamps on letters- previously took a sheet, 
applied a series of knife-cuts, about the length of the design, down the vertica l margins and then tore 
the sheet up into vertica l strips. 

A very high proportion of both stamps used at Geelong show a corner or corners-obviously torn 
and not cut -which either bulges outwards or inwards . The use of a knife vertically is also indicated 
by the occasional non-straight vertical margin which the use of scissors wou ld rarely produce. 

At Melbourne, on the other hand, a very few torn corners are found, the scissors being apparently 
used on most occasions . 

It occurred to me that what really happened was that the tearing took place as 
the final operation, and not in the preparation of the strips. The fir st paragraph of 
section "H" should therefore read: 

A high proportion of the copies seen with both "2" cancellations clearly indicate that the clerk or clerks 
at Geelong- to assist them when required to place these stamps on letters-previously took a sheet, 
applied a series of knife-cuts, about the length of the design, down the vertica l margins and cut the 
sheet into horizonta l strips. From these strips the clerk was able to tear off the stamps as required. 

To me, this seems to be the more logical sequence of events. 
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THE 2/- "WOODBLOCK" OF 

VICTORIA 1854-1864 

By RUSSELL JONES 

Calvert printed this stamp under a bond dated 14 June 1854. The engraving was 
to be on "best Turkey boxwood" and printing in two colours. The quantity was to 
be 1,000,000 stamps in sheets of 50. 

The yellow colour was printed first and left white spaces to correspond to the value 
and head. There was only one printing in green and it lasted until 1864. Between 
1862 and 1864 654,000 stamps were destroyed. Of the remainder possibly 102, 7 50 
were issued imperforate to the end of 1858, and apart from the small number roulet
ted, the rest were perforated 12 by Robinson in 1859. 

In fact the stamp appeared in sheets of 25 (5 rows of 5). Twenty-seven types can 
be identified; the original 25 and two substitutions which were finally placed by Mr. 
Purves. The main purpose of this article is to record the details of these two substitu
tions, and to make some comments on the nature of the printing base . 

Further information about the background of this stamp together with details of 
the types will be found in articles by Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg in the London Philatelist / 
vol. XVI and XXIV. In the same journal in vol. XXXI Mr. Pack produced an Ana
lytical Key to the types, excluding the substitutions. 

The Substitutions 

I will refer to these by the letters given to them by Mr. Hausburg in his article, 
viz. A and B. 

Type B can be fairly easily recognized by a rounded lower left corner, possibly 
secondary to its position on the printing base, although I have not seen it without 
this irregularity. Mr. Purves was able to show that it replaced 21 on the sheet. He 
found a copy with off-centre perforation and showing on the right the left frame 
of 22. He was able to identify this because 22 developed a small white flaw on the 
top of the ornament over the "G" of "POST AGE" , sufficient of the frame being 
present to identify 22. 

Original No. 22 Type B substitution 

88 



DECEMBER 1987 PH/LATELY FROM AUSTRALIA 

Original No. 23 Type A substitution 

Type A: Mr. Purves was of the opinion that this replaced 23 on the sheet. The 
later impressions show what he described as "white heads". The colour is a pale bluish
green. It would seem that 23 is the only other type of the original 25 not found as 
a "white head''. No multiple is known to confirm this reasoning, or to refute it. 

There is believed to have been only one printing and the colour variation was 
presumably due to a separate mix of ink. The substitutions are only known perfo
rated. Logically they must have been from the later state of the printing base. One 
must therefore use the pile theory to explain these facts, i.e., the later printings got 
to the bottom of the pile; or was there a second later printing in the "white head" 
and substituted state of the printing base. 

It should be noted that the two substitutions differ from all the other types in a 
number of details, particularly thinner letters of "VICTORIA", no apostrophe after 
"VICTORIA", and "R" at lower right is in colour . 

Another interesting problem is the form of the original printing base: was it com
posed of 25 individual woodblocks, or was it 25 engravings on a single large block? 
I had a lways assumed the former but Dr . Kellow believes the latter . A careful read
ing of the articles mentioned above does not solve the problem. I must admit that 
my belief was based on discussions with Mr. Purves in which I understood him to 
speak of "woodblocks" in the plural , but he may, of course, have been only using 
the word as synonymous with type or impression. The two substitutions are in the 
bottom row and could have been easily cut from a single block. The make-up of the 

A B 
3 4- s 2. 16 17 

9 q \0 9 q \0 

13 14- 15 \3 \4- IS 
-~ \~c.\-ros 

19 1q 2.0 I' \C\ 20 

2.2. 2.4 1.5 22. 2.4 2.5 

Layout of the composite woodblock/ electrotype plate. Numbers refer to the original 1854 types. 
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second sheet for the later printings in blue is shown in the diagram. Here we have 
30 impressions in two panes of 15 (5 rows of 3). Some of the original woodblocks 
were still available. It will be seen that the lower four rows of each pane are identi
cal: the left pane consists of original "woodblocks" in their original order and, the 
right pane is an electrotype of the same subjects. It was obviously a single electro
type because it was fixed to the back or base by four nails. The fact that the impres
sions are in their original relationship to each other suggests that they were one block. 
However, if they were single blocks it is possible that they would have been cut to 
fit accurately together in the original setting. 

It should be noted that the electros all have secondary flaws distinguishing them 
from their parents . A15(25) exists in a second state with a white flaw on "P" of 
"ST AMP". The corresponding electro B 15 is of course from the first state. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA ld POST 

CARDS 

By B. POPE and P. THOMAS 

It is most disheartening to find that, despite the evidence which is all to the con
trary, Mogens Juhl, F.R.P.S.L. persists in his view that the "handpainting" cards were 
printed on the standard white, surfaced stock. (Philately from Australia, March 1987). 
Indeed it is now known that the first shipment of white stock arrived in Melbourne 
two months AFTER the "handpainting" cards were printed! 

Whilst we can ignore the inaccuracies such as the statement on page 16 that we 
further declared that " ... there were five different settings . .. ", we are not pre
pared to accept the accusation made by Mr Juhl, also on page 16, that we incorrectly 
interpret Mr Cooke. We wrote in 1982 that "On 6 October 1909 he [Cooke] refers 
to 32 electros with the implication that the Western Australian printing base was now 
in that form." (Pope & Thomas, 1982, p. 44). That comment was based on the fol
lowing archival text: 

Commonwealth Stamp Printer. Suggests uniform design for postcards in Victoria, South Australia 
& Western Australia. Will only be necessary to use 32 electros instead of 96 as at present. 

If Mr Juhl really believes that " ... Cooke referred to printing 32 ON THE 
SHEET ... "and in the sense of a printing base of eight applied four times" ... per 
sheet [which] fitted to perfection ... ", we have nothing further to say. If he does 
not believe it, then a withdrawal of the accusation and an apology would be 
appreciated. 

We find it difficult to conceive how anyone could argue for printing bases of only 
eight and twelve for the unsurfaced and surfaced cards respectively. The numbers 
identified have been on the public record since 1982 and have been regularly revised . 
Currently they stand at 14 and 21 respectively. The publication Australian Stamp 
Archives referred to by Mr Juhl indicates a printing base of 16 for PC 18 at least. 
A fully illustrated listing of a ll units is now avai lable in Monograph No. 4 publi shed 
by the WA Study Group. 
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LAUNCESTON POSTMARKS DURING 
THE PICTORIAL ERA 

By JAMES E. ORR 

Objective 

The objective of this article is to share some observations about the characteristics 
of the common Circular Date Stamps (CDS) of the picto ri a l era used in Launceston . 
In addition is a theory on the purpose of the code letters. The pioneer work by Purves 
et al. 1 summarized the types and informat ion found on ci rcular datestamps, and pro
posed that the code letters were assigned to particular clerks rather than used to denote 
a particular time of day. Recentl y, Edwards2 has updated the dates of usage of C.D.S.'s 
with new important information on di sti nguishing particular types. It was the histor
ical review article of known facts for the code letters of all the Australian States by 
Campbell3 that spurred me to search my own stamps, magnifying glass in hand for 
clues to the purpose of Tasmanian codes. The methodology of plotting monthly graphs 
was evolutionary and proved enlightening. 

Source of Stamps 

A couple of years ago, I bought at auction a lot of approximately 3500 Id Pic
torials with the original purpose in mind of adding plate varieties to my collection . 
I was pleasantly surprised to find it unpicked for varieties. When the Hobart and Laun
ceston postmarks were mounted chronologically and by postmark type, it was appar
ent that some unique earl y and late dates were involved, especially for Hobart. In 
addition, a sequential monthly plot sorted by printing techniques (recess, litho, elec
tro) showed a smooth rate wi th appropriate dovetails at transitions. I decided not to 
combine this lot with my specialized collection of Launceston postmarks formed earlier 
in the hope that this large lot would statistically represent a somewhat normal di stri
bution. Chart I shows for the years 1900-191 3 the 600 stamps with Launceston c.d.s.'s 

CHART 1. SUMMARY OF LAUNCESTON CDS TYPES BY YEAR 

Year 
Sb 6ai 6aii 6bi 6bii 7 Sa Sb Sc Sd 9a 9b PR Totals 

1900 39 4 7 50 
1901 3S 43 10 91 
1902 2 62 25 S9 
1903 41 16 3 14 75 
1904 49 26 75 
1905 38 4 3 14 59 
1906 5 3S I IO 54 
1907 I 27 3 5 36 
190S IO 7 5 3 25 
1909 5 7 3 5 20 
1910 3 2 5 
1911 IO IO 
1912 6 6 
1913 5 5 

Type totals 6 120 125 I03 IO 7 56 s 13 21 7 5 11 9 600 
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where the CDS type, the month, the year and the associated code letter or plain time 
was distinguishable. Other stamps found where all the information was not clear on 
the same stamp are not included in the bar charts that follow. In some cases these 
were added to the statistics when appropriate as will be pointed out later. Chart no. 
1 shows that after 1905, the lot contained fewer stamps each year, but as will be ex
plained this will not affect the basic analysis. It is also obvious that the very collect
able 1899 postmarks were removed from the lot. In the first few months of 1900 the 
relatively smaller number of stamps can be explained because the side face issues were 
still being used from old inventory. 

Characteristics of Wear 

Before going further, I think it is important to comment on canceller wear. Once 
one is acquainted with the process of wear, and in particular areas of initial wear, 
then it is easier to discern the normal patterns. Also CDS defects and CDS die charac
teristics then can be separated from wear disfigurations. A fascinating sidelight of 
this study is the obvious crisis that developed at the Launceston post office when a 
particular c.d.s. became worn out. The details of these crises shed light on the post 
office management and doctrine. Figure 1 shows two typical examples of the c.d.s. 
wear process - the type 8a and PR cancellers. Briefly, what happens as the clerk hand 
stamps a letter is to convert kinetic energy at impact into friction (heat) which progres
sively wears away the most fragile part of the c.d.s. first. Identifying the fragile part 
is the clue to knowing what is normal wear. In a c.d.s. with removable and replace
able plugs for dates and time the plugs are slightly lower than the permanent letters 
and the associated circular rim. At impact the paper of the stamped cover is thus 
slightly convex at impact which wears the inside circular edge and the beginning and 
end of the permanent words where there is a relatively large, adjacent open space. 
The circular rim holds back wear at the outside circular edge of the permanent let
ters. This then explains why the left bottom of "L" and the right bottom of "N" of 
"LAUNCESTON" and the left top of "T" and the right bottom of "A" of "TASMA
NIA" should wear first on the c.d.s. And similarly, why the top of "P" and "R" of 
the PR c.d.s. is frequently worn away. 

An obvious fact is that the cross-section of the metal letters and circular rim has 
a section like an "island". Thus, the wear is self-limiting, i.e. as wear progresses the 
surface area increases slowing the wear process and distributing the load to all parts 
of the c.d.s. Thickness generally doubles in the first three to six months of hard c.d .s. 
usage and thereafter thickness changes are less obvious. 

\ 

Type Ba 

I 
I 

I 

' ' 

Patterns of wear in the Launceston cds's 
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Analysis of the Data 
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During the pictorial era there are four major periods to be considered: First, the 
code letter period from late l S99 to late 1903 where CDS types 6ai and 6aii domi
nated; second, the plain time period of basically 1904 where CDS types Sa dominated; 
third, the second code letter period from early 1905 to late 1907 where the type 6bi 
dominated (with support by type 7, 5b and Sb) and fourth, the late years beginning 
in 190S where CDS type 6bi was used for one year along with types Sc and later type 
Sd, 9a, 9b and the machine types. Concurrently through all periods the CDS PR 
was utilized. It is the transition from code letter to plain time and back to code letter 
that is analyzed for clues to the purpose of the code letters. Charts 2 to 5 display 
the database. 

First Period 

Chart 2 of 6ai and 6aii types plotted by month and code letter display a wonderful 
pattern which develops as the result of heavy wear of the 6ai types by July of 1901 
after one and one half year's usage. They were replaced next by the 6aii again used 
for one and one half years, and then came a compromise in early 1903 when type 
6ai was introduced again in a worn state. The details which follow demonstrate a cri
sis in 1903. Since the rate per month is approximately constant, it is apparent that 
the same code letters served the same purpose in this period. The only exception might 
be the slightly heavier usage of code A during 1902. A fascinating change occurred 
on the 6aii code A starting AP 1902 to OC 1902 where my lot has a continuous stream 
of S strikes with the code letter A showing double strikes (single strikes elsewhere). 
Undoubtedly it was a loose code plug. There is evidence of repair starting DE I 1902. 

Code H history is extraordinary. During the life of the type 6ai and 6aii there were 
at least seven adjustments of the code H plugs, but probably only one CDS of each 
type utilized. This history indicates the stringent management policy regarding con
tinuity of codes. By JE 15 1901 the 6ai code H (2.5mm wide) was worn but not worn 
out. The decision to go to 6aii code H (2.75mm wide) was probably due to the fact 
that 6aii were available (as evidenced by their light usage starting in 1900) and the 
change was prudent management. By JE 15 1902, 6aii was quite worn and for some 
reasons the code H plug was replaced with a narrow H (l .?mm wide) . This was used 
for three months and then a wide H (2.5mm wide) again was used until JA 1903 when 
again the narrow H (1.5mm wide) was used again . In MR 1903 the 6ai with wide H 
(2.5mm wide) was used simultaneously with 6aii. For three months, July-September 
1903 the 6ai again used the narrow H (l .5mm wide). Evidence indicates the same CDS, 
6ai or 6aii was used during 1900 to 1902 and possibly also in 1903, but increasing 
wear makes this difficult to prove. The crisis during late 1903 was probably due to 
the knowledge that the plain time CDS would be mandated and management's 
budget- how thrifty they were! - did not allow new letter code replacements. A cau
tion note: for consistency when measuring the width of the code H do this at the 
horizontal bar midway between the vertical lines in order to avoid the metal distor
tion sometimes found at top or bottom of the letter. 

Code L had a history of just three long runs with only one example each of 6ai 
and 6aii used. Supporting this is the position of Code L with respect to the "C" of 
"LAUNCESTON" being consistently to the left edge on type 6ai and centered on type 
6aii as well as the centering of "L" of "LAUNCESTON" with respect to the date codes. 
In addition, the dot between "L" to "T" of 6ai is elongated having started in 1900 
as a double dot. Note also that both 6ai and 6aii codes H and L overlapped during 
the same time period January to April, 1903 . 
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CHART 2. LAUNCESTON TYPES 6a i and 6a ii 
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Codes D, K & 0 Statistics being smaller, conclusions are Jess sure. It appears Code 
Kat least followed the same 6ai/ 6aii pattern as Hand L, but at a lower rate. 6ai code 
0 can be distinguished from 6aii Code 0 by the position of Code 0 to "CE" of "LAUN
CESTON". Both Code 0 and D are scarce. 

(to be continued) 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA: THE ONE 

POUND VALUE, 1902-1912 

By KEN BURLEY 

Obtaining adequate study quantities of high values is often difficult and conse
quently they tend to be somewhat neglected . It has become possible, however, to 
present some new and some corrective information on the £1 stamp first issued in 
I902 for use in Western Australia . 

Juhl (1983, p. 75) is incorrect in stating that the origin of the £1 design was the 
I Yz d of Victoria engraved by Williams and issued in I897. The detailing of this stamp 
is markedly different. The £ I design was in fact a modification by Oliver of the Yz d 
stamp issued by Victoria in I 886. (Purves, 1974, p. l I 9). 

The construction of the printing plate of I 20-on was revealed by Purves (1974) 
and further discussed by Kellow (1985, Ch. 4). Purves had access to an almost com
plete sheet of the £1 held in the Post Office archives missing only the block of six 
Rl/I-3 over R2/ I-3. The Bromfield Collection in the Western Australian Museum 
fortunately contains two of these, the horizontal pair Rl/I-2. Purves discovered that 
there were two different recurring flaws on the sheet. These he positioned, and 
described without illustrating as: 

Sub-type I . Shows colour on the base of the middle of the three horizontal lines below the "ND" of 
"POUND". 
Sub-type 2. Shows colour joining the top right portion of the left leg of the "LI" of "AUSTRALIA" 
to the line above. 

Juhl (1983) paraphrased Purves' descriptions and in addition illustrated on his back 
cover a copy of Sub-type I showing the "ND" flaw . (Illustrated). 

Purves recorded that of the I I4 positions seen by him, the "ND" sub-type occurred 
on 22 and the "LI" on three. I can add that in the pair in the Bromfield Collection, 
RI / I is normal and Rl/2 shows the "ND" sub-type, thus increasing Purves frequency 
to 23 out of 116 positions . 

I have yet to see a copy of sub-type 2 as described by Purves . However, I have 
seen three copies showing a coloured flaw joining the left arm of the "U" of "AUS
TRALIA" to the line above. (Illustrated). Was there a mis-print in Purves' article, 

The "N D" flaw. Sub-type I 
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The "U" flaw . Sub-type 2? 

repeated by Juhl, in which the Jetter "U" in the original manuscript was misread as 
"LI"? Has any reader actually seen an "LI" flaw as described? 

There are two distinct shades of the £1, orange-brown and orange corresponding 
to the two printings of the value shown in the records of the Commonwealth Stamp 
Printer. (Peck, 1984). These data, when combined with further figures from the 
"Register Inwards Correspondence" (Pope, 1983) and "Registers RBA NP-S-7: 11" 
(Peck, 1986, amended 1987), reveal the following record, in sheets of 120, of print
ing and despatch to Perth. 

Date Printing Despatch Balance 
9-10-02 596 (I) 596 

15-10-02 200 396 
?-04-05 300 (2) 96 

23-05-05/2 1-06-05 700 (3) 796 
31 -05-05 200 596 

?-01-08 OS 100 496 
?-04-11 100 396 
?-12-11 OS 50 346 
?-11 -12 25 321 

Destroyed February 1915 419 (4) 

Notes: 

(I) The Orange Brown shade, known 1 November 1902, although shown in the register 
as Red Brown. 

(2) Probably included OS although my earliest OS date is 31 -08-05 . 
(3) The Orange shade, known 10 July 1909. 
(4) As this figure exceeds the balance, either the original figures are in error or sheets 

were returned unrecorded, for destruction . 

The known usage figures (Hamilton and Pope, 1979, p. 327) suggest an average 
of 10,000 a year which, together with the 1909 appearance of the orange shade, indi
cates that all the orange brown stamps were used. It follows that the 419 sheets des
troyed were the orange shade. 

It is curious that used copies of the orange brown £1 cancelled later than 1905 are 
few and far between. Hamilton and Pope (1979, p. 102) record a prosecution involv
ing the alleged theft of used £1 stamps in 1905 by an employee of the Post Office. 
Reports of the proceedings seemed to indicate that the accused had not disposed of 
any stamps by the time he was apprehended . However, the preponderance of used 
stamps cancelled 1903-1905 suggests that the accused, or indeed some other unknown 
pilferer, had indeed disposed of a number of stamps. 

The orange shade perforated OS is also curious given the despatch of 150 sheets. 
I do not have one and Juhl (1983) records only a mint copy and two copies cancelled 
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The "P.O." CTO cancellation . 

to order. He does not illustrate or describe the cancellation used. The Bromfield Col
lection contains an example cancelled to order with portion of a eds showing "P.O" 
(Illustrated) somewhat similar to T.P.O. eds No. 11. I presume this is what Juhl is 
referring to as it does not match any W.A. eds used for CTO. As it seems reasonable 
to assume it was struck either in Perth or Melbourne, perhaps some reader familiar 
with Melbourne cancellations can recognise it? I would be most interested to hear 
of any information on this, and on early "OS" and shade dates. 
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THE ROY AL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA 
Australian Commonwealth and Victoria 

The meeting of August 20 was a joint display by 
David Terrington and Don Napier. 

David Terrington showed the Australian Com
monwealth King George V Id red . The display 
began with die proofs of State 2 in carmine-rose, 
State 3 in blue, and green, and State 4 in black . 
Plate proofs blocks of 12 in black and carmine
rose showed the thin "G" variety in different states . 

A scarce piece was the stamp used on piece on 
the first day of use, 17 July 1914. 

The numerous plate varieties were the subject 
of a special study. There was a used block of six 
showing the state of the plate prior to rusting, the 
rust flaws were well-represented, and the sub
stituted cliches included one used on cover. The 
non-constant "ONE" ink clog flaw was shown both 
mint and used. 

Don Napier's display concentrated on two 
aspects of Jamaican philately. 
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The pre-stamp period was shown, with covers 
dating from as early as 1798. These demonstrated 
the multiplicity of types used, beginning with 
straight-line "JAMAICA" and "JAMAICA/ date" 
forms, country markings, and later fleuron 
datestamps. There was also an example of a "Com
mercial Rooms" marking on an 1821 entire. 

The second aspect covered was the "WAR 
ST AMP" overprints of 1916-191 7. These were 
shown in large blocks illustrating the various over
print settings and varieties. The Yi d one-line over
print and 1 !lid two-line overprint were shown with 
inverted overprint. 

Victoria's 2d Queen-on-Throne 

The display at the meeting of September 17 was 
provided by Geoff Kellow with a study of the 2d 
Queen-on-Throne stamp of Victoria, 1852- 1857 . 
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The display covered all aspects of this fascinating 
stamp. 

Thomas Ham's engraved printing was shown as 
plate proofs, the various shades, and a study of 
the rare rusted state , including a copy used on 
cover (one of two known) . Forgeries were also dis
played, with those by Jeffryes including two 
"proofs" without corner letters. 

The lithographic printings by Campbell & Co., 
and Campbell & Fergusson were shown in profu
sion, demonstrating the division into the printing 
stones used. All the well-known varieties were 
present. The Campbell substituted transfer was 
shown in a used strip of 4 lettered VZ-WA-HN-
10. The Campbell & Fergusson substituted trans
fers were well-represented, and included a used ver
tical strip of 5 showing the whole substitution, and 
two pairs used on covers . There were four copies 
of the "TVO" creased transfer variety. Other pages 
showed various of the rare "abnormal" stamps 
the "black" Campbells, the "brown" Campbell & 
Fergussons, and the "card" paper was present in 
a used pair . 

A number of covers showed the pattern of usage 
of the stamp. 

Great Britain 

Derek Baker showed the Queen Victoria stamps 
of Great Britain at the meeting of October 15 . 

The display began with the Mulreadies, includ
ing a used 2d envelope and caricatures by Leech, 
Southgate, and Menzies. There was also the carica
ture of the 1891 Jubilee envelope by Furness . 

The major portion of the display was devoted 
to the Perkins Bacon line-engraved issues. There 
was a mint copy of the 1840 2d Plate 2, and the 
1841 Id and 2d were well-represented by strips and 
blocks . In the later issues were the Archer perfo-
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rated stamps, the Id Plate 225 mint, the Yi d Plate 
9 used, the unissued I Y2 d rosy-mauve, and the 
I Yi d rose-red "OP-PC" error used . There was also 
a copy of the Prince Consort essay imperforate 
in red. A number of covers demonstrated the use 
of the stamps. 

The De La Rue surface-printed issues were also 
covered, with many of the high values, including 
the 1884 £1 wmk. Crowns and £1 wmk. Orbs. 

Scandinavia 

The meeting of 30 October was another joint dis
play, the subject being Scandinavia . 

Hans von Strokirch showed Iceland . The dis
play began with pre-stamp covers, including an 
1833 one from St Barthelemy, and an internal 
cover of 1870. Then followed a study of cancella
tions, concentrating on the manuscript and Crown 
types. 

Hans also showed aspects of Danish West In
dies . The British Post Office in St. Thomas was 
represented by an 1859 cover to Denmark with the 
SL. Thomas Crowned Circle, and an 1871 cover 
to London with a G.S. 1/ - pair cancelled C51. The 
steamship stamps of the Caribbean mail services 
included those of the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Co., Hamburg-American Packet Co. and the St. 
Thomas-La Guaira-Porto Caballo Packet Co . 

John Macdonnell showed the postal history of 
Sweden. This began with four examples of Crown 
feather letters dated 1820 (2), 1822 and 1841. Even 
earlier letters included a 1643 one from France to 
Grand Marshal Court Jacob de la Gardie. 

Other 19th century covers illustrated the postal 
service between Sweden and Great Britain, includ
ing paquebot markings . 

Local stamps were represented by the 1889 
Stockholm Stadsport local on cover. 



The New Magazine for the Collector 

Subscription Rates for 12 months/6 issues: 
Within Australia (post free) $28 
Overseas -

Sea Mail Air Mail 

The Australian Philatelist 
features quality original articles, 
written by leading collectors, and 
complemented by the use of first 
class illustrations, many of which are 
in colour. About three quarters of the 
magazine is editorial matter. The 
Australian Philatelist seeks to 
educate and entertain its readers with 
a mix of both general and specialist 
articles. Although the content is 
primarily Australasian, each issue 
contains articles introducing diverse 
and exotic subjects. 

The Australian Philatelist 
appears every two months and each 
issue comprises: 
- 88 large size, gloss pages 
- Extensive use of illustrations 
- At leas t 16 pages of colour 
- Attractive layout of contents 

Sea Mail Air Mail 
New Zealand, Papua Japan , Hong Kong, 
New Guinea $37 $53 Asia $37 $66 
Malaysia, Singapore, USA , Canada, Israel, 
South Pacific $37 $59 UK, Europe, USSR, $39 $73 

South America $39 $79 
IMPORTANT: Please nominate which issue of The Australian Philatelist 
commences your subscription. 
Sample copy - $6 (Aust.) post paid in Australia or anywhere in the world by 
surface mail. 
Please forward payment in $ Aust. (cheque, money order etc. made payable to 
B & K Philatelic Publishing). 

NAME _____________________ _ 

ADDRESS ____________________ _ 

SUBURB/TOWN ___________ P06TCODE ___ _ 

Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $ .. 

Or please debit this amount to (please tick box) 

DBankcard 0Visa Card 
Card No. ___________ _ 

Expiry date __________ _ 

SIGNATURE __________ _ 
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B & K Philatelic Publishing 
2nd Floor 
397 Little Collins Street 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
Australia 



POSTAL HISTORY 
of 

TASMANIA 

We have very fine and rare 
stock for sale 

Wanted to buy: 
Tasmanian Numeral 
Cancel lations and Frank 

Stamps on cover. 

PORT ARTHUR STAMPS 
G.P.O. Box 533 

Hobart 7001 
Ph: (002) 23 64 72 

.r:/Jhilalel'I lr<9m 
f}.uslralia 

Cumulative Indexes 
1949-1958 
1959-1968 
1969-1978 

Cumulative Indexes 
first 30 volumes. 

Three thousand quick, easy 
references to material published 
in P. from A . make these a 
" must" for every serious 

collector. 
Indexes I & 2 $3 .50. No . 3, $5 
Set $I 0 plus postage (local) $2. 

Available from: 
THE BUSINESS MANAGER 

G.P.O. Box 2071 
Melbourne 3001 
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Always the Unusual, 
Esoteric & Inimitable ... 

We offer Mail Sa les with extremely 
interesting material in the S25 - SlSO 
range. In addition, our Public Auctions 
offer appropriately rare and specialized 
material. 

We are always interested in buying 
specia lized items or collections. 

We wi ll be glad to send you our Mail Sale and/or Public 
Auction catalogs. Please let us know which catalog you 
desire and include s LOO for each catalog requested to cover 
the cost of air marl. 

George 
0 ~,!~~!.~~s 

Santa Monica. Ca lifornia 90405 
Telephone: 213/ 450·2543 
Cal. Aue. Lie. No. A 1229 

"STAMP NEWS" 
is an informative monthly magazine 
for philatelists with news stories from 
around Australia, New Zealand, the 
South Pacific and the rest of the 
world. Each issue runs to least 96 
pages with special features on 
Australian Commonwealth Philately, 
Postal Stationery, Investment. 
Cinderellas. Postcards. Collectibles 
and much more. brought to you by our 
worldwide network of informed 
contributors. and correspondents. 

For a free sample copy of "Stamp 
News", without obligation, write to 
us, advising that you are a reader of 

"Philately from Australia". 

"STAMP NEWS" 
P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo 
NSW 2830, Australia 



ERN&C0· 
• Interested in new issues? Or maybe your interest lies in thematic collecting. 

If so, you will benefit by joining Max Stern & Company's New Issue Service. 

Australia's leading new issue dealer - we supply hundreds of satisfied clients new 
issues from every country - Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 

Have you heard of PALAU, NIUAFO'OU, BENIN, ZIL ELWAGNE SESEL? 
These are just a few of the obscure countries we deal with direct. 

You name a THEME - we will supply it! 

Trains - Ships - Paintings - Animals - Flowers - Birds - Space - Sport -
Shells - Royalty - and any other theme you may collect. 

All you need to do is fill in the attached form and we will open a Subscription 
Account. A deposit of $10.00 per country/ theme is required. All orders will be 
acknowledged promptly. 

If you do not wish to commit yourself to a new issue account, we produce regular 
new issue bulletins from which you can order direct. These bulletins are available 
free on request. 

ORDER FORM 
To MAX STERN & CO. 

G.P .0. BOX 997H, MELBOURNE, 3001 
(Port Phillip Arcade, 234 Flinders St, Melbourne) 

Please record my order for all forthcoming new isues. I collect the following: 

1 . ..... ... .......... ... ..... 4 . ................. ... ...... 7 . . ... ............... ... ... . . 

2 . ... . . ... .... . ..... . ....... 5 . ............ . . ... .... . ... . 8 . . .. . ...................... . 

3 . ...... . .. . ................ 6. 9 . .. . . . . . . . . ..... . .......... . 

(Please list country or theme required) 10 . ........ . . . . . ... . . . ...... . 

I enclose remittance to cover a deposit of $10.00 per country or theme. 
$ .............. . 

Please charge my Bankcard 496 D D D D D D D D D D D 

Please forward your regular free new issue bulletin D 

Name . . . . . .... .... .. . . . . . ... . ....... . ... .... ............ . . . . .. . . . ... .... . ..... . . . ..... . . 

Address .. .... ........................ .. . .. . . . .... . . . ..................... .. .... . . ... .. . . 

Telephone ..... . ... . . . ... . . . . .. ...... . . . .... Signature ..... . . . ......... . ....... . . . .... . . 
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AUSTRALASIA 
Rodney A. Perry Specialists' Register 

At last a direct-sale service designed exc!us1ve ly for the collector with individuality! 
A vast experience 1n advanced Philately is now ava ilable for the benefit of a limited number only of er1thusiast1c, seriou s co llectors o f 

the ca teqories below . 
Regi ster you r co llecting interests with me now and receive first oHer of sui table material from ycur categories as it becomes 
available from my universal sources. Expect only non-standa:d material - o f a type which will distinguish your co llection from all 

others - priced from a few tens ot dollars upwards. 
My criterion: I endorse only that material which I would proudly collect 

I Buy also 

Offers of material from the categories below are always welcome 

Aitutaki 'l Stamps from New Hebrides n Postal History/S ta -
Cook Islands 1860-191 2 Christmas Island n NSW used in New tionery 
Niue I 1 Postal Fiscals Cocos Islands Hebrides [] 

Penrhyn Island Postal History/Sta- r1 Pre-s tamp Postal 0 Essays/Proofs/Speci mens Papua New Guinea 
'I Essays/Proofs t1onery History 0 Errors/Major va rieties ll Australia used in Ter-
I' Errors/Major varie!les I: 11 Errors/Major varieties n Postal History ritory 
11 Postal History/Sta· South Australia Fiji New Zealand 0 Proofs 

tionery I: Essays/Proofs/Specimens [l Essays/Proofs/Specimens [] Essays/Proofs/Specimens 0 Errors/Major varieties 
Antarctic [I lmperforate stamps ll 19th-Century stamps ll ( halon Head Pitcairn Island 

11 Postal History Rouletted/Perforated 11 20th -Century Errors/Ma- [J Other 19th-Century [] Essays/Specimens 
I' King Edward VI I Land Stamps jar varieties Stamps LJ Errors/Major va rieties 
I' Victoria Land Off1C1als : Departmen- I, Postage Dues [] 20th-Century Errors/Ma- 0 Postal History 
II ta I/General 11 Postal History/Sta- jor varieties Samoa 

Australian Com- Postal History/Sta- t1onery LJ Postage Dues 0 Essays/Proofs 
monwealth t1onery Gilbert & Ellice Islands LJ Official Stamps D 19th-Century Stamps 

11 1901-191 2 States 11 [ J Essays/Proofs/Specimens 11 Life Insurance Dept 0 German Samoa 
Period Tasmania ll Errors/Major varie ti es ll Postal Fiscals [] "GRI" overprints 

[J Commonweal th [J Essays/Proofs/Specimens r1 Postal History [J Postal Stationery [j Errors/Major varieties 
Essays/Proofs l I lmperforate Stamps Nauru 0 Postal History r1 Postal History/Sta-

lj Kangaroos •' Perforated Stamps fl Marshall Islands used in lJ tionery 
[l King George V l Postal Fisca ls Nauru Norfolk Island Solomor. Islands 
fl KGVllQEll [I Postal History/Sta- [J Essays/Proofs/Specimens Cl Pre-s tamp Pos1ol t ,say'.JI .uofs/Spec1mens 
ll Deci mal Errors/Major uonery II Errors/Major vaneties History lJ Errors/Major varieues 

vaneties r, n Postal History [J Essays/Proofs 0 Post~! History 
l l Postage Dues Victoria New Guinea 11 Errnr\/M,jor varieties Tokelau 

(incl NS\11/Victona 11 Essays/ Proofs/Speci mens ll German New Guinea Papua ll Pre-stamp Postal 
Forerunners?) [J Half-lengths [J "GRI " overprints 11 Queensland used in History 

lJ Official Stamps I' Queen-on-Throne r1 NW Pacific Islands Papua Tonga 
[ Postal Sta!Jonery I I Woodblocks II Specialised from 192 5 [I Essays/Proo fs/Spec imens r-] Essays/Proo h/Spec1 mens 
( Postal History 'I Emblems [l Postal History/Sta- I British New Guinea (to n Errors/Major varieties 
[l First Fl ight covers 11 Beaded Ovals/Laureates tionery SG46) 11 Postal History/Sta -
[1 8COF/Military Mail II 1870- 1900 11 11 Specialise.: later Stamr' tionery 
r1 l I Commonwea lth Period 

New South Wales I! Postal Fiscals 
l ROON EVA.-PERRY SPEClALlSTS'-REGlSTER:- -----I I Essays/Proofs/Specimens Ii Postage Dues 

1·1 Sydney Views 11 Postal History/Sta-
11 Laureates/Diadems t1onery I Kind ly register my speci fi c co llecting interests as indicated above . I 

I Perforated Stamps I understand that this information is con fidentia l and places me under no 
I, Off1c1al Stamps Western Australia I obligation. 
l I Postal History/Sta- I. Essays/Proofs/Specimens 

11onery I, lmperforate/Rouletted I Name .... .... .. .. • .. . ..... .. . . ...... .. . ........ .. ..... 
I' Stamps I 

Queensland 11 Perforated Stamps I Address ....... . ................................. .... .. 
': NSW used 1n Postal Fisca ls I 

Queensland Postal History/Sta- I .... . .............................. . ................. 
Essavs/Proof s/Spec 1 mens t1onery L---------------------------------

Visitors by appointment only - No stock on premises 
Member Australasian Stamp Dealers Assn Philatelic Traders Society Amencan Stamp Dealers Assn 

''Ravenswood''. Ravenswood Avenue, Ivanhoe, 
Victoria 3079, Australia . 
Phone (03) 497 2466 
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THE ROYAL 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF VICTORIA 
The Philatelic Society of Victoria which was founded in 1892, and which in 1946 had the privilege 
conferred upon it of the use of the prefix " ROYAL", is a Society to which you, as a collecto r, should 

belong. Among its many advantages are: 

* SOCIETY'S OFFICIAL * QUARTZ LAMP & 
ORGAN: Philately from Australia MICROSCOPE and a Reference 
is posted free to all members . Forgery Collection are available. 
* MEETINGS held on the third 
and fifth Thursday of the month ati * MONTHLY DISPLAYS: It has 
7.45 pm in its own premi ses, always been Society policy to obtain 
6 Avoca Street, South Yarra, the best available collections for 
Melbourne 3141. display at Society monthly meetings . 
-. EXCHANGE BOOKS circuiate, Lectures and discussions by leading 
regularly within Australia to· philatelists enable members to 
interested members. jmprove their phila~el ic knowledge. 

* THE SALES BRANCH enables * PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE: 
members to buy and sell stamps not This Society includes experts on 
considered suitable by the vendor for exchange almost all branches of Philately, whose advice is 
sheets. Postal bids accepted from members for any always available. 
item. 

* COMPREHENSIVE LIBRARY is open to 
members on Meeting Nights and one other night 
monthly or by arrangement with the Librarian . 

* CURRENT FILES of the leading overseas 
philatelic journals printed in English are available 
on the tables at the Society's rooms . 

THE ROYAL SYDNEY 

* THE SOCIETY'S FEES arc: Entrance 
Fee: $50.00; Annual Subscription: City and 
Metropolitan Members, $40.00; Country, 
Interstate and Overseas, $35.00. 
* ALL COMMUN ICATIONS should be 
directed to Miss MYRA FARLEY F.R.P.S.L. 
(Secretary), Box 207 1, GPO, Melbourne 3001. 

PHILATELIC CLUB 
FOUNDED 1890 

* OFFICIAL ORGAN: Philately from 
A ustra/ia is available to members at 
special subscription rate. 

* MEETING ROOM: The Club meets 
at 8 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month First Floor Meeting Room , 
Philas House, 17 Brisbane Street , 
Sydney. 
* EXCHANGE BRANCH : Members 
are entitled to receive the Exchange 
Books which circulate regularly within 
Australia . 
* LIBRARY : A library, comprising 1000 
volumes, is available for use of members by 
arranl(ement with the Librarian . 
* The Australian States St udy Circle publish a 
quarterly journal Sydney Views. Enquiries to 
P.O . Box C323, Clarence St., 2000, Australia . 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed lo -

* MONTHLY DISPLAYS: Displays 
of interesting collections and philatelic 
items are a feature of the monthly 
meetings of the Club. It is the policy of 
the Club to bring to the members the 
best available displays, while lectures 
and discussions help to further the 
philatelic knowledge of members. The 
advice of members, experts in most 
branches of philately, is always available 
when requested . 

* THE CLUB'S FEES are : City members: $6.00; 
Country members, $4.50. 

* SUBSCRIPTIONS are due I July yearly. 
There is no entrance fee paya ble. 

Mrs Shirley Jones, Hon. Secretary - Box 1751 G.P.O. Sydney 2001 



Publications of 
The Royal Philatelic Society 

of Victoria 

The Postal History of the Australian Army During World War 2 (P. Collas) 
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War in Australia During 
World War 2 (P Collas) 
Australian Numeral Cancellations. A Compendium (H .M. Campbell) 
Queensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860-1913 (H .M. Campbell) 
South Australia. The Long Stamps 1902-1912 (J.R.W. Purves) 
The Pictorial Stamps of Tasmania 1899-1912 (K. Lancaster) 
Tasmania: The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part 1 (Campbell, Purves & 

$50.00 

$15.00 
$30.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$40.00 

Viney). 1984 Reprint $30.00 
The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part II (0. Ingles, Ed.) $30.00 
Set of 2 ordered together $50.00 
Victoria: The Postal History of the Port Phillip District (J.R.W. Purves) $15.00 
The " Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-1858 (J.R.W. Purves) $20.00 
The "Butterfly" and " Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-1855 (J.R.W. Purves) $10.00 
Western Australia: The 4d Lithograph 1854-1864 (B. Pope) $15.00 
Commonwealth of Australia Cumulative Index to Source material (W.M. Holbeach) $7.50 
J.R.W. Purves, R.D.P., F.R .PS.L. A Philatelic Bibliography (G .N. Kellow) $7.50 

Postage & Packing $4 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free. 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
Please Address All Orders To:-

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 

Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000 
Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, Victoria. 3001.) 


