
TASMANIA 
UNFRAMED QUEEN VICTORIA POSTCARDS  

This display aims to present an overview of Tasmanian unframed postcards 

that show a stamp impression of Queen Victoria’s head. Unframed QV 

postcards were produced from 1882 to 1904. 

The unframed postcards were produced from many different printings, of 

which details from 1895 onwards are scarce. There are major variations of 

colour, lettering and print quality. The exhibit is based on two primary sources: 

• The chapter on postal stationery by the late O. G. Ingles, included in

“Stamps and Postal Stationery of Tasmania” compiled by W. G. Tinsley

• The author’s own research into more than 200 unframed QV postcards 
(“The Courier”, Tasmanian Philatelic Society, June 2017.)

From the late 1880s, up to 500 items of postal stationery could be impressed 

by the Post Office with indica (stamp images) at no cost. The impressed 

postcards and other items were known as “printed to private order” (PTPO). 

PTPO postcards are excluded from this display. Otherwise, all the major types 

and variations are presented. 

The exhibit is arranged as follows: 

2 De La Rue print 

3 Early use 

4 Lake print 

5 Rosine print 

6 Remaining types on white card 

7 – 8 Colour variations 

9 Lettering 

10 Tapered letters 

11 Narrow letters 

12 Prints on brown card 

13 International exhibition 

14 Lithographed issue; Perf “T” 

15 Printed messages on cards 

16 Postcard “Bands” 
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